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portance, and others as a neceſſary” 

ating forth the Subje@, . Met d an 

© Wformance, and for 

bor the. Dual ones of pf. his Author : 
8 of tee 3 > 
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char th gf ing 


Tie AUTHORS 


9 Caftem among 1 aher 


in their Writings with a Preface . which ſome 


No great > 


book upon as a meer Ornament 


riuing the Reader aw 


2 


2 — 


7 R E F A 0 E. 1 


De of the — 5 


e the = 


Voyages, and Accounts of Foreign Countries, 1 


took a difaſte at ſuch Authors as paubn'd pre. 
Os the Faw for certain Truths Og 3 


on Com 


can nor- 7 ok of with experience. 


OY The PREFACE. | 
having never ſtirr d ont of their native. Country, tals al 


for Truth that's handed to em rom Abroad, and recom: 
mend it as ſuch to the Wor 
ſtotle, who being order d by Xezahier (as the Story 


+ 5 of Art 


goes) to write of the Nature of Animals, grounded and 


' compleated his Performance upon the report of ev 
- Troveller be aT with. 15 thoſe E 2 A 25 
World was not ſo well known as tis now, that ſort of Wri- 
ti mig bt go 
ſcarce venture upon it, conſidering that bis Advances vil 


Hut now days a "Mev of Sonſe will 


be canoaſs'd by a V. ariety of Travellers, and where- he 
departs from what they find to be the real Truth, bel 


be expoſed for a fabulous Author. In this Comntry of 
Holl — we have had 
the laſt Century, who ſet forth many Books, and are now ſo 
well 3 the bulkyneſs of their Writings, and the 
manner of their Performances, that tis needleſs to {9 


calarly two ſuch Writers it 


more of them than this, that the World dos 


Juſtice enough if my credit but one half of what the 
ub 


write upon Foreign Subject:, without derogating from 
what Credit 7 to hath Fa orks that N our 
; for which Subject they are very well qua- 
ed. I conld not forbem oppoſing "them -whon ho 
wo and; 7s the Path of what 2 * av 


| ans" wy aL meto 15 ( Aint Tos to the Ts 7 am 
well aer a that at leaft they (ball not f 7 Fat ood u- 


on Me... 1 — N a Tk Fn, to, go and ſee what 


And while I thus gratified my own Griot 


8 — fer bimſelf” alo 


Tikewiſe to ſerve hit "Neighbour ; | 
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| Friend's demand was contrary to 
chearfully complied with it; only 1 had ſome wandring 
Reflections upon the Reaſons alledged i in my firſt Letter, par- 
ticularly that of N impoliſb d way of expreſig N. | 
But confidering 1 
_ ſummate Rhetorick, het e f thoſe who ben : 
rious in this way, I 'bope to beexcus'd. My ſole defy ts 
 gratifie thoſe who are moved with the ſame Curtoſity 55 8 
 Hifluenced me, or may heren er have an opportunity of 
5 concern d on the Coaff ms to gratifie em, 
I ſay, with a diſtin accomt of the Diſpoſition and Co. | 


The PREFACE. 


20 mpart to my Country men, what 


I have bebeld with > Pleaſure and that the rather, 
that I was defied Apes to do by my” good Friend = 5 


to. whom the inſuing Letters are addreſs d.  Tho' my 


not publiſh this for a piece 


on of thoſe Countries, and the various Opinions 


i . This is my aim, and I hope Bals | 
ſome meaſure compaſs it. It fine, if what Thave here SY 
iſhed, can be of the leaft uſe. ran reckin my fef richy 


_ rewarded for my Puins. 


or firſt I had contriv d this Work, fo, as to divide i "Io. 


anto froe Books, treating of ſo many ſeveral Subjects. 


25 Irſt, of the Diſpoſition of the Gold Coaſt; its Extent, 
 Drotfion, fide Diſh the Employment or Livelihood | 
of the Inhabitants. The ſecond, of the Inhabitants in 
general, their Genus, Cuſtoms, Mamers, Religion, 
by Government and Habitations, with what relates thereto. 
The third, of the Trade of the Coaſt; hom t is carried . _ © 
on by the Dutch Company and the other Europeans, nt 
bow the Negroes act their part in it. fourth. > 
| 75 the Animals of the Country, whether" Vid or. 
Tame, as Quadrupedes, Re les; Iiſe&s and Fowl _ 
beſides the Fiſh, the Plants and the Fruits. The F#ith, of 2. ER 


the Kingdoms of Ladingcour, Coto, the two Popos, 


and the charming Country of Fida :- With a Concluſion . 
dqeſcribig a coaftivg V g a: 'd * me On the Tear 95 85 
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one Man Upon this Conſideration, dale : 8 
bound to 1 1 5 


o my Hiclination, — 1 
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. i pleaſes me better than the firft.. 
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| ' The PREFACE. 
Bat fmce, having the. opportunity to ſend the whols - 


Hatter of the above-mentioned five Books, in ſeveral 


Letters to my very good Friend, I choſe to alter the Di. 
en, and draw it all up in twenty Letters, including in 


. each as much as the condeniency of time "alow'd. 13 


twenty Letters, there are two amex'd which 
he to me by two Perſons in our Serutve, and relate 


ebe Countries where then pers employed, Sud-wherd 1 


bad never been. This new Diviſion, I hope, will not be 
wracceptable. to the Reader, in regard that every Letter © 


felt preſents him with ſomet hing that's new. 2 n of 


For ſome time after I begim this Work,. Inc wb 
tronbled that there was not a Man on the Coaft that conld 


Far aud deſgu : But after Thad gone a great way in it, 


there came one to the Coaff that was vers d in _ Art; 
which I immediately ſet bim to work, upon 


on drawing 
'  ellthe Forts (Dutch, Engliſh and Daniſh) to to the Ra 


Elmina; and for his greater conveniency I made the 
Journey with him my ſelf, being ſent 5 our General 
mzporne Affairs relating to our Trade. The Animals, 72 3 
pon my order were brought to us, be drew by the | 
ai the Forts be drew with a juſt regard to Perſpeffive. 
But Death, which ſpares no Man, viſited my N 
Aan, ju when we were ready totake mathe 


kde 770 of Elmina. In a few Days time be was 7 


end dead; and ſo left me provided only with the half ;of - 


wat Id. ford, there being. 10 ot ber Draughts-Maw on 


rde Coaſt. : 
I baue purpoſely. edel 1 athirwili 4 1 could : 


| ave drove out to a bulky Vohone « But confering that 


Tas tedious and nauſrous to dwell lo upon one gy 
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* 2 | | Fe A Deſcription of the LET. | 
1 can do, is to thank you, with Aſſurance, that I 
At | will ſlip no opportunity of making the beſt re- 
turns of in requital of ſuch unu- 
ſuat Services: Indeed I am̃ very unfit to do it in 
the way you oblige me to; you exact from me 
an accurate Deſcription of this Country, and 
ER > 2 long Reſidence here, I am, or 
lealh dug Þ be wy. peafury acquainted 
with it, yer there are ſeverat Reaſons which f 
might alledge in Excuſez. among wich no ſmall 
ones are, that my infufficiency and unpoliſh'd 
5 of e ; my ſelf, wor gh me, uncapa- 
e to. ent. thin ins their juſt proprit 
and copia; bur wc | have 93 
quires my more ferious Conſideration, whether 
being actually in the Service of our Weſft-India 
Company, it is conſiſtent with my Duty to diſ- 
cover the ſtate of their Affairs; being very du» 
bious on this Head, I could have heartily v A 
Yeu would have ſpard me this Heavy Task, 
earing it was what might contribute to make 
you, as well as my ſelf uneaſie. Bur at laſt, re- 
flecting on your Friendſhip,” and the Obligati- 
on receiv'd, I ſoon ſtepp d over theſe and all o- 
ther Difficulties, and am refolved to endeavour ' 
your Satisfaction, upon promiſe that your uſual 
good nature will excuſe my incorrect Stile; and 
reſt aſſured that howeve I ſucced, a ſincere inten- 
tion to oblige you to the utmoſt, is never want- 
Returning to yours, I find your Curioſity 
extends it ſelf primarily to that Country He 
by the Ge⸗ 
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LST. I. GC of Ge pe 
ordibary Populous; ume of which ke ſrüare on 
e Sen- ſhore, and othets farther on the Main 
. the 2 6 Conſiderable 9 7 1 Rur, 
mer lie un N af tth 
if which the latter ĩs by much Sie 80 
Our Fort here, is ob for 10 yore a Name 
pf St. e, o the Pg e, Who were its 
rſt Maſte S5 be . 1642. . driven from 
his and ſeveral other Places by our Counttymen: : 
ind indeed, the Portugutſe: ferved for 
Setting Dogs to Spring the Game, Which 3 | 
s they had done; was feiz'dby others. But to re- 
n to our Fort, which was not grea hg ee. neat 
y and beautifally Built as well . 
onveniently mu ter ws provided with 1 9 
good Batteries beſides We Out-Works, 
and high Walls on the Land ſide, 2s well as 2 
uſficient quantity of Guns; and if it were we 
tored with Proviſions, might hold out a 
ſtrong Army of the Natiyes: Iam heartily 
cannot ſend you a Druaght of .it, becauſe oY 
ain Artiſt, who was about it, died before it was 
alf finiſhed; for which Reaſon you are not 9 5 
xpect ſo much as a Sketch of hoſe Fort Weſt of 
mira, but the Drawings of thoſe Eaftward are 
tyour Service. Sa 

oil cannot be ignorant Mike 
ew is made Principal Factor by! 
vho is entruſted by the Coney as well as Fg 
eneral, with an abfolu er oyet th 
hole Country'; che Inhabitants bein g reduced 
o that Entire Subieckion, chat they rk: not re- 
le, bur are firmly bound to chi Fagor o 6 


7our Ne- 


47». 


„„ . 


Country ; But of their Laws I intend (if I Un 
long enough) a more particular Account. By 
at preſent, before I proceed any farther, I ſhal 
protons you with a ſmall Sketch of the Guine 


| Kingdoms, and ſeveral Commonwealths. 


rected their, whole extent of Land into ond 
_ nary 
World. 


| about DIXTY N es with the 
Gold River three Miles Veſt of  Aſine, or twelve 


k bronghe, hither) was Conquer'd, and. almoll 
Deva 


9 q > 5 | X 5 qQ f by ONL 
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oaft, 3 that call d the Gold- Coaſt 
and What is Poſſeſſed either by our own Coun 
Guinea is 2 large Country, extended fevers 


Hundred Miles, abounding with innumerabl 


© Several: Authors have repreſented Guinea as: 
Mighty Kingdom, whoſe Prince by his Viet 


rionſneſs had ſubdued numerous Countries, an- 


F; 


in a Flouriſhing ſtate; But fince the Golden 
Country of 4ſize (from whence Gold wa 
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The: Countries from: the Anicoberftan- 
the Village 'Ponniz/are Eleven in Numbe Vin. 
Axim, Ame, Adom,' Fabi, Commins, Fern; 3 
Fantyn, Aeron, Agouna, and. amber; een con- 
tuning one, two, or three Towns or Villag 
lying upon the Sea-ſhore,/ as well og Las 
twixt the Forts of the Europeans; ſcheir 5 
and moſt Populous Towns being gener glb far- 
ther on Land. Seven of cel are Kingdoms, 
ies, an Governed by their reſpective Kings? and che 
on reſt being Govern'd*by ſome of tlie Principal 
Men amogſt them, ra te to approach nearer to = 
Commonwealtha: But ſhall . give ye A more i 
particular Account of them i hereafter; and in 43 
order thereto at preſent begio with Aim; which, 
as the Notion: of Power runs here, was for- 
merly a Potent Monarchy, but che Arrival of J 
the Browdrnharg bers divide the Inhabirants; ne 
part of them putting themſelves under the Pro- 888 
tection of the Newecomers, in eRpectation d AY 
an eaſier. Government and looſer Reins, In * 1 
N vhichs they * 18 miſtaken, as Ke ge . 
. ce evin t che other part, wich were | 
Del de el Ho en and leaſt Changeable,ftaid SR. 
| pb prank e Kar if we _ 5 l © 
is -+EN1S time, WS ) | 
it 20 be — ſox Miles in length, "cqmpu- F.- 0 


non Il terrain River ale by he Ping, 
0: tine River Port : 
from : its intricate winding and in-latid uno, 2 


of twenty Miles) to the Vil gs BuſursaMil We: 5 
of one Forts nearthe Village of Bg. I En 
N00 eee ur yer 


* 
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| Pitt is in Eſſect, to Rob the/Fe//-Ind; 


won which: they a." re. 
Zealand hari Soon 
9 — n Za incurr thereby; for-: 
we care bought Goods are not 
nly Forfeit TOS Fine is laid upom em: 
Nos 10 10 1 ſay by chi, ce all hope to 6. 
ſcape; to effect e ribe. our Slaves, 
3 5 Spi Feen 
to m Pais . W means we 

hos from havin above an: Hun 
of this Land: -Andithe 


adi pare the Sans, is, chat theis 
Goods are ſometimes better than ours, anch al- 
aus to. be had one tlird part cheaper; where- 
by they are encouraged againſt the danger, ve. 
well knowing, that a uccelsful Correſpon- 
To will foon enrich them. i. eee 
Theſe Interlopers are Greritol Fee Rrted out 
by pri vate Merchants in Holland to drive this Trades 


of the advantage of their Placaat e re 
taind from the States Generl which empowers 
them to Trade on this Coaſt, .excluſwe pf all 
1 1 85 and of Puniſhing all Offenders againſt 
his Right eee ae and —— 
ips, 1 Cale IZzethem, 
5 But tho in my "noe bo nn mak 
ral of them. the, 55 has 
Dh eee g 
elyes with making Eramp 
1 rs in terrarem ea Foun 5 are 
izd, {ome ene ar chef of i the: Compan 85 


LIT Frailey, let ur 
jabicanes of be, whom wwe Hnd 
inoaty ee än ra Fiſhing, 


* 
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Let. I. | Goda 
1 Cas 885 wan 
all other places in an 
is Tranſported h | 
The Tohabieans nk Hen 
with Millet, Famnit, 

all which gel 8 vi 
raciraity meiſt, 
and r e 
„ e 


wee i not, 1 hope, 
aN rticuJarize a trie on ie 7 
rincipal Fortreſs is not OE dure 
where- of our "Fort St. Anthony, and is f 
ger, ve. burg; $i ji 55 .on t Ya lamfro. near tht 
reſpon- Vi a 1 and ig handfome A: 
1 22 75 91 bly Mined with fou. Th acre 
ted out Rhea: wich orey'; W Ei of © We 
tod light” <a ſmall this xg i 
| the ot e 17 0 217 he G, enn | 
tionably much 08 hehe for the Struck 
that tlie J Garfifon Lees to have. . a 
wich To Burghers of Minde, to the A 
ey ſhould: Keep their Gare cloſe ſhut 55 2 
rt ſhould tun away. On the Faß ſide it 
kath a beautiful Out-work, » which deprives the 
Fortrefs'of a great 10 of its Strength, where- 
e 
e es ' which, che grea t in 
Bullding is, that the Breaſt- works are. built no 
higher than a Man's knee, and the Men . there- 
by ate continually expoſed defencelel tothe lot 
m without; Which is no ſmall Inconvenience 
In. Wars with the Blacks, f ei can come 
5 upon the Batteries As Negroe 7 Jon 
18 with 2 Muſquet-ſhor: Forthe 241 reſt, che Build- 
ing part is not to be 1 40 againſt, and is 
41 _ 
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Lor, „ I. dal cost 8 

hen the removed him, and appointed Gal cube 
ee e e 
Factor In our Service ati where. he treated 
hoſe. under him Io. A that General Joel Smits 
ng. the Council were\obli 


Service. er, being now Co r 
ief, to Scongile himſelf: tO the. . 


| Tn x and .Priviledges, - 1 ſerxved 


1 5 
lay che firſt Foundation of: their Rags but 


kues and oak 2 lk ITE 
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ſend bin fromthe F eee their | 
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4 4 Deſeription 7 Lr. 
wich the greateſt ſhare in this Crime ; 1 
Innocent 1 hope he will clear -himfetf, 


guilty, may Heaven Avenge it on him hy their 
Accomplices:for it hath very perniciouſly weakl of this! 
ned the Power of all the Europeans on this Coal been ſo 


and filled them with apprehenſions not alto Opinior 
gether groundleſs, that if t is Bloody Fact eſcap Charge 
unpuniſhed, no Body i is here ſecure of Life. The 
hath alread fo Enſlaved theBrandenburghers, tha well det 
T very much doubt whether ever they will ed, an 
gain is Maſtery, for the Negroes Torah on dunt of 

ot the upper-hand will ſufficiently Lord t ore to a 
tl em. 

"I could not help imparting to you this eren 
equall Strange and Deteſtable; to which Iu 
indeed the rather induced, becauſe as you a 
perfectly acquainted with all the European Tad 
of the El Company; ſo you may take ed over 

opportunity of informing them how their Mile abe 
fairs have been managed here for ſome Yearery wi 
paſt. | But taking leave of this Fort, Jet us tak 
à ſtep two Miles and a half Faftwar below Capi 


Treſpuntos,where we find another B urꝑbia 

Fort at Aeoda called-Dorerhea ; whic by Order 

of our Superiors Ws amplified and ee ot ii 
them about eleven Years paſt; fince which kehre ſin. 


| have very conſiderably ſtren ſtrengthend and impro 
ved it. It is a Houſe covered with a flat Roof 
on which are two ſmall Batteries and hall 
Curtaines,upon which they have Planted fern 
light Pieces of Cannon; it is indeed funde 1 
Wich a ſuffieient number of Rooms and Cove. un. 
 niencies, 2.8. but e _w_ 
crowded. | es . 


1674. Built ale an wr 5 At Ft 2 
and; in Kb Cape F pumoc. 


** 
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— lun I. Ware f Gai WE 


Ts defi x was to build a Fort tere to re- 
defend the adjacent Ware.ing-place 
Upon the whole, che "keep 

and the two former Forts paß 


een 15 very Expenſive to them, that Tam of 
pinion they will not haſtily 5 og Welt 
: arge by ennes l. any: dots B 

I bo Brandenburgh Affairs having in ibly 


ied; and _— me to defer. my defgned Ac- 
ount of the Vegetables of the Country of Ax- 
„to another Opportunity; and that T may 
ot 27 ou at once; I ſhall conelude only 


— or River of * Ajcober, whith 
ed over, and as I have already _ 


tion whether tis paſſable with a Boat, but a lit- 


hich, in ſeveral Miles no obſervable alteration. 
— How far its inland Courſe extends I 

inform you, tho' I have travelled above 
e [inall day s Voyage nnon it, and found it 28 


, w 9 f 4 
A'% 's 
6 8 
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well'd this Letter 5 2 larger bulk than I inten- | 


ſcription of the -aboyementione 1 


ame ir takes from the Country ĩt runs through. 
This River is too pleaſant to be flightly Sen, 
ou, 


ile above our Fort St. Anthony; its Mouth 5 
ery wide, with ſo ſhallow Water, that 1 que- 


Cay! le-farther it grows: deeper and narrower; after 


0 eaſarie as ain f the Gm Coaft; notex- | 
| afar as ay pr ſelf ; each of its Banks being, 
dornec S wah ine e Trees, which afford the 
greeable ſhade in the World, defending. 

Seller: from the ſcorching Beams of the 
ED * 1 
T Pes, — 

ſelves on the verdant . a the 


A Deſeriptios of: oy Lr. 
Of b Villages hereabouts are a great num 
285 gether make up three ſeyeralCountrie 
whic | the Firſt ſituate next the Sea is ca 
led Aincobęrʒ (whether the River be obliged to hr 
+ OUNLTY or the Country to the Riverfor its 
I. ſhall not determine; J the Second neut 0 
curring Land is Abocwe, and the Laſt Hubs 
| The firit I obſeryed was a Monarchy, and ith 
ther. two. eee Several Ye: 

Pa 835 we had a F ort in the Country of Eguira;ani 
rove à yery. conſiderable Trade there; for be 
Tides the A 058 of Gold thither from all foreig 
: X Fort it ſelf 915 K Gal 


=” 3 manner e te Conmanderin Chic 
1 e Negroes, 1 5 cloſely: Beſie 
en, (as Fame Reports) ſhot Gold 271 of 
Bullets, hinting by Signs that he was teady t 
918 and afterwards, Trade with the Beſie a 
but in the midſt of their Negotiation he h 
up himſelf. and all, Ane at once, as Un 
5 -as Bravely, putting A fred 29-00 
Siege and his Life, and like Sampſon evenging 
his Death ap on his Enemies. .'To- CE bj 
Defy n, he had encouraged A. Slave. .by promi 
hag Hh im new Cloaths, to. ſtand ready... with 
18 te d Match, With which he wa: to touch thi 
Powder when 1 ſap. him ſtamp with his Foot 


Which the Miy Wretch but 209: pancaually, Peg arrive 
5 d, 8 050 5 5 0 one ot gu uneaſi 
mpanies Slaves, who obſer: By: 1 — ſcript 


Se EEE Os left 
us the News ; and ince Sul | 

Account,we. were. ob 255 885 8 e ein th 
but too certain 25 — Pr 8 u colt ga 
Director and ie of our Enemies: was Lt — 
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nity,” when you ſhall dot fail La. a” RAT. Ac: 


Deſcribing ; 1 2 8 FOE N A 
the Engliſh: and: Dutch Fort: | there, and i be 
- Engliſh »beir fraudulent Vending falſe Gold; rhe 
da of the Anteſe Country and the River Bou- 

„ the Oiſters | which are there produced ;;the 
Dutch and Engliſh Forts at Zaconde and the 


gntch Furt tbere; together with the Jabiſe and 
 Miomſe-Land and | the | River Chama ; With a 


13 


15 I R, 
Jr: bee ider of 3 15 Eee 1 


you in due time; but 55 Ship which car- 
and after that to touch at Curacao before ĩt ſtands 


reach Holland in leſs than a Year; and the Ship 


ſeript of m nd, former, wiſhing the ny may 
2 


meet your favourable reception. 
"Havihe deſcribed Axim in my firſt; Tha be⸗ 


z Hul joining Neighbour, to which I ſhalf add as much 

own 8 6 Tine and Convenience will permit. The 
@ Country. of Ante, or as the Natives call it, 

43 14% YI | . Horte, 


up. This being endugh! for the firſt time: be pleaſed 
to ſuſpend your "Curioſity till the next opportu- - 


oe 4 7 e * 
e Tours, . un Mise 0 5 
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Country e Of the Village Chama and rhe 


1 en Fe rhe Crueky W rhe Aae N. e 


ries 15 being bound for Fids to take in Slaves, 
its Courſe hõmewards; I cannot expect ĩt ſhould 
that brings this, ſteering directiy to Europe will I, 5. 


arrive much ſooner: Wherefore, to take off the. 
uneaſineſs of the delay, I here ſend you a tran- 


pin. this Seth an Account of Ante, its next ad- 


they oblig d the E>g/iſh to their Terms, witho 
allowing them to exerciſe any Power over them, 


it being at preſent Subject thereto. For ſeveral 


leſt. But of them more particularly hereafter. 


up their Elector's Flag there; tho at laſt, not 


_ that it was but finiſhed in Six Years: af- 
ter all 
that it hardly deferv'd the Name of a Fort. 


recourſe to Violence in order to 


that ſo warmly, that cheſe 


AI Deſeriptionof , LET. Ul, 
Hunte, begins with the Village Beeſwe , twolllh : 
Miles below, or Eaſfmerd of Acoda; tho we may Ni. 
very well take in, and begin with Acoda it 


Years this Country was divided into the Arge 
and Lower Ante; Axim already deſcribed be. 
ing accounted the former, and that we are a- 
bout to deſcribe eſteemed the latter. It was for- 
merly very Potent and Populous, being Inha- 
bited by a Martial and Predatory People, who 
very much annoy d us with frequent Onſets; but . 
with - continual Wars with thoſe of Adom and if 
their other Neighbours, they are ſo enfeebled; WW; 
that no Footſteps of their priſtine Glory are 


At Dikjeſcheftt, properly called fm; the 
Engliſh built 2 Can Fort, Auno. 1691. after they 
had ſeveral rimes diſputed the Ground with the 
Brandenbiurghers, who ſome time before had ſet 


finding it turn to any great Account they quietly 
yielded it to the Engliſh, who advanced ſo lei- 


which it was ſo inconſiderable and light, 


bave often heard the Engliſo themſelves complain ¶ gaod 
of it; for beſides a not a place of good 
Trade, the Negroes thereabouts are ſo Intractable, 
Fraudulent, Villanous and Obſtinate, that the 
Engliſh cannot deal with them: For if they have 

ing them to | 
Reaſon, they are alſo oppoſed A os, and Wy) wi 


e aft' if: 
4 adventured to Beſiege them in their For- 
treſs and were very near taking it; at laſt, 9 


and hence proceeded an Alliance fo ftrict be- 
5 : tui 


9 chem, that 
» Tg 
ma 


everal 


be 
are a. 
AS for- 


ſophiſticated Gold N em, a Fraud 


d about of which upon two 

{Ships (one of w 

1700 4, Sterling) forall which, the. Mafter re- 
2 ved: only falſe 


ch lefs ; and "het moſt furpriz'd them was, 


. Negroes. They apphy d themſelves to the Ex- 
* Chief Governor onthe Coaft, deſiring g they 
ight have their Goods return'd,or good Goldin 


8 to go to the Devil to be Confeſs d. For he 
FA This Cheat is become ſo common, that it 


and in it Idare nocaffirm ; however Iam 


ro be warned ; for the 


nes to theCoaſt ought 


id, and become a perfect Trade; the 
ice — being i in my Time about a Crown 
Gold for two Pounds Srerling ot falſe. 


the Village Bomm, commonly called Boutroe, 
another ill-ſhap'd Fort, 2 on a ve- 
bs h Hill, built in A oblong Form, and- di- 


wy with two inoffenſive ries,upon which 

e Planted 
Foperly called Barenſtein, for it much 

W - es chanel eee Bate fi 

„ and Schad Loſs), in 


* 


they jointly/ agreed to Cheat 
l che Ships that came to Trade there, by 


hich they have frequently practiſed 2 1 
was laden to —_ _ 


d, fo that he loſt his whole 
oyage at once nor did his Companion ſuffer 


they. recxived i it as well from the bites as =» 


change for the falſe: But tu complain to him, 
of the Fraud, would by no means Ip 
ily happens: but that the 3bites have always a 


ve 
re, that this Place deſerves the Name of the falle | 
lint/'of Guinea of which every Trader who 


ick Sold AalſeGold i is here ſo common, that it is 
About a Mile and half from chis knaviſh Place, 


into two part; ſtr — 5 "GEI may ſo 


Nut 9 
hem, eee ee we got by 725 | 
e t 


eight ſmall Guns. This is very in- 
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| bited by a People who Trade very fair with us 


the Hills are wide and extenſive, proper tor th 
_ Planting of all fort of Fruits, and if the, wen 


half the Coaſt with Eatables. The Earth Sr 
the Richeſt ſort of Millet the 


here more and larger than any where elſe ; i 


Plantation may in time be here ſet on Foot. F 0 
Wine and Oil, the Palm affords what excels ble 


U } 


U Defertionof ile Teri} 
At the Foot of this Hill is the Village Bon 
which is indifferent large and Populous, Inhg 


as not participating of the villanous Nature gi 
thoſe of Joſoa.cto 7 1 
Exactly four Miles lower we meet with thy 
Village Zaconde., where we have a ſmall Fo 
called Orange. A Muſquet ſhot from hence! 
the Remains of an Ezg!ſh Fort about as large 
ours, of which more 3 Upon walking 
through the Country of Ante, reckoning fron 
Acoda to a mile and half below Zaconde where 
ends; I count it about eight or nine Miles long 
Its pleaſant ſituation. is become ſo Famo b 
Mr. Focquembourg's Deſcription; which advent 

to compare it with the Country of Cleve, -tha 
leaving the truth of his Compariſon to the decifi 
on of thoſe that have ſeen both; I ſhall only! 
purſuance of my Deſign inform you, that thi 
Country, as well as all the Gold-Coaſt, abound 
in Hills, all enriched with extraordinary hi : 
and beautiful Trees; its Valleys betwixt th 


s 444 


os 


as well Cultivated as Watered, would # F Pi 


duceth, in great abundance, very W6 


is red, Fambs; Potatoes, and ot! er Fruits, *4 
good in their kind; nor is the Soil in the lea 
deficient in Fruit-Trees. The Sugar- Canes ro 


* 


that I am not without hopes that a SuCcelsf 


quantity as well as quality. In ſhort, it is a Lan 
which yields its Manurers as plentiful a Crop 
they-can wiſh; being beſides very well fur: 


elſe ; | N 


1ccelsfh 


Dot. Fo 
cels i 
8 A Lat 


mb 


hall . of Tame 5 n 25 Wild naa 

ins fatal War betwirt the Adnijeans an 
= Adomiant hath reduced it to a miſerable con- 
dition and ſtript it of moſt of ies Inhabitants : 
Beſides whichy the miſerable few leſt behind ars 
ſo.diſpirired; that they ſheltes.chemſelves under 
our Fort near Bo 2 — greateſt 
part of the. Land Uncultivated. "Tis 
indeed deplorable to ſee it at preſent, and rt 

on its former flouriſſiing C dn in the Y« 
1690, and 169. Before che War; I beiog chen 
an Affiſtant, _ an Opportunity of 
to Bourry and through this Countrygwhen it RE 
g nds es with the pleaſant 3 of 4..4 
our V illages well b 4 Plenti 
rang e _ 

ier Who could very live dn his 
i adtance Money in ober places ld be Dali- | 
MY cioully erg cm che half: and4f Were Fe 80 
difference in Places 8 tocheit hesleh 

Baus before All the teſt:; 
fas. that 


DC OE „ dar 
WI chat if the 4 V taken 1 IC i . 5 

1 A gat ay 2 Moy FRG 1 dan „ 
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ky n art ofthe Lands 
eee which, 
1048 it iss oer adgow by eLeaves.Lthay I 
licher Miles from the 8 bal che: = 
th farttier, the violent Wator-Falls, ict 2 EY 

vn from che 8 into 5 River, —_ 
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of Fiſh, notwithſtanding the incredible . 

+ ne Fa itisPeſter'd Wich; n muſt necels 
au, are vaſt quantities, 

In my Deſcription of Rio Cobre Lniboticacd the 

great multitude of Apes there; But this Country 

1 ſo full of theſe unlucky Animals, whoſe only 


alent is Miſchief, that one would be apt to 
that chis were properly their Kingdom, or 
n * TR 
If my Memory not deceive me, you are a 
ery 12 27 lover of River-Oyſters a1 pleaſed 
: ore to make à Trip hither, _ I Fill en- 
gage you ſhall be Tatisfied with them at the ex. 
Pact only of che trouble of gathering them, and 
„ 55 hour's time Twill undertake to ſhew 
11 i | 2 00090 growing, on the Trees: dont 
1 18 eh urpriz dʒy ou ha Ve before now b f Solana 
P | Guaſe, 71 Chineſe Fiſh which change into Fowl; 
1 perhaps you will tell me you believe neither, and 
perhaps Iam of your 1 vet all this ſhall not 
| prevent my Account howOytters grow! here. On 
F each ſide of chekiver grows a ſort Tree 
1 and mall intermix d, whoſe Branch 
reckiy into the Water, (thoſe which remain abow 
its Surface being withered and dry, ) While che 
former become immediately lead with ſmall 
Oytters, at firſt about abe . of Shell-Snai * 
cies roy y ſhort time grown tochdirmarure' 
| aber to have mention d the Enylih — 
| pn on They were about 
ſix Years paſt in being, but the Trade at ICY 
an Ebb, 3 the Officers of each. Fore t 
of the other, that they both li d an nũſerabl 2 
verty, at the Expence of both the Boe liſh and 
' Dutch Companies. Not long after, the Egli For- Nis pi 
treſs was Burnt and Deſtroy'd by the Antean Ne- No Walx 
groes ; its chief Commander and ſomè of the E. 
elibeing killd,and the reſt 9ꝶ„6ͤ 5 SPORT 
nel ih 
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Lr. if. Gali C "Om Guinea. _.. 
ir on and the COmp 's Bod and at e- 
ſent che Out- 1 ſtanding; oo E 
which, the very Retle to our e wwe Ar 
285 

a ea 

derſtan nm 129 TE: 

_ 5 . 19 vild their 5 N Wen 

always obſtructed by the mean. Neg 

Before the War betwixt aan ant Ah 7 
onde was ofte bf the fineſt and Richeſt Villa; es. 
vs well in Pines, Frog, 1555 the whote 
oaſt: Bar Adhmeſe Conquerors entiteh 
Burnt and par An. The few MghrDycllings 
which are here Ap ele were built fince, "and 
digg, fo ther erer long, it may 
4 8 Hage! bur to Te- 

Ae ir in | its truhing Condfqon requures It 
eral Years. — N : 90 ks. WEE — n 5 * r Pr, aL 
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Park . 1 pe 
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let us turn towards the Town Chama, in hy 


3 'twas. fx pag hn 


them, not -belieye Fe Mn tay 


ö 25 Place: and was called (as it is at preſent) 
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. The Village or Town of Torora > Or, RA 
the Fort which was there, hath ff 


ume 
timè had 8 0 2 e 1 bur die n nov 
55 . 


he — wir ous in * 
Life * 1 De ne tending Since that time it hat 
zer once changed Maſters, but fell at lat 
inte our Hands; and ſince L came hither, 0 
Taffick wes :ranſagged; in a Negroes Houſe ; bu 
tha with its. defired Sueceſs, we ab 
d'the, Whole: and the Town wa. Na 

o defiro dine burn. inthe War by the A c 
5 ehe i is at preſent Inhabited by a fe 
Aincor dans. ee On. But taking 
gave of Anteſe Country, for the preſent 


2 to . is ere 4 Village, near hg 


ſeveral: Years; butit 
| IC bea, beg e. e 


he Town Chama: Weed afpe\an wel 
a Inhabirants fo: miſerably poor, 


{4 hr hen * 

about the ſize of © that e f.. Bourry C Th very ö 

al but A... ittle longer; it hath | 
Batteries, d juſt as many Suns as the fore 


ebaſtianis. by the Port nere, from whom well es 
3 it. In our NE SHS England it was in 18 - 
manner levePd with the Ground Fete only en 
VEG with Palliſadoes, which the Eng lil 


percei 


r. 1 Lat. II. Gold Coaſt of. Guinea, 421 
perceiving, thought it would ben no difficule 
matter co, tive u from thence ; and 8 
„in. Deen With the Fabiſbiant attach d 
2 ſo vigorous and unexpected Re- 
1 fans Ad te oblig d. to loſe their 
e abour, and return to the place from Whence 
he) came; ever ſine Which, we have;enjoyed 
t without 1715 n uption __ 42 27 
Gs behi Fort: the Fabio La | 
and extends it felt 4 few: Miles — 

he illand, een e 


y deſcribe 
it. oy. bar 


aid 10 1er feen ene River 
vas in a i % ng 10 laid, that, loiden — 
nly en ay conveniently, Some inte ir from che Sea, if 
Eg * be but ſo careful as to aroid a Rock 


Perce! C 3 near 
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near its Month, which the Sailors call the Suge; 
for elſe they are liable to be Splir, as it hath Nee 
rab times — during my Reſidence there, 
and ſome have hben lol, elpecially if the Seal 
| happen'd to rum r was Rongb. This River is ve- 

ry advantagidus to us: for beſides che freſh 15 


with which our Ships. Store themſelves, it 


niſhes the Caſtle with Fuel far che Kitchen 44 

andOvens, as allo with Wood for ſmal 01 

— Io chat e the, River S 260 of a1 
without the former: Ido notheliate: we Th 


long keep the latter, For = wp | 
— — Alice 8 2 . Doe. ed 
rpentſive : ye are 2 5 


— ſcarce 
plagu'd wich 2 willzinous ſort ef ; Negroes, River, 
e ene of {Le any none of che 5 h 


beft ; whoſe Country I have before SF 
ſrerchech i ſelf ong by the River, 

nds in the midit: of .t 
ver,” adorned wich fine Tow 1 "He, 
And indeed; what hath  ſurpzjzed me mo 
ountry,-is the wonderful ſiruation of 
Ademeſe Teri ries; for wo fnd they ane <> 
tended along boch che Rivers“ bana and Ancobrr 
Which are W above 16 


files diſtan 
a from, each. ether on, the an 
che River 3 in a 


pu . 


upon hi Ho or — | Pla 
Man- kind, (is being an nes rhe 


_ Villains) if it could be Unanimous, woul 


* 


* 


LEr. II. Gola. Co of Guinez. 

be able to miſo a Powerful Army to the Terror 
of their Neighbours. Anne 1690. they joyntl 
began a War againſt the Anreſe, which 

| nued three or four Years, till they had almoſt 
Ruined the C 
not Submit to them, bur continue to bid chem 
1 es 

They alſo were at War with the three Nati- 
on on the River of Ancober a few Years paſt; 5 


of a large Sum of Gold. 
In theſe Expeditions they had a 
General, who was of a Nature fo 


carce happen d with thoſe "of Ante an 


ſoon been ftopp 
ther Governors dare not diſpleaſe him he being 
de ichen of rhem all in Mone 70 and Men. 
This Angus, for fo he is call'd;'is more 0 
reſtably Bloody and Barbarous: than any Neg) 
WH I have met with on the whole-Qoaft; nor is Is 
Name ever mentioned without Horror. 428238 
This Barbarous' Monſter having in an Th- 
A taken five or his ncipal Anteſe 
11 Anno 189 r. he wounded them all o- 
ver; after which, with a more than Brutal Fu- 
ry, he'Satiuted, the" not Tired himſelf, by ſuck- 
ing their Blood at their gaping” W Wounds ; but 
bearing à mere than ordinary Grudge a 
Jene of them, and not contented with the men- 
noned Savage Cruelty, 
hound at hisFeer;and his Body 
© | 8 hor Irons, gathering the Blood that  iſfred from 
wn "ou in a Veſſel, one oy hr he Drank, 
i 4 i . and 


and People ; who yet "will 


whom they oblig'd to buy a Peres At t the Price 


for their 
iolent for 
War that he could not live "i — <0 but as 

edy of Wars as he was, no En gagem — 4 


WB River, in which he was not obliged to hk — 
for his Safety; fo that if his On anions had 
been no better Soldiers than himfelf, he had 


d in his Carrier: and yet the o- | 


he {cauſed him to be laid 
to be pierc d With 
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I Deſcripiion of the Tir. Il, 
and Offer d up the reſt "unto his God. In this 
Manner - doth this Mercileſs Bloody Wretch 
treat his Conquer d Enemies; and no Wonder, 
for if Opportunity be wanting to exerciſe his 
Cruelty on them: his own Subjects always ſupply 
their Place; for his inſatiable thirſt aſter Blood 
muſt one way or other be ſatisfied. In the Year, 
1692. When he took the Field the ſecand time 
againſt the Autaſe, 1 went to give him a Viſit 
in his Camp, near Chama; he receiyd me ver) 
Civilly, and Treated me very: well, according 
to the Cuſtom of the Country: But wbilſt he 
and I were diverting our ſelves together, a freſſ 
Opportunity offer d. it ſelf for the Exerciſe of his 

Brutiſh Cruelty: which was only a Negroe ob- 
ſerving that one of his Wives had anew Faſhi- 

ond Coral on, and taking a part of it in his 
Hand to look on, without taking it ps her 


ET. I 
\ecanſe 
atter. 
atives 
s bein 
Dealers 
vhich n 
pf Enric 
ave ſe 
thereo 
TheRic 
ind the 
hem uf 
o be 

Diſcret 
The 
and oth 
(ffords 

heir o. 
quantit 
pf Cat 


Nike be not chinking any. hu 
permitted him to do. I ſnould here inform you b 
the way, that theſe Negroes allow their Wixes al 
honeſt liberty of Converſation, even with their 
Slaves. But 4nqua ſo reſented this innocent Free. 
dom, that afſoon as I was out of the Camps be 


caus d both Wife and Slave to be put te Neath, 
drinking their Blood, as he uſeth to do thoſe: df 
his Enemies. For ſuch another trivial Crime, 2 
little before, he had cauſed the Hands of one of 
his Wives to be cut off; after which, in Veri. 
ſion, he uſed to command her to look his Head 
for Vermin, which being impoſſible with her 
Stumps, afforded: him no ſmall Diverſion. I | 
might indeed have ſpared: this Account of hit 
fellBrutality till I come to treat of che Nature of 
the Negroes ; But his Inhung: 10Barhariry being 
unparallell d among all the Guinegns; and I being 
upon the Deſcription of his Country, Ithought 
this. place as proper; and that the ow 


Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 


25 


T. N. Her. II. | 

In this canſe I am not at preſent furniſh'd with other 
Wretch Matter. But to return to our Deſcription. [The 
onder, Natives here are very Powerful, and Rich; 
ciſe his s being ſituate in the Paſs. which the Ifland- 
ſupphy Dealers muſt come thro in order to Traſſick; 
Blood Hrhich means they have a very good Opportunity 

1e Year pf Enriching themſelves by Trade. Beſides, the 
d time have ſeveral Gold Mines in their Cbuntry ; One 
ia Viſit chereof was diſcovered about three Years paſt. 
ie very {MſheRiches of theſe Countries confiſtinginGold, + 
ording Wand the great Numbers of People, — ſo puft 
ilſt he hem up, that thoſe who Deal with them ought 

a free be endowed with a more than n 

e of his HViſcretion. . 


oe The Soil is very and frulefult in Corn 
Faſhi · Nnand other —— — of the Earth which it 
in bi ffords in ſuch Plenty, that, beſides what ſerves 
off her heir own Neceſſities, they always expoſe large 
freely Iguantities to Sale. Here are competent Numbers 
you by pf Cattle both Tame and Wild, and the River 
Ives all Wbundantly ſtores them with Fiſh, ſo chat no- 
th their hing is indeed here N chat is Oy 
t Free · ¶ o ns ſubſiſtence. * 220 
Ps: 5 relating 


This, Sir, is all I can nenn 


hoſe: of ſhall conclude this Letter, and N e 
= . a 4 3 * FR Js 7 
came, a ith Reſpect 42 og Sa if3 21967 2971 

. 45 : 5 1 
=_—_ ; 4 . 1 8 * 
5 * 5 ED" 
s Head * 0075 bro IT ene WEAR — 7 
th her vr ce r K ene . 
; . 8 5 4 4 
on, I RIO 20192 1900008 Free 04 
' of his * . 1 4 * 2 f * jo $. 2 * by # 7%. 2 2 on 3 
ture of 1: r ed m0 e ti 
being „ eee e ne 
bei n re 
z10ught 25: re A ri . r $4 
rather, 8 n 4 N «ne F LY | 

* * 5 * s * 


abi'and Adem, with which 


£% * 


26 4 Deſeription ef th Lx. I 


LETTER 1 


(Conti s Doſe ow of the Cuuntr Comm 
= . 82 


lation wb the, Har | Tor howiet , Coup Compa 7 
Commany, 4 2 14a 650 
A of the Caſthe of Finns; aud, to 
d — Laue, of the * . _ Nees 
5 I R, OG ; 
; 0 UR Deſcription: of he 8 by 
Us at preſent to the Kingdom of 'Commanſ 
which Benders upon Adam and Fabi;; 
as Jam juſt beginning according to.\my | 
mer Method, 1 e recollect a * 
of yours, wherein you ſeem Surpriged at th 
War betwixt our Company and thoſe ef G 
many. I find you are 8 u oc 
I ſhould ſet you right. Thie ger t ap .yaur Let 
ter I formerly purpoſely omitted; Affwerinj 
that at that time it was not convenient-th i 
veal ſome ſecret Intrigues; and I am ſtill 0 f 
of the ſame Mind, that I had much gather yo 
would Excuſe me, than oblige me to Diſgul 
ſome Men whoſe good Name and Reputation 
I ſhall always handle very tenderly. But find 
5 Ft have my Word his will conceal nothin 
om you, I ſhall repreſent the whole Affair, x 
it appears to me and others here upon the Spe 
52 if we think ought to be well acquainted wit 
3 ve a wrong Notion 0 25 a prop 1 
diſcover it. 
5 2 begin my intended Relation 1 ſhall 
en you, that the eee of Commam © 
tend 


ET. Mar. III. Gold. Cvuſt F Guinea. 
1 ends its ſelf fire Miles long by the Sea-fide, 
reckoning from the River öf Chama to the 
Town Mina ; and it is about as broad as long. In 
the middle of it, on che Strand, at little Commany, 
of EARe-Tokk; as the Negroes call it, we have an 


Year 1688, caſſed Vreden-B . a Muſquet- 


7 a Square 
Batteries, on 


Building, Strengthned with ood 
a 4s ha bo cant 


Breaft-Work for them. It is large enough for 
60 Men to live in; tho' at preſent there are 
mn not near fo d may and bat 20 9 75 * 

1 funding all Which it is ſufficient,” 
defend it ſelf a gainſt, but to re 


Anno 169 5% when ICommanded there. Our Ene- 


Garriſon, not full 20 Men, half of which were 
not ca able of Seryice; ànd yet I forc'd them 
to retire with Loss, after a Fight of five Hours. 
'Twas Wonderful, and no ſmall Sign of Divine 
Protection, that we but two Men in this 
Action for we. had 
Gun-hol 


few Doors whic 
were become like 4 Target which had been 
hot ar for a Mark', and the yery Staff which 
our Flag was faften + gn, tho it took up ſo lit 
tle room, did not Eſcape ſhot<free., You may 
imagine what Caſe we N in when, dne of 
them began to hac dur very doo with an . 


but this Undertaker hein kita, the reſt ſheer d 
off. The General 2 om I had re preſented 
5 weak Condition re two Ship to for 

"mor 


adifferentlarge Fort, Built by Mr. Swerrs in the 


PRE from" thence the Es gli have a | 
Fort, of which more 1 Our Fog 


-nely Slate. there being ſo "ith Ports in the 


Ns. 
ber of Negtbes, as was found by experience, 


mies.attack'd us by Night; I had but a very ſorry © 


5 0555 to moſt of our 

Jes, and the Negroes pour'd Small- 

ot on us as thick as Hail ; inſomuch that thoſe 
f i left to ſome Gun holes 


28 


Captain of one of theſe Veſſels, endeavouriny 


onLand than the Negroes fell upon them ſo 1 
ouſly, even under our Gannon, that ag fe. 
could 


2 — for attempting to Fire upon the 


Enemy wi Of which Piece of Treacherous Vil 


after not only fo him at Liberty, bur, preferr'd 
him to a Gunner Flace 'of greater 3 


à Comical: Accident which happen'd. [Oe 1 to 


- quicting. his Poſt tei me, chat the 


World, had Maliciouſly ſhot® Aa che Cr 
wich he would Revenge ifs 8b 1 f | 


| A- Defeription of: the LzT, Wl 
chor. before our Fort, in order to ſup N 
with Men and Ammunition; Peter "Hinken, the 


to execute the General's Order (the day befor 
Iwas attack d) ſent his Boat full of Men with e bu! 
Orders to come to me; but they were no ſooner M'*') © 

we wy 


ſeveral of them, which though I ſaw 
th our Cannon, I found them all 


lany, according to all appearance, my own Guns 
ner was the Actor, whom I therefore ſent in 
Chains to the General (at our chief Place of 
Relidence),. who Swore that he would Piiniſh 
him Exemplarily..; but inſtead of that, he ſoon 


. 
* this Reaſon 1 Was orod to be py Id 
Speaator of the miſerable Slaughter of | 1 
Men, not being able to lend them che Raft 
ſiſtance; and if the Negroes had at at. Inſtant 
Storm dus we were fe ture of Reſiſtance, 


But they ing to Fat Pave me time to pre- 
Bass for ths ntertainment I gave chem, 281 
ve before told youuHereT c ES help: 


viſit the Poſts of our Fort, o ſee whether eye: 
Ty Body was at their Duty, one of the Soldier 


Well-knowing he had duͤt one Ta Jo” 5 
a few. Grenadoes. EF ha Ho of or 


dyro, than he called out to the Negroes from the 1 
Bret Work in 0 Fanguage,telliy em 


* 
» 


Lr. III. Gola Coaſt of Guinea. 
he would preſent them with ſomething to eat; 


er. III 


W as the 


vouring 

them ane them; they obſerving them 
A to burn,zcrowdec _ chem; — were at firſt 
» ſooner very agrecably: : diverted; but when they 'barſt 
ſo furt chey ſo gall d — chat they bad no Se Sto 
y Ki nach to ſuch andther Meal. 3 


But now to come to the 8 


A upon which ſincb our whole welfare ſeems to | 
zem al epend, you muſt N gs wane e if Fam 
. . particulary-it being impoſſible for you to 
9 000 whales or form any. Notion of it without 
ſent in ou are — . — of its Original- 
ace O ource. —— Iſhall look — 
Pn Government of 
deſiring you nor to: Leo be d ned 1 | 
[ome gre ble Particulars: Bel I aſſure you 
bat I will not tranſgreis the leaſt Tictle:beyond 


g Conditions. and in Peace, though 
7 ” Eſtabliſhed — long — 
d Cn could eaſily diſcarn the Coats of 


as ready to burſt out into an open War u 


Mi ; time if not 


rake, who was Brother. 8 the King of Camma- 
7.. Bur Mr. 


3 ill treated beſides; the Comma 

only wanted a Pretext of, Breaking 
wich us to put their Deſigns 
ear 1694 afforded them their wiſhed Oppor- 
unit: or ſome Miners being ſent co us 
from Europ 

M at a 

Mile above 


UL, Ford LC . about half a 


and kindling 9 immediately threw 


— * Truth.) 115 found ee Place in a 


Diſcord kindling amon theCommanians, which: : 


bs leaſt Occaſion, as indeed they had done in 
| ed by his Ser- 


8 gone, one, and the men- 
ion d Servant not 1 exc uded out of all Ne- 
in Execution. The 


they were Order d to-make an Ef- | 


of — ——— — 20 
Talk of any ſuch thing before; but this wg 
really only a Pretence chat they made uſed 
to Declare War 2 us. The Miners be 
. —— —＋ ſew days, 1 
nothing, crete — 
fed; e n chey-had; and eh _ 
were not nimble enough, kept Prifoners fn 
ſome time. We immediately 
this ill ufage to the King of Communy, who a 
Villainous enough to remove the from 
his own Door and fix it upon one Jabs Kibe 
= Negros, h lived near our Fore, and wit 
whom we always Traded very erably 
urging that he had done it in Rexenge for 
Ul Treatment he had met with from our form 
Governour or Chief Commander. Thar 


ard, that he durſt not have ventur d oh 4 At 
tempt ſo Dangerous wirhbut the King's'expr 
Command. Boe the King was reſolved to B 
with us, und becauſe he a ind no hee 
Excuſe made uſe of this 
53 une be er © 
| rake Satisfaction of Toby Kabes for the Injury 
to which purpoſe” he took ſome of the Forès 
of Elmiua along wick him; and being comets 
Commuany,he immedinty detac rd Party to Jeb 
Kabes's illage, ho came out to meet then 
leading Sheep to preſent to Nr. arid 
clear himſelf of what he was accuſed : hut {&- 
ing the Elmina Forces fall upon his, Good 
without * g him any Warning, and begin to 
| un eg 


r. nm ET. IH. | Gold case, ileto, 


Wunder,as 1 Coward as he was he put him 
If into a Poſture of Defence, and our People 
ding he wus reſolved to {ell his Effects as dear 
he could, the Skitmiſſi began, and ſome on 
th ſides were very well * 

Aſter this all our Affairs run at nd 
d the King of Comma our private, ht: 


age the Injury done him, invited the Engliſh 
o Commany, giving them a Dwellin g-pl 


Spporcunity in the old ruin'd Fort that they 


we is as 1 
Durs 3 


ned with Guns, from which they may 


chere likely to have a nice 


one knows who is a 


prevented. But Mr. was too Fi 
think Sore 

d contrary. to all Reaſon, he deſired 
much ns War, and the Honour he hoped to 
ereby, vainly promiſing: 


4 2 Subjected the Com- 
had in the War loſt their 


N 
- Oy 


che 


bn Kabes our proſeſſed Enemy; Who to re- 


cnt © e en de e in e 
llages ; reſolving to ſettle them with the firſt” 


ierly Poſſeſſed, which ſoon after ſucceeded 
cording to his Wiſd. For the Engliſh: are ſo. 
ell Fortify'd there, that twill be impoſkble to 
move them unleſs in time of War: for their 
rge, and hath. four Batteries as well 


zelides which, it hath alſo a Turret 3 0 


zamly incommode us, oonſidering that they are, 

Cn larger Cannon chan ours; in ſhort, we 
One to pick. What N 
N Neig ghbourhood Hhath Alrgady done 


ich this Coaſt; 5 10 how eaſily it might have | 
'or hearken to Wiſe Couric; 5 


ing and ſeveral % the greateſt Men in their 
„ Wingdom. The Gentleman I am ſpeaking of 

end the ſame, not conſidering the difference 
ween the Fortune and Suece s of che one ant 


228 
- 7 ' 


ro get | 
himſelf that he ſhould 
* as well as Mr. Sweerts in 1687. who in- 
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the other ; hotwithſtanding all which I d. 
aver that "be might have db desde if he had n 
been deluded by the too great Opinion he. b 
conceived of himſelf and his followers, and li 
00 > contemptible thoughts of his Enemies; 
8 tet red an Army of Fufferians and Cale 
rians "for leſs than 1960+.) Sterling, wh 
Were twige as a 49 | 
4 conſequently might have ſubdued them. But! 
Wits ready enough to imagine, that with th 
Force he could eaſily Conquer not onlyComman 
| but all the .Coalſt ; and accordingly, very im 
dently chrearned the Fentyngſe-and Slade, th 
after he had: Corrected the Commanians; | 
would give them a diſa greeable Viſit. Theſe ty 
Nations vrelt wy hb, how. conf "pune th 


ni walls Ks 
> ſupport which, they bf 

* JADIC Intereft;an@by a 
n came: 7 onger than our Auxil 
text K ſutheiene proof of this is out firſtuanſ 

| te Bartel, in which we loſt all our Athaly 
F< and 2 Money ! us. This Fig 
= 9 75 4 y than che Wars ef f 
rel N E th 


tempt, * the ies 25 mielves Tac mor leit 
nably plaid an i into our Hands b 
Ti Inceſtirre.D N * Kings 125 


ET. I 
Fecki=d1? 
ame O\ 
aus 
ies; 
War. 
lubious, 
de. ſo 
under 
Com 
tem 
d hac 
nd laid 


owards 


uſque! 
leceive 


ve takir 


3 


. , Gold Coo of Guia, \ 


ecki-Ankan. (the preſent King of Comman)) 
e over 197 our Side, and was in a ſhort time 


8 Fb 


xt. I 7 


0 3 on both ſides, that the Victo ry was lang 
ubious, till at laſt it ſeemed. to e on ou 
de ſo. far that our Arm my, fell n ay 
lunder ; which being obſerved 1by Aber 
Commanian King, (who. excelbd all 12 
ntemporary Negroes in Valour and Conduct 
d ha hitherto = t himſelf out of the Fight 
Id laid us this Bait) he unerpectiy Marched: 
Wowards us, with freſh Forces, who had their 
uſquets turn the wrong way in, order to 
ceive us; which took. ſo good effect, that 
ve taking them for our F 2B continued; our 
reed) Eu .of Plunder, till the King came 
pon us, and his Men turning their Muſquets 
eee 
om the Prey, and obliged. every Body x0, 
Life as: I; as he could: Thus leaving the 
mmanians.; 2 ſecond Gade a Victory, — 4 
cho could efcape, made the b eſt of chair 
tio Fan.. cy oro: 
Theſe Went pernicious 1 the 


2 


lent, as to conceal his Reſentment againſt che 


hem, gain d them by 2 2 Bribe, As he affen 
wobliged ed to el though in vain; I do not 
elicve they would have concern d themſelves 


e had (Ahd. . very. feaſiblę). Exticpated 
he . Commanians, , he might with the fame. 
force haye Redu cd the Fane nd Sale 
Þ Reaſon, . Xs 


+: 


o ; 8 , A * 
y e * 7 ? 
A a 8 5 
1 * 422 8 
* 


the 4domians and other Auxilia - 
; which. er oy a ſecond. Engagement, 


| part of which | undoubtedly. ought to __ 0 
charged on e had he been foPro- 


or the (at nj ; by which Means aften 


33 


antyneans, and: Saboeans; and inſtead of i Kern 1 5 


4 
4 


at to lik 


rds bt: 
| well 


Cauſe their own, and accordingly ſupply 
n with all proper Neceflaries: Upon which, 
renewed his old Courſe, and did us as much 


Wſchicf as ever. This we patiently ſuffered 


ſome time, vainly expecting Relief from 
means; but the longer we depended on them, 
y ſerved only to augment his Outrages, ane 
lige us to have recourſe to Forcible Means, 
ich were now become abfolutely neceſſary: 
preſerve our Character amongſt the reſt of 
> Nations of this Country; and accordingly: . 


began to think of warmer Meaſures. And 


Conjunction with other perſons proper 
be conſulted; it was reſolved to bring a con- 
able Force into the Field which ſhould, to 
e ſhort work at once, be able to Chaſtiſe the 
manians; for this end we were of Opinion, 
t as the Funtyneamv lived now in Amity with us, 
ould be very eafie to gain them to our fide, 
i by that means inable our ſelves to tame che 
g of Communy on Occaſion, 'We treated 
th them accordingly, and at laſt, in confide» . 
ion of the Value of 9001. Sterling to be paid 
them, they obliged themſelyes to Eight the 
manians till they had utrerly Extirpated 
m. We now thought our ſeves v N 
ily expecting the Fantyneans to take the Field 
there the Explzſh-quaſlvd our Deſign, and in 
der to keep cheir Word with the King of Com- 
or at leaſt co throw an Obſtacle in our way, 
e of their Governors went from Cabo-cors 
Funtyn, and prevailed | with that People, for 
ay the ſame Summ as we had before given 


rbule em, to ſtand Neuter; which being only op- 
is pl led 0 *d Him 


t of the vvay, ſubſtituting imme an 
r in his Room. To one vVho knoyverh hoyy, 
” 5 2 common 


iately 200- 


- 
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common and trivial à Crime Perjury is amo 
the Negroes ; twill not appear Incredible; q 


falling out about the diviſion of the "Money, 


lect our Cauſe to defend their own Coun 


to the Fingers of their Meſſengers; we allo! 


piece of Villany (as tis reported) had, to 
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they ſhould rather ftand {till for 1800 J. ü 
fight for 900/. Thus our hopeful Neg 
tion ended with the irrecoverable loſs of 
Mone. 167 een A008 
The Commanians. for this Reaſon” gro 
more Arrogant,' began to Inſult us more ¶ Muld b. 
ever: to remedy which, we agree'd with the 
domians to Aſſiſt us for leſs than 500 l. but ¶Maion 


well as the Acaniſtiant and Cabeſterrbians, (V 
who were alſo by Contract Obliged to od u 
diſtance) agreed only, not to ftir one foot fn 
home. Being thus diſappointed we caſt oui 
Anchor, and agreed with the Dinkiraſchians 


the Summ of 800 J. to take our Side, but Me hefo 


herein ſo unhappy, that they falling into e bei 
with their near Neighbours were obliged to n = 


they indeed were yet ſo honeſt as to retum i fome 
Money, except only a ſmall quantity which d him 


back the greateſt part of what we had gn 
to the Adomians, but could not recover the | 
part of what the F:ntyneans had got of us. 
ing in this deſperate Condition, we left no m his l 


unattempted to redreſs our ſelves, though ratio: 
vain, for we were Cheated on all ſides. Nerto { 
thought of making an honourable end with! 
King of Cemmany, but how to compaſs Me to 
we could not imagine; fearing, as the £m 
promiſed, we ſhould be obliged to beg a Pei 
which had certainly happen d, if at this criti he 
juncture a better and more honourable way illth 
not offer'd ir ſelf. . The before-mentioned ÞB 


ther of the King of Commany, who, for ſa uni 


(1 


LET. r. II. G0ld Coaſt of Guinea. yy 
is amor with his Wife and Children been ſent az 
dible; ves to Suriname by Mr. — but declare 
800. Mee by the Company, were brought hith 


n. . Upon his arrival, we employ d 
loſs of n to ſound whether his Brother was moſt in: 


ed to War or Peace, by which means we 
ind, that he being tired with the former, 
uld be very willing to accept the latter: ma- 
g uſe of this Opportunity to our intire Sa- 
action, we concluded a: Peace upon very | 


more ti 
vith the 


but i} 


Money nourable and good Terms; neither fide defi- 
ent, ( more than a ſettled and laſting Peace, as 
4 2 ad undoubtedly been, if an Accident as 
e foot fn 


expected had not interrupted it: For we had 


caſt ou juſt begun to reliſh the Pleaſure of our new 


raſchiawWMnquility, and learned to prefer a Proſperous 

„but ie before a Pernitious War; when the Engliſh 

into age being diſguſted at it, or growing Jealous | 
ged to u t the King would adhere too cloſe to us, we ; 
1 Count his old Friends, and ſhake them off, or | 
return; ſome other unknown Reaſon; they Mur- | 
which d him, in a Manner eſteemed Barbarous 5 4 
we alſo g. opeant, when he came to divert himſelf | 
— had 44) ung them, arid make Merry 2 with them; ö 
er. the H ungratefully rewarding the ſeveral Years 4 
of us. ice he had a FFC Þ} 
it no merhis Barbaruus Action occaſioned a great | 
bo It ration on the Coaſt : 2 The Commanians 5 : f 
ides. ; 


14 ae”, terto ſo ſtricty Allied to N became 


moſt inveterate Enemies, reſolving at any 


mpaſs ie to Revenge their King's Death: Tecks An- | 
the El on the contrary, became their greateſt” | 
eg a Pallnd; and having a hand in his Brother's Mur-" . | 
_ — he fled from = and ſhelter'd 2 4 | 
packs; the Engliſh, and agreed with them to 
ioned N 4 e ee with the firſt Op- 

1 unity: they invited us to joyn with them, 


that was refuſed, we not being obliged. t 


- 
— , 7 N 5 2 2 4 unn l 
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Anlas came into the Field, and Engaged theg 


in the Service of the Hollander; his Meſſei 


 Communtans againſt them. But here E 
Villains of this Country being then Broker 
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| enter jnto a War on their Account, and hay ere n 


$1 Sans | 


but too long found how Fatal a War is to yy 
a End, ſc 


Commerce. They however went on y 
their Deſign, hiring the Negroes of Saboe-APeginn 
and Cabes-Terra, with which Auxiliaries Mell N 
\Warctin 
Action 
yas tO 
ommas 
Nation 
oMart 
Barbar 
of all tl 
made ] 
impart! 
n Vio 
lp be 
annot 
out the 
ad the 
night: 
ere ju 
Wome! 
ho 't 
ans pro 
and ke 
nor is i 
sor of 
hey ſhi 
Market 
ever | 
leveral 
Murthe 
ontri 


manians with ſuch ill Succefs, chat noty 
ſtanding the Number of his Men was Qual 
ple to theirs yet he was totally Routed. 1 
Commanians ow'd this Signal Victory to! 
General, Amo-Tecki, a Negroe, who in Val 
equall'd, if not exceeded their Murthy 


Notwithſtanding we had been hitherto 1 
fealy Neuter, 'The Negroe-General fer 
civil Meſſage to our Governor, together 
ſeveral of the Sculls of his Vanquiſhed Enes 
in Token that he had reſolved to live and 


was civilly received, and after Thanks, and! 
{ents to the General, diſmiſſed. Were I obli 
dun that we had then the faireſt Oppertil 
in the World to obſtruct the Eagliſb, and re 
their former Injuries; if we: had quitted 7a 
Ankan as he deſerted: us, and joyn'd with 


Remora in the way: For one of the grei 


the Company here, had ſo gain d the Bat 
Mr. —— out Governor, that he loek d 
all other Advice as Pernicious- This Favonn 
whether inconraged thereto: by Intereſt" 
prompted by an inveterate Hatred is aneer-© 
was continually buzzing Stories in the Gafſe"4 7: 
nors Ears, in order to irritate him againſt Charge 
Commaniaw.: They in the meag time di Pecic 
ning his Carriage where it was likely to fterru 
r e „ An 3c. « 1 5 We . 
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and hay were not afraid to offer us ſome injuries: Bywhich 
- is to means Alim (fo the Broker was eall'd) gained his 
on nd; ſo he had now ſome Arguments to offer fo 
beginning a War pain them, and ſueceeded ſo 
ell with Mr. that without Conſulting or Im- 
parting it to the Council, he reſolved upon an 
tion equally Perfidious and Dereftable : which 
yas to Attack the Ferueans,a Peoplesubject ta the 
ommanians , Contrary to the CommonFaith of 
Nations, when they came under our Protection 
WeoMarket with their Goods:Aecordngly this was 
MWarbarouſly put 33 and they Robb'd 
ff all they brought, ſome of them kilkd, and 80 
made Priſoners. Pray, Sir, be pleaſed to judge 
Impartially ; was not the Law of Nations heft 
n Violated\'in the higheſt Degree? I cannot 
lp believing it was; and that his Excellence 
annot Anſwer his Acting in this Manner, with- 
put the Advice or knowledge of the Council 
ad they indeed conſented to this baſe Action, ge 
tight as a pretext, have alledg d that theſe of Fh 
ere juſtly-puniſh'd, becauſe they murther d ſome 
Women of Elmina as they were paſſing by them; 
ho' tis very improbable , becauſe the Fera- 
. proteſted themſelves innocent of this Fact, 
nd kept up a good Correnſpondence with us; 
„or is it to be imagined they durſt fo far Injure 
or offer ſucha piece of Villany;or thata fter that 
bey ſhould Fearleſs, and Defenceleſs come to our 
Market to vend their Commodities, is what can 
ever be believed by unprejudiced Perſons. But 
gan everal boldly affirmed th 


at the above-mention'd 
Murther of the Women was committed by the 
exrF{contrivance and Command of Alim himfelf, 

5 Gard Tecky-4nkan ; deſignedly to lay it to the 
in charge of the Commaniant, in order to ſerve as 

die fpecious Pretext to juſtify our breaking, and 

interrupting all Commerce with them. Whether. 


40 J Deſcription of the Lr. Ill, 
this be true or falſe Heaven only can determine, 
But it is certain that the Gentlemen of the 
Council, though they reſented it as an Abomij. 
nable Action, were not {| willing to.. diſcove 
their Sentiments when paſt, becauſe the Blame 
muſt neceſſarily fall upon Akim, who they kney 
to be Villain enough to Revenge himſelf at che 
expence of their Lives; for which Reaſon they 
lled-it over. at SEACE. ...Þ oo hs dc, 
Buy theſe unwarrantable Practices our Trad: 
at Elmina was immediately ſtifled., and the 
Commanians and Fetuans were become our pro: 
feſſed Enemies; which ſo animated the Engliſh 
that inſtead of making Peace with the Sabcean 
the ſtrongeſt of the two, they ſtrengthned them. 
ſelves to the utmoſt, and once more Engage 
the Commanians ; who with their ſmall Forc 
behaved themſelves ſo well, that they had ce: 
tainly got the Day if their General had nc 
been obliged to retire out of the Army by 
Wound he received ; which ſo confounded then 
that after they had began to put their Enemies 
to Flight, upon miſſing their Commander 
they betook themſeſves to their Heels in the ut 
molt Diſorder ; leaving Tecki Ankan and his Fol 
lowers an intire Victory; their General and { 
veral of the moſt Conſiderable amongſt then 
being killd and taken Priſoners. By this Suc 
ceſs Tecki-Ankan became King of Commany ; ani 
we as well as the Engliſh had a ſhare of Adv: 
tage by it; though we might if other Meaſurc 
had been taken have done our ſelves much mor 
. conſiderable” Services; but not to lay dow! 
uncertainties for undeniable Truths, All Met 
_. whilſt they are Men are liable to Frailties, an 
the Managers of this Affair had their frailtit 
as well as others. Thus I have ſaid enough of the 
NE ous „%%% „ and Con 
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gr. III. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 
mmanian: War, and its true Source, by which 

u may be the better enabled to ſpeak of it 
Occaſion, and though I have left Blanks 

r the Names of our Governors you cannot 

> ignorant who is chere intended; I have al- 

) handled the whole as tenderly as was poſſi - 

e without e to Truth; and what is 
id to the diſadvantage of Mr. ought 
cher to be aſcribed to his miſtaken Opinion 
his Favourite Alim, than to any ill intenti- 

; but if you ask how he became ſo fond of 
im, tis Reported that before he was Preferred 

). the: Government, this Wrech ſerved him 

ith a Fidelity. uncommon amongſt the Negroes 

hich tinqur'd . him with fuch a ſettled g 
pinion of . „that he never could believe 
ny thing againſt him. However it was, tis 
ertain that his fond Affection to this Vilkin, 

as by him abuſed only to enrich himſelf and 
2nder his Maſters Government Odious to all 
eople ; and thus he is liable to be injured 'who + 
poleth too much Confidence in any one Man 
Nc A the good intentions of others to 
n | = GO Y 


| I ſhall ſubmit chis Relation 60 your impartial 
dgment and return to the end of Commany. 


— 


hree little Miles below our Fort Vredenburg at 
e Village or Town of Mina is ſituate the Ca- 


e of St. 3 ſo Famous through- 


ut the World; it takes its Name from the 
own, but why the Portugueze who were its 
aptizers, gave it this Name, I cannot deter- 

þ . 5 N a 
ine; for no Gold Mines are found for ſeve- 

al Miles about it; but if I may gueſs, I am 
pt to think it was becauſe here they found a 
reat affluence. of Gold from all Parts; which 

. 2 a * = ® * : : * - 22 

eming juſt as if it came immediately From 
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Braſs-Guns ; beſides, the lower Battery is fill. 
wit Iron Pieces, which are daily fird by wa 


Officers beſides, all which may be fo convenient 
_ complain. I ſhall begin the Bones of the 
ich J ſent 


aà View of each Side Marked Numb. 1, and: 
| ſomewhat too ſoon, hath committed ſome final 
_ skilfal Obſervers. 


Under, or before this Caftle, is the Town e 
Mina, called by the Natives, Oddenz ; it is ver 


A Deſeriptionof the Lx r. II 
the Mines, might probably induce them 
give it this Name, which it hath ever ſing 
kept. I cannot pretend to inform you exaq) 
when they began to build the Caftle, but ci 
only tell you that we took it from them i 
1638, and it is indeed juſtly become Famoy 
for to ſpeak but the hare Truth of it, for Bea 
ty and Strength, it hath not its Equal upon th 
whole Coaft. It is Built ſquare with very hig 
Walls, Four good Batteries within and anothe 
on the Out- Work of the Caſtle; on the fide to 
wards the Land it is Adorn'd with two Can 
cut in the Rock on which it ſtands, which an 
always furniſhed with Rain or freſh Water fuf 
cient for the uſe of our Garriſon and Ship 
Beſides which we have within the Caſtle the 
very fine Ciſterns, holding ſeveral hundred Tur 
to preſerve Rain-water, ſo that we are in n 
great danger of wanting that neceſſary El 
ment. Upon the Caſtle are plac'd ———heavi 


of Salutation to Ships and on ſuch like Occa 
ons. There is room for a Garrifon of abon 
200 Men in this Caſtle as well as for ſever 
ly Lodg'd that they would have no Reafon t 
Forts, with this Caſtle, of wl 


but the Drawer running away from his Maſte 


Error, which yet can only be difcovered by ver) 


| built 
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built with Ragk-Stone' in which it differs from 
alb other Places, they being uſunlly only con. 
poſed of Clap, 4nd Woed: About 27 "or x6 
Years paſt it was very Poputotis, And eight 
times as ſtrong as at preſent, the Inhabitants be- 
ing then very Terrible to all the Negroes on the 
Coaſt, and ſuch as could under good General 
ſucceed in great Undertakings; hut about 15 
Years paſt the Small-Pox ſwept away ſo many, 
and ſince by the Commanian Wars, together 
with the Tyrannical Government of ſome of 
their Generals, they have been ſo miſerably Depo- 
ulated and Impoveriſhed, that tis hardly to be 
believed how weak it is at preſent ; it not being 
able to Furniſh out Fifty Armed Men without 


the help-of WC 
there is no Place upon the whole Gold- Coaſt 


without ſome of the Negroes of Elmina, 
for ſome; of them who were Friends to 
the Commanians fled to them, but moſt of them 
from the Tyranny of their Governors and our 
above-mentioned Aim, who only kept them 
as Sheep for '$laugfiter! When I firſt came up- 
on the Coaſt, I have frequently told Five or 
Six Hundred Canoes which went a Fiſhing 
every Morning ; whereas now ſcarce One Hun- 
dred appear, and all the People ſo Poor, 
that their miſerable Caſe is very Deplorable, 
eſpecially if we refle& upon their former Con- 


that a Governor ſhould quickly be ſet over 


them ; who by Mild Uſage would ſoon recall 
the Deſerters, eſpecially if he were ſo Prudent 
as to Baniſh, or ft leaſt cramp Akim ſo that 
he ſhould not be able to go far in-land, where 
he hath at our Coſt made himſelf fo 1 
Friends that he would certainly do more 3 
JJ. EY ODT ET in Rs n iet. 
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A Deſeription of the LET. III 
chief. This is what I am of Opinion would 
Succeed well if put in Practice, and I hear. 
tily wiſh it for the Good of our Company, 
and all the poor People of the Village; in 
which Hope and Expectation I conclude, ec, 


| The End of the Third Latter, 
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Containing a Deſcription of Fetu, and our Fort, to- 
rether with the Chief Place of Reſidence of the 
Engliſh, and another Fort there Situated. A De- 
ſcription Saboe and Fort Naſſaw there; of 
Fantyn and the Places poſſeſſed by us and the En- 
gliſh : The great Power and Perverſe Nature of the - 
Fantynean- Negroes, by which we as well as the 
Engliſh ſuffer very cbt. 


" Wrote to you=——my Laft, which though 
it met with a tedious Paſſage I hope did not 
prove diſagreeable when it reach'd your hands, 
and fince I ſent that T am honoured with yours 
of the 24th. brought to the Coaſt by a Zeeland 
Interloper. I cannot help obſerving, that 
puſh'd on by a very inquiſitive Genius, you 
not only make uſe of all Opportunities of Wri- 
ting to me, continually urging me to purſue 
my Deſcription of the Coaſt : But are always 
8 "me in Mind of Anſwering by the fame 
ip. But my very good Friend,don't you know 
that T am forbidden the receiving of any Let- 
ters from, or delivery of any to ſuch Ships. 1 
dare ſay you think there is no difference what 
Ship brings the Letter if it be right delivered: 
well, to tell you the Truth, I don't think the 
difference very great, and provided our Com- 
pany be not Injured I cannot ſee any Crime in 
it; wherefore you may be aſſured that I ſhall 
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ſlip no Opportunity, and if you pleaſe to con- 74 


tinue the ſame Care, the opportunities here, 
and in Europe, are ſo Frequent that we may be 
enabled 


as | Aildgfription of tha IN 
eanble by the continual interchange of Letter 
to be always informed of each others w 
From my former three, which in all brobabilty 
you have ceived before now Nou found that Tan 
Foe enough and conſequently need not be ask 
twice: But te..gratify your deſxe as effectualh 
as I can, I ſhall ff begin where I broke off m 
laſt at the Caſtle a Elmina,and ſo cone f 

' Deſcription! 7/ mA zz g0dr2 No ny 
oy Below, OR next Our Caſtle, and by tlie 
lage Mina, runs a ſmall River inwards . 
the Country for about half 4 Mile, che Water of 
which according to Monſieur Feoquenbrop, is ten 
times Salter than the ſalteſt Brine or Pickle: 
Though I have in the Months of May and Fun, 
found it * as Rain: water: perhaps be- 
cauſe in the onths the R Tio are ſo grett, 
s Waters fall off the circumjacent Hill 
is River as ſwifthy as a Tyde from the 
1 . this Place is very convenient far 
* 8 ſo har 25 it would 
eaſily turn a Mi What. Focquaenbreg 
athyms, of es bust Pech muſt, be un. 
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Into — Rene have þ x het wp $ For 
they boil this Water into Salk by, which they 
gain conſiderably. This Riyer e AR the 
An ot  Commany from that, Fe Feru. Near 
this an in Fett, 15 ſituate uUNGA:a igh Hill, gal- 
led St. Jago our Fortreſs of Canraadiburg, Which 
is a Beaatiful Quadrangular Fort, ſtrengthned 
as moſt of ours are with four good Batteries, 
des four leſſer which it hath in the Out- 
that encompaſſes it. In ſhort, here 
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gr. VL. Gold-Conff F Guinea: 8 


arriſon'd, it would do very good Service. The 
hrawing of it Numb. z. ſhews you an indiffe- 


dorns the Building, but from the Top affords 
moſt Beautiful Proſpect of the. circumjacent 
and and Ocean, as well as uſefully ferves to 
fcover Ships leren or eight Miles diſtant at 
Before any Fort was built upon St. Jago, that 
ill was of great Setvice; twas from thence 


render, for our Cannon Planted there per- 
y Commanded the Caſtle; wherefore we 
f t to OY cottcern'd for the Defence 
Prefervatton of this Fort and Hill, for theſe 
ce Joft , che Caffte of St. Gee could 
pt hold out long. ; and accordih 7 therefore 
much Care is Aicha taken of this. as the 


uaint you that t at Land is Forty Miles long 
hd about as broad: Tt begins, as I have told 
bu above, with the Hill St. Fago, or the Sale 
iwer, arid ends below the Danih Mount, paſ- 
hg by Cabs-cors... This Country was formerly 


to all its Neighbour-Nations, eſpecially that 
cCommany which it Subjected to its Govern: 
dent. But tis at preſent ſo drained by conti- 


oft owns the Commanians its Maſters; The 
ing of Feta nor his Nobles not daring to. ſtir 
ithout the permiffion of the 77 94 of Comma 
„ The greateſt Cauſe of which is, that = 

5 ; _ 


nt high Tower in the Middle, which 95 


fe chiefly obliged the” Caſtie of St. George ti 


aſtle it ſelf, chere being always an Enſign 
f there wich à good Garrifon under his 
ommard. St. 745 og in Fels, 1 fall here 


powerful and Poputous that it ſtruck Terror 


ual Wars, that it is intirely Ruin d, and al- 


cannon enough, and the Fort is ſo ſtrong, that 
it wers Well Stored with Proviſions, and well 


= 


A Defeription of th Tr. If 


te Commanian Wars Fetu was divided, pu _ 
of it adhered to the Commanians and part to al — 
Side, and ſome of each being killed, they fu, 0 5 
fered a double Loſs, and were very. much d 5. : 8 
miniſhed in the laſt Battle, ſo that you may y 15 
ry well conjecture they cannot be very. Num bY of 
rous; nor indeed are there enough to give thi | p 
fine Country its proper Tillage, though, it | 15 th 
fruitful and pleaſant that it may be compared i befor 
Ante. Frequently upon walking through it, beſoſ it fre 
the laſt War, I have ſeen it abound with fine wel TI 
built and populous Towns ſo agreeably enrich a ver 
with vaſt quantities of Cor n and Cattle, ' Pal 0 of the 
Wine, and Oyl, that it was not a little pleaſantii wret 
obſerve; but what was moſt Charming was t They 
it was ſo covered with ſmooth ſtreight Path Com; 
and Trees ſtanding ſo thick together from part) 
mina to Simbe (a Village about a Mile and h quit 
up the Fetuan Country) that I have been ſhelu ver d 
red both from Sun and Rain. The Beautifi thereb 
Lofty Trees on the Hills and Freſh Rivers i ment. 
this Country do not a little Adorn it. In-ſhonl Agree 
this Land very well deſerves its ſituation ſo nei ably 
our chief place of Reſidence,  _. . . Main : 
The Inhabitants. all apply. themſelyes with contra 
out any diſtinction to Agriculture, ſome ſolif bave c 
Corn, others preſs Oyl and draw Wine fro withit: 
the Palm-Tree, with both Which it is pleniſ are ch 
fully Stored. About three Miles on Foot, ¶ velco: 
two long ones by Sea from this Place, at ti pleaſes 
Town of Ovegwa, or according to others, Cain Dri 
core, which is a Cape bearing out at Sea, Wo Bra 
the Ezg/ſh Chief Fort, which, next to that make 
St. George 4 Elmina is the Largeſt and moſt the 
Beautifull on the whole Coaſt ; within it ſelling | 
well furniſhed with fine and well- built Dwe(ſWor the 
 Ting-places ; before it they have alſo. bak a ſp 
4 | Hie leo be v. 


ET- II 1 ET. IV. God Coaf of Guinen. 
ed, pe high Turret to ſecure the Lives of the People of 
rt to i the Town, in caſe of an Invaſton of Hoſtile Ne- 
hey fu grozs, The Fort is ſtrengthened with four very 
much ai large Batteries, befides a fifth; on which are 
3 8 Vl planted thirteen Pieces of heavy Cannon; and 
Num theſe being pointed at the Water Paſſage, can eaſi- 
81VS ug iy prevent any Ships of their Enemies anchoring 
h, it 15.108 in that Road! beſides which a great Rock lies juſt 
nparedy before the Fort; ſo that it is 1mpothble to ſhoot at 
ic, betas it from the Sea.” 
fine wel The worſt of all is, that here is generally but 
en rich 2 very weak Garriſon; one part of which, I mean 
le, Pala of the Soldiers, conſiſts of ſuch miſerable poor 
leafantWl Wretches, that the very ſight of them excites Pity. 
; was th They look as awkward and wriſled as an old 
zht Path Company of 'Sparzards ; the Reaſon of which is 
from partly that they greedily entertain thoſe who 
and hi quit or deſert dur Service: Which they will ne- 


en ſhelu ver deliver over to us out of a miſtaken Mercy, 
Beaut Wl thereby freeing them from their deſerved Punifhi- 
ers il ment. And though by firm Promiſes and mutual 
Thonlſfl Agreement, te have frequently and interchange- 
nei ably obliged our ſelves not to countenance or enter- 
ain any Deſerters from each other. but on the 
yes with contrary to ſend them home in Irons, yet the) 
ſome ſolffE have once more broken the Articles: And not. 
Vine fron withſtanding, that thoſe who run away from us 
is pleniſ are chiefly ſottiſh- Wretches, yet they are very 
Foot, ¶ welcome to them; the Emghz/b never being better 
ce, at t pleaſed than when the Soldier ſpends his Money 
hers, Chin Drink, eſpecially in Punch: A Liquor made 
at Sea, Wot Brandy, e ee and Sugar, which 
to that ¶ make altogether an unwholeſome Mixture. Some 
and moot the Agents make a conſiderable Advantage of 
ithin it Helling this Liquor by their Emiſſaries under- hand; 
ile DweWior the Soldier pays double its value, and thoſe 
10 built ho ſpend but a little Money that way, are ſure 
Hie do be very well beaten, 2 taking no care he- 
+ . : ther 


1 mmer the Soldier at Pay- day faves Gold enough th 
| buy Victuals, for it is ſufficlent if he have but ſpent 
it in Punch; by which exce ſſive tipling and ſor 
ry feeding moſt of the Garrifon look as if they 
were Hag · ridden. This is à fault which ſome 
greedy Agents Will not correct, becauſe they 
— looſe too much by an Alteration, 24 
Tis very well known that you are a Lan 
by :ſician, but I cannot tell whether you are of 
i Bonteko?'s Opinion, who ventures to ſay, that 
moſt Men ſhorten their Days by. an n irregulat 
6 way of Living; but this maſt be candidly inter 
pPreted: However, you underſtanding this beſt, 
I ſhall leave it to you to determine; but if our 
mentioned Author means ſuch. irtegular Lives # 
the Engliſh Soldiers live here, I ſhould make Nb 
_ Difficulty to: declare for his Doctrine. Tis in 
I _credible how 9 are conn 9 this dam 
_— nable Liquor ( eſlien,) which-s' 
| not only confine. to ts to ts 25 but £ oy & 
* rincipal People are fo to it, that] 
2 3 75 believe for all the time LI was upon the Coaſt, Wand for 
| x tg at leaſt. one of their Agents, and Factors in 
; numerable died yearly. So that if the State of reater 
Health in Guinea * computed by the number d A 
the Ergliþ which dye here, certainly this County) 
muſt have a — unhealchful Name 9 
Lud, than with us,; and to tell an Hxliſi man that 
theip Lilneſs proceeds: from their Debauches in'ths 
Liquor, wanld fhgnfie juſt as much as to inform 
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them chat the exceſſive eating of Fleſh (of which the le 
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ually TE its Inhabitants ; for "when they 
me 

iin them to F aflift-them in buying 
Slaves ; after which icy liking the” Place, Sn 


here, and fefdom remember to come home again; 


he Houſes are in a ruinated Condition 


anon, and arrifoned I believe with about as 
any Men. This doth, or ſhou'd ſerve, as they 


rel} as det 
nemies, that come from the In-land Country; 


Marge, their Caſtle being fo hich that it will 

y perform that Office alone T have herewith ſent 
you the Sketches of the Fug chief Fort, and of that 
pon the Deen Sthen or Daniſh Mount, No. 4 and 5. 


ouke, not Unlike a fmall Fort, with a Fla on it 


ulatto, by. Name Edward Ba rter, net ath a 
greater Power on the Coaſt, than all the three H- 
0 755 tagether (in whomthe Fg e 
f the is ve Jointly; 30 NG 

Reafon Kd their ſhort ſtay hens 26 re ſo B ac- 
uainted with the Affairs of this Cat that they 
uffer themſelves to be guided by him, who very 


e is become fo conſiderable. that 15 can raiſe 


s own Slaves, and the reft Free-Men, that ad- 
re to him: 80 that his Intereft is at preſent. ſo 
great that he is very much reſpected, honoured 
ind ſerved” b. the principal People about him 
nd whoever defi wy to Trade with the Bal». 


E 2 This” 


Ba 0 alwa take ſome of 2 


» that at preſetm the Village is half waſted, and 


Behind this Town the Egli have a ' rourid 5 
Tower; upon which are planted fix Pieces of 


ay, to Keep © Negroes of the Town in Awe, as 
end them from all other Negroes their 


put, in my Opinion, tis a perfect 2 | 


Under the Engliſh Fort you, may obſerve 2 
ind ſome Cannon; this is inhabited by an! Im 


rell knows how to make his Advantage of them: 


large number of Armed Men; ſome whereof are 


11 Ul ſtand well with him before he Can ſucceed; = {> L 


[ 

; 

g ' 
3 | 
4 m1 
1 

: 

: 

| 

.= 

' 

Wt 

: 

* 

. 


7 
» 
re 
5 
v1 
7 [ ' 
* 
o : 4 
9 
1 p 
LF: 
b 
4 j 
4 
* LI 
o N 
7 
i. 5 . 
Wo 
2 
i 
_= 
' Ba 
- 
k] N 
pe i 
d ® 
5 
1 * 
1 
60 1 
7 
* - = :. 
| LIK + 
8&1 
1 & 
71 £ 
1 
. 1 . 
1 7 
1 1 
2 E 
* * 
k 
"7 
TE! by 
9:10 2 
. > 1 
1 
Nie 
E 7 
L189 
i 5 * 
e 
97 in 
1 1 
. | 
_ 
. 4% 
* 11177 
7 ine 
n 
o +. 4 4 
1 * 
N 
4® 
4 


A 


re _ a Py a we — . 
z 2 P * y — 
2 : L . "So a. 
— ; \ , * * 4 k — Dr. —— "PEP — 
— 2 — — — = 
anc Pe 5 4 — 2 [I . — 7 


— rr oY 
__ I. * 
Fs p _ 

app orren ey wane 


7 ard > 
2 * - 3 
- — 


32 


acquired by the Advantage he hath of Readin 


as we do of ours at St. Ju%; but. withai 


; | 
A * 


A Deſcription of ie LET 
This Mulatto pretends to be a Chriſtian; and} 


his Knowledge of that Religion, which he hal 


aud Writing, might very well paſs for. on 
but his Courſe of Life is utterly contradictory 
For though he is Lawfully married in Exla 
he hath above eight Wives, and as many Miftrd 
. ſes. But this the. Exgliſß muſt not take for I) 
. honeſt or Irreligious, ſince moſt of their chit 
Officers or Governours follow the Mulatto's Exan 


ple pretty cloſe, for I believe that two of thep 
yent Agents have abgut Hit, Df if rs 
In the Draught of Cabocorſe upon the Dau 
Mount (fo called becauſe the Danes. poſſeſsdj 
before the Znglſh) you may obſerve anoth 


'Exglihb Fort; .cf which they boaſt as m 


the leaſt Reaſon, for it lay four Yea 
more like a deſolate Country e than 
Fortreſs; its ſhattered Walls mended wil 
Clay, and its Houſe within covered with Reel 
as "thoſe of the. Negroes ;- and if I were an uti 
Stranger to the Slovenlineſs of the Eygliþ, 
"ſhould admire why they are ſo careleſs of a pla 
of ſo great an Importance: For if an Enemy 
comes Maſter of this Hill, and plants but ſix N 
ces of Cannon there, he is conſequentially Mak 
of Cabocors alſo, it lying fo far at his Mercy th 
he may from hence level it with the Ground 
and yet it continued in this ridiculons Canditi 
all the laff War, and might eaſily have been 
ken by twelve Men; and really we cannot hel 
wondering here to ſee the Engl;ſb regard nothin 
ſo much as enriching themſelves at the Expen 
ofthe Mins / ---i 8 
But at laſt, it ſeems, ſome well-meanig 
Officer has informed the Gentlemen of the 4 
can Company in Eigland, of the wretched fiatei 
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LET. XIx. Gold Coat of Guine. 33 ; 
Inis Fortreſs; for in the Year 1699. erpreſi Or- —— 
lers came to repair and put it ina poſture of De- 
ence; and ever ſince they have n = - 
having intirely pulled down the old one. The 
\zents obliged me with a ſight of the Model; 
urſuant to which that already finiſhed is built, as 
he whole is intended; and by this I 197 they 
lo not N to take ina large compaſs of Ground: 

t when finiſhed it will be ſo ſtrong that no Fort 
n the Coaſt will be compared to it. The Form 
f it, and the natural Strength of the Hill, which 
hey intend to cut ſteep ; ſo that but one acceſs to it 

h be left, will render it fo ſtrong, that if well 
ored with Proviſions, and well garriſoned, it 
annot be taken without great Difficulty ; which 
ill be yet augmented if we conſider that the E- 
mies, being unaccuſtomed to the Air, and ap- 
rehenſive. of the Natives, can hardly beſiege it: 
hey who would have it mult take it by rprize; 
dare engage when it is finiſned the ERM⁴⁹ii, 
y ſafely depend on it : But the Building advan» © 
s ſo ſlowly, that Heaven knows when that will A 
But to leave the Engliſh to ſhift for themſelves. | : 1 


d to come to our Defcription of Saboe, which 
pins at the bottom of this Hill, and ends about. 
lf a Mile below Mouree, being in its whole Ex. 
nt along the Shoar hardly two Miles long, ang 
out twice as broad. From the Daniſh Mount tis 
iu out a little half Mile to Congo, Where we for- 
erly had a fine Stone-houſe, divided and ſituated 
on two Hitlocks, where our Flag was planted ; 
which there is only a ſmall remainder left, uk | 
aent to prove our Propriety: And indeed we I 
nnot expect any other Advantage by building ny 
this place than to keep out other Europeans; for 1 
any of them ſhould ſettle here, they might "= 
ry much prejudice our Trade at Mouree. 


: E 3 „„ Saboe 
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A Deſcription of tte LE T. IV 
Saboe is about equal in Power with Commayli 
and its Inhabitants exactly as great Villains, wy 

being obliged to blame their King, next the Exil 
for che miſcarriage of our Deſign againſt Com 
1 many. For this ignominious Wretch, under preteng 
Rm of being Moderator betwixt the Commanjay 
ns | and us, abuſed us ſeveral times by dilat 
and fraudulent Means; which though we pla] 
ſaw, yet we were afraid to reſent; leaft inſtead of | 
feigned Friend, we ſhould make him our prof 
fed Enemy: And for this Reaſon we were oblipy 
not only to paſs by his mean: ſpirited Frauds 
cblrved but ſometimes alſo to make him à Pn 
The Kigdom of Saboe produceth in great abu 
| dance, Corn, Fammes, Potatoes, and other Fai 
| of the Earth ; with which and Palm-Oil about a 
hundred Caroas are daily laden at;Mouree,  boun 

J) ¾ V 1 8 
At Moyree about half a Mile below Congo, ſtant 
our Fort Naſſaw, built by our ſelves, which was ay 
chief place of Reſidence when the Portugueſe hul 
Elnina; and really if Elma were hot in being 
we needed not to he aſhamed toown this for our c 
Fort. It is almoſt ſquare, the Front being ſom 
| . what the broadeſt; it is provided with four Bal 
| teries and Eighteen Pieces of Cannon; the Wall 
are higher than thoſe of any Fort, except Elm 


upon the whole Coaſt; the Curtain takes in 
two Sea-Batteries, and 1s fo ſpacions and canvet 
ent, that we might eafily. make ſuch a Batt: 

the Engliſh have at Cabocors : But its great 
Ornaments and Conveniences are the four Tow 
placed at its four Corners, To be ſhort, this Fa 
is next Elmina, our beſt, as you may ſee in 
Draughts of it, No. 6. and 7. It was forme 
garriſoned by ſeventy or ei ty Men; whol 
number at preſent is very meh diminiſhed, 5 


„ 


three ; 
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We | Oe. n Rant, Nr re e 
the Eg The Village Monree lying under it, is not ſo large 
unſt ns Elnina, but more populous; the greateſt part 

l its Inhabitants are Fiſher- men, | who go out 


„ and upon their return are obliged to pay the 


his Town. This ſort of Toll we yet reſerve at 
hree places beſides, viz. at Aim, Chama" and 
nina, by reaſon we have conquered theſe places, 


re oblige 
5 J gh I dare not afhrm that Of AMeonree. No o- 


im à Pn 
3 lo any of them exerciſe ſuch a Sovereign Autho- 
ity over their Mroe Subjects as we; which is 
ndeed chiefly their own fault, and by their means 
ve have alſo loſt ſome of out former Power. 
Before I leave Sabo I muſt inform you that its 
Natives have been longeſt knoten to our Company, 
(hoſe Directors have ſeen! two of their Ambaſſu- 
ch was odors at Amſterdam, though ſo long ago, that 1 
now nathing of their Reception or their Errand 
in beim Holland 5 of both which the preſent King 1s as 
enorant as my ſel l. 


reat ab 


her H 


bean Country; but having ti me enough on my Hands 
o deſcribe the Fautynean Land, I ſhall take this 
opportunity to do it. This Country Borders on 


about a quarter of a Mile long, and hath on its 
ligheſt part a charming Walk fo thickly ſnaded 
| with Trees that the Light is obſcured at Noon-day. 
SER From the foot af this Hill Fantyn extends it ſelf 
ee in li 


former alſo ſome Miles broad. 


; Wh The Eugliſb have a Fort in this Country belides 


hed, thi three Lodges, as we have a Fort here alſo. The 
HE firſt 


* £4x * 5 * > * 
N \ | 


very. Morning four or five Hundred Canons to 


ih Fiſh as Toll to our Factor, who governs | 


ther Europeans have this peculiar: Prerogative, nor 


[ deſigned to have ended this Letter with the Sa- 


the Weſt of Saboe; the Iron Mount half a Mile 
low Monree, being its Extremity: This Hill is 


about nine or ten Miles along the Sea-ſide, being 


” BY 4 8 5 « 
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T. Mer. w. Gold of Coaft Guinea. = 


I viel Here is no King, the Government being in the 
le intin lands of a Chief Commander, whom they call 
u, who heir Brafo, a Word importing Leader. He is a 

fort of Chief Governour, and has the greateſt 


rve the | 
oower of any in the whole Land, but is ſome- 


ho are a fort of National Councellors, not 


ec ORIG to their Inclinations, without 
ofoking the raffo 3 beſides theſe every of 
antyn hath alſo its particular Chief, who will ſome- 


ath the ineffectual Name only of Supreme 
Power. 1 * 5 


The In-land Inhabitants, beſides Trading, are 


f which they haveaſort here call d Suałer (which 
aenifies the ſame as in Exgliſßi) from its extraordi- 
xy exhilarating Qualities, which are experienced 
dy thoſe who take large Draughts of it; tis ſold at 
to oh 


ce then reedlily bought up, that there is ſeldom | enough | 


% may 1 ene gp 5, 
whole e Negroes of Fantyn drive a very great Trade 
> wholWv1th all ſorts. of Interlopers, and that freely and 
in pro oldly in the ſight of both Nations; I mean the 


Evgliſh and Dutch, neither of them daring to hin- 


Ciri er it: For if they ſhould attempt it, twould 
d foonWuine them there, we not having the leaſt Power 
ir Ter ver this Nation. There are, I believe, four Thou- 

ous, i and Fiſhermen in this Country. „„ 
of Ne But to proceed on our Journey; about half a 

which Mile further, we come to Adja a Village, 
Ships rhere, as well as formerly at mamabo, we had a 
rogam ort, till by Treachery we were forced out of it 
d tray the Engi; who being jointly engarriſoned 


em. Nrith our Men, treated them in a. barbarous and 


Hen Flag 


what cloſely. reſtrained by the old Men, : 


nlike ſome European Parliament, acting per- 


W-mployed in Tillage and drawing of Palm- Wine: 


fouble the price of the common fort, and fo 


rue] manner. The Evglih have planted their 


imes ſcarce own himſelf Subject to the Braffo, who 


418665. This Fort Feud 
5 . containing twenty Pieces of Canna 
8 Bethe bre 
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4 Def ion . LET:1 
Flag upon 2 4 Naror's Houſe here, and d 
Com y hath on e Factor here to buy Millet 
the F aw for Thee Slave Ships; but he: find F? 
ing eater Profit in om, With: the Interlopy _— - 
8 ttle ower, 3 at th e, eq 

oe: Cormantyn „fands our — e 5 thy 
chief * of the Exliß, till wo. 
driven from thence by Admiral De 5 

= ſufficiently 1 
8 N by three mall and a age 


Miah 


il 


| 


#| 


N 


Mt 
| 


: wing No. 10 and 11. The Goveruiay 
et over this Fort is a chief Factor, as that 
Monree. A moderate Charge would very much im 
prove this Fortreſs; but the Commerce of f 
Place not being ſufficient to bear the Expence, 
ter to let alone. This Village is {o-ſmall 4 
. poor is is not worth our thoughts. B. 
eat Cormantyn, a Town which lies a Cannoneſhy 
ov our Fort upon a high Hill, is ſo large an 
populous that it very well deſerves the Name 4 


nm 


2 0 n — 


0 


— 


Traders, are Fiſhermen, amounting to the nun 
der of 7 or 800, and ſometimes 1000. Fromthi 

place-the Country of Fenty: reaches 7 or 8 Mig 
on the Shore, ha. all the way. repleniſhed wall 
{mall Villages very pleaſant to obſerve in — y 


ny F * N 


At the end of Panty: the Engliſh two. Years pal 
| planted another Flag, -and began to build a Fart 
whether their -Expectations were not ſatisfied, d 
they could not agree with the Negroes is uncertain 
but at preſent they are endeavouring to remove i 
the Materials from thence; which the Noe Coul 
wander i in Chief hath hitherto handered, anal 6 
it will end Tune mult Om +: ac 
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FT. IV. Gold Caaſt of Guines, 5g 
from what I have ſaid you may be informed 

hat places the Eyglib and we poſſeſs in Fantyn, 3 | 
th of us having an equal Power, that is, none at | | 
. For when theſe villanous People are enclined ll 
it, they ſhut up all the Paſſes ſo cloſe that not j 
e Merchant can poſſibly come from the In- land 2 
ountry to trade with us, and ſometimes „ | 
ntent withis, they prevent the bringing Proviſi- 5 
sto us, till we have made Peace with them. | | 


bey have a hank upon us, we having, formerly 
entracted to give them a good Sumnt of ready 
| oney, beſides 300 Gilders for wy one of the 
ompanies Ships which for the future ſhould bring 
ny Goods hither. in conſideration of their Aid in the | 
aking Fort Anſterdam, and other auxiliay A ſſiſtance; 
ut in this Contract it was particularly ſtipulated, 
hat Slave · Ships ſhould be excepted rom paying any 
ing: Notwithſtanding which they are now be- 
ome ſo unreaſonable, that they will make no differ- 
nce between Slave-Ships and others, obliging us e- 
ually to pay for all; and all our Remonſtrances 
hat it is contrary to the Treaty are wholly inef- 
equal ; for if we will live at quiet, we are always 
bliged to humour them. They alſo extort a good 
dum from the Engl yearly. In ſhort, they treat 
s both alike. But having ſaid 3 for this 


ime, I deſire you'd: accept the repeated aſſurances 
ff my Service, Fe. eee e | 
5 5 
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Deſcribing the Country of Acron, and on 
Fort there Agonna, and the Engliſh H 
+ there; and laſily, the great Kingdom 
| Aquamboe, and the Engliſh, Daniſh af 
2 Dutch Forts in it; together with ſome n 
 markable Events in that Country. 


* : \ : ? 
e 


SIR, 


J laſt of the 27 — concluded with Fun 
The yet undeſcribed Remainder of the Gol 

Coaff, contains the Three following Kingdom 
viz. Acron, Agoma, and Aquamboe The fiſt 
whereof borders on the Fantynsan Commtiy ; and 
in the middle of it, at the Village am, in the 


Year 1697, we began to build a ſimall Fort, a rcept t. 

rather Houſe, now fortified with two Batteries, a nai hi 

the Draught will better inform you No. 12 and ij; m was 

[ To this we have given the Name of Fort Leydſam Wl Tne P. 
A beyd, i. e. — mars Oe with . Far; fo 

| oppor of exerciſing that Vertue in buildig tea, 

| | oft, by the frequent oppoſtions of the Ne 

® Our chief Factor there, by the deadneſs of Trade ne then 
in and the depraved Nature of the Inhabitants, is ſo % 4 
i perplexed, that he hath enough to do to keep hö Heryv Ye: 
if dee we I 3 yes ſo _ in 15 2 of 
If - £2 tion as by theſe Natives; they appeared 10M... .: 
3h wall l chat by my Advice the bake i 8 

N this Fort was very much expedited ; but I ſoon Meat ab 


enough repented of it. Upon the two Batteries 
are eight Pieces of Cannon; but its greateſt Strength 
and Ornament is derived from a fine Turret be- 
fore it. | £ E 

The 


r four N 
If had 
er not 1 


{ 


9 
| ha . W 


ze Village which lies under it is very little, 
d formerly, as well as now, only inhabited by 
iſhermen. But this place, as well as all Aron, is 
ry conveniently ſituated for Trade; and if the 
atives were more tractable, might in few Years 


EF 


ooſe Savage Humour occaſioned all the Differen- 
s we have had; and the oppoſition we have met 
ith here. I have ſeveral times difcourſed with 
im, and tho* I could not diſcover any Capacity 


et the whole Council turns upon and centers in 


n E im. The reſt of the Chiefs are all very good | 
80 ö. len, and are not for puſhing on War. Thie King, 


ho is about ſeventy years of Age, is an extraor- 
nary good-natur'd Man, with whom I have of- 


$ — n been very merry, : He is thought to be the 
1 m te cheſt Prince in Ready-money on the whole Coaſt 
"IT A rcept the King of Aquamboe ;) and yet I have ob- 
ww; red him ſo meanly robed, that all he had about 
1 Im was not worth half a Crown. N 
125 r The People of Acron ſeldom or never enter into 
; lde Var; for having choſen the Faytyneans: for their 
X, W roteckors, none dare-injure or attack them; by 
Th a hich they have a very good opportunity of til- 
1a 0 ng their Land in quiet; and they accordingly 
by * usband their Time and Ground ſo well, that e- 
Py xy Year produceth a plentiful Harveſt , a great 
2 41 art of which Crop they diſpoſe of to other 
rede ountries. Harts, Hares, Partridges, Pheaſants, 
nd other Wild- fowl and — are here in 
en reat abundance, and very good. About three 
dene, r four Months paſt, three or — Friends and my 
ng, lf had the Diverſion of taking a Hare in a man- 


er not very common, Behind our Fort, whi 


come a populous Town. Acron, as I told you, 

a Kingdom; but its King under the Protection 
his principal Subjects, Wan. his: Nenhowt. 
d General: This is a molt pernicious Villain, 


1 him that he was a Man of the leaſt udgment; 


— — — ——————————— ͤͤůh—-ñ—ññ᷑̃ᷓ Ew 0 
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the Egli, and entruſted with a more ample Cot 


wich for: ſeveral Years. 


I Deſeriptin of the LET. r. v. 


is built on a Hill; is a Vale about a Mile ſow „if w 
where there were abundance of Hay-cocks ; the oy 


about Twi-light, we met a, young Hare, th 


deing purſued by my Dog, took refuge in a Hy pd,” or 
cock; in which; though 8 made a diligent ſea 


we could not find him, BY at laſt burning 
Haycock, to eur mighty ſurprize, we found | 
Hare ſitting under the Aſhes of the Hay unhu 
and carried her alive with us to Elmira. Fry 
this Accident, and the vaſt quantities of Han 
I queftion not but a good pack of exquifite Hi 
ters would have very good Sport here. 
Acron is divided into Little and Great 
Little Acron is that which we have deſcribed: . Gi 
Acron is further Inland, and its Government 
a fort of Republick, if not Anarchy; and thoy 
theſe are two Countries, and have no dependanceq 
each other, yet they live in perfect Amity. 


A little below a Fort a Salt River ta Keep t] 
Courſe Inland about a Mile, which abounds b hves 
in Fiſh and Fowl, and is conſequently very f uin a! 

About a Mile further Eaſtward; in tie Count) eder 
of Ama, is a very high Hill, called Monte | his He 
Diable, or Devils Mount; to whom it is often p hd whe 
ſented by the Seamen, becauſe being very hi * K 


they N ſee it at a diftarice long before th 
cats wech in uten the Wind d contrary. fed wi 
Hl is reported to be inriched with vaſt qua {cover 
ties of Gold; of which it is alſo affirmed, hecked 
NMxpver after violent * [2] Miſtre 
ther'it to 2 conſiderub ble value, the Rain han * 
waſhed it off with the Sand. This Year d. candal. 
Mr. Baggs died at Cabocors, who was Agent | 


miſſion than any of his Predeceſſors, or the thi 
together who uſed to govern, had been chary! 


This extenſiv ve j 
{01 


had informed them of, and promifed to dig 
er to them. To this purpoſe he brought all 


t Lam certain if he had purſued his Deſign ef- 


ich, 1 believe, his Succeffors will wiſely con- 


Auma begins with or about this Hill; and is 
preſent, as it hath for ſome time paſt, been go- 
ned by a Woman, with as much Courage and 
anduct as other Countries are ruled by Men. I 
ont remember any other Kingdom amongſt the 
V:groes where the Supremacy deſcends to Females 
well as Males. This Governeſs is ſo wiſe, that 
keep the Government entirely in her own hands, 
e lives unmarried. But that ſhe _=_ not re- 
uin a perfect ſtranger to the ſoft Paſſion, fn 
knerally buys a btisk jolly Slave, with whom 
te diverts her ſelf ; probibiting him on forfeiture 
' his Head: to intrigue with any other Woman: 
nd when the Youth hath Ioſt us Charms, or her 
aſſion palls, be is exchan | 
ge will not allo her ſo honourable as to be ſa- 
sfied with one at a time; if ſhe ſhould, *twonld 


en cover 2 natural 7 Virtue, ſince, 
onde no Religion or La „ſhe is fo perfect 
vers, f Multreſs of her Favours , that ſhe may confer 


Year al candal. 


wall Fort in the Year 1694, a Draught whereaf 
& No. IA and 15. It is covered with a flat Roof, 
and hat; four Batteries, ſo large that a Man may 
aſily leap over them without a Stick; and the 


mer of —_———— along with him. 


dual ly, the Agormaſians would have treated him 
d his Men as ill as the Commanians did us; 


d for another; tho 


Guns 


About the middle of Sm the Erghþ bull a 


" 
2 9 
# 


and pam; and theirs at Dickjeſchoof ,” a f 


his own Houſe, - 


— 


* 


: A Deferiptionof the | LET E T. 
Guns are of a proportionable bigneſs, o The - 

them diſcharging a half Pound Ball:  Inſfh 
it is like our Forts at Bantry,  Zaconde, C] 


which wants another to defend it. The adjag 
Village, by ſome called Vinba, and others Sill 


is about as large as other Villages commonly Make th: 
chiefly inhabited by Fiſhermen, and very apMaſt, for 
ably ſituated amongſt Trees. Trade is hWvenge | 


at as low an Ebb as at Apam ; but when the N 
in the In. land Country come to an end, 
places will be found well fituate for Commerce 


miniſt 
ing, tl 


Aroma ſurpaſſes Acron in Largeneſs, Po his N 
and Riches; though in Fertility and [Pleaſant his ov 
they are very near equal; only the former ; Hnjuncti 
dorned with a beautiful large freſh River, why was 
both the Evgliſh and Negroes affirm to abouni ct, wh 
plentifully with Oyſters, and other Fiſn, and Hell as 
Krts of Apes, as any on the whole Coaſt: Hau ben the 
not obſerved it my ſelf, I am obliged to relateii himſe! 

a rep tt g the c 
We come next to the laſt Country on Ming was 
Gold Coaſt, namely that of Auamboe; the greſd an ir 
eſt part of which is ſituate Inland; but I ſhall WWough h 
ſeribe it among the Kingdoms af the Coaſt, an O. 
cauſe we have a daily and conſiderable | TraflifiWrty give 
with them; and their King extends his Po minion 
cover the Negroes of the Coaſt above twenty Mit in ſo 
and notwithſtanding theſe are governed by ſeni t Fancy 
ral Kings, I ſhalt venture to add them to Me to ob 
Territories, he equally exerciſing an unlimited up th 
Sovereignty aver them and his own Subject ele Mer 
His Arbitrary Deſpatick Power occaſions the u be doub 
verbial ſaying, That there are only to ſorts ite to th: 
Men in Aguamboe, of which the King and re; th: 
Friends are one, and their Slaves the other; d Ratio 
' that he wants no other Attendants than thoſe ¶ropeaus, 
62 9907.5. ered 1 


Th 


rrible to all their Neighbouring Countries, except 
um: The Nations under their Power, are miſe- 
ly tormented with the daily plundering, or 
ther robbing Viſits, the Aquambocan Soldiers 
ake them, they not daring to oppoſe em in the 


venge his Soldiers Quarrels, ſhould hear of it. 
Pme time paſt the Aguamboean Government was 
miniſtred by two, viz. the Old and Young 
ing, though the latter is excluded on pretence 
his Minority, by his Fathers Brother, affiſted 
leaſantnf his own Mother; fo that the Uncle ay in 
mer ü njunction with his Father. This double Hierar- 
er,” why was found extremely prejudicial to. the Sub- 
abouni ct, who were ſire to ſuffer from the one as 
h, and ell as the other Tyrant; till the Year 1699. 
t: Ha en the old King dying, the young one eſtabliſn - 
himſelf ſolely on the Throne, utterly exclu- 
g the other, and I preſent. The old 
ing was a Man of a Wicked, Abject Temper, 
d an inveterate Enemy to the Eurqpems; and 
ough he received from the Engliſh, Danes, and 
an Ounce of Gold, in recognition of the Li- 
rty given us by his Predeceſſors to build in his 
ninions ; yet he horridly plagued us, and 
at in ſo unreaſonable a manner, that if he did 
It Fancy any of ns had injured him, he was 
re to oblige us all three to Satisfaction, by ſhut- 
ine up the Paſſes ſocloſely, that not ſo much as a 
gle Merchant could get to us: So that tis not 
. be doubted but his Death hath, and will contri- 
ſorts te to the Advancement of the European Trade 
and ure ; the preſent King being a more Intelligent 
her; d Rational Negroe, as well as a Friend to the 
thoſe r vpeaus, eſpecially the Hollanders ; which plainly 
I bpeared in his 3 Illneſs, that his Coun- 
| | try 


The Aquamboe: Negroes are very Haughty, Ar- 
ogant and War. like; their Power is alſo very 


aft, for fear the King, who never fails ſeverely to 


—— — A 
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tis indeed Pity, for he is a clean well - ſnaped \ 


old King ſhould too much 11npoſe on us we d 


A Deſcription of the LET. 
try Phyſicians could not cure; for then he confident 
ly entruſted himſelf in our Hands, coming in Pe 
ſon to our Fort with a few of his Attendants, au 
reſided there for ſome time, | being rough! 
enough handled by our Barber, but luckily almo| 
cured : His Diftemper being of that Nature, thy 
he cannot expect to be intirely freed from its Effec 
and he is accordingly at preſent not only ina 
able of procreating Children, but of the enjoyme 
of any of his Wives; of which he hath a lan 

number. 5 

Exceſſive Venery in his Vouth occaſioned þ 
Indiſpoſition; his Wives who endeavoured ton 
ſtrain him he rewarded with broken Heads, th 
he hath too late ſufficiently repented of it: An 
groe, and in the Flower of his Age. 

In the time of the old King we were very dd 
rons to build a Fort, and accordingly begun it; 
the Village Pon, at the end of the Gold Cod 
But when our Ship with building Materials an 
ved at Acra, being informed that Ado was po 
with his Army againft the Enemies, for fear t 


ſiſted ; in which we were very fortunate by rea 
we {honld only have put our ſelves to unneceſſi 
Expence; for at this time we find-the Trade not! 
conſiderable as was pretended ; and that a Lodi 
with a Man or two are ſufficient: Wherefq 
without a very great Alteration of the Poſt 
of Affairs, I don't believe that a Fort will ever 
built there. ble os 
I have before hinted to you, that we, as 1 
as the Eliſb and Danes, have a Fort at Acra; 
which three may be reckoned amongſt the 
Forts en the Coaft. Steering our Courſe El 
wards, the firſt we meet with in our way is f 
of the Exgliß; which is a well-built ſquare Fa 
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with four Batteries; its Walls high and thick et. 
pecially on that fide towards us ſomewhat thieer 
than ordinary; tis furniſhed with twenty Pre 
Pieces; the greateſt part of which are ſo ſmall ane 


light, that if they ſhould be atacked they would 
do very well to exchange them for twelve good 
heavy Guns : Its ſituation you may better obſerdre 
from the Draughts, No. 16 and 17. This, hike all 
the Exglif Forts, is very meanly garrifoned; as tf 
it were ſufficient to build Forts, furniſh them win . 


een. Nm, 


Cannon and neceſſary Proviſions; without Men: 


In which the Engliſh are: every. where deficient; 4 
and it were well if others did not too cloſely fob 
ſent, not doubting but thoſe whom it concerns 
will in time amend that Fault. 
Within Cannon-hot below this, lies our Fort 
Creveceur; how proper it is for the Reſidence f 
2 chief Governour the Trade thereabouts will de- 
cide. This Fort ſurpaſſes the Engl in largeneſss 
and good Guns, though about equal in ſtrengtuB, 
except only that our Walls“ are thinner than 


* ar 


Shock : And indeed tis to be wiſhed that we W rr 
live in Peace with that Nation; for if it ſhould ': _} 
happen bs 15 80 have we a convenient * =, 
portunity of, continually exchanging very rouga sg 

N Dee The Draught of this © 

Fort you will find No. 18 and 19. 
ara 0 Nc = ay ap, ours, 2 e 

Vanjh Fort < 17 2aanſburg' ; the only one 
they have on this Coaſt, which was taken from . 
them by the Negroes, Amo 1693. when they irn 
tirely ftript itand kept it for ſome time. This mis. 
fortune of the Danes was occaſioned by the Death 

of ſeveral of their Garriſon; and though we 

could not but bemoan their hard Fate, yet it was . 
rally diverting to obſerve, what work the M 


. 


we, 
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groes made with the Fortreſs : Their Commander 

Aſammeni dreſſed himſelf in the Daniſb Governour: "Tis 
Habit, and cauſed himſelf to be complimented by WM part of 
that Name; in acting which part he occaſioned IM we has 
ſeveral very comical Scenes; he thundred at all the finall, 
Erxxliſb and Zealandiſh Interlopers by way of Salute W that th: 
with his Cannon, as if there would never be an if we 
end of the Powder, and remained an Poſlefſion WM they u 
of the Fort till two Damſh Ships arrived on the Each 
Joaſt; when, by means of a very conſiderable ¶ ed by 
Preſent to the King of Aquamboe, but more eſpe Ml is Acra 
(ally by our Interceſſion, it was re-delivered to Ml former 
them. Which Service they afterwards as baſely as WM conque 

_ vngratefully rewarded ; but they were no great Ml place c 
Gainers by it; for to Garriſon their Fort, they the ren 
were obhged to leave their Ships ſo poorly Man. It m 
ned that they became a Prey to the Pirates in the Bi ſeveral 
fight of Gumea. - - „„ On at 10 
This Fort would be too ſtrong for the united Ml fatal t 
Force of the Egliſ Fort and ours. It is a ſquare ¶ proves 
Building, ſtrengthened with four Batteries, and to of Gol 
the beſt of my Memory twenty Guns. It appears Ml wantin 
very beautiful, and looks as if it were but one Comm 
continued Battery; as it is really in Effect; ſor often t 
the Roof being intirely flat, the Cannon may At t 
conveniently be planted on all parts of it. The ceived. 
Draughts are worthy your curious Peruſal, No. Traffic 
20 and 21. and I doubt not but will pleaſe you. 4quam 
Thus I have ſent you all the Draughts of the are at 
whole Coaſt from Elnina to Acra; and when ano. Right 
ther Drawer comes hither, you may expect thoſe WW mandi 
Weſt of Elnina, which will make up the ſame WW 4quan 
number of eleven: I have taken care you ſhould JW know: 


have two Views, viz. Eaſt and Weſt, though I may 1 

won't promiſe as not having a 1 with us, the Ki 
that they are not ſometimes two or three Points Words 
varied; but that I leave the Skillful to correct. the Ge 
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our "Tis now time to proceed to the more In- lane 
ted by WM part of Aguamboe. Though the Engliſh, Danes and 
fioned we have Forts here, yet our Authority is very 
all the MW finall, and confined within our own, Walls: So 
Salute that the Forts only ſerve to defend our ſelves; for 
be an if we ſhould 5 855 any Attempts on the Negroes, 
ſſeſſion i they would certainly end in our Deſtruction. 
on the Each Fort hath its adjacent Village, diſtinguiſh» 
lerable ed by its particular Name, though the general one 
e eſpe Ml is Acra; the Name of this COMmrys which was 
red to formerly a Kingdom, whoſe Inhabitants were 
ſely u conquered by the Aquamboears, and driven to a 
> great I place called Little Popo, which at preſent contains 
„ they the remainder of the great Kingdom of 4. 
7 Man- It might be reaſonably conjectured, that the three 
in the ſeveral Companies Trading here, might be 
apt fo to claſh. with one another that, it might be 
united Wl fatal to the whole Commerce: But Experience 
ſquare WM proves the contrary ; for here 1s ſuch great plenty 
and to of Gold and Slaves, that no one is in danger of 
ppean wanting its ſhare; and each is ſtocked with 
ut one Commodities, which the other hath not,which very 
t; for often tends to the promotion of Trade. 17 
n may At this place alone ſometimes more. Gold is re- 
The ceived, than on the whole Coaſt beſides z and its 
il, No. W-Traffick would be yet enlarged, if the Negroes of 
ſe you. Ml 4quamboe and Akim could agree, as they generally 
of the are at difference; the latter pretending a Feudal 
11 an0- Right over the former, and ſubſequent thereto de- 
t thoſe WW manding an Annual Tribute of them; which the 
> ſame WW 4quamboeans will by no means . ſubmit to, 2s 
ſhould knowing very well that a Conceſſion of that Nature 
ough may in time coſt them their whole: Country. But 
71th us, the King is ſubtle enough to know how by fair 
Points MW Words and Preſents to fow Diſſentions betwixt _ 
rect. the Governing Men of Akim, and thereby preſerve 
55 his Dominions in Peace and a proſperous Trade. 
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A Deſcription of the LE T. y. 
Having formerly hinted the Extent of this 
Country; Iſhall nowadd, that the King and his 
Nobles, or rather Favourites, are ſo very rich in 
Gold and Slaves, that I am of Opinion this Coun- 
try ſingly poſſeſſeth greater Treaſures than all thoſe 
| we have hitherto defcribed taken together : The 
| © _. chief Employments of the Inhabitants are Mer: 
4 cChandiſe, Agriculture and War; to which laſt they 
are partecularly addicted. _ „„ 
Though the Soil is ſufficiently Fertile, yet they 
commonly fall ſhort of Proviſions towards the 
latter end of the Year,and accordingly are obliged 


to fetch them from other place. 
They don't trouble themſelves with Fiſhing, 
nor with the Boiling of Salt, though this Country 
affords a vaſt plenty of it; that they. leave 
to the Coaſt Negroes, who are either born GE or 
come from other places hither to live; and are 
very numerous and ſerve to People ſeveral fine 
Towns : Theſe not content with Fiſhing and 
the preparation of Salt, drive as, conſiderable 
Trade with Foreign Ships as thoſe of Aim and 
Fantm. The number of Slaves ſold here at 

| leaſt equals what are diſpoſed of on the whole 
Coaſt (mamabo not excepted N this Country be 
ing continually in War, with ſome of the circum 
jacent Nations, who are very populous, and from 
whom they take a vaſt number of Priſoners; moſt 
of which they ſell to the European. 
If I have before talk d of Negroes who followed 
the Wars, you muſt not from thence infer that 
they make that their whole Employment : No, 
it is but one prrt, I aſſure you; and all the M. 
groes in general are Soldiers as long as the War 
continues, if at leaft they are butable to buy Arms, 
or their Maſters beſtow any on them ; and the 
War ended each Man applies himſelf to the Ex 
erciſe of his particular Calling: But if there 
| 1 happens 
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that they cannot live out of the Camp, they go 
to ſerve in the Neighbouring Wars; and theſe are 
in a ſtricter ſence called Soldiers. Amongſt the 
Fiſhermen there are very few Soldiers ; for they 
living upon the Shoar and under our Protection, 


therefore are ſeldom furniſhed with Arms. 
Having run af the whole Gold Coaſt; 
1 ſhall now, Sir, allow you time to entertain 
[your felf with its Deſcription, deſigning in my 
next to inform you of the Im land Countries 
whence the Gold is brought to the Coat, as far as 
they have fallen under my Cognizance: In the 
mean time, I hope, what I have already done 
hath afforded: you at leaſt ſome Satisfaction; in 
which expectation I remain, Sir, Yours, c. 


4 


happens to be any of ſuch a turbulent Nature 


are not frequently attack d by Enemies; and 
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1 

1 : oe: imp 
= Treating of the Countries where the Gold. i MF 7 
11 digeed ; the cruel Wars and utter Deſtruùi des 


on of ſome of them. The Negroes mam 

; 8 ſearching for Gold. The ſeveral ſort: g 

Gold. How falſe Gold is bought, and bn 
dietected. Of Gold Weights : And, Lai) 

4 Reflection concerning the Digemg of Gold, 
e 

| fully and to à betten Advantage by the Ex 
„ eee ee e 3s won bobs hy 


n To 
BE pleaſed to accept this as a Performance of 
my Promiſe to deſcribe thoſe Countries fron 
whence the Gold is brought: To which I fhal 
add, the manner how Gold is found or digged; 
the ſeveral Species of it, and the Weights it i 
weighed by: An account of the falſe Gold, anf 
Whatever elſe falls under that Head.  _ _ 
The firſt Country which produceth Gold i 
Dinkira, ſituate ſo far In- land that our Servant 
are commonly five Days in going from EH 
to it, and from Axim it is above ten Days Jout 
ney ; not ſo much on account of its real diſtana 
from either place, as becauſe of the badneſs of ti 
Roads, to a degree which frequently obliges them 
to go double the compaſs of Ground, that woull 
otherwyſe be neceſſary; and that the Negroes e 
ther cannot or will not help. e 
+ This Country, formerly reſtrained to a ſinal 


compaſs of Land. and containing but an inconſſde- 
able number of Inhabitants, is, by their 1 
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Gold ; 
Der 
S Mam 
/ ſorts jj 
and hn 


„any Supplied with Gold z, for though there 
Gold ire ſome Countries betwixt Dinbira and them 


ind Adom, beſides 4bocroe and Aucober, which al- 


ys Jou have a ſmall ſhare; yet all added together will 
diſtano ot amount to a quantity ſufficient to ſupply all 


he upper Forts. In the Year 1694. I heard the 
Prandenburghers complain that they could not 
eceive two Marks of Gold in a whole Months 
ime; nor did we fare much better in our Forts, 

rade being extremely dull at that time. Hp 
a ſmall 


The Gold which is brought us by the Dakirans 
onſide s very pure, except only that tis too much 


Valo 


mixed with Fetiche t, which are a ſort of Artifi- 
{ Ow. | | 


cial 


o improved in Power, that they are reſpected | 


hich have Gold Mines; to inſtance, in Eguira 
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"Theſe Fetiche's they caſt (in Moulds made of 
ſort of black and very heavy Earth) into what 
Form they pleaſe ; and this Artificial Gold is ths 


leſs worth, and yet we are peſtered with it on al 
parts of the Coaſt; and if we refuſe to receive i 


we are obliged ſometimes to ſuffer them to ſhuſh 


I wo 

By what hath been ſaid, you may imagine hoy 
Rich and Potent the Kingdom of Dinkira m 

But a few Months paſt it was ſo e 
e 


Object of their common Hatred, each impatie 
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A 4 Deſcription of the LET. Mr. v1 
cial Gold compoſed of ſeveral Ingredients; a.:1.in; 
| which ſome of them are very odly ſhape( _ 


ired an 
d to re 


ently mixed with a third part, and ſometim 5 
— half Silver and Copper, and conſequenth 5 275 
ome th 
9 ſt, ſen 
King 
erf 

ed 
UE hi 
baſly : 
jon, 
ves to C 
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ſome e are ſo unreaſonable that they wil 
undeniably take back all their pure Gold: So th 


in ſome of it. There are alſo Fetichs's caftq 
unalloyed Mountain Gold; which very ſeldar 
come to our Hands, becauſe they keep them t 
adorn themſelves : So that if ever we meet wit 
them, thoſe who part with them are. obliged toi 
by ,Neceflity, or they are filled with the mentiq 
oF black heavy Earth 3 with which the U atk | 
are liable to be baſely cheated, receiying| unfted 
of Gold frequently half the weight in this {x 


deſtroy! 
that it lies at preſent deſolate and waſte. Certail 
ly it cannot be unpleafant to inform you hat 
ach 2 fatal and ſudden Deſtruction fell upon ti 
ſo. potent a Land, as well as whence their Ruin pi 
ceeded ; which I am obliged to take from the N 
port of ſome of the Negroes ; and the Event hall 
ſn me ſufhcient Reaſon. to believe they toi 
 Dinkira, elevated by its great Riches and Po 
er, became ſo arrogant, that it looked on all otii 
Negroes with a contemptible Eye, eſteeming thei 
no more than its Slaves; which rendred it tit 
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ents ; oi. hing its downfal ; tho' no Nation was ſo | 


ſhapedſ Ly as to attack it, till the King of Ante, 
ade of red and affronted by its Governour, adven- 
*y * d to revenge himſelf on this Nation in a ſignal 
an 1% nner. - OT ES ͤ ĩð ei hs 
> Metiman he occaſion of which was this. Boffante,theKing 
ſequenth Dinkira, a young Prince, whoſe Valour was 
it on UG ne the Admiration of all the Negroes of the 


ecelve ti |, ſent ſome of his Wives to complement Zay, 
King of Aſante; who not only received and 


they wil 
: So tha ertained them very civilly, but ſent them back 
to (huſk reed with ſeveral very conſiderable Preſents to 
s caſt res his obliging Re of the grateful 
7 ſeldan baſſy: And being refolved to return his Obli- 
them g ion, he ſome time after ſent ſome of his 


neet wives to complement the King of Dinbira, and af. 


ged toi e him of the great Eſteem he had for his Perſon. 

mentions. Ambaſſadreſſes were not leſs” ſplendidly 

Un u ted at Din kira, being alſo loaded with Preſents; 

g 5 wat the King caſt a wanton Eye upon one of them; 
11S 10 


ine hoy together with the reſt to return to their Coun- 


ra walls and their injured Husband, who was informed of 


leſtroy US: Affront: But he took care to make the King 
Certau Dix kira ſenſible, that he would not reſt till he 
you hd waſhed away the Scandal in his injurious Blood. 
pon titer he was made ſenſible of the King of 4frante's 
Guin Pro ſolution, knowing very well whohe had to deal 
n the Mh, he heartily wiſhed he had not been guilty 
ent hi the Crime; but ſince it was done, he offered 
m ſeveral hundred Marks of Gold to put up 
e Injury. The inraged Prince, deaf to all ſuch 
ers, prepar d himſelf for a vigorons War, by 
ling a ſtrong Army, in order to make a De- 
nt on Dinkira: And not being ſufficiently ſto- 
d with Gunpowder, he bought up great quanti- 
es on the Coaſt, The Dinbiraus being fooliſh e- 

nough 


| harried on by exorbitant Luft, gratified his 
tal Deſire : After ſatiating of which, he ſuffer'd 


75 


70 


nough to aſſiſt him themſelves, ſuffered his $ 


groes of Alim only, who came to the aſſiſtant 


took up the init ines fifteen days time, (a 


Gold, as is affirmed by one of our European Office 
who was ſent on ſome* Embaſſy to Zay, and fa 
he had ſeveral times ſeen the Treaſure. I 


Camp, hath Orders to take an exact Account 
What he hears and ſees there: Of which I wilt 
had a Tranſcript, which I doubt not would fi 
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3 g her t 
jects to paſs with it uninterrupted through notner t 
Ban e they knew de wel 1 
was only deſigned for their Deſtruction. Wl aun 
he was making theſe Preparations, the Rig 
Dinkira died; which might 3 a Ms of | 


that the impending Cloud of War would bloy 


- 


ver. Whether the Governours of Dinlira wen wy 


haughty to implore a Peace of the injured 29 
he inſtigated by the Enemies of that Country, 
uncertain : But he ſtill immoveably perſiſted core fa 
his purpoſe of utterly extirpating the Dini 


And about the beginning of this Year, Wr own, 


compleatly ready, he came with a terrible Med wa 
into the Field; and engaging the Dinkirans, 
expected him, he beat them; but fighting theg 
ſecond time, he entirely defeated them. 
Negroes report, that in theſe two Battles abowe 
hundred thouſand Men were killed: Of the 


the Dinkirans there were about 30000 killed; 
ſides that àa great Caboceer of Akim, with all 
Men, were cut off. What think yon, Sir? tl 
are other ſorts of Battles than are uſually fon 
betwixt the Kings here; who if they ſhould i 
lige all their Subjects, even the lame, dec 
and blind to come into the Field, could not i 
ſuch a number. The Plunder after this Vid 


ches, Ii 
e valu 
leal wi 
oſe of 
with 

us paſt 
hem, t 
y, ON W 
h the 1 
erning 
our Pe 
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ſaid, but perhaps largely enough) that Zays N 
40 alone ainounting to ſeveral thouſand Marks 


Meſſenger of ours, who is now in the An 


Nl 
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now ruined, as well as they, and having det e an- 
for the King of .4fante, perhaps theſe may more, 
ver ſome of their Ancient Luſtre. IWhinted. 
Aim is the next in our way, which fum eine 
as large Quantities of Gold as any Land 
I know ; and that alſo the moſt valuable and be 
of any that is carried from this Coaſt: it is al 
diſtingniſned by its deep colour. Acra at pn 
carries away the greateſt part of this Metal 8 
hence ; and from the Acrians alſo we have it traded 
good and pure, without Fetiche's or the 1 
Having ſeveral times heard that 4kim W ir Nei 
extrzordinary large Country, I once took the ich tin 
_ Portunity of aſking ſome of the Akimeſe | 
many Days Journey their Country was; 
replied, that very few Natives knew how no d. 
extended In- land towards tlie Barbary-Coaſt, N ®: - 
according to what they told me, was incredib i Dini 
Country, for as far as it is known to us, W. rs loft 
merly under a Monarchal Government; bu enttone 
preſent Succeſſor being yet but young, and be there 
ing but too palpable Signs of a eruel Nature, N to 1 
not been able to make himſelf Maſter of the Med Ar: 
Land, but is obliged to be content with a pally to u 
For the Governing Men of the Kingdom feat gether 2 
he will prove a great Tyrant, to reſtraink Iderftan 
have taken a part of the Adminiſttation intokitance 
Hands: So that it is a ſort of Commomwelllﬀ Den 
_ which proves very well for Accauy and Aquank* rep!) 
for if the Government became Monarchal, ; but 
Diviſions would ariſe amongſt - them, and n to cc 
would be at leiſure to prey on their Neighbol Sting 
Me have always eſteemed the three mentid d them 
Countries the richeſt in Gold; but that there r that t 
tainly are ſeveral more is undeniable. An hereas 1 
a convincing Proof of this, which being but lat have | 
known to us, we find to afford more Gold From 
Dinbira; alſo Auanſe, a Country ſituate " i Gold 
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ing dell ue and Dinkira; as there are undoubtedly ma- 
— th which we are yet utterly unac- 
may more, 1 8 8 g wi co Y apps 4 con 


2 inted. | 


ch fun eine muſt not. here be forgotten. I take it 


Land be the very firſt on the Gold Coaſt, and to 
le andi far above Aim. From the Inhabitants of this 
it is Wuntry we formerly uſed to receive large 
a at mlantities of fine and pure Gold; and they being 
Metal al civileſt and faireft Dealers of all the Negroes, . 
"ave i traded with them with a great dealof Pleaſure; 
r Katt the Dinkirans, who would lord it over all 


im wu ir Neighbouring Nations, ſibdued this; ſince 


zok the ich time we have not received much Gold of 
ame em. In the Conqueſt of this Land, the Dinki- 
vas . made a brave and obſtinate Reſiſtance, and 
how a no doubt been ſubdued themſelves if the Na- 
aft; Me of Ain could have been unanimous ; for 
edible AE Dinkirans in one Battle with a Governour of 
1s. wirs loft above two Thouſand Men, and left the 
t: but entioned Governour ſuch an Abſolute Victory, 
and ben t there was not a ſingle Perſon left to carry the 
ature eus to Dintira, they being all killed with poy- 
F the u ed Arrows; which the Awineſe know very well 
th a to uſe. Upon this Defeat the Dinkirans got 


gether a larger Army; which the Victorious Awmeſe 
derſtanding, ſent to his Country -· men for farther 
ſüſtance; inſtead of which he met with nothing 
It Deriſion, they accuſing him of Cowardice; 


m Te f 
{train ll 
n into 


s; but ik he was beaten then it was their 
and un to come and fight them Man by Man. Thus 
phting one againſt one they loſt their. Country 
mentia d themſelves intirely, almoſt in the ſame man- 
t there r that the Chireſe were conquered by the Tartars; 
hereas if they would have united they might eaſh 
but 1 have beaten the Dinkirans. PR 
. From what I have ſaid you may collect, that 
e Gold is brought to us on the Coaſt from In- 


d replying, that he was able to beat the Dini. 


land ; 


- 
ede 
KF 
92 6 2 ; 


Bo 


Power; that we, like the Spanzards in the Wl 


of them: Which you will eaſily credit, when q 


ſeparate it from the Earth which comes out wil 


e . ; 


A4 of Deferiptionof the | LET, Mer. 
land Countries; and from the little that hahe r Tra 
hinted, you may alſo imagine how they are ind, 
ated. I cannot inform you better, becaufe the Water, 


groes cannot give any certain account of ; 
nor do any of our People go ſo far: Wherefy Way ; 
WHICH 1 


I muſt beg of you, my good Friend, to be g 


tented, and turn your Eyes to what I ſhall M 
ſent you concerning the Gold it ſelf. WOpaaati 
There is no ſmall number of Men in E k them 
who believe that the Gold Mines are in « wy 5 
ren d 


Þidies, have no more to do but to work them) 
our Slaves: Though you perfectly know we hay 
no manner of acceſs to theſe Treaſures ; nor dal 
believe that any of our People have ever ſeen q 


are informed that the Agroes eſteem them Sac 
and conſequently take all poſſible care to xeeg ; 0 
from them. But to come nearer the Subyed uch 18 


This Illuſtrious Metal is generally found in e bes 


ſorts of places: Firſt, the beſt is found in ors 


twixt particular Hills; and the Negroes app ne be 


hending where the Gold is, dig Pits; ' all hers u. 


The ſecond place is in, at, and about ſome Mh 


vers and Water-falls; whoſe violence waffe Gu 


down great Quantities of Earth, which carry Mar 
Gold with it. e 
The third is on the Sea ſhore ; where (as at HiMultitud 
mina and Axim) there are little Branches or Rivula toe 
into which the Gold is driven from Mountainoil 
Places, as well as to the Rivers; and after violel 
Showers of Rain in the Night, next Morning these; 
places are ſure to be viſited by hundreds of Nut fort 
Women naked, except a Cloth wrapped abo e in 
them to hide what Modeſty obligeth. Each of the ere hi 
Women is furniſhed with large and ſmall Trou AH 
; of 


r. f 1. e aa of Guinea, 


hathbe r Tray; which they Frſt fl full of Earth ia 


are ſh 
fe the] 
of then 
Wherefq 
to be "00 
{hall Vi. 


kind, 1 wy awaſh with repeated freſh 
Vater, till they. have cleanſed it from all its 
Earth's and if there be any Gold, its Ponde- 
olity forces it to the bottom of the Trough; 
hich if-they find, it is throw into the ſinall 
Fray, and ſo they po to waſhing it a ac : 

tion gener y-holds them till } bon: Some 
pf them not betling abeve the value of 9 
hence; ſome od them find pietes of ſix or . 
the Ven Shillings, though not r and of- 
themh D. EE N looſe. their Labour. Phun ge 
7 we hay in * 5 a een i.” A r A- 
nor do . * Vers, Ae this laſt mentioned 


'e In a 


fo * 5 he Ways they, know to LY 
warn al Fx . 5 a | 
n Sach ee of found, 1 
o keep | Gold, or Geld. Bug, "SN 
Subjed ny alm 10 2s ſine a8 Flower, and is the "Ps 
1 in thy ring . greateſt. Price in Europe | 
in or h neces of different ſizes; 85 
s appli I ng hard! y the Ye of. a Farthing, _ 
ts; E Wel ©: = s.lieayy F. 1 | S or thn 7 
tineas ; thoogh., of the last "fact det many * 


out wil 
= The Negroes indeed tall üs, that in the _—_— 
wash od uin ne fend: * Theſe ' 3-211." . 


ps. or 
eces are called. Mounitain-Gold*: Which beit 
pelted, touch better than Duft- Geld but th the 


always ac. 


arry th 


as at N Altitude o ſmall. Stones with 5 = 
Rivule r to- em, occaſtom 28 eat ee + ll 
ntainuffife: for which; realen 850. But W 
r violent emed. Thus: mach of the gogd and pure 

ing the ed, and” "now to touch upon th ale. The 

* Nan ws ſort is that mixed. with” Silver rs k 

d -aboul 5 and TL into Retiches; of Which T have _ 

of thek ore e « Thels Fetichs, are cut . 

Trou ůœ ont ß n 
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| thay, yet even with that value in Gold y 
may here go to Market and buy Bread 
Fruit for your Neceſſities. * N 
men know the exact value * theſe bull 
well at f ht, that they never are miſtiken 
and . y they "tell them 0, each och 
: n weig ” 15 we de coined Mong 
Th are. hes EP "Kakerazs, - the Word q 
Nee ſomething of very little value; aj 
the Gold it ſelf is indeed very Intle woll 
For we cannot ſell it in Birqpe for abe 
forty Shillings the Ounce z and yet it all 
currant all over the Coaſt; and our h 
riſons are paid their Subſiſtence Money ul 
And for this they may buy all forts” off 
dibles of the Negroes ; who mixing it wil 
other Gold, ring, it to. us again; and à8 fh 
as received, the Clerks are ordered ta, 90 
out of the other, with which it is it 
that this Stuff ſeems to pala{backward ; | 
forward without the leaſt diminution. bf 
withſtanding large quantities of it are anauall 
ſent to Europe by the*Frexch and Portugue 
beſides what we our ſelves od " But 
Negroes making them faſter than we apa 
them, Mee BY, ke to CNTR by 
The N are 8057 1 225 An 
| fop nftzcating . of Gold : 7 ey 
falfifie and Chunterfeit the Gela Duſt or I 
Mountain Gold, that ſeveral Unexperient 
Traders are freq u ently No fe _ and 1 
bought Engine 405 wy ow to ki 
Gold. Some Pieces are. « K by them, fo a 


fiel 


ww” Her f 058 LET. Bk 

WA by the Negroes, about the worth, of lil - Iy. 
two or three Farthings. Tis a common Pull”; 
verb, That you cannot buy much Gold for a * 5 y 
18 
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or a Fa | 
y filled up with Copper haps Iron. 
Brad! ? Nis. is a new invented Cheat chen; but 


fe 1 Id, 
leer, Copper and a e of Go 
? 7 $i 2 * 0 0 % 5 = 4 . — uch fa- 


ive one 6 


rt. 1 * Gold ig = 
hem, which is nothing elſe 


oder of Coral, which they 


Fu 7 Of * Poet ! allo make 


* ole” its 1 
that! it is falſe: 
N than in thoſe Pieces 
ered over with d 4; for they temain as 
e receive them, e 4 


nent * 


us. 


> moſt , da 
* 22 
5 1 * 
* * 


ofiibe" to avoid the n of falſe Gold; 
o ne pccially if offered” at Night or Morning. 

_ 1 e Methods we: 7 Sag are, firſt, if it is in 
Dua Wee Pieces, to cut them cleat through with a 


f the Piece be mall,” like Mountain Gold, 


n 4: immer; and if ae of 8 they will 


crumble 8 


— 


ſcially, that quite round for the thickneſs: of 
nil t . N he Bot and the va - 
t 


he common falſe Mountain Gold is a mixture 


1 NT | ts 8 5 3 * er * 2 e we 


ops certain | 


"alt and tin 5 
; artificially, that it is impqſſible to Ain 
Wh-it by any other differenge than that of 


q alteration, and 


It: you A 3 3 to £5 W 118 | 


715 which immediately diſcovers What it is: 


ay them upon a Stone, and beat them with 
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i 5 as rs 
xy ſtrongly which means 1 fall: Gold ij 
Ay n the a and 832 true fall 


"that: moſt of the raw inexpert people, (s jr 
allly Sea: farin 70g Men) who come hith 


ways. bring 

Gold: BY But it theſe Men rememhred the * 
mon Proverb. „chat there 18 Do. Gold. wüde 

Profs, wh would. ſoon grow” wean "of that 


8 ; | | f do ? be 
_ alter they have un inte a Glaſs or ' Earth 
and if mixed *with.falſe, Geld, 
| Lis if they take the value of four Poul 
2 85 which is falſe, and =o! "their Agua F 


on it.; let them, I 
way Tou doth not © produce. the fame Ef his 


7 

4 457 ption 7 the, * Er! 
Nad into ſmall parts; buf ſuppoſing 
ſtand! beating; you may afterwards try the 
with your Rnife: But in the ſmalleſt bits aj 
Duft Bold. this Method is nat Paige 
though we "Have a tolerable! WA 
guiſhing the Coarſe from the Fine ; 


done by putting it into a" Gi 
 winnowing it wath-the Finger 


o and continy 


lt and b by Adder . Diverſic ion ks 46 
4 
Fortis along with them topr 


weak pron, f ne the » Methods" 8 


EW "pb 
— 
88 ws wr 
- mm 


The si EA | whit LEE 


h. een to ah . 
guiſh ry falfe fromthe tue Gold is, | thi 10 
Veſſel, be le Agquæ Fortis upon it; whidl 
it it bs falſe, ieren it By its Foe 
turm 
green. A miſerable Tryal 1 indeed: !. whid 
they will ſoon be e For Exa 


n Gold, a ſeventh k, eighth or tenth pany 


- obſerve e 2 


fed 
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fect, though: in leſs de 15 as it would if 

the whole Maſs were. For which 2 

on their Proof is very e and 

more impracticable, becauſe the O peration 18 

eo tedious, and. beſides | very prejudicial: to 
ade, to refuſe, 4 d Gold on account 

e 


0 h or . being falſe. I 8 
FS you. 8 the ge 


preſent times will 
bot admit of ſuck 3 . Where- 
Fore the. mentioned res by winnowing with 
the Cop! ef + Rc aieient/ to. defend 
is againſt falſe Gold, 8 mich. 2 40 
ferred before melting it with 
and being at the trouble ef dryin 
ob the Moe: 15 UN 9 


ir 0 
ld e 


WN 


. 


4 Ic *. & Ahich are 2 ering, th T 
Spa Ounces, or Angels. l Zurope twen- 
ds” #bor | 18 gels make one Gunce, though here 
: 1 £ ſixteen g to an Ounce 5 Here are 
lo Peſo's and Bendo's: „ the former of 
leh contain four” GS a the latter 
) Ounces; as' faut endos make ohe Mark, 
W ud tro Mags one Land . 8 com 
12-44 + ted ac to the common „ 
bullition ly fix hondeed 190 -Iixty Gilders; che 


5 ul kis at ſeveral times differs in pro ortion, ies . 
3 h. CY on its Goodn oo 1ts 

„ Dee ng an ing in Europe. Jotwithſtanding 
Ss, tl this, we conſtantly here reckon three Marks 
, pure or good Gold worth one thouſand 
ot lers, and eee judge of the other 


Feights in the proportion which they bear to 
bis * A bg 428 another 1 of 
: | "0 Weights, 


£ FF 
. \ N 


A Deſcription of the LE T. V 
Weights, which are a fort of Beans; the lei 
of which are red ſpotted with black, and an 
called Dambas; twenty four of them 3 
mounting to an Angel, and each of them rg 
koned two Styver Weights : The white Bea 
with black Spots, or thgfe entirely black 
are heavier, and accounted four Styver Weights: 
_ theſe they uſually. call Tacoes ; - but there an 
ſome. which weigh half or a whole Gilder: 
But theſe are not eſteemed certain Weights, 
but uſed at pleaſure, and often become j 
ſtruments of Fraud. Several have believe 
that the Negroes only uſed wooden ' Weights; 
but it is a miſtake, all of them having 
caſt * either of Copper or Tin, whit 
though divided or adjuſted in a manner qq] 
different to ours, yet upon reduction agi 


My Thoughts being taken up in deſcribig - 
the Weights, I forget to inform you how ,, 
Gold is digged or fobnd. I would refer 1 
any intelligent Metalliſt, whether a vaſt deal 
of Oar muſt not of neceſſity be loſt here, 
from which a great deal of Gold might he 
ſeparated, for want of Skill in the Metallick 
Art: And not only ſa,” but I firmly believe 
that large quantities of pure Gold are let 
 beliind : For the Negroes only ignorantly di 5 
at random, without the leaſt Knowledge d 
the Veins of the Mine. And I doubt nt 
but if this Country belonged to the European; 
they would ſoon find it to produce much 
richer Treaſures: than the Negroes obtain from 
it: But it is not probable. we ſhall ever pol 


ſeſs that Liberty here; wherefore we mull , 
be content with being ſo far Maſters of it a 
7. J 8 ö e we 


5 


i ee” N 


ET. VI. Gold Coaft of Guinea. 
re are at preſent , which if very well and 
\mdently managed, would turn to a very 
eat Account; of which I wiſh you no 
ce of Life to ſpend in your Service, fc... 5 
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Containing 4 n 3 much ol | 1 3 
is Annually exported from this Combe Co! 
try; to what places it is tranſported W Za 
and the e of the Trade with th 
Negroes. What Often are appointed i 52 


our Service; and the Names of oth 


_ Employments : Together with 4 genen RE 
_ Ii of the whole e And, la ſily, \by The 
Ef |} 1 5 i of Concluſton, a Deſer 4 1 of” the Gs t the 
Wh Co  2#rument of the Con and of 4 
Council or erh of c fue. 


FIR, N x bo e 
Y laſt treated of 12 Inland; Con 


wh = tries from -whence the Gold wy 
—_— brought; how it was digged ; its  ſevenl 
1 Fa ; the falſe Gold, Oc. To purſue our 
Senn et farther ; wy as I have told 50 
/ whence tis brought , it is but neceſſary 1 
ſhould inform you, whither- it is carried, and 
how much is. yeatly brought to the Coaſt. 'A 
for the laſt, I dare. affirm it as 2 real truth 
that they not only can, but do yearly 1 
time of Peace, deliver the quantity of fo ven thou 
KA, ſand, Marks of Gold. This is a large Sum; 
WW  butit is divided amongft ſw many, each be 
_ ing - ſure to get ſome , that the whole i 
1 ſoon diſpoſed of. The 'moſt juſt Calcylaby 
of the Diviſion that 1 can poſſibly N 

AS allows: e 165 
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Our Our N. dia f Company yerly exports 1500 
T7 1 e PORE F 


' : — 


8 3 
—_ - 
7 
ö 752 
SZ + V 
e 
' % 


uch Go 4 


Wo jp tthis is to be 1 of ſachYears i in == 
bis Conti: Commene of both Companies happens to 


brisk ; and I don't believe our Con- 


ſported 
ty ath for ſeveral Years paſt carried off 


with th 


thove the half of this quantity. 
7 i 935 Zelund Fs $24.4 are ſure to carry ; 
ff as much 2 as our n | 
2 Namely, 1500 
, \by nM The E 850 Interlopers t 8 1000 
the ut the laſt have for two or three Years | 
f 1 paſued this Trade ſo vigorouſſy, that they 


gre exported above twice that quantity _ 
"The Brandenbwghers and Danes, in time of 
Peace, both , about 10900 


890 


d Wy 5 — 
1 ſeven * Which makes ? ©7008: : 
rſue our | 
old you 10 of the - ff at IN 800 Marks, ca it 8 
eſſary | 42 For the Portgueſe come on this 
ied, and en Pretence of, ſelling: their American 


The n and and French \ at leaſt 
about 


4 


; — vix. Brazil Tobs . and 
l truth Num, and are. beſides as richly laden às the 
arly i aterlopers themſelves; go is not to be 
en thou vonder d at; for they buy. their Lading, take 
e Sum their Men on board, and fit out 1 Ships 
ach be n Bolland: Nay, to be ſhort, they are fre- 
hole i in itte [out ab the Expence of Dutoh Mer. 
ts, 5 3 the Jems have no ſmall hand, 


und cheſe 8 * they come here ta 
Our | __ this 


hey knowing how to obtain a Portugueſe Pas: 


90 A Deſcription of the LE T. VI 
this Coaſt paſs for downright Portugueſe : ' Hoy 
uneaſie this muſt needs be to an honeſt Officy 

in the Companies Service, you may eaſily im 

ine, when a Factor, who commands one of o 

Forts, ſhall receive certain Advice, that ſever] 

of the Męroe- Merchants are coming down wel 

ſtored with Gold, in order to lay it out with 

him, and that ere he arrives, is met by a Parts 

greſe or Interloper ; who, by ſelling cheap, 

- {ſweeps a great part, if not all their Gold, 

whilſt we fit ſtil] with our Goods on our Hands, 

zs if they were viſited by the Plague. I d 
Sf not tell you more than I have to my ſorrow ex 
: | perienced. „ . — 5 2 37 
Thus I have made a rough Calculation of the 
Quantity of Gold, which thoſe who underſtand 

the Affairs of the Coaſt, will, I doubt not, bs 

eaſed with; but thoſe unacquainted with thi 
rade, may, perhaps, think I have computed 
f wrong : If I happen to ſee theſe Gentlemen, 1 
—___ ſhall cwilly deſire them to correct my Computa 
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tion; which no one having yet attempted, i 
imparted to you for your e and to 
the beſt of my Knowledge as near the Truth agl 

© » Aeccording to our Reckoning then, therew 
- Note 4 brought hither and carried off exactly twenty 
uy three, Tunn of Gold, reckoning three Marks to 
Holland one thouſand Gilders. But, as I told you, What the 
is.compated above all, this account ſuppoſeth a proſperous Wluef P! 
1 time when the Paſſes are all open and the Mer rincip 
— chants can paſs ſafe and uninterrupted; b ileal re 
ander when the Negroes are at War withibne another, our Shi 
10000 do not believe that half this Quantity ; nd un 
3 ſhipt off: And of this ſmall Quantity the Inter- ine W. 
** lopers know very well how to come by thei bis g 
ſharg. And ſuppoſing our Company hath _ ff our 
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cult; it confiſting only in fixing a good 
overnment on the Coaſt, and taking care in 
md that their Ships be laden with good Com- 
nodities, and proper for this place. However, I > 
lefire you would not from hence expect a parti | 
war of what Merchandifes' are moſt vendible 
gere; or that T ſhould acquaint you with. the 
tate of Trade here: that would be utterly. in- 
ompatible with the faithful Service I owe our — 
ompany ; I not knowing whether this Letter bỹßß © 
bme unaccountable Miſcarriage may not light 3 
ita the Hands of the Interlopers, Who know 
bery well how to uſe it to their Advantage: 
nd indeed they ſufficiently rob the Company 
the Right which the States have given them 
n this Coaſt; ſo that none of us ought to help 
hem to further Opportunities. Wherefore be | 
leaſed to ſatisfie your ſelf with an Account in — 
general, that to Trade en this Coaſt, about „ 
hundred and fifty ſeveral ſorts of Commodities 
re neceſſary. 555 e 1 l > 5 * . 3 1 : 
In my third Letter you have been informed = 
hat the Caſtle of St. George d Elmma is our + 
hief Place on this Coaſt, and that the General, 
Principal Governour, chief Factor, and chief —_ 
iſcal reſide there; before this CaſtI@alſo do all  _ 
bur Ships whiM come from Europe caſt Anchor 994 
ind unlade; and we have accordingly very, _ 
ne Ware-houſes fitted for their 3 
his great Store houſè is entruſted to the charge 
bt our chief Factor, and is ſometimes werth 
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a2 yery ns derable Sum; and from hence 
.  .  - our other Forts are ſupphed with their deli 
Commodities. I would not have you concay 
| "or we ſet up a Market with our Wares, or c 
of them to be fold. without our Fan 
NW that is not our Buſineſs ; but the, Nan 
come daily to our Caſtle, - or Fort, with tha 
Gold; for which, after it is weighed, elfen 

and purified, they receive our Com 
none of . ever 285 out of our Ware hol 
before they are paid for; and if the am 
e any Credit, it is on bis own account, * x 

BY can quent liable for 1 W | 
ura that ay not the ſid 

em tor . A. Preſents ae 
a6  Negroe-Merchant to their Accompt : \þ 
they, indeed, + > mig 2 certain Advance to ” Gl 

they Factors; m which. they are not ai, Fuſt 
enabled to make Preſents to the Negroes, er C 
may be beſides e Annual Gai 

. thereby ; and this is done to er ourage | 
(aas more diligent Service. Beſicles, the N 
groe having neither Carts, Waggons, . Horſes ng 
any other way to carry the bought Commoditi 
to their In-land Dwellings 8555 by Men, 
about two or three Au Pounds value it 
: Iron, Copper or Tin, have occaſion for the aflilf 
ance 'of fift 1 Men: Nou whether ther be nd 


I have. you to judge, though the oney ga 
ough earned, they JF 
nat to climb over Hills and paſs verry m 
55 Thoſe who' come from -the inward 
part of the Countr 5 rad ck with us are chief am « 

Slaves: One of w | whom the Maſter 9. n Aſſif 


ET. 

ot treat 
hant, v 
8 Very 


oui 
; p the / 


Pee the greateſt Truſt is 2 the chief a ed to t 
. * Caravan : But when he comes to us he 
not 


/ 


ET. br. VII. 00 Coſt n : 

hence 4 of treated as a Slave, but as a very great Mer- | 
eir den ant, whom Wet take all poſſible care to oe, - 
Xu con very well knowf a he being à pęcuß 
88 . avourite of his may at pleafurs 


> the Englih,. Danes and Bran 


he I fell as come to us; for which Reaſor we 
with hs i double He Reer v 72 
9 eſſay 1 


7 are ball 
"actor kk | 
unt, . all 


a Servants N17 Compith _ 5 25 4 
# other ſide; and how man © Prees + Sf. x 
k we have on the Coaſt. © 
hat this will not ove diſagre 


made aufe it will afford a * A 
apt: oy + 07 to if BY lepoi 0 
Ince to v7 1 
not if Fuſt of 2p her. are "the. Se i th 
E ce 1... 

Gain e deft r for Merchant” and the 
ge | then were choſen to Wu ; Nd bog. | 
the N Aſſiſtants * WI 


hom you 4. ee 1 9 ; 


E und oppoxtimity to advance 
len, = 10 moſt the hi She 4 here. 
value eren Years It paſt, this hath'n 
the afl aufe the Gentlemen of the Co y 
e be zal at not only thoſe qualified, but 25 as "I . 
our MI += ine bl and idle Drunkards Were 
oney gd have ordered that for the future 10 . . 
2 ers ſhould - preferred to the Aﬀſiffants Of 8 
aſs ven ey may become Coporals, Se ts or | 
| rake. (ers, 2 ſtand fair for All Gele ae the 
e chiefp{W ain of Workmen ag i in the Sea, Service 3 but 
aſter In Aſliſtant may, Whroceſs of time, be omo- 8 85 
chief Ad to the Governmeht 11 the wee 
us he 1s 


not | | The | 


9 . 


F 
Trade AR Be ol 
2 N NG eto 


uſe Keeper, 
| Beer Ml 


all Edibl 


not in the Tt Tawandred: Tus a Factor why 


hath ſuch fort of Men under him ought to look 


after them very carefully, or he may be run 
at once: Iis true, indeed, that he hath hy 


Remedy againſt the guilty Perſon; but wht 
can that avail if he hath neither Effekts or Me 
ney ?. which it rarely happens that any of hel 
Men have; for I don't "believe that thoſe wit 
can live on their Means in Holland will eva 


come to ſuch a Country as this ; nor is it very 


eg, the 
re choſet 
nd comn 

the Tr 
N ulders, 


ele, he 


Wot witho 


lying t! 
ey have 
the ſec 
ealary 
beſe Cl 
ance on 


be other 


terfon ha 
Servant, 


als Tab 


onfirmat 
ed to the 
e Gove 
we othe 


br. vil. Gold Coſt of Guinea. 
obable that their Friends in Europe will make 
tislaction for their Follies : So that the Factors 
[> Reuge is bo being the Oftender-to condi 
orporal Puniſhment ;; which will not in che 
en fie to his Re. imburſement. Whete- 


ſe 15 them, . and ſtop them. in the hegin- | 
ing of their Extravagancies. _—_ 
8 of the above mentioned Voler-Commill. EN 
A the oldeſt in Sexvice,,or-theabeſt quahfied, 
re cholen Commiffaries er Factors to Wide at, 
pd 1 wel Me hee N pee 
the Trade there ; with a Salary of t 
zülders, befides an. allowance * 
* Servant, or two; andawenty Gilders Board- 


Bene per Month, beſides the ca Wiemer. 
: . e on. the Trade. * * 


har bein re 
wpoſing that arocighty 
» 5 5 by 


ance on ef Fnns bs 404 N as 
be other Factors; - beſides which the ſecond 
jerſon hath ten Gullders per Month allowed fe 
Srvant, and the General's or. Governour Gene- 
al's Table i is at his ſervice... The Choice or 
auf mation of theſe Chief Factors being reſer- 
ed to the Company, that upon the Death of 
"Fecond exon the 


e Governour, or 


a very 


PD | 


I {aid before, his 8 by to look 5 


* N 5 teady ; z * whoſe Fidelity they _— 5 


OM 


favoure 


deed more advantageous to them 


came too rich; 
thought fit to entruſt the Shae 
Maſters of the Ships, which dhe 


Beſides that ſome of them 
ſerve the Honour "of the mn amoneſt 


— 


4 9 r E 
- well ſatisfied to ſupply their Places; 


the Chief Factor of Elmma Larne ſatisfatin 


diſcharged that Office three Yeats 3 he may; 
4 by Fortune, ha ppen to be adva 150 
(if it falls vucant) to the highest Poſt of ; 


vernour General who is entruſted; with the Cap 


__ 3b 
three Hundred Guilders per Month, and a la 


padies-Authority over the whole. C 


which he is Director-General,” with a Sa 
Per quiſite Advantage in what ever is oY 


account of the Company en "the whole © 
So that when Commerce is in a Aouriſhing 0 


| diele here, his Poſt & ver = advantageous.” 


Till within theſe two aſt Years the Ch 


Factors of Monree and 


.dra, which turged to ſome e Wag! 
n the 

Trade; the Caminerce there being at 4 

"ebb. that Without the mentioned Slave- T 


5 they could not Ie UP tos Port which the I 
_ mty of their Poſts 7 
it. But fit collins ill-nieanmg Men have pref 


10 ſuffermgh 


quired, With 
ſeſſed the Dire tors of the Company i in prejud 
of them, by: urging that by tus means they 
for whit» Reaſon they It 


Trade to fi 
y ſend hithd 


The = quence 25 ' which time Will difcord 
but for 3 J dont expect they will ff 
it cohduce much to their Intereſt; for the (f 
i $ of "Ships, - though very expert in 
za Affatrs, yet being unge rite with, 
Negroes, we] 745 be able to acceed very wel 
2 of Auch/a Boon ll 


Nature, that they hard N ir how to mM 


Nun 


8 


mantyn mid alſo f 
Advantage of the Slave Trade of Fida-and4 


foſe Pri 

le Cour 
orts or I 
ake care 


Ms (oun 


elides te! 
nd for 
ilders n 
nder - Be 
vers per N 
S'the Bod 
on ; 10 


Thy vn. 1 Conf of i 33 
N would not pee en o 
— them all, for there are ſeveral Mer ef 
good Parts — br them; But the diffe- 
occaſioned'by * nene Friette 


ſeem ver y ſal 5 
if 18 7 are ney 7 


1 Toy 0 
fernt | 


ci care ofa np 
Count - Samary 

ſeſides ten Bud: . R 2 Seine) 
nd for a free Tab 1 180 allowed t | 
ilders l 1 : aſſtſted by 
ader-Book-k&eper, whoſes-Salary 18 nin 91 
ee Month and-4wo ae eit 

to f e Book-keepef or Ageqmiptant | of the Gar 
noneſt | lon; halt * wa ra — his O. 


ve preßh 
prejudh opfid: 
s they | Bock Keeper 
hey It 1 N e great 
de to Accor bs, 
a hid orts or Lodgeß In 2 ne O in 
che Comp e 4% 


diſcom 


Re e, 


fie, 1 his "es eq 

twenty four Gilders rs, tho — 0 

br Gildlers; ſo to make 21T 40 ihe. ha 
Þ oer aol * ielling by Auction the. Effects of: 
Perſon 188 Den the Gooſe: fern 
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wrong, for we are very Religious ; * | 


te 0 cog et Day, on forfeiture 
C 52 ve St. {except on 1 enen and 


e vaties daily; 
** f fn ge are 


Ro, * =” 
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* 4 $34 * 85 
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Er | | rT, VII. Gold Coaſt of Guinea, _ 
and Ms well obſerved, during my ſtay here, thit 
f ſom believe there were very few reſolutions of the 
ferro e ouncil, which were contrary to the Governour's 


rt be inion: Tis no very hard matter to believe 
they s, ſince ſome reſpect is due to him; and beſides 
ter ny have found thefr Accompr, by this ſort. 
r, 1 compliance, not thinking theinſeltes obliged 


enquire whether it agreed with" the Intereſt of 
+ Company e e wa en thar they 
red themſelves z the Shirt being nearer than 
> Coat (according to the Praverb) they 


overnalyuld not ſee.any. great harm in it. But though 
nds; sis their Opinion 3 I have always had other 
ed to@timents, though I have been ſometimes re- 
+ any ained from expreſſing them, for Reaſons 
> ap ich I ſhall hereafter give you. I have often 


led at the glittering Title of the Council of 
North and 5South Coaſt of 4friza, which you 
d others frequently give us, eſpecially when 
onſider that we are nothing leſs, and though 
> have all the Name have none of the Power. 
loubt but you and moſt in Eirqpe take us for 
egular anT well-managed Council, and that 
thing is tranſacted without our Conſent. 
as my good Friend, how are you miſtaken ! 
if you wonld be informed how far the 
ime and real Thing agree tis neceſſary 
u be firſt informed that a Director-Gener 
2 Perſon hq governs all others from the 
eſt to the loweſt on the Coaſt with an Arbi- 
y Power; who may at pleaſure oblige bis 
feridurs to ſubmit to his Will contrary to all 


te ; aon: And to go yet färther, he can diſcharge 
which em their Offices and fend them off the Coaſt, 
x eafily Without giving the leaſt Reaſon for ſo doing. 
how cha Drirector, as I have deſcribed, coming 
ure: 


0 the Council, and firmly reſolved to carry the 
W ny 


102 


— 


ching to be debated ; I would fain know y 


how dear it N coſt him, unleſs be be bach 
by +" hic 


to comply with an 7a Brother, thau 


1 anſwer 


Secondly, when Offenders are to be punih 
"with Capital or Corporat Puniſhments; | | 


pens wrong the Governour ſholle want an} 
that he acted by. «the Advice 


Council by whom it was alſo fo reſdlved, 
_ thay real. Deinen were at tlie ſame = 


| _ Campany, I hope that its 


* 


cription of the 


AD LET! 


dare 5 the Liberty to oppoſe him; "know 


he hath no great Reaſon 
: Wherefore every Man rather 7 


tradictin by: Governour,toincurr his Diſplay 
ang do the Company no manner of Service. 
But if you afk me w 79 4 4 Director reſoh 

to take no ad e but abſolutely” follow his d 
Inclinatio OI doth ever ſummon a Cound 
: that the Directors of the (4 
may 5 informed that he did fo; 1 
nowing the uſe he made of that Aſſem 


not being otherwiſe to be done than 1 in l 
10 Law : And, thirdly, for the Govern 
the to Coaſt which is reſolved . 70 fertlel 
ouncil, and leaſt —_ thing 1 


cuſe, he.now being able e 7 on alla 
F the wit 


- diſtant from their Suffrages as Eaff a cher ol pr” 
In ſhort, the mer is of no other real 
{than to participateof the Governor NE 
' to ſhelter him from being anfrocrdtle for af 
"Thus it clearly appears chat it is impoſſhk 
the: Companies Affairs to ſucreed under Ut 
Governour: Wherefore, for the Intereſt d 
"77 Will for 

future diminiſn the Governouts Power, chaty 
him expreſſy to regulate. himſelf more by 
Advice of the Council: Which, when the 
- Tectors F to do, I can t doubt of 0 
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it is become too cuſtomary for Men in * 


fal who have lived ſome Years here with mb 
| muft own, as well as I, that in the Months N. 


Marah, the Heat is very violent here ; * it 
not ſo 
that it 


£ bio 7 the £ er. "vi 


* * a 0 
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[ he is 1 
Oririon ffom whence. it proceed. Th 
Difference hetmixt the preſent and. fs 

mer Seaſons, Sore Inflances of viuln 
| Thenders, , and the _ . 


ws PE 


%%% / ons” hos De BN 
PE 71 Cealed my laſt to you, on WE 
on that the Ship would fail Jaf Night; bu 

they being ſtayed by an unavoidable Obſtacle ond 
Day longer, and I at preſent at leiſure, I han 
dedicated this Day to your Service, in Comm 
ting the following: Lines to Paper, winch Pak 
to honoue with bY Peruſal. 4 

The Guinea Gold Coaft is ſituate ubout the 
- fifih Degree of Nahas Latitude: From whid 
Fou may eaſily inferr, that we live i in à ſcotch 
ing Air, though not fo bad as is reported; 10 


bo Intec 
ies mor 
This Fog 
geaſon of 
Vinter, 
Vherefor 
hat time 
The Ster 
uch = 
om of 
utrify b 
Bodies re 
Towns; 
tenches 
ere, it! 
0 impo! 
but thoſe 


Relations rather to add than to diminiſh. Sent 


ovember, Dec ember „ January, February 


E in the ſix remaining Months, bil 
be eaſily bor iche the. leaft in 
convenience: I have known the time whe 
we could as well have endured à Fire, if . 
had not been athamed, as in Europe about df: 
t nber; beſides, the w hole Year Here refreſhell 
wil 


* 


r. vie r. vn. Gold of ca; Ouinen. 


mplam very much of the Heat. 
The Unwholeſomeneſs of this Coaſt, in my 


ay, and coolneſs 
unge I am induced to believe occaſions ſeveral 
mntrary Effects in our Bodies, eſpecially in 
oſe who are not accuſtomed to bear more Heat 


loaths to cool too faſt. ee ene TA C46" 
The ſecond and greateſt Cauſe: whieh I can 
ind is, That the Gold Coaſt from one end to the 


Vbich Miſt ſo ſpreads its delf, and falls ſo thick 
n the Earth, that it is almoſt impoſſible to eſcape 
he Infectiom yhile we are faſting, and our Bo- 
lies ſuſceptible of it than the Natives. 


herefore we are more ſeized with Sickneſs in 
Ser time thay in the good Seaſon or Summer: 


ith marke Stench of this unwholeſome Miſt is verz. 
Ooh nuch 9 by the Negroes pernicious Cu- 
ay1 


55 100 om of 
ut it iWutrify before they eat it, and their eaſing their 


s, bodies round their Houſes, and all over their 
aft TLowns; and if this odious Migture of noyſome 
bei tenches very much affects ie State of Healtti 


if uhere, it is not ta- be wondered, ſince tis next 


ut 0 impoſſibility; not only for new Comers, 


freſheſut thoſe who hav continued here, to pre- 


% >, 


+ cool Evenings : So that he that hath lived 
ce ten Years, and conſequently his Body be- 


pinion, feems 2 owing to the Heat of tile 
of the Night z which fiidden _ 


han Cold, by teo haſtily throwing off their 


ther, ſo greatly abounds with high Mountains, 
1 the Valleys betwixt which, every Morning 
thick, ſtinking and ſulphurous Damp or Mitt 
th, eſpecially near River or Watry-places : 


This Fog happeneth moſt frequently in the ill 
aon of the fix Months, which we here call 
inter, but more eſpecially in Faly and Aug, 


: . 


ying their Fiſh for five or ſix Days to 
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I 4 Defeription of the BE T. 
ferve themſelves intirely from its MalignEf 
The great Difference betwixt the Eurupean J 
and this, is fo obſervable, that few come hit 
who are not at firſt ſeized by. a Sickneſs whit 
carries off a great many, and that chiefly 
caufe we are ſo Avretchedly. unprovided- wil 
what ſhould comfart and nouriſh theſe pa 
Men; for: we have no help to have - recourſ g 
but corrupted hied cines, and unlkilful Penig 
they being only ignorant Barbers, . who. brug 
_ ſeveral: into the utmoſt danger of | their Lire 
Whereas Nature is ſtrong enough, by the Aſliftang 
of good Nouriſhing Diet and Reftoratives;; f 
might probably recover the Patient. But, ala 
how ſhould he be able to get them? For ay 
Medicines, as L have before told you, are md 
of them ſpoĩled; and for Food, what is here g 
and a dry lean Hen ? And, indeed, weng f 
able ta pay for better, here is nothing prop 
for a weak. Stomach; for all the Oxen or OD 
Sheep and Hens, are dry - lean and tough : $ 
that à found Man, not to mention an mfim 
one, hath enough to do to eat them. So thi 
tze beff, beſide proper Phyſiek, that the po 
Sick can get here, are Culinary Vegetables an 
are abundantly furniſhed with the former, bi 


_ "they are not in 2 Bodies reach... , +, 4 
Ik̃phere qre ſeveral who would fain perſvad 


us that ,vfir Mens Sickneſs: here is owing, 
their own Miſ management; urging that the 
might very gaſily prevent it by a regular List 
and carefully ardiding all Exceſſes in Eatine 
and Drinking: But Experience convinces us 
their Miſtake, for we daily: les the moſt ten 
_ perate and regular Men and With dangerous an 
too often Mortal Diſeaſes. B. 
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Jowed . their Supeiours; Exceſſive | 
ere tod much in vogue; and the 


ſent and futu 
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by W ie indeed ta e owned, 

e here elr 0 n 

d that cannot apr bo 10 of * 

Men were more "careft 

more than probable. We 1.5 man 

fl 7. 77 and die here early as now do 

theſe raſh and_incopſi 5 8. 8 n | 8 

er 19 their P if not alxead 
&bted, 1 hat Suln 1 Reith it G in by 


Wine and Brandy; both which, taken in ex- 
ceſs, are very en Which. is not the 


only Inconvenience for ſpending their Money 
de 2 allow, themſelves 
ſuffcient to buy neceſſary Food. ; the, de- 
fect of Which 5 are then 1 bed to ſup- 
ply. An Brea 1 

2 little Fiſh; 


o. that it is hard do be ex- 
pected „ that t 


bels Men ſhould” be healthful. 


This is the comwon courſe of Life which 


the ordinary. people here lead: And it were 
to be wiſhed that their Example, Was 8 fol- 
* Tnking 
eing 


act their Salary is, the greater their Thirſt 


appears to be; and conſequently. the leſs re- 
gard had to the Kitchin. Wes are alſo ve- 


7 lucky 1 1 0 Fay be not attached, and 
they entred Jai Nds as deep as. their Pre- 
e 


which, eats like a 


rits to Venus as 


1 and Salt, or at beſt with 


> will, fatisfie ; or what is 
Vorſe yetbeyondall this, in hope only that their 
i Relations will fati 55 . 
Canker; and 155 they are hy aſe ſo bigotted 
to drinki W twould be impoſſible to 
keep. them dom it by Blows: And to make 

| the quicker Work, they are as zealous Vota- 
Bacchus, and ſo; waſte the 
{mall Pau of Se r them from, a 
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: ly People who can lay up any thing, and 
the 


our beſt Pledge, that is, our Lives, in cds 


this Country. Some here diſtinguiſh betwin 


thirteen or fourteen Years time thouſands of 


latter they are miſerably afflicted. in all parts 
| of their | Bodies 5 but chiefly in their Legs; 


| A Deſeription'of the L. E T. V 
ling and the ill Air, and; then adieu Health 
and ſoom after Life it ſelf But it is inde 
convenient it ſhould be ſo; another way 
His place: If Men lived here. as long & 
in Europe, twould be leſs worth while to coge 
hither, and a Man would be VET watt 
100 long before he got a good Poſt ; yr 
which no bady will eaſily return rich fron 
Guinea, the chief Perſons there being the oy 


y not near ſo much as is reported of them 
However the Money we get here is indeed hard 
ly enough acquired : If you conſider we flake 


tout.” - F pk 


4 


But to a K | to the Unh 25 We þ 


one. place and another; and I am fomewhat 
inclined to their Opinion: If they, chook 
thoſe places where the Wind blows. \ cow! 
tinually and very freſñ, and where the Ns 


groes occaſion the leaſt Stench, they ate un-1 
doubtedly the moſt healthful ; and as ſuch ! 


Toa prefer Bontry and Zacondee in the firſt 
PITS, tn Es nee 5 „ 
How umrholſome ſoever this Country 1s, 
yet we find very few of the Natives affficted 
with any Diſtemper; which yet is not much 


to be wondred at, ſince they being born in 


this Air, and bred up in the Stench, are not 
liable to be infected with tlie one or the & 
ther. The National Diſeaſes here are the Small 
Pox and Worms ; by the former of which in theſe 


Men have been ſwept away.: And with the 


2 1 hich 
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are mof 


fpam ; 
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theſe W 
You wit 

ou are 

[-long 
not the 
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In th 
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thought 
of Pali 


indes 
r Wade 
dong 4 


to Com 


er. vil. Cui coat of Guinea, 


hich occaſions *grievous Pain, which they 
ire forced to bear till they can get 'the Worm 
alte out, that being Mapei 2 Month: 
The manner which the Artiſts take to get it 
is this; as ſoon as the Worm is broken thro? 


Is way, after they. have drawn it out 

little way, they make it faſt to a ſtick, 2 
which they every day wind a final part of 
u till continuing this tedious Method, they 
re entirly wound out "the whole, and the 


— to break , they are pift to à double 


orture, the remainder 


Emope are "but feldom troubled with them, 
yet they do not eſtape” them entire 
have fo lie Negroes who "had nine br ten 
of them at nee, with "which" they were in- 


+ Wexpreffibl tormented. "Tits" Worn Diſtaſe is 
wm oaſt over”; but Wee 


frequent Yn the Co 
are moſt tormented with it it 0 and 
am; which Lo» Wi may be occafioned by 

the fonl Water w ey ate obliged to arink 


are informed that tiijey are ſome” of them an 


Wlong, and ſome as long as Pikes, and have 


not the patience to ſtay fill the' Man is dead, 
w ſeize him alive. * 


In the Country of e ſeveral "Negroes are 


aflifted with Ravenous Appetites; which is 
thought to proceed from their drinking a lor 
f Palny-wine called OT OY 


he Tumour, his Head commonly * or ain g 


r in eed from his Pain. Bot if coe Worm 
of i ei⸗ 


her rotting. in the Body, or — dut at 
ſome other plate. The Neri are moſt" af- 
fied with theſe Worms: Bur though the 


tere. If you "would know) 15 oe | 
theſe Wornis, Monſieur  Focquenbr ligeth 0 
you with a pathetical Deſcription '; by which 
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be the 7 nn Eileen linking; . 


4which is the common Converſation of tle 


Tears of Marit ̃ 7. 
= not. be. Babour loſt to fo 5 


dean bad 4 
eat eratio 
Led here in the ſpace onde 
mmer is accounted to 
Lcontinue the fire ſubſequent Months, 


„8 ig is Glied hg and 


the Year, and is ſub- divided imo two Rainy, 
0 Mar, and: two Windy Months: But 
alters ſo much from Tear to Tear — 
ve in a manner left off reckoning them 
dummer comes ſometimes a who Month 

another, and the fame is 


Tamerly, hen I — the Coaſt. 


erer than at pr 
oy, continaing for ſuoceſſively 
2 


it either ſo: violent nor. 
bids is but twenty Miles from Hlmina, is fe- 
wlly more moiſtened wich Raine than any 


tle wonder when I was — 8 that 
Ie Rains continued fo long for aſking nf 
gur Militar "Officets:how. 8 it common 
ed? he told me 81 eleven Months, ant 
n FR pay © twenty 


et as is not very proper for their Ears, 
groe, ſeldom have re till he thy coune 0 


the Winter and Snmmer, mee 
no Weather, which L have 
of ten Fears. The 5 


Winter takes up the remaining fix — 


eck the] — Rao. IS 
a en Calculation them 


immer and Winter ſucceeded alternately, enact- : 
at a certain time, n — much 
The Rains were ſa 


were to be drowned,” and we 


pected 2 Tecond. Deluge; but. at preſent are 
equent. Axim, 2 


ace upon the whole Coaſt 2 And I did not a 
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'\preheniions for their Gun potder, the Thul 
ſeeming moſt violent where that 1 was. 
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mim, in the Tear 651, there ua uch 2.) Not long 
bk 'Fhund 1 -whithſo-2fFizhted wr 1 of ou 
nt Wen thought dhe World was ut n ch nj 
 The.Gold and Sip ad in the: Me" 
d unt uched aut eie Sn 1693 
broken! in the-Svabbards, wit there: Drinkn 
ing perctivably#ſinged, a8 well as Grerat fu 40 
Accidents which then happened: But the Pali which 
ing Worm-eaten I could not diſtinctiy n, leaſt hu 
>; only I perceived that they were in Aire it poll! 


Ab 


ET. VIII. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 

About 1691. when I was at Bontry, there was 
ch a fierce and boiſterous Storm in the Coun- 
of Ante, that Hundreds or rather 'Thou- 


nds of Trees, were either thrown down to 
e Ground, or blaſted by Lightening. The 


to Splinters from top to bottom, and yet 
mained ſtanding, but ſo torn aſſunder, as if 
neor two Hundred Chiſſels, had been driven 
to it in order to ſplit it. The \Vegroes, in the 
me terrified Condition with us, being of 
ninion that the force of the Thunder is contain- 
| in a certain Stone; after the Storm was over 
ought one, which they ridiculouſly believed 
id ſo ſhattered our Flag-pole : But no wonder 
ey were of that Opinion; for in Europe, where 
e think we are better informed, ſeveral People 
ont much differ from them. But what I have 


2cauſed by a Stone; nor is there any natural 
eaſon for it; and with ſuper- natural Fhings 
have nothing to do, but had rather believe it 


aturaliſts to determine. ö 
Not long after, a like Accident happened to 
e of our Ships cruiſing before Axim, very 
uch injuring its Main Maſt and Bolt- 
brit. | % © 
In 1693. or 1694. the Thunder broke all 
e Drinking-Glaſſes of the Factor's Chamber, 
id raiſed up his Child with the Bed under it; 
ih which it threw ſome feet diſtant, without 
e leaſt hurt done. What do you think, Sir? 
as it poſſible for a Stone to do this? I believe 
1 | 


take which ſupported our Flag was ſhattered 


erred of the Effects of Thunder, is ſufficient 
SER convince me that tis impoſſible they ſhould 


> Effects of a violent Compreſſion of Air: 
t the manner of its Operation I leave the 
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Not long after this, the Exliſß Fort at 4 
was ſo roughly handled by the Thunder, & 


ET. v 
me of n 
to their 


it Walls were left ſhattered with Holes en ey found 
to the Powder-Room, and ſome Pewter- Po ich I w. 
gers were melted into a lump : Tis eafy to incu as I r. 
gine with what terrour they were ſtruck wh But this 
they found it come ſo near their Powder. \ cold abc 
When I had the Government of * Moree, M 1 told 
of the Turrets was rent ſeveral feet by a Me indeed 
of Thunder; and my Conftable being lodfough th 
there, affirmed in the Morning he had receanirds, or 
a violent ſhock on his Arm without any fa hich wh 
injury: However, I was in great Danger; ii think o 
having the Day before removed my Powder, Scaſo! 
had cauſed two or three Thouſand Pound e leaſt 1 
it to be brought into the Garret, where it leaſure: 
when the Storm began; but I could not WW. 
eeaſy till it was carried to a fafer place; H 
ever before that could be done I was in 1 
ſmall Confuſion. e 


* 


cuſtomed to; which ſo ſeldom happens at jr 


o 


From what I have related you- may col 
what ſort of Weather we were formerly # 


ſent, that in the ſpace of three or four Yea 
we have not obſerved any thing extraordiny 
of that Nature to happen. 
The difference betwixt the Heat and Cal 
formerly and at preſent, is alfo very grat 
for the Heat has been here ſo exceſlive 1 
Summer-time, that we ſeemed to have Dog di 
as well as in Europe; but now it is becar 
more moderate and ſupportable : The Cold u 
alſo then fo fierce in the Nights, that we wi 
perſuaded it froze ; and in reality we ue 
not much in the wrong, for the Earth, which ult 
ally is very moiſt by reaſon of the Dew, 
on the contrary dry and appeared whit 
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ET. VIII. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 

"me of my Predeceſſors affirmed, that coming 
to their Accompting-Houſe in the Morning, 
ey found” their Ink frozen: The Truth of 
hich I will not determine, but only hand it to 
ou as I received it. "4 34. 
But this I aſſure you, that we have felt Nights 
cold about September, that they made us ſhake, 
I told you before. The preſent Winters 
re indeed cold, - but not fo ſevere as formerly; 
gh they continue longer; for we have two 
lirds, or at leaſt half of the Year Winter: 
Vhich while I am Writing I believe you begin 
think of, and I wiſh it may happen to you in 
ue Seaſon, and be ſo mild as not to give you 
he leaſt Uneaſineſs, but afford you as much 
leaſure as is poſhble to be wiſhed by, Yours; 


St 
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to an unuſual Bulk, I ſhall be at a loſs to 
o Juſtice to my Subject: Wherefore" I muſt, = 
eg your excuſe for crouding ſo many things. = 
nto one Letter ſo immethodically, for you are rd | 
reſented with them as they. occur to me; and | 


„ Sir, be pleaſed to accept them. 


C24 


tr, i To begin. The Negroes are all without, ex. 9 
„ EA eption, Craft y, Villanous and Fradulent, and ul 
arent e ſeldom to. be truſted 3, being ſure to lig 0 ul 
Ft ants pportunity of cheating an Europe, nor in- RK 
veſt | led one another. A Man of Integrity is as -— q 


are among them as a white Falcon, and their 
idelity ſeldom extends - farther than to their 
laſters; and. it would be very ſurprizing if 
on a ſcrutiny into their Lives we ſhould: 
nd any of them whoſe perverſe Nature would 
ot break out ſometimes z_ for they indeed ſeem 
o be born and bred Villains: All forts! of 
baſeneſs having got ſuch ſure-footing in them, 
hat tis impoſſible to lye concealed ; and here- 
h they agree very well wath what Authors 
ll us of the Alnſcovites: Theſe degenerate Vi- 
es are accompanied with their Siſters, Sloth - 
Ind Idleneſs; to which they are ſo prone. that 
thing but the utmoſt Neceſſity. can force 
hem to Labour : They are. beſides fo incredibly 
aeleſs and ſtupid, and are fo little concerned 


icultun 


he Gol 


Jo 485 it their Misfortunes, that tis hardly to be ob- 
LY ave met with any good or ill Succeſs. An 


nftance of which is that when they have ob- 
aned a Victory over their Enemies they re- 
un Home diverting. themſelves with leap- 


_ | I and dancing - But if on. their N ſide they are 
| 3 eaten Out of the Field Wi and utterly route d, 
, ſwel yet Feaſt and are Merry : and Dance, 


and 
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ſhort, Proſperity and Adverſity are no othery 


Drinking: That they are equally meu 


at their Reſting- place, but, like the Beal 
ancholy Reflections: So that the Advice, nd 
Kade peculiarly for ie be dein Men 


- which they mighty carefully adorn their Bodi 
and are very fine in their wax. 


A Deſcription of the LE T. HE T.! 
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diſtinguiſhable in them than in the cloathin 
and thaving of their Head: Of which mx 
hereafter. Monſieur Fo:quenbrog's Deſcription q 
them is undeniably true, when he inform 
us, that they Feaſt at Graves, and if th 
ihould ſee their Country in Flames, woll 
cry out, let it burn, and not fluffer it in th 
leaſt to interrupt their Singing, Dancing an 


Grief or Neceſſity, ſing till they die, and dang 
into the Grave. e 


This Deſcription is ſo pertinent, I belien 
it cannot be mended in ſo few Words. Th 
true indeed, that they very greedily heap w 
Money and Goods; to which their Ming 
are ftrongly enclined : But after that they f 
ſo ſmall a value upon them, that if they ma 
with a very great loſs, you can never ps 
ceive it by their Carriage, it never robs. then 
of an Hours repoſe ; and they are no ſoond 


they ſleep perfectly undiſturbed by any M 


to take care for the Morrow, ſeems - deſiguel 


Their Young are extraordinary Vain, Tres: £ 
deſirous to paſs for Perſons © of © Quality 
though perhaps but Slaves : Notwithſtanding * 


any for 


But now let us ſee how they manage wh The 
Aﬀairs of Dreſs, The Faſhions of adomugſ tete 


ET. Mr T. IX. Gold of Coaſt Guinea. | 
| plane a Garter or rather Girdle. Perhaps 
Door tir. Con/tartm Huygens thought of our black 
d Paan iſtreſſes when he adviſeth the Men to two, 
ir Head ſome Women to three Garters; and if 
e old ockens were in faſhion here three Garters 
of Co ould be ſoon thought as neceſſary as one 
he Du now : But this by the by. To return to 
4 Negroe Ladies; on the lower part of 
Whic Bodies they wear a Paan which often 1s 
-DrawenMhree or four times as long as that af the Men: 
ry poco his they wind around their Waſte, and bind 
F font on with a Fillet of red Cloth, or ſome- 
ly du ing elſe about half Ell broad and two Ells 
ped aboffone, to make it fit cloſe to the Body, both 
To win ds of the Fillet hanging out on their Paan ; 
of Hu bich in Ladies of Quality is adorned with 
m end bold and Silver-lace : On the upper-part of 
Meir Body they caſt a Veil of Silk or ſome 

ther fine ſort of Stuff; whilſt their Arms 

re beautified with Rings of Gold, Silver and 

yory. . Theſe Female Negroes, I can aſſure 

ov, are ſo well-ſkilled in their Faſhions, that 

t ey know how to. dreſs themſelves up ſuffici- 
: ly tempting to allure ſeveral Europeans; 
is rich hut their greateſt Power is over thoſe wo 
air v nke no difference betwixt White and Black, 


oral àpecially when the former colour is not to be 
50 mund. e En 
cks th 


„ beſide} Having done with their Cloaths, let us ſee 
' Conte flow they educate their Children; with which 
md Le Men never trouble themſelves in the leaſt, 
erewith or the Women much indeed: The Mother 
jut thelWives the Infant ſuck for two or three Vears; 
e fulWhich over, and they able to go, then tis, 
yore Mn out Brutes ; _ 7d it be hungry ſhe gives 
* alwaiW 2 piece of dry Bread, and ſends it abroad 
8 N where 
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can but go alone, we are continually ye. 


place where a Negroe Woman was deliver 


Woman is obliged by IIlneſs to keep her Be 
' Linnen or any Neceffaries for the New. bom 


: dinary with us : But this is the Mothers 


I Deſcription of the LET. N 
where ever it pleaſes, either to the Market, 
to the Sea-ſide to learn to ſwim, or any when 
elle; no Body looks after it; nor is þ 
any Bodies buſineſs to hinder its Progrek 
Theſe Children are as well contented wit 
dry Bread, as ours with all manner of I 
heactes, they neither think of nor know ay 


ET. 
W this | 
e brin; 
nd tis 
ut to 1 
o ſoons 
eticheer 


Delicacies; nor are their Mothers trouble on 10 | 
with them, but do their Buſineſs undiſturbed: = A : 
When, on the other fide, if our Child | 8 


lieve 1 
(ccadent: 
6 1f don 
ay obf 
ver evi! 
ribe th 
goes, 

ore C0! 
ent pro 
Lopes ar 


plexed with Thouſands of Fears of ſome d 
other ill Accidents betalling them. 


Child- bearing is here as little troubleſom 
as the Men can with ; here is no long Lying 
in „ nor expenſive Goſſiping or Groanins: 
Feaſts: I once happened to be near the 


of two Children in the ſpace of one quarte 


of an Hour; and when ſhe ſeemed moſt un Cloat 
eaſie I fonnd 'twas not ſufficient to urge au N 
Shrieks or Cries from her; but the ver . 


fame Day I ſaw her go to the Sea: ſide to] 
waſh her felf without ever thinking of retum 
ing to her Bed. And indeed moft Women 
are here equally eaſie in this Particular, tho 
it happens (but that is very ſeldom) that 


ll of St 


ſome Days. Here is no Proviſions made for 


Infant; and yet all its Limbs grows Vige 
rous and Proportionate as in Holland; exceyt 
only that they have larger Navels than ot 


fault. If Child-bearing were in all Partici 
lars fo eaſie in our Country But no more 
| W 0 
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TY 
1 dis leaſt you ſhould tell your Lady, and 
yy 11 e bring the Dutch Women about my Ears, 
Progr nd tis not very adviſeable to anger them. 
ted wi ut to return to our Subject; the Child is 
of 1. ſooner born than the Prieft (here called 
00 ticheer or Confoe) is ſent for, who binds a 
8 duble arcel of Ropes and Coral, and other Traſh 
iſturbel out the Head, Body, Arms and Legs of the 
Childs pfant : After which he Exorciſes, according 
lly r= their accuſtomed manner ; by which they 
font lieve it is armed againſt all Sickneſs and ill 
I cidents: And doubtleſs this is as effectual 
;if done by the Pope himſelf. By this you 
For 18 obſerve what Power the Prieſts have 
Lib evil Spirits: But when T come to de- 
rom ribe the Marriage and married Lives of the 
near f bro, I ſhall preſent you with ſomething 
lelipeni ore concerning Child-bearing ; and at pre- 
cl nt proceed, only informing you that theſe 
168 ws and Traſh ferve the Children inſtead 
roe ar Cloaths commonly till they are feven or 
b ght Years of Age; at which period they pride 
Lide elves in a neceflary Lappet of half an 
rem l of Stuffs. ee 
Women os ge 
1 lk the Father is a Fiſherman or Husbandman, 
710 Fatl usbandman, 
Me ache Child a Male, he breeds him up 55 
her Bel Vocation very early : And the Child now 
ade fr mung to find that he muſt ſoon ſhift for 
e imſelf, he is ſure to ſecure all that a conveni- 
5 Vieo ut Opportunity - will give him leave againſt 
except £ time, „ which his Parents never contra- 
—_— = "ef rag es 
Partien k have hinted with what ſorry and how 
10 oh 1 N the Negroes content their Children; 
of 2 would hardly be poſlible if they fared 


| deli 


the conſiſtence of Bread, or inſtead of thy 


to ſatiate themſelves with the beſt at the Ty 


Covetouſneſs. 


Alallaget; and is, I can aſſure you, a fe 
hok 


. who are uſed to it, and is very wholeſom in ti 
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1 Deſeription of the LET 
deliciouſly: themſelves. But they are not gx 
ty of this fort of Intemperance, but live g 
ther too ſoberly, Two Pence a day hey 


fufficient to diet one of them. Their cn 
mon Food is a Pot full of Millet boiled g 


Jambs and Potatoes ; over which they yy 


2 little Palm-Oyl, with a few. boiled Hen" after 
to which they add a ſtinking Fiſh. I v*1c0n 
they eſteem a nice Diſh; for tis but ſelda e are f 
they can get the Fiſh and Herbs: As Hen to 
Oxen, Sheep, Hens, or other Fleſh, they ae kno 
Iy buy that for Holy-days : Of which more iM ey are 
another place. The Negroes are not fo ſparig 1 0 s 

Dn 


in their Diet becauſe they dont deſire hd 
ter Food, of which we have ſufficient Prod 
when they eat with us, for they are then fin 


OweT. 

ice as | 
e, their 
Iree Or 


The 82 
bes Clai 
culiar. 

ter, the 
p, or 1 
Aroes u. 
eople d 
ead for 
ter each 
anner, b 
t the f11 
) which 
her retu 
> bath C 
e may 
dod ſoun 


ative « 


ble at that rate, as if they were laying i 
for three days. Nor is it for want of Mong 
that they live thus, but only out of pure ſor(il 
I have been ſometimes of Opinion that 
they thought all dear things unwholſome. Th 
Diet I have deſcribed is that of the Comme 
nalty; nor do the Rich fare much better 
They allow themſelves a little more Fiſh, a 
a few more Herbs. But for. an extraordinap 
Diſh they take Fiſh, a handful of Corn, # 
much Dough, and ſome Palm-Oyl, which the 
boil together in Water z and this rhey 


Entertainment amongſt them; and, to ff 
truth, tis no very diſagreeable Food to 
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not CUB Though the Negrocs eat fo poorly and ſo 
y den le, they drink the more, being great Lo- 


rs of ſtrong Liquor, and let the World go 


ale dy it wall ey muſt have Brandy in the 
| of th orning and Pa m-Wine in the Afternoon; 
ey po d he that hath one Penny in Money thirſt- 
1 Hat h after three Pennyworth of Drink, which 
. Tx velcome to them Night and Day ; and 
Worn WE forced to give ſtrict Orders to our 
As ien to watch our Cellars at Night, for 
they oli” know too well how to get at them. 
more leu are ſo beſotted to ſtrong Liquors and 


obacco, that you may equally entruſt Ba- 
n to a Cat, as either of them within their 


1 wer. The Women are as guilty of this 
e ice as the Men; and, as if it were a Ver- 
the Ie their Children are taught it at the Age of 
ying ee or four Years. | | 
"og The Salutations and Civilities of the Ne- 


re ſordl 


culiar. Upon accidentally meeting each o- 


on ter, the Salutation is pulling off the Hat or 

; p, or uncovering the Head, amongſt thoſe 
Comm 5705 who converſe with us; but the Inland 

better ople don't eſteem the uncovering of the 
iſh, al for any ſign of Reſpect. Next, they ask 
dinner each others Welfare; but not like our 
orn, anner, by enquiring after one anothers Health; 


t the firſt Queſtion is, How did on ſleep £ 
| which the Reply is, Very well And the 


bath ſept well tells him ſo. From whence 
e may obſerve, that the Negroes. conceive 


by 


claim a place here, as being remarkably 


her returns the Queſtion to the firſt, who if 


bod ſound Sleep to be the moſt neceſſary Pre- 
ative of Health. When one Negroe is viſited | 
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n- armee 
ands b 
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{#26 A Deſcription of the LET. | 
buy another, he takes his Gueſt by the Hy 
and knipping his two middle R tog 

ther, he bids him welcome + This is 
Ceremony in uſe if this be his firſt Vig 
but if he hath been there before, and 1; 
turned again, he expreſſeth his Welcome 
telling him, Ton went out and are returned, i 
timating they wiſh him good Fortune; 
which he anſwers, I am come again : Jy 
this paſſeth current on both ſides for reſiq 
Civility. They are very obigngly on 


when they receive Viſits from a perſon yl 
lives in another Country. As ſoon as Moo King 
Complements are paſſed, the Wife, or a Make the 
Slave, brings Water, Greaſe or . Ointment {W'iſitant | 
waſh and anoint the Stranger, herein agree deligr 
with the ancient times, who were accu rdinary 
med to waſh and anoint the Feet of M im wel. 
Gueſts. his V. 
| | im by 
The Viſits of Kings and thoſe of the Me him 
EKReank, are accompanied with ſeveral odd ich is 
* remonies : For inſtance ; when a Lord or H bich be 
of a Town is advanced very near to, or mſpants fit 
ches that King's Town he intends the Me him 
ncur of a Viſit to, he diſpatches one of his 0's Follo 
1 tendants to complement and adviſe him Vith thr: 
_ his coming; who on the other ſide is ſu turns t. 
1% ſend back a Meſſenger of his own with erſons 
. Ambaſſador, to complement and aſſure he" Viſit 
„ x of a hearty Welcome. While they are nd the 
"0 their way, the King or General ranges bier g. 
_ his Soldiers in Battel-Array, in the Mags own. 
i Y place, or before his Palace; theſe being frequal_hſ) laſt 
_ 1y about three or four hundred Men, who Waiver, 
_—_ down expecting the approach of their Gu his 
1 wo to expires his State and Grandeur gene an 
116 N | a 
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ol effectually, takes care to advance but 
ers ol, and is attended by a great number of 
$ med Men, who leaping and dancing alſo 
| VI ke a diſmal Military Noiſe. 9 8 
coils Having at laſt reached the place where the 


ther ſits expecting him, he doth not make 
rectly towards him, but detaches all his 
n-armed People of Faſhion to preſent their 


r n Winds by way of Salutation to the other's 
ly an{en, that are next or around him, as well 
i A: to himſelf : After all which at laſt the 


ro Kings or Generals, armed with Shields, 
make their Mutual Approaches; and if the 
ifitant be of higher Rank than himſelf, or 
je deſigns to honour him with an extra- 
W:dinary Reception, he embraces and bids 
lim welcome three times ſucceſſively : But 
his Viſitant be below him, he welcomes 
im by barely thrice preſenting his Hand 


the F o him and filleping his middle Finger, 
phich is done in three ſucceſſive Advances; 
d or l ich being ended, the Gueſt and his Atten- 


ants fit down oppoſite to the other, expect- 


„ Or 

the He him to come and welcome him and 

of his is Followers; which is alſo ſoon after done 

» him With three circular Advances: After which he 

is ſore turns to his place and fits down, ſending 

- with WW crſons to lute and welcome the reſt of 

ſure His Viſitant's Troop, to aſk after their Health 


nd the Intent of their coming; which the 
hier generally anſwers by Meſſengers of 
s own. Theſe Mutual Ceremonies frequent- 
y laſt an Hour or two, or till the En- 
ertainer riſes and obliges his Gueſt to go 
o his Houſe, where he is preſented by the 
in and the great Men of the Town with 
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the Negroes were very idle and not ef 


have no Notion of Steel and yet they 
their Sables and all cutting Inſtruments : Tha 


Thread and Contexture of which is ſo fine, tli 
I queſtion whether our European Artiſts woll 


ä 


FT. 
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4A Deſcription of the LET, 
Sheep, Fowl, Jammes or whatever is any 
able: And thus ended this tedious Salutatig 
which I have ſpent too much time in defy 
bing; but I hope you will not be tired yi 


: a ; 7 vou m 
it, for in order to abridge it I have omi 


filled 1 
jects ; 
junp fre 
te wha 
1 once 
not ver” 
u uſe a! 
which: 
bad: Fr 
12 eſt ſo 


* 


ſeveral Circumſtances. | 
In the beginning of this Letter I told y 


prevailed on to work, as well as that thy 
had very few Manual Arts: All which y 
deed are employed chiefly in the making 
Wooden or Earthen Cups, Troughs, m 
ting of Chairs, making of Copper Ointny 


Boxes, and Arm-Rings of Gold, s n foot 1 
or Ivory, with ſome other Traſh. I et of 
chief Handicraft , with which they are M onable 
acquainted being the Smithery ; for wirerally 1 


their ſorry Tools they can make all fa 
of War-Arms that they want, Guns auf 
excepted ; as well as whatever 1s required 1 
their Agriculture and e Thy 


f, 
* . 


principal Tools are a kind of hard Stone]! 
ftead of an Anvil, a pair of Tongues, al 
a ſmall pair of Bellows, with three or mul 
Pipes; which blow- very ſtrong and are & 
Invention of their own. Theſe are molt © 
their Arts, beſides that of making of Fetich 
which I have before informed you of : N 
their moſt artful Works are the fine Gold all 
Silver Hat-bands which they make for us; 


not be put to it to imitate them: And inde 
if they could, and were no better paid Pa 1 
| : . n 
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them In the Morning; when they are fy 


happens to, et in the N 
Ppel , F 


4 Deſoriphion as 1 eg 1 
they plant in the Sea over Night, and dg 


quently full of all ſorts of Fiſſi: But i 
Sword - fin, or any 5 ſuch rough. Guy 


7. Preven ented. if. the A 
d of it; for they gag n 
as in Company well furniy 
Jarpu :Irans ; and conſidering 
eat ths ſort of e ir T7 : 


1 d he 

culture; not . 
touched upon it, 
better op en a 


Though the Go ol Cog 
elite fixty Miles in length, 
ſeven or Gus over, 
that three or-f em. arg int 


1. 50 e Gilides, | 
;n, Acanny and Adom ; this difference is 
y diſcernable to 2 Perſon but the 
* with? their Langua 
t betwixt Brabunders and Foreigners: And 
he NMxroes, Which we daily conver with, 


8 8 2 ly 
o di t — . to learn their Langutge' 
two: or three Tears which we find At 


"1 


refs „ that er underſtand 
it; though we can hardly 


& ſuch a a 
ateſt part 


rds i? ſo ſtrange 
endeavoured + 
Tein. Letters ,: hog we have never been 
to do it; and the Negroes can nei 

te nor read, and conſequently have ne 
of Letters; which renders it im _ 
"ws to. trace their Faults. Dr. 

never was! here, 


Loo  _ we have of- 


dae bee aſſured If 
ceec much oor Wan rg 


2828 e wer 
d er write; we ſheu to 

i r Tongues N obſerying. "the Lets 
Bd ach thing ;* but havin 
ther! aflitanes' han | the" | > Sound, 1 


ges and appears as 


, ive about our Forts, expreſſed them- 
as: the others, - twould 


ve can ſtarce do in ten, at leaſt not 
ſort o — Some of us x; 
git which. T dare reckon my ſelf, have 


the Pronunciatitis - The Sound of me 
reſs them with our 


hath adrentured to * 


. Res. 
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| Fiſhing 


F 5 ov. 10 


ja PRA to have met with an 
„to a De 


in à certain Author tending 


tion of ſeveral Noble Families; but in 

the time of my Reſidence here, 1 are „ 1 

been able to diſcover what aar, of "Pa The fiſh 

mee were who put an n the by b 
| oft. Fat mot take ne 10 5) 


| Ke of your time in Enquiries wha Wir... g 


: Tehce there is chetwixt one Azgroe:and — | 
_ or, why one is more eſteemed than: to af 
for if 1 ſhould. dwell never ſo long ov aue 
IK: the ben * only the et i the three 
| the "YT without the Teaſing ; on 
8 2 ng. e * moſt 2 
> Un 8 gk _ - E W tro 
maongſt the Negroes; the firſt of pre wwe to 
 __ _ their Kings or Captains, or. the; Words WP ts | 
gaps: 3 ud ted bris : hers WY hes in 
14 p 5 ir \ —_ 2 Bel —9 plentifull 
A tho bang ar. Chit red, to tf 
* eing to our manner: 1 
we. andthe: apt to call them Civil Bath he lun 
-whoſe,., Pravinee: is only tog take care of f LOOP 


Welfane 0 the City or Village and toi 
peaſe any Lambs, eng 221400 1491 III ben 


„Tbe third fort! are thoſe who have u Territor, 
8 Er e y their 2 Com ö 

olxed on t Inheritance ompe 
„ 7 Dignity 
which, ſome; Authors have "repreſented | | h 3 
Noblemen ; but whether then are in. NN 
right or not, th; . Sg 
Pear. 8 | ; DES : = erings on 


eum Oc 
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The fourth are the commen People ad. 5 8 \ 


oyed in * W of An 4 88 3 
ut u F. * F 
the h 15 their 3 alen in W e 
7 2 2 Poverty: PRs 1192 We 


Theſe five being 3 * 
; to be found amongſt the Negroes; let 
enquire by what means they arrive at ap 


the three firſt. we 1G 2 1 fs 2 105 
aneh, The Dignity of uuf er, Caſhin | 
6 moſt of theſe : Countries, "defcendsHere- | 
Men uy from Father to Son, and in defect 1 
1 ve to the next Male- Heir; thoug 
- tines ſo much regard is ad to his 
ches in Slaves and Money, that he who 


plentifully ſtored with. the 5 i aden Pre. 


Fe: 0 an . Heir. * 5 ts SE, x 1 


benen 3 and; the N Ar termi- 
in one merry Day: But in caſe 
[Competitorſhip. „ when two pretend to 
t, Dignity at the ſame time; for Confir- 
tion: of the Lo yalty of their F ollowers, 
Pretender obli es his Reſpective Party 
ig Oath of {Allegiance 3 without this hap- 

all things run very ſmoothly, ſome 
fang only made, as uſually here on all 
— Occaf ions. The Principal Men or 
: K 3 | 0 
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number (for young Men are Clem ; 


are obliged- to expreſs their - Gratitude to f 
Electing Brethren by a Preſent of a Coy | 


1 Native of N that | Country \ living at 4 


| 28 ſomewhat like our being obliged to h 
| F Ne and Light to preſerve dur igt of! 


ſeveral, he or they are all brought to} 
gqueſt that they may be admitted into then! 


ons as a Loyal Subject: After which he t 


his own Nation; both which Oaths ate 
Armed by an Imprecation, That God ® 


%, 


Caboceros, are commonly limited to 3 


— 


acancies not filling, when upon aſfemili 
together they find their number too ſx 
the chooſe - out of the } Commona P Par 
= advanced in Years to com 


4 
. 


ages app. 
ne -due ] 
aboceer di 
caſt the 
ferent 3 
bin, I 
hinge tl 


mitted into this Honourable Aſſembly) y 


ſome Drink; after which they are lawhi 
admitted and confirmed. The m of 4 
obliges the Candidate for this Dignity to 


at leaſt keeping a Houſe there, inhabited 
one of his Wives, or ſome of his Fani 


and ſometimes. reſiding there himfelf ; wh 


ther by 
cquire = 
mongſt t 
ren Imal 
make into 
auſe then 
ourſe of 
ave lear 


tizens in Holland. If there be one alone, 
Fort and preſented to our Factor, with 3 


5741 wbe i -be hath omling "06M 
againſt him, adminiſters an Oath to him 
true to the Netherlanders, and to aid anda 
them to the utmoſt of his Power again; 
their Enemies whatſoever, - whether E 


an Oath, not unhke the former, reſp 


firike him dead if he | ſwore. contrary to bir 
tentious, or doth not keep bis Oath; Wil 
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eas 
. tory Feſtival being over they are free to bloy 
upon their Horns at plea 
are permitted who have not thus -aggrandizy 
themſelwes ; but if they are enclined to dim 


World In ſome places Men are oblige 


A MNegroe thus far advanced in Honea, 


paſſes the next and the remaining Days of thi 


not allowed to any who. hath not thus. qul 


e, which non 


themſelves are obliged to borrow them. Hq 
contradictory is the Courſe. of Things in thy 


to beg hard and make Intereſt for Ho 
whilſt they come home to the Houſes of otha 
as unexpected as nndeftred, 1 


uſually makes himſelf Maſter of firſt d 
and then another Shield: Of which he male 
a Shew as publick and pompous as that vl 
the Horns; and is obliged to lye the fif 
Night with all his Family in Battle Arm 
in the open Air; intimating that he ul 
not be affraid of any Danger or Hard. if 
in Defence of his People. After which ! 


Feaſt, wliich are generally about eight, in Shoot 
ing and Martial-Excerciſes, as well as Danciq 
and all forts: of Mirth; himſelf, his Wing 
and Family being as richly: dreſt as the 
pothbly can; and all that he hath in lt 
World expoſed to publick View, and n 
moved from place to place. But this Feli 
val is not ſo expenſive. as the former; fi 
inſtead of making Preſents, as uſual in tht 
he here on the contrary receives very 'vali 
able Preſents; and when he deſigns to d, 

vert himſelf, or go to the War, he is pd 
mitted to carry two Shields: A Faval 


lifed himſelf. 


er N. Gul of Co Guinea. 


this Caaſt; but that in reality they are 
1 0 is becauſe no Perſe, 55 En- 


cation of another: In both which the 
deficient; for by Birth they are — 


bleſs, and they owe their advance only 
> themſelves and their Money ; their Port 
Honour here being always open to him 
bo is rich 1 to bear the 

ſeſides, in other Places Wa. 


ice of their King or 13 


hat I have for ſeveral Years fu vely been 
Laited on by one of theſe Noblemen 1n the 


Danciell ae to his * 


iu f The fourth und ffth + fore need uo other 


nd wiſccount to be given of them, than that 


is  FeltWiey are common . ogy Slaves. 


- va Theſe Bieri de 2 lead me to 


to di Deſcription! of the Muſical © Inſtruments 
is pelt which they chiefly divert themſelves.” 
Favougput I ſhall firſt inform that the Ne. 
us qu es in n their ir Vilags have not 9 71 


de himſelf, but mn be ſo: by Birth, or by 
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hemſelves to nothing but Tide 1 | 
y are fond of having them Gentlemen and 


"analog I ſhall let them remain fo. And 
will not a little redound to my Honour, 
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leaſt to the Pleaſintneſs of the Sn 
fon. With us indeed it is uſual, and 
doubtleſs very reaſonable tb put a 2 
upon à fine: Proſpe& and Wah 
but theſe Jumpiſh Wretches — choc 
à dry and diſagreeable place to balk; 
neglecting at tie ſame time well plan 
ed Hills, charming Vallies, and beantifj 
Rivers ; which they have in * — 
and ferve may or no uſe nor afford th 
They are full as indie 5 

ine making of their Road 
Z 2 rough and perver 

8 Peopl the miſelves: A Road vid 

need not ger 102 chats in length 
| ently becomes three by its crookedny 
and emeventls and though they have bes 
made fenifible- of this Inconvenience h 
ys, 4 m_y _ __ e mend 
e yer ey not alter them; th 
once made - muſt ſtill remain, te pl 
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Their Muſi od Inſtruments are various, and 
very numerous, but all of them eld 
horrid and barbarous ſhocking Sound : The 
chief of them are the mentioned Hor 
made, as I have already told you, 
ſmall Elephant's Teeth ; ihough not ſo wa 
ſmall _ fome of them wei betwixt twen 
* Pounds, and others more! 

o — theſe. "ns cut in them ' ſeveral 
Images of —5 and Beaſts; and that 6 
_ finely that it ſeems to be done 1 

edi 


yet it 
whole B 
Ears, as 


er. N Gold Coaſt of Cie. 


indeed tis difficult to diſcern whether they 
are moſt like Men or Beaſts; at the lower 
end of theſe Horns is a piece of Rope co. 
bured black - with Hens or Sheeps Blood, 
and at the ſmall end is a ſquare lole : at 
which by blowing the produce a. ſort of ex- 
travagant Noiſe ; which they reduce to a 
ſort of Tone and Meaſure, and. vary as they 
pleaſe : Sometimes they blow upon theſe Horns 
ſj well, that though it is not agreeable, 

yet it is is not ſo horrid as to require a 
hole Bale of Cotton annually to ſtop ones 
Ears, as Focquenbrog has it. 


Their ſecond ſort of Inſtruments are their 
Drums; of which there are about ten ſeve- 
ral ſorts, but moſt of them are excavated 
Trees covered at one end with a Sheeps-ſkin, 
om the Ground like a KettleDrum, and 
when they. remove it they hang it by a 
String aboyt their Necks : They beat on 
theſe Drums with two long Sticks made Ham- 
mer-Faſhion, and ſometimes with a ſtreight Stick 
or their bare Hands; all which ways they 
ſoon. diſmal and horrid Noiſe : The 
ms being generally in conſort with the 
blowin e Horns ; which afford the 
moſt charming Aſſes Muſick that can be ima- 
ined : to PL this 1 ſet a 
ttle Boy to itrike upon a hollow piece of 
Iron with a, piece of Wood; which alone 
makes a Noiſe more deteſtable than the 
Drums and Horns together. 1 582 


5 * x f 
| — Of 
# 

* 


Obedience to the Second Commandment z for 4 


ET. I 
to | defend 
owing ti 
pleaſes. 
here are 
poverty 
but. y the 8 
at the) 
Name: 
o beg; 
he might 
hey. are 
mpoſſible 
ring ther 


8 : ; 
Us s 
> 
4 J. » | 
1 : ** ' 
9 a * "© 
* » 


SO 7 x 8 . 
$ 7 ; 
1 | | 5 : | 
Bay! * : 8 * ” ; ; 
mt: 140 | 4 ereptzorn of in 
08 ) 8 ; 1 «LS + , N 5 * N LEY 
N q j 5 U N 3 I BY 4 * 5 - 0 * ? «4 I - : 8 * 8 87 nf * * * 1 — 
9.3 \ ; ; ; k 5 ws, : f 
1 f f 1 E. , £ a þ ; 4 
Ok hte they ave invented à lort © i 
.x : 


* Drums, covered on both fides with a Skin 
$i. | and extended to the ſhape” of an Hour-Glaſg: 
if The Noiſe they afford is very like that on 
=_ Boys make with their Pots they play with 
on Holidays, with this difference only, that 
theſe have Iron-rings, which makes ſome 
8 5 alteration in the Sound. Twould be ridiq 
_  _  Jons to tire you with all the Inſtruments of the 
; Meroes : I ſhall therefore take leave of thy 
Subject, by deſcribing the beft they have; 
which is a hollow piece of Wood of two 
hands breadth long, and one broad; from 
the hinder- part of this a Stick comes crol 
i | to the fore-part, and upon the Inſtrument 
1404 are five or fix extended Strings: 80 that it 
1 bears ſome ſort of Similitude to a ſmall Harp 
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any they have here. Having ſaid enough 
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What is moſt commendable: amongſt the 
Negroes, is, that we find no poor amongſt them 
who beg; for though they are never ſſ 
witechadly poor they never beg: The Res: 

fon of which is, that when a Negroe finds 
he cannot ſubſiſt, he binds himſelf for a cer 0 
tain Summ of Money, or his Friends da Ws Neg 
it for him; and the Maſter to whom he F Charat 
hath obliged himfelf keeps him in all Ne bnly tell 
ceſſaries, ſetting him a ſort of Taſk, which orft” in 
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not in the leaſt ſlavih, being chiefly. 
flo defend his Maſter | on occaſion, and in 
Skin ſowing time to work as. much 8 he wah 

Glaß eaſes. So, that, as I have before told y 

at on ere are ho, Bet obliged $0 LAY 15 = 
with Poverty But ameleſs Beggars, . with- | 
„ that Moot. the „ neceſſity, are 70. plentiful 
ſom bat they all undiſtinguiſnabiy deſerve that 
ridics ame: A King himſelf is not aſhamed 
K u beg; and that, for ſuch, mean things as 
of this e might bu 18 for one penny or two pence; 
have ey are ſo andalous 1mportunate, . that DY 
F two npoſſible to get from them es 85 
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nd of ef a wonderful and 5 ſort of 
nough people, I mean. the. Tapayers . or Aulattoes 3 
es to Race begotten by Envopeari upon the Nexroe 
* 40 ih br Mulatto-Women. 17* This Strain 1 
pat up cf a 7 of _profigate Villain 


either true to the Negroes nor. us, nor in 


t the ed dare they ; Huſt oy anather y/ {o that 
them eu very. rarely 105 ce... together, 
er ſo ey aſſume e N obs ins, L's 
Rez. Were. as great Idelaters as the, Negroes then 
finds "5 age or. _ the Women. Are publick : 
1 cer: bores to the Etre ant, and private ones t. 

8 % . e Negroes ; fo that 1 can RA y give. — 
m be "Charater' o back as * deſerve. I can 
I Ne. ("ly tell you whatever is in its own Nature 
which worlt”z an * and Noe 1s united in 
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eien are cloathed as we are; but th 


from under the Arms to their Hipps, - faſt 


before and round at the top to 
faſt; upon all which the 5 1250 a ſort of Fills 
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Thus dreſſed they make no finall Shew : 0. 


the lowerpart of their Body they are cloath 
ed as the Næros: Women are; and thoſe:who 


Tr An, 1 by hatred againſt em.; but f 


Fam LET. Ie * TD 
- (Out they are. the ſink of boch well 
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them Ig ien 


Women prink up themſelves in a particug n 
manner: Theft 'of any Faſhion wear a fin = 


Shift, and over that a ſhort Jacket of Si 
or without Sleeves; which reache 


ed only at the Shoulders : Upon their Hay 
they wear ſeveral, Caps one upon the other, 


the uppermoſt of which is ol Silk, pleated 
make it ft 


which comes twice or thrice around the Head 


or are onl diſtinguiſhable they 
Bret. they a A. in * e Lay 


of their I 5 0 
| The NG OY Sat young, TE fr 
handſome, and when old, are fit to fright 


Children to their Beds. 1 a Painter were 0 
| Higed to paint Env: 


I could wiſh him No 
better Original to Aw after than an 0 
o-Woman. In proceſs of time their By 


AS become 19 ckled with white, brown i" 
yellow Spc 


Rke the Tygers, which the 2 
eir barharous Nature: But 
may be thought Fo 
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here leave A dr fear it 


far from that, that there 18 not a ſingle Perſon 
who bath any thing to do with them, bu 


| be muſt "own hey” are no > IT, belin 
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k. boch. well, as diſagreeable as it is to be obli- 
in o to ſuch Company, I have this ſatisfaction, 
at it cannot be ſo irkſome to me here, as it 
ill be agreeable to me to tell you in few 
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fonths, Viva voce, how much I am Tours, 
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Their Opinions of a „ 80% and dif- 2 = 
fret Searing concerning the Creation ＋ 3 

ral Gage. wg "The" Manner. of... * 5 OR 40s L | 
of ehern Idol ; Sat waged. » = 


count. How, and on what occafrons Publick | 
and Solemin Exerciſes of Religion are here n- 
joined, _ Every ivate Perſon. hath his par- „ 
ticular. Falſe od a 9420 which he 
e Mering ob 
Which would be the 1 , by 
N convert tbe Negroes 10 nn. _ 
their forbidden Meal: » Thei Ge, ed Ren 
cerning their Falſe. 8 Le. Nena of „„ 
-refore among ft ** 1 . 1 
Opinions: of 4 Future | Life. "Miraculows 5 
Prieſts living iu the Inland Country: What 
the Negroes think of Devils, Conjurors and 
Apparitiomt. Hom He Devils. Ou 2 5 
two Feſftroals among them. The Difference © 
betwixt . and N Days: in 
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Y laſt 8 very „lung Ad! if 11 treat ihe Ki. 
ject largely, this will not be much ſhorter : | 
þ ef _ es” of which fo 
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ſign to ſpeak, will afford Matter enough fu ading an 


Book alone, by teaſon of the numerous and N dion, wi 
ferent ſorts vf it: For there is no Village or TI Letters t 
nay, I had almoſt-faid, no private Family ett, but b. 
doth not differ from another on this Head: M the WI 
not thinking ãt worth while to recount all i they o 
rious Opinions, 1 fhall therefore paſs them bers agail 
and only ſpeak of their pubfick Religion s not tha 
; * -Worfhipi; in which they a*moſt all agrees. Which ſerve 
God, to whom they attribute the Creation of (fence of F 
World and all things in it, though in a crud c this 2 1 
digeſted Manner, they not being able to fam obligii 
juſt Idea of a Deity. They are not obliged Wer Beftial 

" themſelves nor the Tradition of their Ancelltiral Mar 
for their Opinion, rude as it is, but to their H 
Converſation with the Europeans, who from i l have fou 
to time have continually endeavoured to emp t having 
this Notion. in them. There are two Rea den the ſhe 
which confirm me in this Sentiment: Firſt, Me: they 1 
they never make any Offerings to God, nor ject to M 
upon him in time of need; but in all their I Peopled 
Ficulties, ' they apply themſelves to their Fai 3 tl 
(of which more hereafter) and pray to him ld Coaſt v 
Succeſs in their Undertakings: The Second i, ne out of 


different Opinions of ſome of them 2 | 
Creation; for a great part of the Negroes bei 
that Man was made by 4rayfie, that is, a gt 
ide : the reſt attribute the Creation of Mn the Mo 
30d, which they aſſert to have happened in | 
following manner: They tell us, that in the! 
ginning God created Black as well as White Mal 
thereby not only hinting but endeavounty! 
prove that their Race was as ſoon in the World 
ours; and to beſtow. A yet greater Honour 
themſelves, they tell us that God having aral 
theſe two ſorts of Men, offered two forts 
Gifts, viz. Gold, and the Knowledge or An 
. 8 eat i 


[promiſe 
lich is uſed 
the Nero 


eadi and Writing, giving the Blacks the firſt 
1 on, who thoſe God, and} left the Knowledge 
155 to the White. 

elt, but beingfincenſed 2 Heir 


d they obliged to wait on them as their Slaves ? there. is 1 


os not ſhape d 28 at 8 3 bat that thoſe parts tries be-. 
ich ſerve for the di Qion of Sexes in Men and fe thei, 
omen, were placed more in view for the conve- 24, ; and 
ence of 1 What think ok you, Sir, = Black ns 
t this. 4 ridiculous Notion * would: it not 3 any 
7 obliging to the Turks to ſometimes gratify Knowledge 
L Bf” Appetites with Women in an Un- of Lins . 
0 Ma nner, not to mention their Sodomy with joy png 
aq: they _ 
[have found very few Negroes of this Sentiment; Aetim of 
It having 5 thoſe who are its Aſſertors, IS 
en the ſhape of Man was alter'd to its preſent World bub 
ne: they 2 that God had done it cut of what they 
pect to Modeſty ſty when the Warld became ſb cold 
pe pled that the preſent Shape was ſufficient #7 al 
fers the Race of Mankind: "Others on the ,,; "fo 
d Coaft would petſwade us, that the firſt Men 
7 5 of Holes and Pits, „ Bs that at preſent 
t Rock on the Sea, near our Fort of Acra. 
His time to ftop my Hand; for if I ſhould 
icularize all their Notions concerning the Cred- 
In, the Moon and Stars, itiſtead of being ſhort, 
hould grow inſupportable tedious. I ſhall only 
you, that Father Kirches would not find it 
difficult to'perſwade them that the Planets 
* Peopled, or at leaft the Moon; for they. 
ralready d diſcovered a Fellow beating a Drum 


{promiſed jut now to explain the Word Febiche; 
lich is uſed in various Senſes: Fetiche or Beſſum 
the Aus * * its felf from Fal 
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thers again affirm, that Man at his firſt Creation alt, ga | 


1 


e their 15 ab 
varice, reſolved groes le-. 
+ the Whites ſhould for ever be their Maſters, eve, that | 


p AF 
So 5 . 


"mA * 
account Of 
| Obligato! 
abe s; 1 * 
raſe IS, 

he's. L 


148 Adee v5 Fg L 1 To 
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; ont Let us make Fetiche; by winch, the 
- as much, as let us perform our R eligiou er 
1 5 and ſte or hear what our God fauth; Tales , accon 
? ner, if ** are injured by wh er t they make: ah may! 
ac to deſti Fehim 20 the, f Wing Nanny 3 o t 
they cauſe 2 Vitals and. Drin to de , into an 
dea! by their Fetrcheer or Prieft, 4 nd latter D . ; 
N lace Which, their Enemy 5 ö 
; firmly believing, that he who. comal 
ol this conjured Stu ſhall certainly dye 
f 1 who Are et of, wc! con p 


0 Yer] Trafh, that then it 8 not in tl 
1 1 25 aſſeck the Perſon, nor can it at all affect thole 
carry him, or, any Body elfe bed hum 
Nat tho the Art of poiſoning is a FA w 
gs Liar to the Ttalaxs, yet they have TS l 
__ | Barto the obliged - to endanuger the.-Innocel 
come at the Gül ty, and never yet could ut 


r of thoſe 1 
act direC 
ning enter 
th, in the 


© Jo difting and diſcreet @ Poiſon as hall in che les 
gur Negroes ; though Taff confeſs I like tun of the 
the Tralians Ky. little, that T had rather wall A boks a 

8 al that the.Negroes.can lay for en 2990 hayey in ve 
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ſame means for the fs EY n Pun pre t 


ment of the Thief: bey As To .obſtinately 
ed to this Opinion, tl 750 you ſhoulay i 
duce a hundred Inftances of Sos a, wf 

be impoſſible to alter their Sentiments, they 
ving always ſomething ready on which to d 
its contrary. Succeſs. If any Perſon be. calf 
ſtrowing this Poiſon, he 1 1 TR ſeverely. pul ih 
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account of Thieving, which is here freely all 


atents of their Obligation. fe: 


the Aſſiſtance of another, all the Chief ones 
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cation, that their Fetiche may puniſh them 


occaſion are ſo frequently taken and broken, 
t they themſelves have no great Opinion ot 
m; beſides, they have found out a way to ab- 
re themſelves from their Oaths, take the Mo- 
7 of thoſe who have hired them to the aſſiſtance, 


ing entered into this ſolemn Engagement or 
in the leaft but that it. is in his Power to freg 
n of the den This you will be apt to 
looks a little like the Papacy; but II aſſure 
ih tis in reality, as I have repreſented it. But 
eee Years ſome Negroes are ſo refined, that be- 
bey take their contractory Oaths, they oblige 
bt, with an Imprecation, that the Feticbe 


7 Perſon from their Oath without the unani- 
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Obligatory Swearing they alſo call, making f 
abet; Is any Obligation to be confirmed, tir 

bs. | When they rink the at h. Dr aug ht, mis * 
lly accom amed with an Imprecation, that the 
fiche may kill them if they do not perform the 

| E : ery P erſon a S 
g into any Obligation is obliged. to drink this © 
ring Liquor. When any Nation is hired 


Death, if they do not aſſiſt them with utmoſt 
ur to Extirpate their Enemy. But Oaths on 


| a& directly contrary to their Obligation: for 


th, in the preſence of their Pri eſt; t ey e 


Prieſt to ſwear firſt, and drink the Oath. 
uld puniſh him with Death, if he ever abſolved 


us conſent of all intereſted in that Contract. 
bs taken in this manner are generally kept un- 
lated and punctually performed. If you aſk. 
at Opinion the Negroes have of thoſe who falſify. 
Ir Obligations confirmed by the Oath- Drink; 


— 


* l 1 
* E p - g = = _y _—_ — 4 : 
TREES. on IASe) MES P 


on 5 
* . a y 
- , 4 
8 . f 
8 . - 
uy # n . 
1 _ 
Co — 


FPalſe God, which they call Baum. Are they ey 
- - clined to make Offerings to their Idols, or defin 

to be informed of ſomething by them? they ay 
out, Let us make Fetiche; by which they expr 

as much, as let us perform our Religious Worſhjz 
. > be hear ler Se „ Indike may 
ver, if they are injured by another they make f. 

. tiche to . 3 | — — 


\ ++» "they cauſe ſome Vicuals and Prink to be End 
+» Ted by their Fetzcheer or Prieſt, and Icatter it 
ſiome place which, their Enemy is accuſtomed y 
paß; firmlx beheving, that he who comes h 
cdcouch this conjured Stuff ſhall certainly dye fo 

ga after. Thoſe who are afraid of this coming h 
lunch places, cauſe themſelves to be cacried on 
them; for tis the wonderful Nature of this 
orciſed Traſh, that then it does, not in the la 


affect the Perſon, nor can it at all affect thoſe un 


aaarry him, or, any Body elſe beſides him... 8 
ttat tho the Art 1 7 poiſoning is a Favourite pem 
-..- Jar. to the Itallaus, yet they have always 5 
themſelves obliged to endanger the Innocent ti 


Jo diſtinguiſhing and diſcreet à Poiſon as this d 
aur Negroes 4 though. L muſt confeſs J like that d 


the Italians ſo little, that I had rather walk om 


Achat the Ngo, can lay fer me, than hatt f 

E 
If they are robbed they make 

fame means for the diſcoveryand condi gn Puniſh 

ment of the Thief: They, are fo obſtinately lt 


gotted to this Opinion, that if you ſhould. pro 
duce a hundred Inſtances of its Impotence, tou 
be impoſſible to alter their Sentiments, they h 
'ving always ſomething ready on which to f 
its contrary Succeſs. If any Perſon be caugit 
ſtrowing this Poiſon, he is very ſeverely. iſhed, 
- nay, ſometimes with Death, though it be an. 
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laſt account of Thieving, which is here freely 5 


Y ches; Is any Obligation to be confirmed, their 
emrah pfraſe is, let us as @ fart her Confirmation make Fe- 


FIR. 


orſhip ches. When they drink the Oath- Draught is 


e man-B tially accompanied with an Imprecation, that the 


ke Fe BY Fricbe may kill them if they do not perform the 


ane Contents of their Obligation. Every Perſon en- 
rand ring into any Obligation is obliged. to drink this 
T un Swearing Liquor. When any Nation is hired | 
ned Wi... the Aſſiſtance of another, all the Chief ones 
Nes oe obliged to drink this Liquor, with an Im- 
7e ſoa wrecation, that their Fetiche may; puniſh them 
ung u vih Death, if they do not aſſiſt them with utmoſt 
L ora igour to Extirpate their Enemy: But Oaths on 
tus Er ths occaſion are ſo frequently taken and broken, 
e Eat they themſelves have no great Opinion of 
le win Wm ; beſides, they have found out a way to ab- 
„re themſelves from their Oaths, take the Mo- 
n bey of thoſe who have hired them to the aſſiſtance, 


and act i. contrary to their Obligation: for 
Oath; in the preſence of their Prieſt; they doubt 


thus ot in the leaſt but that it. is in his Power to free 
that a dem of the Obligation. This you will be apt to 
ik ot Bi; looks a little like the Papacy; but I'll aſſure 
Ve an oa tis in reality, as I have repreſented it. But 
41 80 ff ate Years ſome Negroes are ſo refined, that be- 
punis be Prieft to ſwear. firſt, and drink the Oath- 
ely b WW rayht, with an Imprecation, that the Fetigbe 
d ed puniſh him with Death, if he ever abſolved 
wong By Perſon from their Oath without the unani- 
ney We ons conſent of all intereſted in that Contract. 
0 Paths taken in this manner are generally kept un- 
e olated and punctually performed. If you aſk. 
met dat Opinion the Negroes have of thoſe who falſify, 


d. Obligatory Swearing they alſo, call, making of 


having entered into this ſolemn Engagement or 


2 


heir Obligations confirmed by the Oath- Drink; 


* 
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they believe the perjured Perſon ſhall be Crells 
by that Liquor till he burſts ; or if that doth m 
happen, that he ſhall ſhortly dye of a Languiſh 
ing Sickneſs : The firſt Puniſhment they imagin 
more peculiar to Women, who take this Drang 
to acquit themſelves of any Accuſation of Adil 
tery ; and if I may be allowed to make a Co 

pariſon, this Drink ſeems very like the bitter z 
ter adminiſtred to the Women in the Old Ted 
ment by way of Purgation from the charge of 
Adultery. Thus in the Deſcription of the Re 

 Hgion of the Negroes, I find my ſelf inſenſbj 
fallen upon their Oaths ; but ſince even that is; 
part of Religious Worſhip, I have ſame excuſe ſo 
purſuing ba Subject yet a little farther. If ay 

Perſon is ſuſpected of Thievery and the Indictmeſ 

is not clearly made out, he is obliged to clear him 


throws 11 
all which 
But to tw 


ſelf by drinking the Oath-Draught, and to uſe H 

N that the Fetiche may Kill him if he e 

4 be guilty of Thievery. The ſeveral ways of f d Import 
is king Oaths are ſo numerous, that ſhould tire yo their Kalfl 
| as well as my ſelf with a Repetition of them rent of th 
5 Wherefqre I ſhall content my ſelf with adding pheſies III. 
| only one eſteemed the moſt Solemn and oy for proſpe 
= ry, which is only uſed on important occaſion Word. no 
= and is in the following Manner. ' bo ſquiouſly 
FAY Each Prieſt or Feticheer hath his Ron Idol which ger 
] prepared and adjuſted in a particular and dif Hops, For 
| rent manner, but moſt of them like the following aber tim 
N Deſcription. They hape a great Wooden, Ti by which! 
| filled with Earth, Oil, Blood, the Banes of deaf d, for he 
= - Men and Beaſts, Feathers, Hair; and, to be ſhort Gabage al 
| all forts of Excrementitious-and filthy Traſh,whidl dice to! 
| they do not endeavour to monld into any Shay tus. beſid 
—_ but lay it in a confuſed heap in the Pipe. Thi duft to p⸗ 
Negroe who is to take an Oath before this Idol, M br his ſn; 
1 placed directly oppoſite to it, and aſks the Preiß 


the Name of his Idol (each having a particulat 
9 * x $. . F 455 1 * „ one; 
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one ; ) of which being informed; he calls the Feti= 

che by its Name, and recites at large the Contents | 

of what he deſigns to bind by an Oath, and 

makes it his Petitionary Requeſt that the Idol may 
ih him with Death if he ſwears falſly ; then 

3 round the Pipe and ſtands ſtill and ſwears 

2 Fond time in the ſame place and manner as 

before, and ſo a third time likewiſe: after which 

the Prieſt takes ſome of the mentioned Ingredients 

out of the ah, ; with which he touches the 

Swearer's Head, Arms, Belly and Legs, and 

holding it above his Head, turns it three times 

round 3 then he cuts off a bit of the Nail of one 

Finger in each Hand, of one Toe of each Foot, 

and ſome of the Hair of his Head, which he 

throws into the Pipe where the Idol is lodged : 

all which done the Oath is firmly Obligatory. 

but to turn to another Subject. 57 

- When the Negroes defign to begin a War, to 

drive a Bargain, to Travel or attempt any thing 

of Importance; their firſt Buſineſs is to conſult 

their Falſe God by the Prieſt, —_— the E- 

rent'of their Undertaking, who very ſeldom Pro- 

dot, phefies Ill, but generally encourages them to hope 

4 tor proſperous Succeſs ; which they take on his 

(2210 Word, not doubting the Iſſue in the leaſt, and ob- 

ma kquiouſly perform all the Prieſts Commands: 

40 : which generally oblige them to offer up Sheep, 

1 muß Hoss, Fowls, "Bs and Cats to their Idol; or at 

pit other times perhaps, Cloaths, Wine and Gold,; 

J. b which the Prieſt is ſure to be the greateſt Gain- 
"I, for he r all to himſelf, only preſenting 

Garbage and the Excrements of the ſlaughtered Sa- 

mhce.to his God to divert himſelf withal : And 

thus, beſides the Money given him, he makes a 

luft to ek very well out of the Offerings 


for his ſmall trouble. 1 
6 CU) 


I A Deſeriptionof the LET, xr r. 
If the Prieſt is enclined to oblige the Querent dere is 
the Queſtions are put to the Idol in his preſence Milan, anc 
and generally in one of the two following method publicl 
The firſt way is by a bundle of about twenty (mail Myhole N: 
bits of Leather; in the middle of which they bind Hef Unſea 
ſome Traſh of theſame Nature; with that theyfil Foods, 
the mention d Pipe: Some of theſe Ingredients pro- e Tow 
miſe good Succeſs, and others threaten the contrary, ¶ te Prieſt 
This Bundle the Prieft ſhuffiles together ſeveral de preſer 
times; and if thoſe which preſage a good Iſſue der is in 
happep to come frequently together, he aſſura ¶ ſorbidden 
the Querent that his Undertaking ſhall end well. Wd whoe 
But tis here to be 1 that the Dextrom order, is 

Prieft can by ſlight, make which he pleaſes of the hen the 

Leathers come together; and that if he ever rings to 
gives them an unlucky or diſcouraging Anfiver, ¶ bout Aug. 
*tis only to extort more Offerings from them, on dem that 
pretence of appeaſing the incenſed God, but in MWhken, an 

reality to redouble his own Perquiſites ' de Offeri 

The ſecond way of confulting their Idols, is MW Almoſt 

by a ſort of wild Nuts; which they pretend to {MWSrove, u 
take up by gueſs and let fall again: after which Mhequentl) 
they tell them, and form their Predictions from br the pr 
the numbers falling even or odd. In ſhort, the WGroves ar 
Prieſts, who are 0 ſly and _—_ en- Wi defile tł 
couraged by the ſtupid Credulity of the People, Mot Trees; 
have all the opportunity in the World to impoſe is 
the groſſeſt abſurdities and fleece their Purſes ; as Nerſal Ma 
they indeed do effectually. For if the Event con: Each p 
futes their Preſage, they never want an excuſe ; Cod, whi 
the Sacred Rites were not carefully performed, Im that 1 
this or that part of it was ſlubbered over or omit- This they 
ted, the God is therefore enraged, and *tis for 
that reaſon the Affair hath ſucceeded fo crofly. 
This is glibly ſwallowed. The Prieft is never ac- 
guſed of Falſhoed; if the whole Land be ruined, 
his Reputation remains ſecure and untouched: 
But if by chance his Auguries come to os 
f 3333 ere 


u a Sign 
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Mtiche's, - 
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there is not in the World a Wiſer or Holyer 


reſence ſan, and he is Care not to want his Reward. 
ethos WM Publick General Religious Exerciſes of a 
y ſmall Myhole Nation or Town are cuſtomary on account 
5 bind of Unſcaſonableneſs or Unfruitful Weather in 

hey fill floods, or a great Drought : When the Chief of 
nts pro- de Town or Nation affemble and adviſe with 
ntrary, Whhe Prieft what courſe is moſt proper to remove 
ſeveral dhe preſent publick Calamity ; and what they or- 
d Iſſue der is immediately ridiculouſly commanded or 
aſſure ¶ ſorbĩdden through the Land by a publick Cryer; 
1 well, Wand whoever dares preſume to act contrary to this 
extrons Order, is ſure to incur a large pecumary Penalty, 
of the hen their Fiſhery is at low Ebb, they make Of- 
e ever I Krings to the Sea: but this generally happens a- 
nfiver, bout Aug or September, when Experience tells 
m, on them that a vaſt Quantity of Fiſh is commonly 
but in Whken, and yet this is always believed an Effect of 
Wit Offering. bu ” 115 
ols, is W Almoſt every Village hath a ſmall appropriated 


Grove, where the Governours and chief People 


which Whequently repair to make their Offerings; either 
from Whor the publick good, or for themſelves. - Theſe 
t, the {MWGroves are eſteemed Sacred, no Perſon preſuming 
y, en- Mio defile them, pluck, cut, or break off any Branches 
People, of Trees; who, beſides the accuſtomed Puniſn- 
impoſe nent, is not willing to lay himſelf under an uni- 
eee, . ee 
it con- MW Each particular Perſon hath his peculiar Falſe 
xcuſe ; Cod, which he or ſhe worſhips after their manner, 
rmed, Im that Day of the Week on which he was born. 
* omit- This they call their Boſſum, or in their Portugueſe 
tis for N hncte- Day, on which they drink no Palm Wine be- 
crofly. fre Sun-ſet: They are habited all in white, and 
er ac: Is a Sign of Purity ſmeared with white Earth. 
uined, Mloſt of the Negroes, efpecially the Principal, have 
ched : Neſides this another Weekly Day Sanctified to their 


Miche's, On theſe Days they kill a Cock, and 
A | =. a | ſome- 
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fer up to their God in Words alone; for they im 
mediately fall upon it and tear it to pieces wit 
their Fingers; taking it for granted, that tis ſuf. 
ficient to ſay twas killed for him: And as he hath 
none of it, ſo the Owner, when a Sheep is killed 
on this Account, haththe leaſt ſhare of it; for his 
Friends and Acquaintance fall like a Dog upon; 
nk Cow, each as greedily as narrowly watching 
his opportunity of ſeizing a piece, which goes 
immediately to the Fire, foul or clean tis no 
great matter, they ate not very nice: The Gut 
they cut into ſmall pieces, and. ſqueezing out the 
Excrement with their Fingers, they boil it together 
with the Lungs, Liver, and Heart, with a little 
Salt and Malaget, or Guinea Pepper, without 
waſhing it from the Blood. This they call Ex. 
jeba, and it's eſteemed the greateſt Delicacy that 
can be dreſſed up. 8 
If it was poſſible to convert the Negroes to the 
Chriſtian Religion, the Roman-Catholicks would 
ſucceed better than we ſhould, becauſe they alrea 
dy agree in ſeveral particulars, eſpecially in their 
ridiculous Ceremonies; for do the Romaniſts abſtain 
one or two Days weekly from Fleſh ; theſe have 
alſo their Days when they forbear Wine; which, 
_ conſidering they are very great lovers of it, is 
ſomewhat ſevere. The Romans have their allotted 
times for eating peculiar ſorts of Food, or perhaps 
wholly abſtaining from it, in which the Negroes 
out- do them; for each Perſon here is forbidden 
the eating of one fort of Fleſh or other; one cats 
no Mutton, another no Goats-Fleſh, Beef, Swines 
Fleſh , Wild-Fowl , Cocks with white Fea- 
thers, ©c. This Reſtraint is not laid upon them 
for a limited time, but for their whole Laves: 
And if the Romanifts brag of the Antiquities of 
their Eccleſiaſtical Commands; ſo if you a the 
7 root 
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becauſe their Anceſtors did ſo from the beginning 


of the World, and it hath been handed down from 
one Age to another by Tradition. The Son never 


eats what the Father is reſtrained from, as the 


Daughter herein follows the Mother's Example; 


and this Rule is fo ſtrictly obſerved amongſt the 
that tis impoſſible to perſwade them to the con- 


thence : Before I proceed to inform you how they 


ſo mean, are called, Fetiche : and hence alſo the 
Artificial Gold mentioned in my ſixth Letter 
derives its Name. OO 
How their Gods are repreſented to them, or 
what Idea they form of them, I never yet could 
learn, becauſe indeed they do not know-them- 
ſelves : What we are able to obſerve is, that the 
have a great number of Falſe Gods; that each 
Man, or at leaſt each Houſe-keeper, hath one; 
which they are perſwaded narrowly inſpects their 
Courſe of Life, and rewards Good, and Pu- 
niſhes Wicked Men; but their Rewards conſiſt in 


the Multiplicity of Wives and Slaves, and their 


Puniſh ments in the want of them; though the moſt 
terrible Puniſhment they can imagine 1s Death; 
of which they are terribly afraid: And, indeed, 


tis this which enflames their Zeal in Religious 


Affairs, and occaſions their Abſtinence from for- 


bidden Meats and Drinks, fearing they ſhould . 


dye if they but once taſted it. Murther, Adulte- 
ry, Thievery, and all other ſuch like Crimes, are 


here accounted no Sins, becauſe they can expiate 


them with Money; which they cannot do in 22 


trary. : FE, | I 

| have already informed you of the Significa- 
tion of the Word Fetiche, that it is chiefly uſed in 
2 Religious Senſe, or at leaſt is derived from 


repreſent their Gods, I ſhall only hint that all 
thngs made in Honour of their Falſe Gods, never 


Negroes why they do this, they will feadily tell you, _ 
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8 A Deſerigtio of the L E T. X; 
her Miſ⸗deeds, which ſtill remain charged to 


their Account: ' Mr. Frederick Cojet deſcribing the 
Opinions of the Inhabitants of Fermoſa, relates 


the fame concerning them. 


Their Notions: of a Future State are different; 


moſt” of them believe that immediately after the 


Death of any Perfon he goes to another World, 


where he lives in the ſame Character as here, and 
makes uſe of all the Offerings of his Friends and 


Relations made here after his Death: But they 


have no Idea of future Rewards or Puniſhments, 


tor the good or ill Actions of their paſt Life; 


except ſome of them, who take it for granted, 
that the Deceaſed are immediately conveyed to 
a famous River, ſituate in the Inland Country, 
called Boſmanque-: (ſuppoſing this to be taken in 
a Spiritual Senſe, becauſe it viſibly. appears that 


the Body is left with them.) *Tis here their God 
enquires what ſort of Life they have lived: 
Have they religionſly obſerved the Holy-days; 


dedicated to their God, abſtained from all forbidden 
Meats, and inviolably kept their Oaths? they are 
gently wafted over the River, to a Land abound- 


in all kinds of Happineſs, not unlike Mabo- 


met's Paradiſe: But if on the contrary the depart- 
ed hath ſinned againſt any of the mentioned Rules, 
his God plunges him into the River, where he is 
Drowned and Buried in Eternal Oblivion. 


| Others are perſuaded that after Death, they are 


tranſported to the Land of the Blanks or Whites, 

and changed into white Men: This is fomewhat 
like the Metempſychofis of Hthagoras, and ſerves to 
hint how much more honourable they account the 


white Men beyond themſelves. 


The Inland Negroes inform thoſe Blacks who- 


live amongſt us, that a great Feticheer or Prieſt 


lives in a very fine Houſe far In- land; of which 


they relate nothing but Miracles: They wen 
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that the Winds and Weather are at his Command. 
though his Houſe is without any Roof, yet 25 


py 4 ; 


always ſheltered from Rain; that he not only _ 
knows all things paſt, but can as accurately fare- 
tell all future Events as if they were preſent be. 
fore his Eyes, and cures all forts of Diſtempem : 
In ſhort, he knows ſo much, and does ſuch won- 
derful Things, that Father Marcus 4uzanus, wou'd 
be obliged to ſtand bare, and was indeed nothing 
compared with hum. His Country-Men allext, 
and be F him; upon which if they. 
0 ed a good Life, he ſends then 


ad Eſteemed by . his, Country-menz and indeed. = 
they look upon — 5 


ana þ : 
— —— — — 
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we 
all to God: And for my part, if there were ay 


Write, that they pray and make 


there is a Devil, and that he frequently does then 


accompanied with all manner of Singing 


their Superiours as well as Inferiours, without Pu- 


and the only way to ſtop their Moutlis is to ply 
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Men endow'd with ſuch Supernatural Qualitis 
I ſhonld certainly agree with the Nos in aſer? 
bing it to God, and not to the Devil. 
Since we are got on this Subject, I muſt not 
forget to inform you that the Nyrves believe that 


a great deal of Miſchief : But what Authors 
7 erings to him, 
is utterly falſe. If I miſtake not; I have read in 
Olzver Dapper, that the Negroes never eat or drink. 
without throwing ſome Portion of it to the Earth 
for the Devil; bat this is a great miſtake ; tis true: in- 
deed. that before they Eat or Drink they are accufto- 


med to throw e this is not for the Devil, Cod. This 
they won't oblige him ſo far; tis for their Falſe God, MWiheotherr 
or ſometimes for their deceaſed Friend Mhedyesir 

The Devil is Annually baniſhed all their Toivns least ip 


with abundance of Ceremony, at an appointed (r the d. 
time ſet apart for that end. I have twice ſeen it {your to a 
at 4xim, where they make the greateſt ſtir about it. Mitouſands 
This Proceſſion is preceded by a Feaſt of eight Days, {Wtimually + 
nner of Singing, Skip: e C 
ing, Dancing, Mirth and Jollity : In which time Worſe thar 
a perfect lampooning Liberty is allowed, and fall. 
Scandal fo highly exalted, that they may freely MW They ſt 
ſing of all the Faults, Villanies and Frauds of Mad Ghoſt 
trrifie ſon 
thecally 
al one: 
T 


niſhment, or ſo much as the leaſt interruption ; 


them luſtily with Drink, which alters their Tome m an 

immediately, and turns their Satyrical Ballads in. Nights ſic 

to Conimiendatory Songs om the pond Qualities of I They ha 

him who hath ſo nobly treated them. Mitlides 150 

On the eighth Day in the Morning they hunt Mlich we c 
out the Devil with a diſmal Cry, all running one eril. 

after another, throwing of Excrements, Stones, Exceptir 


Wood, or any thing they can conte at, as thick {wopeays, 
OT nt +a 


4 


"WET. X. Gold Coaff of Guinea, 
> aby Wes Hail at Satan's Poſteriours. When they have 
darven him far enough out of Town, they all re- 
altri. um; and thus conclude their eight Days Divine 
rr rather Diabolical Service. From hence we ma 
T not cbſerve, that they believe there are more Devi 
that tian one, becauſe he is driven out of above one hun- 


then Wired Towns at the ſame time. And to make ſure 
thors wat he doth not return to their Houſes, the Wo- 
him, Wn waſh and ſcour all their Wooden and Ear- 
ad in Witten Veſſels very neat, to free them from all Un- 
rick. Mceainefs and the Devil 4 
Earth W The Negroes of Ante alfo drive out the Devil in 
ue. in · tte fame manner: But theſe poor Wretches are tor- 
cofts- Wnented with a worſe Devil, though they. call him a 
Devil, cod. This is a Giant, one ſide of his Body being ſound 
God, Mitteother rotten, which if any Perſon. do but touch 


he dyes immediately; (which I believe without the 


"owns Wit ſcruple.) This over-grown Devil, or God; 
vinted (or the difference is not very great) they endeas 
den it MWvour to appeaſe with Eatables; to which purpoſe 
out it. Mihouſands of Pots or Troughs of Victuals are con- 
Days, {Wimally found ftanding throughout the whole 
Skip {Ws Country; fo that he muſt have a 
time 5 than canine Appetite if he hath not his Belly 
„ and | „ e Oo 
freely They ſtedfaſtly believe the Apparition of Spirits 
ads of nd Ghoſts, and that they frequently diſturb and 
it Po- errifie ſome People: So that when any, but more 
tion; MWpecially any conſiderable Perſon, dyes, they per- 
o ply 5 one another with horrid Fears, eeding 
Tone tom an Opinion that he appears for ſev 

ds in. Nights ſucceſſively near his late Dwelling. 
ties of MW They have no other Solemn Times or Feſtivals, 


dlides that when their Harveſt is compleated, 
oo we call their Fair, and that of baniſhing the 


Fxcepting what the Negroes have learn d of the 


tones, 
thi wopeans, they have no Notion of the diviſions of 


3 dn Gt Fe 


to a Rule, to which he would adjuſt the remain: 
der of his Life, and that others conſequently fol 
lowing his Example, it grew firſt into a Cuſiot 
and afterwards into a Law. © l 
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"A Deſcription of the LE T. „IE T.! 
the Year into Months and Weeks; but rech The | 
their time by the ſhining of the Moon; wheng much fr 
they likewiſe collect when it is proper to ſow : Bu This Nat 
that they have long been acquainted with the time, an 
viſion of Months into Weeks and Days, ſeen colt V+ 
very probable to me, by Reaſon each Day {ſin the le 


of the Week has its proper Name in the On the 
age. Their Sabbath falls on our Tdh leaſt acqt 

but in Ste, like that of the Mabometans, d bre are 
Friday; and differs from other Days no other. WW Believ: 
"wiſe, than that no Perſon is then permitted to Fiſh: Religion 
but all other Works are allowed without the leaf bubiect; 
interruption as freely as on other Days. Letter, j 
The Inland Nxroes divide time in very ſtrange ſition, n 
manner, into lucky and nnlucky : In ſome Con-: is not att: 
tries the Great Fortunate time laſts nineteen, aul H uhich I c 
the leſſer (which is different from the other) ſeven that hap 
Days; and betwixt theſe are ſeven Ill or Unfo- to avoid 
tunate Days, which is a ſort of Vacation to them {!nfance c 
for then they do not Travel, Till their Land, oi: In Nov 
undertake any thing of Conſequence, but reman f merly or 
"altogether idle. The Inhabitants of A1. avi) the Ex 
more bigotted in this particular than any of the reti Factor at 
for beſides that they will not reſolve concernig i Grief of 
any Affairs on theſe Days, they will not willingh erred, th 
accept any Preſents made them, but ſend thembackW9itad cal 
again, or at leaſt cauſe them to be kept in a and that f 
tain place apart until the lucky Days come. to {nd an 
Who firſt ſettled this diſtinction of good mi dis Oppo 
bad Days. I cannot determine; nor do I believe follow hin 
any Perfon can: All that I can conjecture of e {e's re: 
reaſon of them is, that perhaps ſome leading Man Thus far : 
amongſt them might have been Fortunate on th Jition ; bi 
one, and Unfortunate on the other; upon an d lible to be 
ſervatian of which he might reſolve to form it i bearty Re 


* 'f T. X. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 

1 WM The Inhabitants of one Country differ very 
Na much from thoſe of another in ifs particular: 
wy Ba This Nation accounting their happy Days at one 
b . ive, and that fixing them at another ; whilſt the 
"fn Coaſt Negroes, don't trouble themſelves therewith | 


in the leaſt, but believe all times alike. 


On the Gold Coaſt the Natives are not in the 
aft acquainted with Image · Worſhip, but at Arbre 


there are thouſands of Idols. 


"Cher. WY Believing I have ſufficiently enlarged on the 
0 Fi. Religion of the Guineans, I ſhall take leave of that 
ie le bert; and to fill up a ſmall vacancy in this 


Letter, juſt hint ſomething of their ſtrange Super- 


rag ſition, nothing uncommon ever happening which 
e Cm. not attributed to ſome Miracle or another: Of 


, which I could tire you and my ſelf with Inftances, 
Wy that happened ſince I have been here; but 
Unfor to avoid that, I thall content my ſelf with one 
then lance of a thoufn-cecc 
and Of In Novemb 1698. The King of Commam, for- 
5 merly OUr utter ; Enemy, | was. killed at 6 ab 0 cors 
bee by the Engli/h ;, a few Days after which our chief 
the telt Factor at Elimina happened to dye, to the great 
xcerningh Grief of the Negroes, who all unanimouſly a- 
illingnWMoreed, that the before-mentioned King of Comma- 


emback n had called him to him to the Elrzian Fields; 
1.2 nd that ſince he had no opportunity when alive 
ne. es ſend any of our chief Men thither he had taken 
ood ulis Opportunity after his Death of obliging one to 

| beliers follow him, out of un; and that we might have 
re of le leſs reaſon to triumph on occaſion of his Death. 
ng Ma bus far and farther extends their horrid Super-. 
e on th tion; but we ſhall leave them and it as impoſ- 
n an ole to be ſeparated, and conclude this with my 
m it in tearty Reſpect to your ſelf and Lady, Co. 
ntly fol 


Cuſtom 


© 
and ; i 
. » 88 ; : ; X : 
N > 5 % 0 * 
„ 5 

F — Cy 

1 — 
; * 

* 8 : : 
. 


* 


n 
enn 


mn 


* 1 3 
, — — 3 2 = 4 a —— 
——— . ——— ——— ( ——— — * — — 
x — — 
* _ p £ - P's 2 - - 
"SIR +. WP, — PIT _—— * 9 p ud 
(OWE ** * 5 3 ; — — 
3 ; To - we A <<. to — — — — — — * — — f 
2 1 hes * 57 1 1 os 5 IT 2 7 —_ ory Nn * — — PX = 8 4 g 
. R * = — _ RR _ - bf _ = — 
5 = n= _ | 1 8 1 * 


— * — 
4 , £ _ 
# 
g — 
=: 
_ © 85 


WH 
PE | - 
E * 


. A Deſcription of the L. ET. | 


L ET TE R XI 


Uf the Government of the Negroes, which þ 
reaſon of the ſmall Power veſted in the Cz. 
_ boceroes ic ver 'y looſely and irregularly mans 

ged. The difference between Monarchical an] 

Republican Government. What ſort of Ge 
_ vernment that of Axim is. How their Cont 

of Juſtice are held and how Fuſtice is Ih 
 buted, Vhat Credit 3s to be given to Fi 
= dlencec. The Extenſive Authority of on 
4 Fa@or at Axim. Pumſhments of Murthy 
=_ and Thievery. Reſpe# of Perſons thought 
1 uso Injuſtice; and wöberefore. Stealing if 

Men and Cattle ſeverely puniſhed, The Of: 

Fe of Fudge redounds very much to the al. 

vantage of our FaGor-at Axim, as appears 

- by a farther Explanation. The wnjuſt Wa 

of recovering Debts, which is two or threefold, 
Wars ariſe from hence. The Reaſons which 
 Jometimes engage them in'a War; which 
ic very cheap. The Military Force q the 

Negroes living on the Coaſt near the Sea is 
i dery inconfiderable. Their Comwardice in 
= | Battel, Their manner of Fighting, Of 
18 _ their Plundering. The Authority of thet 
=_  _— * Priefls in War. Their uſual Arms, 
we Power and Prerogative of their Ning. 

They live in no great State, nor are i 
the leaſt reverenced. Their Revenue. Tit 
A Poverty of ſome of them. Education of 
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LET. XI. Gold Cooft of Guinea, 
their Children very mean. The Office of 4 
King or chief FÄ 7155 


to me by the Ship, the Fhing Dragon, that from 
hence only ſhe - might very well deſerve that 
Name; tho'I IT n | 

were not found ſo ſwift z for when our Companies 
Ships are juſt at her Heels, inſtead of the two 


Wings the Painter has beſtow'd on 5 ſhe ſeems 


rather to have four hy her Expedition, ſhe being no 


ſooner diſcovered but ſhe gets out of ſight: 


Well, however, if we cannot catch her, ma 
God grant her a ſafe Paſſage rather than the fall 
umtothe Ener 8 
'Tis with a great deal of Satisfaction I am 
informed that you have received and are ſo well 
pleaſed with my Letters treating of this Coaſt, 
and that you like that part deſcribing the Comma- 
ax Wars ſo well as to thank me for my trouble, 


and earneſtly deſire that I will impart what is yet 
wanting to 1 the deſign: To excite me 


to which you all along praiſe my Endeavours. 
This is what indeed might prevail upon a Perſon 
of a humour different from mine; but Iam too con- 


{ous of my own Fa e to be 1gnorant how 
far the complimental Commendations your Ci- 


vility beſtows, belong to me, and am not in the 


laſt moved by them; but if you would urge me 
to proceed, you ought to uſe no other Arguments 
than that tis your deſire, and the es es | 
have to yen are. the moſt prevalent which can be 
offered. This I am writing as a proof of my 
zalous Inclinations to ſerve you, ſince I am not 
in haſte likely to _ another Opportunity, 

25 . M 2 Ss 


OUR obliging Letter, dated the 4th of Ofo- 
1 ber, was very welcome, and ſo ſpeedily brought 


wiſh on other occaſions ſhe 
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164 
is like to take in as much matter as would fill one 
and a half or two Letters. 


4 
% 


4 Deſcription of be LET. X1 


Our preſent Subjects are, the Government, Ad: 
miniſtration of Government, and Wars of the N. 
groes ; each of which I ſhall but imperſectly touch 
upon, becauſe the two former will naturally fall 
in on ſome future occaſions, and the laſt you have 
already had a Specimen of in the Relation of 


 Commany : and to conclude this Letter, I deſign to 


eee, Ee | 

The Government of the Negroes is very licenti- 
'ous and irregular, which only proceeds from the 
{tmall Authority of their chief Men or Caboceros; 
and frequent Wars are occafioned by their remis 


ſhew you the Guinea Kings in their brighteſt Luſtre 


— . 
* 


Government and abſurd Cuſtomms. 

The difference betwixt' the Adminiftration of 
the Government of Monarchies and Cammon- 
wealths 1s here very great. Of the former the 
Power and Juriſdiction being veſted in a fingle 


Perſon, I ſhall not fay much at preſent : But ſhall 


only ſpeak of the Republicks ; amongſt which 
that of Axim and Ante ſeeming the moſt like 
Regular, I ſhall repreſent them as Inſtances of the 
-reft : though indeed the beſt of their Governments 
and Methods of Adminiſtration of Tuſtice are {0 
confuſed and 1 that they are hardly to 
be comprehended, much leſs then are they to be 
expreſt with any manner of connexion on Paper. 
The Government of Axim conſiſts of two parts, 


the firſt whereof is the Body of Caboceroes, of 


chief Men; the other the Manceroes, or young Men. 
All Civil or Publick Affairs which commonly oe. 
cur are under their Adminiſtration ; but what con. 
cerns the whole Land, and are properly Nations 
Affairs, as making of Peace and War, the raiſing 
Tributary Impoſitions to be paid to Foreign Ni 
tions (which ſeldom happens) that falls * 1 
0 Mu 5 
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LET. XI. Gold Coaſt of Guinea: © 
Cogniſance of both Parts, or Members of the Go+ 
vernment : And on theſe occaſions the Manceroes 
often manage with a Superiour Hand, eſpecially 
if the Caboceroes are not very rich in Gold and 
Saves, and conſequently able by their aſſiſtance 
to bring over the other to their td 8 
Their diſtribution of Juſtice is in the following 
Manner: If one of the Negroes hath any: pretenſi- 
on upon another, he doth not go  empty=handed 
but loaded with Preſents of Gold 450 Brandy 
(the latter of which is here of a Magnetick Virtue) 
and applies himſelf to the Caboceroes ; after the de- 
livery of which he ſtates his Caſe to them, deſiring 
they will diſpatch his Cauſe with the firſt oppor- 
tunity, and oblige his Adverſary to an ample Sa- 


tifaction. If they are reſolved to favour him highs 


ly, a full Council is called immediately, orgat far- 


theft within two or three Days, according as it is 


moſt convenient; and after having maturely con- 


ſulted, Judgment is given in his Favour, and that 
frequently as directly oppoſite to Juſtice as to any 


other Reaſon than the received Bribe. 8 
But on the contrary, inſtead of favouring, , are 
they incenſed againſt the Plantift, or. have they 
received a larger Bribe from his Adverſary, the 
juſteſt- Cauſe in the World cannot protect him 
from Judgment againſt him; or if nghtþap- 
pear too plainly on his ſide, to avoid an enſuing 
Scandal, they will delay and keep off a Trial, 
obliging the injured Perſon, after tedious and vain 


Solicitations, to wait in hopes of finding juſter 


Judges hereafter, which perhaps does not happen 
in the Compaſs of his Life; and ſo of conſequence 


the Suit devolves upon his Heirs as an Inheritance; 


who,whenever an Opportunity offers, though thirty 


Years after, know very well how to make uſe of ; 
it; as I my ſelf have ſeveral times had ſuch Cau« 


ſes come before me, that one would be apt to 
think *twere impoſſible they ſhould remember ſo 
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4 Deſcription of the LE T. XI. 
long, conſidering they want the Aſſi ftance of Read 
ing and Writing. . 
It ſometimes falls out that the Plantiff, or per- 
haps the Defendant, finding the Cauſe given a. 
gainſt him contrary to Reaſon, is too 1mpatient 
to wait for an Opportunity of having Juſtice done dents, . P 
him; but makes uſe of the firſt favourable or: Nigroes 3 
of ſeizing ſuch a quantity of Gold or Goods as (M..* 1 all 
is likely to repair his Damage, not only from uſtice ve 
his Adverſary or Debtor, but the firſt which falls ut at di 
in his way, if at leaſt he does but live in the factors C 
fame City or Village; and what he hath thus Dies ariſ 
Poſſeſs d himſelf of he will not re-dehver till he Nnined by 
receive plenary Satisfaction, and is at Peace with foceroes, 
his Adverſary, or is obliged to it by force. H he N pagmen 
be ſtrong enough to defend himſelf and his (ag ano Apr 
ture, he is ſure to keep it, and thereby engage a ragor a 
third Perſon in the Suit on account of the ſeizure My. Cauſe 
of his Effects for Secrrity, who hath his Remedy WW... pay 
on the Perſon on whoſe account he hath ſuffered with the 
this Damage: {> that hence proceed frequent Mur- xe, and 
thers, and ſometimes Wars are thereby occaſſoned; mediate ly 
but of this more hereafter. Thus y 

But if the Sentence of the Cabocer 0 be Juſt, or end it \ 
the Cauſe come to onr Fort to be decided in pre- Ncauncello 
ſence of our Factor, the Diſpute 18 amicably With as n 
concluded by adjudging it againſt him who the E. ue moſt 
vidence prove is in the wrong, and tis found has nota We. c.. he 
ſufficient Plea to offer in his Defence to clear himſelf WW, require 

of it: But if on the other ſide he can clear himſelf by bor the Ca 
Witneſſes, he is diſcharged; and if neither of the e equal] 
Parties have any Evidence, the accuſed clearing W, your 
cannot do, he is lyable to have ] udgment pals As to t 
_ againſt him, to pay what is charged on him, hed tw 
provided that the Plantiff have given in his Charge War 

upon Oath, which he þ always obliged to do. ich aga 


' Read: The Oath of Purgation is preferr'd before the 1 

| Oath of Accuſation; for if the Plantiff prove his | I * 
or per. I complaint by two, or but one Witneſs, the Defen- "3, "ol 
ven a. Wl dent is not allowed to ſwear, © —_—— 
patient WY This frequently occaſions ſome very ill Acci- AY 
e done I dents, Perjury being no new thing among the 19 
le one Myroes; and he that is injured this way is ſure to 47 


ods as WM patch all Opportunities of Revenge. But this In- 
þ from juſtice very ſeldom or never occurs any Where . 

h fall hit at diſtant and far in-land Places, where our 

in the factors can take no cognizance of it: But all 

h thus Wits ariſing amongſt or near our Forts are deter- 5 
till he mined by the Sentence of the Factor and the Ca- 

e with W:.::rocs, and ſo remain decided for ever; their 
he judgment being ſtrictly Obligatory and admitting 

s Cap- Narno Appeal but to the Director General, in caſe the 
Sage 2 Hrador and Caboceroes have been miſinformed in 
ſeizure che Cauſe, which ſcarce ever happens; ſo the Ne- 

| res pay the Fines they are condemned in, 
affered With the utmoſt Willingneſs. What theſe Fines 
t Mur- ze, and how proportioned to Crimes, I ſhall im- 
mediately inform you. | 


Thus you ſee when a Law Suit is begun we can 
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aft, or Nad it without the aſſiſtance of Attorneys or 

i hl Councellors, in a much ſhorter time, and perhaps 

: ho Þ. th as much Juſtice, as where thoſe Gentlemen 
nee moſt employed: though I muſt own that the 


Cauſes: here are ſeldom fo difficult and puzling as 
tb require the Advice or Aſſiſtance of Council: 
fr the Cauſes, Plantiffs, Defendants and Judges, 
we equally ſimple and upon a level; fo I leave 


i he fo aire 0 hf whether this is to be commend- 
« or blamed. : Oy 

; As to the uſual Penalties: Firſt, Murther is pu- 

Mas lied two ſeveral Ways, one is by the Death of 

narge de Murtherers, and the other by a pecuniary Mulet; 

»Ich again is of two forts, with reſpect to ths 


M 4 Frese, 


born and the Slaves. =. 
Tiis very ſeldom that any Perſon is here exec. M through 


manded of him, though the whole demand! 
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Free, and thoſe who are not ſo; that is, the Fre For the) 
3 eee 


ted for Murther, if he either hath any Effects him elſe the) 
ſelf, or hath any rich Friends to pay the appoint Factor ! 
ed Fine on? aiaretiie! 
If any Body kill a Free-born Negroe of Ain ty Head 
and the Murther is to be remitted by a Fine, M tery is 1 
old uſual Summ of five hundred Crowns is de hall 1 
Etter fo 


ſeldom paid, the Murtherer generally gettig Robb: 
ſome Abatement, according as the . of tie tion of t 
-Murthered Perſon ſtand affected; for tis at the adjudin 
choice to be contented with as little as they pleaſ value of 
and they only he is obliged to agree with; qui by who 
contrary to what a certain Writer affirms, one is fit 
that the Fines accrue tothe King; which is ſo falk ſtolen, 2 
that he has no pretence to the leaſt ſhare, un le ſhall be 
he hath been aſſiſtant in the getting of them, whenW without 
indeed he is paid for his Crouble only. their Al 
The mentioned five hundred Crowns is to be Factor 
underftood of a common free Megroe, but on acl norant, 
count of a conſiderable Perſon I have known th he prone 
Fine augmented to ten times that Summ ; which Perſons 
indeed ſhould not ſuffice, there being too many here 100] 
that would willingly give five hundred Crom beſt Effe 
to remove a chief Man out of the way; wherefomi more ſer 
the Fine in this caſe is left to the Diſcretion ui think re 
hepa EE > of hp 397 4 were not 
The Murther of a Slave is [uſually Fined ſu they can 
and thirty Crowns; but tis in this caſe as in th here Fin 
firſt, if the Murtherer ſtand hard he obtains an lation of 
Abatement of the injured Perſon, who ſeldom gemi and ther 
above a Chain or String of Gold of above thirty Reaſon 1 
two Crowns. aways 


But if a Murthexer cannot pay his Fine, beif Relation 
obliged to 17 Blood for Blood, and is accordinſſ ſhould b 


in a miſerable and cruel _— 
| 0 


ly execute 
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the Fre For they do in a fort kill him a thouſand times, 

by cutting, hacking, pricking, or running him 

re execy.M through the Body and thooting him, or whatever 

2s hin elſe they can invent to Torture him, unleſs our 

appoin i Factor ſends for him out of their Hands, and or- 
| MW ders his Crime to bepuniſhed by ſtriking off his guil· 


of Ain ty Head. Next to Murther, Thievery and Adul- = 
"ine, tie tery is moſt ſeverely puniſhed, but at preſent ve 5 
ns is de mall only touch on the former, reſerving the kf 
mand off latter for another place. 5 Al 
 gettinpliſ Robbery is commonly puniſhed by the Reſtora- | 

ns of the tion of the ſtolen Goods, and paying a Fine; in the 

s at then adjuding of which, particular regard is had to the 

y pleaſe il value of the ſtolen Goods, the place where and 

2 3 que by whom the Fact is committed: For Example, 

ms, tia one is fined twenty Crowns, beſides what he hath 

ſo falle ſtolen, and another for Robbery every way equal 
„ unleſ ſhall be fined one hundred or more, and that 

m, when without the Jeaſt Injuſtice, I mean according to 


their Antient Municipal Cuſtoms ; of which a 


" 


is to be Factor who ſits in Judgment ought not to be ig- 
t on ac norant, leaſt according to his own Opinion only, 
own the he pronounce an improper Sentence. Reſpect of 
; which Perſons in the Admin ting of juſtice is not 
20 mani here look d upon as the leaſt Injuſtice; though the 
Croumi beſt Effect of this is that the Rich are commonly 
here fon more ſeverely handled than the Pocr, which they 
etion o think reaſonable on two accounts; firſt, the Rich 


were not urged to it by Neceſſity; and, ſecondly, 


ined ſu they can better ſpare the Money: for no Body is 


2s in th here Fined above his Ability, unleſs by an Accumu- 
tains an lation of Crimes, he hath given occaſion thereto, 
lom geiiſ and then he is ſent into Slavery. This is the true 
e thirt] ll Reaſon Why a diſcreet Negroe, tho he is rich, will 


always pretend Poverty, leaſt he or ſome of his 


ö a | 
e, be i Relations falling into the Hands of the Judges 
ccordingÞ mould be too hardly uſed on that account.” 
_— lg: * 
0 


: The 


= 


| Factor ſtrictly ordered not to demand more than 


thoſe places where they are free from any ſub jedi 


| Office; of which I ſhall hereafter give you an In- 
Jane. ( „/ FoidpeL oh. 
All Fines: which occur at Axim are paid into 
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The ſtealing ot Men is puniſhed with rigid F 
Severity, and ſometimes with Death it ſelf; and ut hiſs 
they are equally ſevere againſt the Stealers of with 1 
Cattle, as Hogs, Sheep, Cc. And herein they 6 h 
agree with our Opinion, for the dumb Beaſt car, vr fine 10 
not defend it ſelf, nor call any to its affiſtang Wi" be par 
They will rather put a Man to Death for ſtealing 
a Sheep, than killing a Man, more eſpcially in Ireds 3 an 


on to the Europeans, who generally punithit by a pe. f 
cuniary Mulct only; whether it be, that they are . Ng, : 
not fond of Blood, or that they love the profit which 4 26 7 
accrues to them thereby, that I leave to you to deter If it 
mine, ſince I have before informed you that the 
Negroes under our Government had rather it : 
ſhould be attoned by a Fine, but not extorted by e 520 
Avarice inſtead of Juſtice. And according to 
this Rule, I ſquared my Conduct in my Judges 


But enoug 
pre the Pe 
{am by t 
For Inſt 
rownsfo! 
ind the A 
ng third. 
or the for 
df the whe 
nainder be 


the Factors Hands, who diſtribute them to the in- 
jured Perſons firſt deducting his Fee, which not many 
Lears paſt was very conſiderable, but not long ſince 
was diminiſhed by a certain Gentleman, and the 


eight Crowns, for the deciſion of the moſt im 
portant Suit, which ſhould come before him; and 
not onſy that, but if offered he was commanded 
to refuſe it. An Order really too ſevere, to hin- 


der another's doing good, and not permit him to rided 
receive and uſe his juſt e at pleaſure. i, _ thi 
This Gentleman pretended thereby to thew his In "th L 


tenderneſs to the Blacks; but my felf and fere- 
ral others were of another Opinion: Its true 
ſource was pure Envy, which would not ſuffer him 
to let any of the Officers of the Company, his 
Wo. Fellow- 
- 


wn Coun 
0 a& ho 
Means, as 
er inform 
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„ relow-Servants, to get any thing, nor indeed any 
hoe i himſelf; of which his continual eee 
50 of with the Blacks was but too convincing a Proof: 
ther {Wor if he himſelf decided any Cauſe for them, 
5 0 or fined them for any Crune, e was not content 
et o be paid eight Crowns only; but, on the other 
aling hand, ſometimes enhanced the Price to ſome hun- 

ly is eds; and I believe the Axim Factors finding this 
S 8 Law ſo exorbitantly broken by its Maker, have 
- ot the leaſt regard to it; nor are they in the 
| 2 jrong, for it directly claſhes with the old Muni- 
& h cipal Cuſtoms of the Country: And for my part, 
deter- it had been made before my coming into that 
t the ce, 1 ſhould not have taken much notice of it; 
er i Wt by acting conſonant to their Antient Uſages, 
d by have gained the Affection of the Blacks more 


han by following any Innovation : And this 
ery Law-giver on the contrary, by unjuſt Manage- 


ai. Who their implacable Hatred and inveterate Curſes. 
into ot enough on this Head: I ſhall next ſhew what 
+ in. irre the Perquiſites which accrue to the Factor at 
any lein by the Exerciſe of his Judicial Office. 
2 For Inſtance; if a Negroe be fined one hundred 
1 the rouns for a Crime, the Factor's ſhare is two thirds, 


ind the Afſemblyy of Caboceroes have the remain- 


pn Wop third. But on account of Murther, Robbery, - 
and Ir the forcing the Payment of Debts ; three fourths 
\deg the whole are the Complainants, and the re- 


nainder belongin to the Factor and the Cabacero's, 


_ Factor; which render it much more advantagious 
ere. er the Factor to be Judge here than in our 


him WM; << 26 FS 2 
his ens, as I am ignorant, I dont defire to be bet- 


before 


ment, and his exorbitant Avarice, was only expoſed 


s divided according to the mentioned proportion 
o one third to the Cabocero s, and two thirds to the 


wn Country, ſuppoſing our Em epean Judges 
0 act honeſtly ; What they get by Rn) 


T informed. Theſe Judicial Fees are, or at leaſt 
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before this Order, were paid very freely, without 
the leaſt ſcruple by the Negroes : even thoſe fo 
_ whom the Factor had got in a Debt, were very: wel 
cContented to pay one fourth part of the whole Re 
ceipt; and this was as firmly ſettled as the pra 


* 


of Bread at Auſterdam. , 


I ſhall, according to my promiſe, by way of & 
greſſion, inſert a Relation of a Cauſe depending 
when 1 was Factor at Axim. In the Country d 


Aucaber, which hath long been jſubject to 4m 


lived two Cabocero's both confiderable Men, © who 
for ſeveral Years had been engaged in a diſpute 
each pretending that the other was born his Slave 


and by Inheritance he had an inviolable Right 
_'over him: This was a very perplexed Cauſe, 
each of them ſeem'd to back his Pretence with 
Reaſon, and a Proof deduced from many Year 
paſt; inſomuch that the Cabocero's of Aucober found 
themſelves. puzzled how: to decide it: And both 
Parties being agreed to plead the Cauſe before me, 
and expect my determination; not that they 
thought me wiſer than their Country- men and 
Honourable Council, but only that it might be 
ended by my Power; Accordingly it came be 
fore my Judgment Seat; and tho" I pati 
ently ſpent one whole Day in hearing the Cauſe, 
yet I aſfure you at the end I was juſt as wiſe as at 
the beginning, each of them confirming his Pre. 
tenſion by ſo many Witneſſes, and ſeeming to 
have ſo muck right of his ſide, that I could not 
tell who to give it for. But, however, to put an 
end to this Bago Suit, I aſked them if they 
were both contented to ſubmit to my deciſion; 
to which they freely conſenting, I ſpoke to them 
in reconciling Terms, aſſurin 3 5 that all wich 
they pretended on each fide ſeemed reaſonable 
wherefore twas impoſſible to decide which of 
_ them was in the right, the proper Witneſſes a 
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he Evidence they had brought was'not valid, it 
b ing only by Hear-ſay, and the Merits of the 
Ale 


red them as cautiouſly as I could, and obſerved 


iy of at they both ſeemed to agree to it, I made diff 
pending ulties'of deciding the diſpute, by telling them 


hat before they went out of my Fort it was my 
equeſt they ſhould be perfectly reconciled and 
oun each other- for free Men, and that he who. 
hould ever pretend that the other was his Slave, 
ſhould be liable to a ſevere Fin mee... 

They both ſeemed very well ſatisfied with this 
determination, embracing each other, and vowing- 
n Eternal Friendſhip : And the more effectually to 


Intry of 
o Ain 
n, who 
"diff te, 


them made me a very good Preſent for putting 
an end to their Quarrel : And, indeed, I really 


or three Months afterwards one of them hired two 
Ruffians to murther the other in his own Houſe, 


Head: At which I being very much incenſed, 
conſidering. itas a thing of dangerous Conſequence. 
by no means to be ſuffered in a well-govern'd- 
Commonwealth (as we ſay) but to be exemplari- 
y puniſhed in order to deter others from ſuch 
Practiſes, ſent ſome of my principal Officers 

[to Aucober with Orders to have the Murtherers de- 

lyered over to me that I might bring them to con- 
dn Puniſnment: But they boldly | anſwered. 
them, that they were not ſubze& tb their Maſter, 


had Juriſdiction. This angred me yet worſe, 
tor by this not only my ſelf but the Authority of 
the Company was affronted and diminiſhed; to 
keep. up which nothing ought to be neglected. 
Upon which I ſoon reſolved to go to that Coun - 


conſequently. forgotten: Having thus pre- 


convince me of their Satisfaction, they each of 
believed all was forgotten and forgiven. But two 


wich they did by ſhooting him through the 


and that he might exerciſe his Authority where he 


* 


lis Cauſe being all long ſince dead, and that al! 


n 


hat from this time forward, I ſhould believe they 


_ was fo advantagious to their Country. Having 


bdut told me, perhaps they would puniſh them 


rers: This had ſuch a good Effect, that they im- 


fackors Fettered, only deſired me that 1 would 
not he too haſty in puniſhing them, but only ſtay: 
till they were all preſent; which I promiſed them; 
and returned with the Criminals very well ſatis 
fed with my Expedition. 


. requeſting that I would acquaint them how I in- 


| A Deſcription of the LET. yi 
ry, accompanied with ſome of our People, 

Sack gotten about three Miles from our td 
found about 500 Armed Negroes, imagining, ] 
firppoſe, ' the tight of them would terrify me; 
But on the contrary, as ſoon as the mutual Sal 
tations were paſs'd, I aſked them why they deniel 
ane affronted the Authority of the Company, 
and did not conſider what Miſchief it would 
pull down on their Heads: To which they 
anſwered, that they were belyed, for they nens 
pretended to forfeit the Protection of the Hollander, 
or withdraw their Obedience, ſince the former 
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thus far received ſatisfaction, I demanded the 
Murtherers to be delivered to me in order to 
their Puniſhment ; but this they poſitively denied, 


themſelves. Upon this I took my leave of them 
and was going away, but threatned them withal, 


all had a Hand in the Murther, and that I would 
certainly ſecure all of their Country-men I could 
get into my Power and pumſh them as . Murthe 


mediately conſulted together, and ſent ſoime of 
their People to defire me to give them a little time 
to confider of my demand, upon which they would 
bring me an anfiver. I ſtayed about a quarter of 
an hour; after which they brought me the Male- 


Scarce three Days after all the chief Men of 4. 
coder came and ſhewed*themſfelves before my Fort, 


ſwered 


tended to puniſh the Murtherers; they were an, 


* 
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ſivered, by Be- heading them. And to ſtrike a great - 
xr teffour, I cauſed the Executioner with his In- 
mments to appear. Upon which they ſet up a 
amal Lamentation, and begged that I would in 
compliance with the cuſtom of their Country, ſuti 
fer the Crime to be attoned with Money: Though 
Idefired nothing more, yet I ſtood off as though 
[was not to be perſwaded to that until the Re- 


| TER” 
% : F w- 
T. U 


Would tions of the Murthered Perſons (who were al- 
ch they ready appeaſed) came and defired me, and what 
y neve N was ker perſwaſive, offered me the whole Fine: 
ade, This was what I aimed at: but however, to ſhew 
former my ſelf as generous as they, I was ſatisfied with 
Having half the Summ, and ſo we were both very well 
ed the contented, and the Criminals, who were the Chil- 
der to dren of conſiderable People, were ſet at Liberty. This 
denied, I have related at large to ſhew -you how we ma- 
h them nage our ſelves here to keep up our Authority and 
A them WReſpe& ; which is fo conſiderable, that no NMæroe 
withal, Wis permitted withont leave of the Factor to decide 


my Caufe upon forfeiture of all that is thereby 
would WMouned. In my time a Negroe came to defire me 
I could do get him a Debt, which I promiſed, and perſor- 


Murthe- med accordingly 4 but the Debtor, who was no 


ey im. very good Friend of his, informed me that this 
ome of Debt was contracted by lying with the other's 
le tune I Wife, and appointed to be paid by the Caboeero's. 
would The Plantiff coming for his Money, I aſked him 
urter of Hir he did not know that it was all forfeit, he ha- 
ring ended the Affair without my Knowledge; 


would be frankly confeſſed that it was, and begged 1 
ly ſtay Nvould give him but one fourth part of it; but 


them; Winding him ſo moderate, I gave him half; for 


II fats Which he very ſubmiſſively thanked me, and 


Neent away very joyful. | CS 
of A. This is intended to prevent the Negroes having 


y Fort, ¶ ny opportunity of forming any deſigns in oppo- 
But 


v I 10* dlon to us, or to our diſadvantage. 


| Twear he wou d not ſuffer the damage for leſs, f 
left to his choice. *Tis true, indeed; this court 


poſed, for the Creditor is more potent than it, 
and is upheld in it perhaps by the King, or the 


though of fix times the value of his Debt, without 


are thereby inriched from a poor Eſtate; and this 
Here bears the Name of Juſtice ; but in my Opinian 
tis abominably diſtorted. Some Negroes have yet 


Which is, that one of theſe inſolent Fellows gos 
to a Perſon, and tells him that he hath an 


; TY 8 Tn 9 * — * 
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But to return to where I left of: At ſeveral 'plagy 
on the Coalt, Debts are recovered in a very: uni 
and villanous manner, eſpecially on thoſe placy 
where we have little or no Power, or in ſome d 
the Kingdoms: A Raſcally Creditor” in thok 
places, inſtead of aſking his Money of his.Dehtor! 
and ſummoning him before the Judges in caſe 
refuſal, ſeizes the firſt thing he can meet with 
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any regard who is the Proprietor, who when EI -Befides 


comes to alk for it, is told that he muſt go to fd oe deſ 
2 Perſon, who is his Debtor, and muſt pay hin . » 


for it: and this no Body can hinder, ſo he goes 
immediately to. aſk the other fer Money for hi 


Goods. This is very e the fit 


Creditor has fix times the value of his Debt, ani 


f Judiciz 
whoſe Pre 
hat ſhall 


if the ſecond is as unreaſonable as the firſt, auf * 
affirms that he would not part with his God ting, © 
for a leſs' price, the Creditor is obliged to gie dich the 
him full ſatisfaction, in imitation of an offs to 
Koman Law ; by which, if any Perſon was inte 
red in his Honour and Reputation, the Injurer wa 4 15 de 


obliged to Pay ſuch a Summ as the Injured ſhoud with utmo 
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Is generally taken in caſe of ſmall Debts :- Bit 
however, the poor Wretch that is the | Debtor. 5 
ſometimes obliged to pay a Shilling ſor a Delt 
of one Penny in proportion. This is not to be op 


great ones This 7 daily; and ſeveral Men 


another way to force Money out of People: 


N 


wn 
> placg 
ſome of 
n thoſe 


Debtor 


{ caſe of 
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he goes 
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ſuch ama e by his Son, Nephew, Slaye, or ſome 
Body elſe 
0 ik ſatisfaction of him, threatning him that 
16 he will murther or ſorely wound him or 


ſhoot ſome Body elſe at his coſt; and if this Vil- 
ain have 1 enough to put it in Execution, 
have twice ſeen it happen, the other muſt ſufe 


Er the ſame as if he had done it. 


Beſides their accuſtomed Diſtribution of Juſtice 


dove deſcribed, they have yet a very odd fort 
tice, which is under the Direction and Ad mini- 


tration of the Mancero's, who have erected a ſort 
f Judicial Society in every conſiderable Village, 
choſe Province it is to adjudge all trivial Crimes 
hat ſhall appear before them, and of theſe the 
groes are very frequently guilty; I mean 
beating, curſing or reviling one anorher : Upon 
Fhich the Perſon who thinks himſelf injured, ap- 
lies to the Mancero's much in the following 


[erms, viz. ſuch a Perſon hath injured me, I fell 
r ſurrender him to you puniſh him according 
o his deſert. Upon which theſe. Gentlemen 


vith utmoſt diligence take him into Cuſtody, and 


ter a very ſuperficial enquiry into his Crime, lay 
Fine of ſome Crowns upon him; which if he 
ems unwilling to pay, as being unjuſtly impo- 


ad on him, they not having heard what he had 
ofay in his defence, the Mancero's not at all. con- 
emed hereat only go to the Market where they 
ake up as much Goods on his account as the 
mount of the Fine; which he is, though unwill- 
ly, forced to pay; and they have no ſooner re- 
aved this Money, but it is ſpent in Palm-Wine 
WRandy, bY TO ras 

The Offences which theſe Mancero's uſually Fine 
te ſo various and ridiculous, that I have not pa- 
ence enough to particularize any of them; tis 
nough that I inform * that if theſe idle Jud- 


* 


Ses 


epending on him; for which he comes 


/ [2ST 'Y 


8 
ges have nothing to do the whole Day, and con 
ſequently get no Money to make them drink. 


ſome Body on one 12 or another in orde 


to War, we ſhall at preſent touch upon. 


| mg part of their Wars are chiefly occaſioned 
of the chief People among them. I have formerly 


One of the leading Men in one. Country. hath 


to be ſeized by violence and rapine in the Country 


The Men fo ſeized he claps in Irons, and if not 


him: If he ſo far prevails on his e 
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their time is only ſpent in contriving to bring jp 


to furniſh them with Liquor. 2 
The Conſultations with the Caboceroes in con. 


junction with the Mancero's principally relating 


When they're deſirous of entring into a War, cn 
account of Ambition, Plunder, or to aſſiſt other 
Countries already engaged in a War, theſe tuo 
Councils conſult tog : But otherwiſe the 


the recovery of Debts, and the diſputes of ſome 


hinted ſomething on this Subj 
proceed farther on it. 1; 

The firmeſt Peace of. Neighbouring Nations 
is frequently broken in the following Manner: 


ect, with promiſe ol. | 


Money owing him from a Perſon in an adjacent 
Country, which is not ſo ſpeedily paid as he defies; 
on whichhe cauſes as many Goods, reemen,orSlaves 


where his Debtor lives, as will richly. pay um: rt, 0 


redeemed ſells them, in order to raiſe Money for 
the payment of the Debt: If the Debtor be an ho- 
neſt Man and the Debt juſt; he immediately en: 
deavours by the ſatisfaction of his Creditors to 
free his Country-Men : or if their Relations ar 
powerful enough they will force him to it: But 
when the Debt is diſputable, or the Debtor unwil 
ling to pay it, he is ſure to repreſent the Creditor 
amongſt his own Country-Men as an unjuſt Man, 
who hath treated him in this manner contrary, to 
all right, and that he is net at all indebted to 
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that they believe him; he endeavours to make 
ſome of the other Land Priſoners by way of Re- 
prizal ; after which they conſequently arm on 


each other. They firſt endeavour to bring the 
Caboceers over to their Party, becauſe they have 
always ſome Men at their devoir; next the Soldi- 
es: And thus from a trifle a War is occaſioned 
berwixt two Countries, who before lived in Ami- 
ty, and continues till one of them be ſubdued; 
or, if their Force be equal, till the Principal Men 
ze obliged to make Peace at the requeſt of the 
Soldiers; which 8 happens, eſpecially about 
Swing time, when all the Warriours deſire to re- 
turn to till the Ground; for in ſerving in the War 
Iwithout pay, and defraying all expences out of 
thar private Fortunes, they quickly grow tired; 
Mon if they ot no Advantage of, and con- 
quently no Plunder by the Enemy. 1 

When the Governours of one Country are en- 
dined to make War with thoſe of ine „per- 
laps on account that they make a better Figure 
in their manner of Living, or that they re riefier ; 
that theſe have a mind to ſome of their Effects: 
Win they aſſemble together, in conjunction 
mth the Maniceroes, who alſo give their advice, and 
is young, and puft up with hopes of Plunder, 
aſily induced by the perſwaſions of the Cabo- 
,; and the joynt reſolution is no ſooner formed 
Wan every one prepares for War; and being gat 


* 

} * 
Ll 

4 . 


0s ey, make an Ieruption into the deſigned 
nail antry, without giving the leaſt notice or de- 
reditae ing War, urging much the ſame Reaſons 
t Man, th a preſent European Potentate, tis A Royat 
ary to "ul and Pleaſure, and for my Glory, And thus 
tel we kill and pillage each other. The injured Na. 
y-Men en, to revenge this perfidious breachi of Peace, if 


t Powerful enough of its ſelf, hires another to 


"0 e + EZ „5 0 


each ſide, and watch all opportuniites of ſurprizing 


LET. ? 
Pounds 
ceſſively 
formerly 


need not 
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-— * afliſt it for leſs than two thouſandgPounds fer. 
ling; for which price the beſt are here to be 
had, well armed and appointed for an Engage. 
ment: So that indeed War is not here very dear, 
though at this cheap rate you cannot imagine the 


Armies fo formidable that are hired for ſuch managed 
trivial Wages : but Plunder is their chief aim, i» WM Field; b 
Read of which they often get good ſtore of blows, the num 
which prove all the Perquiſites to their mentioned not amoi 
Wages. Theſe Wages they divide amongſt the (. WM yhence ; 
beceroes and the Manceroes ; but the former manage narchies 
the Affair ſo cunningly, that the latter have na Ind Aqu 
above four or five Shilling each, or perhaps half is able to 
that Summ; for the leading Men are ſure to ad. Men, anc 
_ guſt the account ſo well in favour of themſelves, land Pot: 
that a mighty reſidue is not likely to be left to ¶ are not te 
make a future dividend. But as for the Plunder, able to c 
though particularly appropriated to defray the WM Armies; 
expence of the War in the firſt place, and there N concernin 
mainder to be divided, yet every Man ſeizes the learn fron 
firſt part thereof he can lay hold on without any be believe 
regard to the publick : But if no Booty is to be near us, 
come at, the Mauceroes, like Cats that have wet Mo conte 
their Feet, make the beſt, of their way Home r ſeveral 
not being obliged to ſtay longer than they then-Myventy fix 
ſelves pleaſe. Each is under a particular Chit jyn'd tot 
tain in a ſort, though he can command only hu: Battle; : 
Slaves; a free Negroe not owning his Authority, |Mlves on; 
or ſubmitting even to their Kings, unleſs compelled they are 
by their exorbitant Power, without which they Wan fall! 
Ive intirely at their own Pleaſure : But if that ek getting 
Leader is diſpoſed to march up firſt towards the e Camma 
Enemy, he may, but will not, be followed dVMCites-Terr, 
many. $4 | lon't belie 


War, as I have twice before told you, is not end yet t 
"expentive as in E rope; Our four Years War will out of t 


the Cammanyſchians (except the damage done t0 Victory. 
ow Trade) did not coſt us in all fix thou 
5 Pouneé 
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Pounds ſterling : For which Summ we had ſuc- 
celively five Nations in our pay. But I have 
formerly treated this Subject fo largely, that I + 
need not ſay any more of it at preſent... -. ES 


bs % 
7 8 
* * 


* 


A National Offenſive War may very well be . . 


managed here with four Thouſand Men in the 
Field ; but a Defenſive requires more. Sometimes 
the number of what they call an A does 
not amount to more than two thouſand rem 
whence you may infer of what force the Mo- 
narchies and Republicks on the Coaſt are, Fantyn 
and Aquamboe only excepted ; the firſt of which 
is able to bring an Army of twenty five Thouſand 
Men, and the latter a much larger. But the In- 
land Potentates, ſuch as Akim, Afrante, &c. 
are not to be reckoned amongſt theſe ; they being 
able to over-run a Country by their numerous 
Armies; tho? I cannot- inform you any otherwiſe 
concermng thoſe People, than what by hints we 
learn from the Vegroes, who are not always to 
be believed. But as for the Monarchies ſituate 
hear us, I dare affirm, that though each of the 
two contending Armies were compoled of five or 
x ſeveral Nations, they would not together make 
twenty five thoufand Men ; upon which account 
jyn'd to their Cowardice,very few Men are killed in 
abattle ; and that Engagement is very warm which 
kaves one thouſand Men upon the place; for 
fiey are ſo timorons that as ſoon as they ſee a 
Man fall by them, they run for it, and only think 
getting ſafe Home. In the laſt Battle between 
lhe Cammanyſchians, and thoſe of Saboe, Acami, 
(abes-Terra and two or three other Countries, I 
dan t believe that one hundred Men were killed, 
ad yet the Cammanyſchians drove their Enemies 
mt of the Field, and obtained a compleat 
Victory. . os 
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but if no opportunity offers, tho againſt thei 


creep towards the Enemy, and being come cloſe 
let fly at them; after which they run away a 


poſſible, in order to load their Arms and fall on 
ing, creeping and crying, make their Fight 
e 


aim at, are the Priſoners and Ornaments of Gold 


march | 
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They are very irregular in their Engage Com 
not obſerving the leaſt ſhadow of Order; Ranſom 
each Commander hath his Men cloſe together in If they 
fort of Crowd; in the midſt of which he is well gu 
nerally to be found; ſo that they attack the Ene. him: I 
for Man, or one heap of Men again eme 

admit 


in 
another; and ſome of their Commanders fan 


their Brother Officer furiouſly attacked, and ſome ¶ were off 


What put to it, chooſe rather to run with the form ſot 
Hare then hold with the Honnds, and that frequent. WW The 
ly before they had ſtroke one ſtroak, or ſtood {6 I inſured | 
much as one bruſh ; and their Friends whom they ſelf in tl 
left engaged certainly follow them, if in the leaſt WM be is con! 
preſſed, unleſs ſo entangled with the Enemy, MW till the 
that tis not for want of good will if they don't; MW fully pai 


will, they get the Reputation of good 8 ldiers. 
In fight the Negroes don't ſtan e 
one another, but run ſtooping and I g that 


the Bullets may fly over their Heads. Othen 
ſtrated, tl 


the wretc 

Wars | 
their Sub; 
a long D 
ſucoeſſive 
ends the c 


faſt as they can, and as if the Devil were ſured 
the hindmoſt, get to their own Army as ſoon a 


again. In ſhort, their ridiculous Geſtures, ſtops 
look more 


Battle. * TE 
The Booty which the Commonalty chief 


Monkeys playing together than 2 


and Conte de Terra; for ſome, eſpecially the In- 
land Negroes, are ſo ſimple as to dreſs themſelves 
in the richeſt rnanner poſſible on theſe occaſions; 
Wherefore they are frequently ſo loaded wit! 
Gold and Conte de Terra, that they can ſcarce 


ed to atte 
t, under 
declared 1 
tempt it 

ue 4 B. 


Cont 
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Common Priſoners who cannot raiſe their 
Ranſom, are kept or ſold for Slaves at pleaſure : 
If they, take any conſiderable Perſon, he is very 
well guarded and a very high Ranſom put upon / 
him: But if the Perſon who occaſioned the be- 
ginning of the War be taken, they will not eaſily 
admit him to Ranſom, though his weight in Gold 
were offered, for fear he ſhould for the future 
form ſome new deſign againſt their repoſe. 

The moſt Potent Negroe can't pretend to be 
inſured from Slavery; for if he ever ventures him- 
ſelf in the Wars it may eaſily become his Lot; 
he is conſequently obliged to remain in that State 
till the Summ demanded for his Redemption is 
fully paid; which withal is frequently ſet ſo high, 
that he, his Friends, and all his Intereſt are not ſuf- 
ficient to raiſe it: on which account he is forced 
0 a perpetual Slavery, and the moſt contemptible 
Offices. Some amongſt them are ſo barbarous, 
that finding their hopes of a high Ranſom fru- 
ſtrated, they pay themſelves by cruelly murthering 
the wretched Priſoner. _ „„ 

Wars betwixt two Deſpotical Kings, who have 
their Subjects intirely at their Command, are of 


fall on MW long Duration, and frequently laft ſeveral Years 
top luoceſſively, or till the utter Ruine of one of em 
Fight I ends the diſpute. They frequently lye a whole 
than a Lear incampt againſt each other without attempt- 
Ing any thing, a few diverting Skirmiſhes except- 
chiefly Ned: only againſt rainy Weather they each return 


home without one another. 


the In- Though this is chiefly owing to their Prieſts, 
nſelres vithout whoſe Suffrage they are not eaſily indu- 
aſions: ¶ ed to attempt a Battle; they adviſe them againſt 
1 with n, under pretence that their Gods have not yet 


declared in favour of them; and if they will at- 
tempt it notwithſtanding, they threaten an ill 
ue 2 But if theſe crafty Villains obſerve that 

. 4 their 


they never want an excuſe to bring themſelves off 


that thing, which they ought not to have done 
for which reaſon the whole Army is puniſhed, 


their ridiculous Wars, if I have not dwelt longer 
on them than they deſerve ; wherefore I ſhall 
relating the Events which happened in my time, 


litar 


their Army; they handle their Arms ſo clever), 


ſince that and Gun- powder for ſometime hati 


Mould have found but an indifferent Trade with 
out our ſhare in it. Twere indeed to be wiſhed 
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their Army is much ſtronger than the Enemies and 


the Soldiers well inclined to fighting, they alway 


adviſe to attempt it; though with ſuch a cautionff 


reſerve, that if it ſucceeds contrary to expectation 


The Commanders or Soldiers have done this 9 


In ſhort, let the Event prove how it will, th 
Prieſt is infallibly Innocent, and his Charate 
always maintains its own Reputation. 

I doubt not but I have ſufficiently enlarged c 


and apply my ſelf to the defcription of their Mi. 
CE | ; | | 
The chief of theſe are Muſquets or Carabin, 
in the management of which they are wonderful 
dextrous. Tis not unpleaſant to ſee them exercise 


diſcharging them ſeveral ways, one fitting, the 
ſecond creeping, or lying, &. that tis really to 
be admired they never hurt one another. Perhan 
you wonder how the NMrors come to be furniſhed 
with Fire-Arms, but you w1ll have no Reaſon 
when you know we ſell them incredible quantities 
thereby obliging them with a Knife to cut ow 
own Throats. But we are forced to it; for it 


we would not, they might be ſufficiently ſtored 


with that Commodity by the Exgliſß, Danes, and 
Brundenbin ghers; and could we all agree together 
to ſell them any, the 1 and Zeeland Inter- 
lopers would abundantly furniſh them : And 


been the chief vendible Merchandiſe here , we 


that 
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nies ani that theſe dangerous Commodities had never been 


7 alway brought hither, or at leaſt that the Negroes might 
caution be in a ſhort time brought to be content with 


ectation MW omewhat elſe in their room: but this in all ap- 
Ives off, pearance is never likely. . 

> this ol Next their Guns, in the ſecond place are their 
e done; Swords, ſhaped like a ſort of chopping Knives, 
uniſhed MW being about two or three Hands broad at the ex- 
ill, the tremity, and about one at the;handle, and about 
haraQerM three or four Spans long at moſt; and a little crook- 


ed at the top. Theſe Sabres are very ſtrong, but com- 


reed on monly fo blunt that ſeveral ſtrokes are neceſſary 
it longer to cut off a Head: They have a wooden Guard 

I ſhall adorned on one fide, and ſometimes on both, with 
y time Ml ſmall globular Knobs, covered with a ſort of Skin, 


whilit others content themſelves with bits of Rope 
ſnged black with the Blood of Sheep or other 
Cattle, with the additional Ornament of a bunch 
of Horſe Hair, amongſt People of Condition 


telr Mi 


arabins 
MNderful 


exerciſe Ml thin Gold Plates are uſual : To this Weapon be- 
leverly, MW longs a leather Sheath almoſt open on one ſide 
ing, the to which, by way of Ornament, a Tygers Head, 
ally to or a large red Shell is hung; both which are va- 
Perlap luable here. Theſe Sabres they wear when they 
rniſhed go out at their left Hip hanging in a Belt, which 
Reaſon is girt about their Waſtes for that end, or ſtuck 
ntities, in their Paan, which is round about their Bodies, 
cut our and comes betwixt their Legs, that they may 
for ii mn the ſwifter; beſides which, they are begirt 
- ſtored i with a Bandalier Belt, with about twenty Banda- 
es, and lers. They have a Cap on their Heads made of 
ogether MW 2 Crocodile's Skin, adorned on each ſide with a2 


Inter- red Shell, and behind with a bunch of Horſe 

And Hair, and a heavy Iron Chain, or ſomething elſe 
e hath inſtead of it, girt round their Head. Thus appoint- 
>, wel ed, with their Bodies coloured white, our Heroes 
e with I Look liker Devils than Men. | 


that | . Their 
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Their other Weapons are firſt a Bow and 4 
row ; but theſe are not much in vogue among 
the Coaſt Negroes, thoſe of Aquamboe alone er 
cepted, who are ſo nicely dexterous in ſhooting 
that in Hare-hunting they will lodge their ſmal 
fine Arrows in what part of the Hare's Body is 
defired. Theſe Arrows have Feathers at their 
Head, and are pointed with Iron. The Negro; 
of Awinee uſually poiſon them; but on the Caf 
that quarts Cuſtom is not practiſed, nor do 
they ſo much as know what poiſon 1s. 
Next follows the 4ſagay or Haſſagay, as ſome 
call them, which are of two forts , 
forts are about a Flemiſh Ell, or Fehr half an 
Ell longer, and very ſlender ; and theſe they caſt 
as Darts. The ſecond, or larger ſort, are about 
twice as long and large as the former, the upper- 
part pointed with Iron like a Pike ; ſome of them 
are covered for the length of one ſpan or two, 
though in all manner of ſha The Aſlaga 
ſerves them inſtead of a Sabre, that having they 
Shield in the left Hand, they may the more 
convemently dart the Allagay with the Right: 
for they have always ſome 
ry them after them. #2 
Laſt of all are their Shields, which ſerve only 
on à defenſive covering of the Body, and not to 
the offending any Perſon. I have ſeen Negroes 
wondrous dextrous in the management of theſe 
Shields, which they hold in their Left Hand, and 
a Sabre in the Right; and playing with both 


they put their Body into very ſtrange Poſtures, 


and fo artificially cover themſelves with the 
Shield, that tis impoſſible to come at em. 
Theſe Shields, which are about four or five foot 
' long and three broad, are made of Ofters ; Some 
of which are covered with Gold Leather, Tyger's 
Skins, or ſome other Materials; Some of _ 

N alſo 


ſmaller 


dy or other to cat-, 


Captain 
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alſo have at each Corner and in the middle broad 


hin Copp _ s faſtened on, to ward of the Ar- 
LO! 9 r e light Aſſagayes, as well as the 
hooting MW hlows of the Sabre, if they are good, tho they 
eir ſinl N re not againſt a Muſquet Ball. 
Body I think theſe are all the Weapons uſed amongſt 
at their W the Negroes, without I ſhould tell you that ſome 
Negros: MY of them alſo are efled of a few Cannon : *tis 


he Coat MM indeed true, but they uſe them in a very ſloven- 


bh Sex] 


ſmall number ; wath 
Field, but he never made uſe - of them. Some 


Enemy to take them, as it happened to the Com- 
nanſchians ; after which thoſe who took them 
about W were ignorant of the uſe of em: So that theſe 


upper. W Monarchs Cannon only ſerves to ſhoot by way of 


f them, Nof Compliment and Salutation ; of which the 
r two, Blacks are very fond. . 


ſſagꝛy promiſes create a Debt; and at the beginnin 
g thar of this Letter you have my Word that it ſhoul 
more I conclude with the Grandeur of their Kings: In 
Night; WM purſuance of which, let us ſee wherein it con- 
0 car. its. 5 „ 
The Extent of their Territories is ſo ſmall, 
only chat ſome of them have not more Land under 
not to I their Juriſdiction than a ſingle Captain or Bailiff 


rot of a Village, and bear the ſame Name accord- 
theſe ingly amongſt the Negroes : For before the Arrival 
, and of the Europeans in this Country, no higher Title 
both vas known amongſt them than that of Captain or 
ures, Colonel, with this only difference, that the one 
| the WW vas appropriated to a Country, but the other 


to a Village. But ſince their Converſation with 
foot I is, they, or rather we, make a diſtinction betwixt 
ome WW: King and a Captain. The firſt Word by which 


hem Captain in our Language, but they always _ 
4 | | mo 


ee 


* 


f *em after once firing them, have ſuffered the 


gers it was expreſſed, was Ohin or Abin, which fignifies - 
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ſtood by it a Commander of a Country, Town 
or Nation; for our Maſter of Ships generally 
aſſume the ſame Title; and by the ſame Appelly 
tion would alſo be applyed to, without any diſtin 
ction, to our Director-General and Chief of Forty 


it we did not better inform the Natives of the 
difference. Kings are obliged in this Coun- 
try to preſerve their Power by dint of force; 
wherefore the richer they are in Gold and Slaves 
the more they are honoured and eſteemed ; and 


withoutſthoſe they have not the leaſt command over 


their Subjects; but on the contrary, would not 


only be obliged ta pray but pay their Under. 


lings to execute their Commands. But if the God- 
deſs Fortune has endowed them with a rich ſhare 
of Treaſure, they are naturally cruel enough to 
govern their People Tyranically and puniſh them 
fo ſeverely in their. Purſes for trivial Crimes, that 
they cannot forget it all the remainder of their 
Lives; and this is done with a ſeeming colour 
of Juftice ; for the King having any thing to charge 
on another, delivers the Matter into the Hands 
of the Cavocero's, and ſubmits it to their deciſion, 
who knowing his Mind, are ſure to aggravate the 
Crime as much as poſſible, and take care that their 
udgment be conſonant to his Royal Will and 
Pleaſure. % | 
The Kings in their Dwellings, or, if I may fo 
call them, Courts, do not diſtinguiſn themſelves 
by keeping any State. There 1s no Guard at 
their Palace Gates, nor any Body to wait on them, 
and when they ſtir abroad in their Town tis very 
ſeldom they are attended by any more Company 
than two Boys, one of which carries the Sabre, the 
other the Stool or Chair; and if they are met in 
the Streets, they are about as much complimented 
as a Cobler amongſt us, whom we hardly beſtow 
a Hat upon if we know him to be ſuch. The men 
3 \ EY ” e 
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Town et Slave never ſtirs one ſtep out of the way on 
nerally their account. But on the contrary, if they are 
Ppella. going to pay a Viſit to any Perſon in another 

Gn Town, or are to be viſited by ſome conſide- 
Form Mrable Man, they always take care to ſhew their 
of the Crandeur, and on ſuch occaſions are always ac- 

companied with armed Men; ſeveral Shields are 
force. then carried for their uſe, and an Umbrella above 
Slaves tbeir Heads, that the Gentleman's Skin be not 

; and N darkned by the Sun: Their Waves are then fine- 
1d over iy dreſſed with Gold and other rich Ornaments; 
Id not and have a long String of Gold and Conte di Terra 
Inder: or Coral hung about em: tho in their Towns they 
e God. and all their Wives are ſo wretchedly habited, that 
| ſnare N tteir Cloaths are ſometimes not worth one Shilling, 
ueh to I nor ſufficient to diſtinguiſh them from the mean- 

\ them Welt Slave. | ch” „ | 
, th MW Theſe great Princes are ſo miſerably Covetous, 
that there is not one of their Subjects fo poor from 
colour Ml whom they would not catch at a Preſent. Hence 
charge it is that their. Majeſties Kitchins are not much 
Hands better furniſhed than thoſe of the common Negroes; 
ciſion, Bread, Oil, and a little ſtinking Fiſh makes up 
te the their Bill of Fare, and Water is their drink for 
t their the greateſt part of the Day; in the Morning, if 
Hand WM they have it, they drink Brandy; and in the 
Afternoon Palm-Wine : In one Word, their man- 
ay fo ber of Living is indiſtinguiſhable from the meaneſt 
\ſclves amongſt them. N 
rd at At the time when the Palm Wine comes from 
them, the In- land Country, they go in the Afternoons 
; very altogether, viz. Slaves and all as Companions, to- 
pany the publick Market-place, where they fit down 

e, the and drink very ſociably; every one that pleaſes, ' 
net in bringing his own Stool, adds himſelf to the Croud : 
ented Here they tipple till they have even burſt the Lice 
ſtow their Head; but when they're a little warmed and 
nean: I cir Thirſt ſomewhat ſlacked, they drink like Ca- 

ﬆ e . bocero's, 
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biocero s, whole Bumpers and Pints; for the Calabal 
out of which they drink holds a Pint, Quart q 
ws Rr £ Pottle, e — wo Ko to he 
merry is half, or ps quite fifled, which 
ſet to their Mouths to Jedi, Reading $6 10 
two thirds through their Beards in order to fall io 
the Ground, making by that means a fort of M. in Proce 
vulet of Wine on the place where they ſit; and 
this is eſteemed a great piece of 'Magnanimity, only ; 
The Enropeans (amongſt whom I don't pretend i 0 
be ſingular) are very good at this ſport; but 
tis well for them tis not Rhiniſb or French Wine Ky 
for that would be too expenſive; and here for A King 
4 or 5 Shillings they may get drunk and throw . the A 
away large Quantities. | 8 ther War 
When theſe drunken Brethren come together they 
are as Impertinent and Noiſie as the Smouſe or MI? which 
German Jews at their Synagogue at Amſterdam, I brumiſed 
But you muſt not imagine the diſcourſe to turn on apporntec 
ſerious Subjects or State Affairs; not in the laſt, 
tis generally rank Bawdy ; of which they ate fo 
1 full, that it continually runs over; and though the 
1 | Women come amongſt them, this is no reaſon for 


it 
W interrupting the diſcourſe, forthey are always rea- 
„ dy to bear their part, being very ridily furniſhed 
__ —_— on this Head; nor is it ever thought ſcahidalous 
bo for them to diſplay this fort of Talent. In ſhort, 
#1 this is a perfect Babling and Scolding-School, 
1 where each Perſon freely gives his Neighbour his 


own, as they call it : but in a much better manner 
than in Europe, e bee, is the Buſineſt of the 

private Entertaining Rooms, for here the Perſons ex · 
claimed againſt are preſent and conſequently may 

vindicate themſelves. But hold, I ſhallruntoo far; 
tis fit I tell you that though the Kings live thus 
in common with their Slaves, yet on very flight 
occaſions they frequently give them broken Heads, 
from which thoſe only are excepted who have ac- 
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T. xt | 
3+. Wcuiced a Reputation amongſt the People: And 
TER indeed I have obſerved that ſome of theſe Slaves 
WH had more Authority than their Maſters ; for ha- 

h ring long exerciſed a command over their Ma- 

75 M ters Dependents, by their own Trading they are 
fall, {become Poſſeſſors of ſome Slaves themſelves, and 

of Ri in proceſs of time are grown ſo powerful, that 
ang their Patrons are obliged to fee with their Eyes, 
mr only; and what is yet more, tis not ſeldom that 
wry they fo obſtinately oppoſe their Maſters, that 

F by Wt will not- be appeaſed by any other means 
"Win dan a Preſent. | VV» 
ere r A King here is always ready to be hired 


to the Aſſiſtance of any of his Neighbours in 
their Wars, becauſe the greateſt part of the Money 

for falls to his ſhare ; after the receip 

0 TI he is not _ e nog t 
omiſed Aſhſtance be punctually ready at the 
th ee time or not; if he has receiv d the Gold 
tis enough, he always knows how to ſatisſie his 
Cuſtomers with one Lye or other: in which they 
are ſo ſubtle, that they will, unobſerved, defraud 
tren thoſe who are very well upon their guard. 


Tho this is an advantageous fort of Trade, 


they are yet more fond of being Mediators be- 
twat difagreeing Nations; for on this account 
they get Money from both Parties, and keep the 
ach open as long as poſſibly they can, in order 
to get the more Money from each. *Tis upon theſe 
incomes that they chiefly ſubſiſt, for their Revenue is 
rery inconſiderable. Tis indeed true that they 
impoſe a Toll on all Goods paſſing through their 


«the Principal Men amongſt them, make ſure 
of. the largeſt - ſhare of it, and collect ſo well for 
themſelves; that the King bas very little of it. In 
a word, he is - obliged to ſubſiſt on exorbitant 
Fines fraudulently extorted from his Subjecta, or 


on 


Country; But the Collectors being always ſome 
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on the manual Labour of himſelf and Slave: 
| Wherefore thoſe Kings are Unfortunate who haßt 
but few Slaves, and conſequently are not ver 
Rich or Potent. I have known ſome of theſe þ 
© Poor, that they had neither Money nor Credit to 
command a Bottle of Palm-Wine to: treit their 
Viſitants. Hence you may collect how Rich and 
Potent theſe Wrens of State are (as Monſieur Doi. 
chn calls them in his Mercury.) But perhaps be 
ing already tired with this account of the Pom 
and Grandeur of their Wives, Slaves and Houſſiold 
as well as themſelves, you would gladly be in. 


formed how the Illuſtrious Princes and Princeſſes, 


their Royal Off- ſpring, are educated. I have for- 
merly given yon ſome general Hints concerning 
th: Mæroe Children; tis then ſufficient to aſſure 
you that I never could obſerve the leaſt difference 
un this particular betwixt the Royal and Common 
Education. The Princes being arrived at Year 
of Maturity, to get an honeſt Livelihood; either 
Plow the Land or draw Palm-Wine, which I can 
aſſure you they are not aſhamed to carry to the 

Market themſelves in order to fell it: But if 
they are not employed in theſe Occupations 'tis 
in ſomething elſe equally conſiſtent with their 
Character; from whence in proceſs of time they 
aſcend the Royal Throne of their Anceſtors. It 
you reflect on this, *twill ſomewhat abate your 
wonder, how Huſbandmen, Shepherds, or Potters, 
as Apathocles was, ſhould ever wear Royal Crowns, 
as Hiſtories inform us: It daily occurs here; 
nay, what is yet more, the Throne is often filled 
with thoſe who when Young, have ſerved us as 
| Foot-Boys, or in a meaner Capacity; wherefore 
you may imagine we cannot be brought to hare 
a very great eſteem for theſe Potentates : No, | 
can aſſure you the meaneſt of our Factors thinks 
better of himſelf than one of theſe Kings: And 
8 ! in 
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indeed his Authority is much more conſiderable, 
if we conſider him to exerciſe that of the Dire&or- 
General and Council, in whoſe Name he acts; 
but ending, een as it is, I had rather refer you to 
Monſieur Focquerbrog than ſay any more of our 


Grandeur. 4 TIE 2. i . 3 | 2128 
As for the Ladies, the Princeſſes, perhaps yon 


will be apt to think them too tender for the Fa- 


tigues of Agriculture; no, not in the leaſt, they 


miſt alſo lay their Hands to the Plow ': But if it 


happens that one of theſe Illuſtrious Ladies is tod 


haughty to ſtain her high Birth by working like 


à Slave, ſhe generally takes up a Trade more 
likely to maintain her gentilely, which requires ho 
more than what Madam Nature has liberally be- 
fow'd on her; and if ſhe does not get ſo much as 
the Ladies of her profeſſion in Europe „ ſhe as 


not ſuch extravagant Wants as they, and is con. 


ſequently very well ſatisfied. Several of theſe 
are married in their young Days, without the 
leaſt regard to high Birth or Family, every Body 
pleaſing themſelves in their choice, 


Slave, which daily happens; ſince the common 
Proverb, that the Children follow the Mother is 
here paſſed into an unalterable Rule, and conſe- 
quently the Iſſue of the former (viz. the Princeſs 


married to a Slave) are free, and thoſe proceeding 


from the latter, Slaves. Thus you have a view of 
the whole Royal Family; it gemains now that I 
ſhould give you ſome account of the great Officers 
under the King, which conſiſt of Braffos's, or En- 
ſigns, Sabre-Bearers, Tie- Ties, that is, publick 


Cryers or Proclaimers, Attendants on their Wives), 


ters and Drummers: 


r a Marriage 
between a King's Daughter and a Slave is not at 
all thought diſproportionate, but is indeed ſome- 
what better than for a King's Son to marry 'a 


* 
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with which they defend their Maſter from tix 
Flies. The fourth and laſt as well as moſt com. 
ſiderable Officers, are the Attendants on the King 
Wives: their chief Province is to take care that n 


That of  Brafo I have alread: explained to he 1 


four. Whether theſe agree with the Antient Armour. Kino's 
© Bearers, I can't certainly tell; though I beliere vs 


paſs ev. 4 where, ſuppoſing chem to be ſent by 
e 


whence the Name of their Office is borrowed. 
- whoſe Hair is about one Fingers length, and in 


Strangers pluck the Fruit of their Maſters Orchard: 
22 am apt to think when theſe happen to 


ſort of Ma 1. who. is to 0 rge firſt in Battle 
which if he have but courage enough he alwn xinrs 
does. The ſecond are the Saber or Sword-bearen, No - 
of which theſe Monarchs have generally abon p on 


them very near alike. This, whatever you may 


think of it, is no mean Poſt; for the Gentlemen 4 1 


to whom it is entruſted, ſometimes become hon 
oured with the Character of Ambaſſadors to F 1 


reign Courts: tho? to doJuſtice, that mor | tio here 


I belongs to the Tie-Tie's or publick Cryers, who 
are alſo made uſe of on this occaſion, and ſent 1 


by their Maſters on National Errands to Friend I | ſho 


or Enen. s, their Caps being an effectual free e 


their Maſter ; but otherwife they cannot protect Ml Ros 
them; they being in effect not unlike our Eur | 
Trumpeters in time of War. Each Tow Wl 
th one or two af theſe Officers to cry what viM 
ſtrayed, loſt or ſtolen; and to proclaim the Or 


ders made by the 'Governours or Kings: - beſides 


all which, when fitting in Council, they 
are obliged when the Voices. run too high and 
confuſed, to cry out, Tie-De, or hearken, from 


They wear à Cap made of a black Apes Skin, 


their Hands they have a bunch made of tle 
Hair of an 3 Tail, and ſmall Ruſhes; 


0 


le handſorne Fellows, that they make 
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Proprie They are alſo entruſted with all the 


they are not truſted to 23 them, 

{quently they are the only Perſons who after the 
King's Deceaſe are able and obliged to wh an 
account of his Treaſury. Beſides theſe 
Monarchs have no other Officers. But L ought a. 
ſo to inform you, they are not Kings alone who 
are thus ſerved; but every Principal Man has 
e e Bog = N 
ing herein wit or 8 v 
5 cer he will out- vie 75 pd 

dare fay you will not complain that this is 
too hort; if its length is not tireſome tis well; 
I. have only the im of the Subject to 


ee 
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better uſe of their Poſts than their Maſter of nis WF 


King's reafury ; of which they carry the Keys for 
con- 
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Of the Negroes manner of Marrying. Th 

Hridle brings no Fortune, and the Bridegroon 

but 4 very; ſmall one. Wedding Charg; 

very eaſy, How many Wives they hey. 
l fe they do. and the, tithe 

, . the Men. Merchants Mives live the beſt 

Some drive @ Trade with their Wives. The 

© particular Subtlety of the Women. + Fins 

for Hing with another Man's Wife," an 

' how the Canſe is tryed. "Married Pepl: 

| have no mmtual Propriety in Money or Goods, 

nor does the one inherit any Effect, of th 

other, nor do the Children inherit their P. 

rents Goods. How the right of Inheritanc 

_ © devolves. Adultery is ſeverely puniſhed in 

the In-land Country; each Perſon there be 

ing chiefly his own Fudge. Wives not per. 

mitted to puniſh their Husbands for Adil 

tery. How the Men divide themſelves. . 

mongſt their Wives, Fruitful Women Hb 

 ... woured and ReſpeFed. Ridiculous Cerem. 

niet on a young Woman's being with Chil 

; #he firſt time. What Name they give then 

| Children, Wonderful Separation of tt 

| Women of Ante when they have horn it 

| Childrey, Menſtruou Nomen clan 

Circumciſion uſual amongſt them; a conjedim 

\ from whence they derived that Cuſtom. 0 

be Unmarried. Early Marriages. W 


Wam! 
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| Women remain Jongef Unmarried. Multi- 9 
tude of Women. Common Proſtitutes ini- —_— 
tated to Trade. Their Small. hire. How 
WH highly they are valued if ſound. Unmar- 
. Ti ried Momen are Whores, though not called 
. 4 Deſcription of the common Whores 
Charger | T Ardra. 3 CCC 1271 
y hav; e 130 bo pt t SECRET . 
FY laſt bore date Since which time 1 
VI have not received any from yon, tho ſome 
Ships have arrived on the Coaſt ſince; ſo that in- 
'*." deed J am in doubt what to conelude concerning 
ey ant you, or what to aſeribe your not writing to; 
People WY whether to neglect, too much Buſineſs, or Indifpo- 
Goods, WM ftion : I would not encourage my ſelf to fear the 
s of tte laſt, and the ſecond is no excuſe for not writing 
heir P. to a Friend, which is to be preferred before all 
Buſineſs. Wherefore, I ſhall take it for granted, 
ſhed in that you are guilty of the firſt till you clear your 
Let kltg very well, and make ſatisfaction by a full 
Pere be- charged Letter. 123 201181 8 — 1 11 18 4 R 
20. per: My former treated of Wars and the Arts of 
Adu. Deſtruction; and in this I ſhall touch upon a 
lues, . Subject which ſupplies the Devaſtations the other 
en E makes; that is, I ſhall inform you in the firſt 
Cerem- place how their Marriages go here, and of 
5 Chill every thing naturally falling under that Head. 
„ Marriage here is not over- loaded with Ceremonies, 
ve ken nor have they any Notion of a Prævious Court- 
of ti (hip to bring on a Match: here are no tedious 
orn ta Diſputes on account of Marriage Settlements: - 
Jncleun. But if a Negroe res his Eye upon a young 
edu woman (Virgin, 1 ſcarce dare ſay) nothing 1s 
„ OF wore requiſite than to apply to her Father, Mo- 
1148 ther or neareſt Relations, and aſk her of them, 
Wams 13 DE 5 e 


[ 


; 


0 3 who 


Ds 4 Deſeri tion „ LET. Er. 
_ who very feldom deny a Requeſt of that reaſon. Wl thoſe w] 
able Nature, if it be dar the leaſt agreeable only ment1on 
to the Daughter. Wives 2 
If the young is Woman Marriageable, he wh or Jum 
"Wow Home with him, but if yet too young and to 
Leaves her ſome time with: her Parents ; age when he 
ome are not very willing to, for Reaſon ll they ca 
hereafter to be told. The Bride brings no other WI Man o 
Fortune than her Body, nor does the Man want WW Tattling 
much; tis ſufficient if he has enough to defray try) ar 
the Expence of the Wedding-Day ; which caſh poor W 
of a little Gold, Wine, Brandy, a Sheep for the Wl to 7 
Relations, and new Cloaths for . Bride, which 7 ati 
are proportioned to the Circumſtances of the after W 
Bridegroom, who keeps a very exact account of Wl particul 
every thing that he os on the Bride or her er- men 
Friends, that if ſhe ever comes to be ſo far dif WW and the 


at him as to leave him, he may yr 
all-again, which ſhe or her Friends walk 
the malt exactneſs, together with the Walkin 
Charges. But if he puts her away, the Account 
is ſettled, and he has no pretence to demand iny 
thing of her or her Relations, unleſs he — 
| very good Reaſons why he left her; in which 
ea 


the mentioned Diſt rſements 2 be It 
funded. Eres 
The wedding Day is: has accompanied with 
Feaſting or Jollity ; the Bride is 1 er 
traordinary dreſs d for ſeveral Days nao; 
with fine Cloaths, Gold and. ther Oda — n 
which are frequent borrowed or hired on t would 
Occaſions; not unlike thoſe in Holland, who to be able 
render their Funeral Feaſts the more Splendid, mainde 
- adorn themſelves with others Feathers. Fach narrow 
Man marries as many Wives as he pleaſes ors Wl them. 
conſiffent with his „„ ough they The! 
ſeldom exceed twenty, but are commonly con: WW be con 


and 
_ with a a number N three and t ten, tho 


* 
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mentioned number of Twenty. Meſt of theſe 


and to take care that he finds ſomething to eat 
when he comes Home 
they can very cheaply ſatisfie him: Whilſt the 
Man only idly ſpends his time in impertinent 
Tattling (the Womens Buſineſs in our Coun- 
try) and drinking of Palm-Wine, which the 
poor Wives are frequently obliged to raiſe Money 
to pay for, and by their hard Labour maintain 
nd tia theſe lazy Wretches their greedy Thirſt 
after Wine. Tho' others are not quite ſo beaſtly, 
particularly the Traders in Palm-Wine, and Fiſh-. 
er: men; the former of which falls Palm-Wine, 
and the latter either go out to fiſh, or hires them- 


offers; and theſe keep Houſe the moſt peace 
World. 


which 1s the Oldeſt and principal Wife, here cal- 
led, Muliere Grande, or the chief Woman, to whom 
tie Houſe-keeping and command over all the reſt 
is entruſted. The ſecond is ſhe who is conſecrated 
he is very jealous, and ſo much enraged if any Man 


would fo ſeverely puniſh her that ſhe would not 
be able to ſerve 84 ſo again: But as for the re- 


. eſpecially if he can get any Money by 
;! ˙——¹ KKK. 
Theſe Boſſums are Slaves bought with deſign to 


O 4 theſe 


thoſe who would appear very gieat, compleat the 


the beſt of which is, that 


ſelves to us to row according as Opportunity 
ably, and paſs the moſt reputably through the - 


Thoſe who are rich, have two Wives per- 
petually exempted from Labour ; the firſt f 


to his God, and thence called Boſſum; of whom 


killes her, that if he could do it privately he 


mander of his Wives he doth not watch them ſo 


be confecrated to their God, and therefore ge- 
nerally none of the moſt diſagreeable. Win 


99 


Wives are obliged to till the Ground, Plant Milbio 2 
or. Jummes, or otherwiſe work for their Huſbands, | 


| Phedra's uſe to draw Men, but eſpecially we) jd 
hare 


: f 4 Deſeription of the, L ET. XI. 
- theſe they lye on their Birth- Day or Night, and that 


Day of the Week dedicated to their God; ſo that 
they are ſure of a weekly Favour, ſuppoſing 


the Men in condition; and tis on this account that 


they eſteem their Fortune better than that of other 


The Principal Merchants or Traders Wives ay 
the happieſt, becauſe not obliged to much labour 


| out of the Houſe, and they are well : provided for 


Several Negroes are ſo Brutal that they mary 


n : » 


many Wives only to-get a good Living by en, 
and to wear gilt Horns. Theſe are truly con. 


tented Cuckolds, who give their Wives full order 


to entice other Men to Iye with them; which done, 
theſe She-Brutes immediately tell their Huſbands, | 


who knows very well how to fleece the Amoros 
Spark. *Tis inexpreſſible what Subtleties theſe 


into the Net; to thoſe they will pretend they han 
no Huſband, and are yet Unmarried and Free: 
But the Job is no ſooner over than the Huſband 
appears, and gives them cogent Reaſons to repent 


Others whoſe Admirers very well know they 


are married, the better to allure them to ther 
Embraces, will promiſe, and if required, ſweat, 
Eternal Secrecy; but moſt of them keep their 
Words like Women, Ind are ſure not to tel their 
Huſband before they ſee him; and indeed would 
fall very hard upon them if their Huſhand came 


| 57 Knowledge thereof by any other means: 


Wich is ſome excuſe for their diſcloſing ther 


Loyer ; it being highly reaſonable gnd a natural 


Law, that a Woman ſhould further the Intereſ 


of her Huſhand ; ſince by this means they avoid 


Os 


the danger of Puniſhment, which they ought to 
Fapect 42 Pm their Huſbands, for Concea ment. 


* 


LET. X 
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LET. xu. Gold cf of Guinen, 
Od foot, ſays the German, if this faſhyon prevail- 


ſo th ed in Europe, that a Woman might without fear 
poſing Wi chooſe as many Deputies: for her Huſband as ſhe 
nt that Wl pleaſed, to what a bulk would Acbeans Corporati- 


on grow : But I don't think it very convenient; 


for 1 have been informed that in the Southern 


ves a Countries, this Society, without the mentioned 
labour . Liberty, is grown ſo numerous, that they can 
ed for Wl ſcarce paſs the Streets without claſhing their Horns: 
hut enough of this? tis too tender for my rough 
marry Wl handling ; wherefore leaving that I ſhall return to 
F ans ne 
con- The Fine for lying with another Man's Wife 
order N amongſt the common People is about four, five or 
done., fix Pounds Sterling: But the Rich muſt bleed a 
bands, greater Summ, eſpecially if he has lain with a 
1orous conſiderable Man's Wife; on which occaſion it 
theſe coſts a hundred Pound or Wwe. 
neers, WW Theſe Cauſes are very accurately pleaded and 
7 have WY defended before the Courts of * Judicature. I, 
Free: during my refidence, acted the part of a chief 
{band judge on this occaſion above one hundred times. 
repent Lou know that to deny is the firſt Rule in Law; 
3 and the Negroes are fo well ſkilled in this, that 
they they commonly deny the Accoſition the firſt 
their WW thing they do, and oblige their Accuſers to con- 
wear, Wl firm it by Evidence; which the Woman being 
their WH moſt capable of, is obliged to appear in full Al- 


their Bi ſembly, and difplay the whole Action in its moſt 
yould WF natural broad Terms and Colours, with all its 
came attending Circumſtances of time, place, how the 
eam: WF Criminal deported himſelf, and what he gave 
their ber: In a word, without forgetting the leaſt par- 
tural WM ticular. '' What think you, Sir, is not this a rare 
tereſt WF Tryal, and very proper for the Ears of thoſe old 
avoid Gentleman, of which this Aſſembly or Court is 
ht o compoſed, eſpecially conſidering that beſides all 
ment. WF dus, ſometimes the, Accuſed urges in ns = 
f 3 3 e : * i 5 at 
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A Difeription of the LET. x0 MLET.: ? 
that tis true that he was indeed juſt ready to ne. Ml never in! 
petrate the charged Crime, but timely thinking of WM only. 
the conſequences, withdrew without reducing higin. King or: 
tentions to Action. Inanſwer to which, the Lady I tis Office 


is obliged to declare all particulars, and to give Wi Sabre, he 
all poſſible Proofs. of his compleating the Fact, in. MW tis here 
ſomuch that both ſtick ſo cloſe to their Aſſertion, MM from rich 


which they back with ſo much probability, tha Maternal 


the old Men are perplexed what Sentence to give MW what on 


muſt be 1 
tions aft 


Children 


without puttting the Man to Ins Oath, and it he 
forfwears it he is clear; but if he retuſes that, 
Sentence paſles againſt him, ſince on theſe oc. 


ſions there are not many Witneſſes. | The R. 
Married People here have no comny nity of ed; and 
Goods; but each hath his or her particular Pro and Sift 
priety : The Man and his Wives generally ad. Heirs, ir 
Juſt the matter together; fo that they are to beat jointly ir 
the charge of Houſe-keeping, while the Cloathing i; Heir to 
of the whole Family is at his ſole expence. eldeſt Da 
On the Death of either the Man or the Wife or her Da 

the reſpective Relations come and immediately lis Relati 
ſweep away all, not leaving the Widow or N. claim to 
dower the leaſt part thereof, though they am {Win they c 
quently obliged to help to pay the Funeral Chara Cuſtom w 
Some Negroes, beſides Wives, have allo their I dom of t! 
Concubines, which they ſeveral times prefer be of ſome Z 
fore their Wives, and take more care of them; educate th 
but their Children are eſteemed illegitimate, and him to ſu 
are not reckoned amonſt the Relations. more fure 

' Tf a NMæroe has a Child by his Slave, whether dan they 
married to her or not, his Heir will look upon it liged to ti 
and keep it only as a Slave, on which account thok Hf ſhe con 
| - who love their Slaves will take care to make their N eſtrang. 
Quldren free with the uſual Ceremonies before they . In the n 
dye; after which they are in every. particulat rer) careti 
treated as free Perfons. _ pe Eſtates def 
The Ghildren they have by their Wives af and as Ho! 
indeed legitimate, but all along the Gold Coat Good 


5 neva 


— " 


3 
1 


„rer. xn. Gold cot of Gnines: _ 


0 per. never inherit their Parents Effects, except at Acra 
ing of Ml only. 1 he eldeſt Son, ſuppoſing te Father a 
hisin. King or a Captain of a Town, ſucteeds him in 
Lady his Office only ; but beſides his Father's Shield and 


tin WY Paternal Love obliges them to beſtow ſome- 
| what on their Children in their Life-time, which 
muſt be very pnvately done, otherwiſe the Rela- 
that ions after their Father's Death will oblige the 
O0 children to return it to the utmoſt Farthing. 


The Right of Inheritance is very odfy ad juſt- 


ity of ed ; and as far as I could obſerve, the Brothers 


r Pro. and Siſters Children+ are the right and lawful 
ly ad-. Heirs, in the manner. followin g They do not 


o'bear MW jointly inherit, but the eldeſt Son of his Mother 
athins Ws Heir to his Mothers Brother or her Son, as the 
eldeſt Daughter 1s Heireſs of her Mothers Siſter 


liately tis Relations, as Brothers, Siſters; &c. have any 
claim to the Goods of the Defunct, for what Rea- 
ey an ſon they can't tell: But I am of Opinion that this 
harges. Cuſtom was introduc'd on account of the Whore- 
d their dom of the Women, herein following the Cuſtom 
fer be af ſome Eaſf- Indian Kings, who! (as Authors ay) 
educate their Siſters Son as their own, and appoint 


more ſure that their Siſters Son is of their Blood 


than they can be of their own; for being ob- 
zponit liged to truſt a Woman no way related to them, 
if tho it ſhe commit Adultery, the Child may be entire- 


-6 theil ly eſtranged fraqm'"their Blood. V 
re they In the mentioned. 4fatick Countries, they are 
ticular oy careful to preVenttheir Kingdoms, Crowns and | 


Eſtates deſcending on a Strange or Baſtard Race: 
ves ar 
| Coal 


tag Goods, fo I cannot help praiſing the Indi nt 
38 e 


Caution, 


dabre, he has nothing more to pretend to: So that 
is here no manner of advantage to be deſcended 
from rich Parents, unleſs (which ſeldom happens) 


or her Daughter: Neither the Father himſelf or 


him to ſucceed in the Throne, becauſe they are 


and as Honour and Reputation is more valuable 


* * 
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ing beyond the due Bounds of Inheritance. 


Glory and Grandeur, as their Riches confifts, in 


Coaſt Negroes, let us ſee how the 
behave themſelves in their M 


7 OR 00 


In deficiency of the mentioned Heirs, the Bro 
thers or Siſters take place; but if none of then 
are in Being, then the neareſt Relation to the Mo 


cher of the Pefunct comes in, But there accoun 


of this Subject is ſo perplexed and obſcure, that 
hitherto no European has been able to obtain x 


clear Deſcription of it, as I am certain they ne 
ver will ; notwithſtanding that the Negroes are ſo 


accurately perfect in it, that they never commit am 


Error on this Head: Not but that great Diſpute 
ariſe ſometimes amongſt them on this occaſion; 


but theſe are never owing to their ignorance who i 
the Heir ; but happen from the next Heir's being 
too potent in Men and Arms, and therefore ſtretch: 


have already told you how many Wives the 
Negroes marry ; and herein they place the greatef 


the Multitude of Slaves, though they frequently 


conduce to their ruine, becauſe every Man is ob 


liged to make good the Injury which his Slave 
does; if he is guilty of Theft or Adultery, his Mz 
* obliged to pay the Fine impoſed for hi 


The Negroes are allo reſponſible for their Sons, 


cup 


Nephews, and other Relations; tho? in this cal: 


the Relations help each other by a mutual Contr: 
but ion, each giving ſomething towards it accord- 


ing to his Circamſtances ; which if he ſhould not 
do, the Criminal would be condemned to Deal 
A—_—  : I» 5 

Faving at large deſcribed the 


Marriages of the 
'In-land Negri: 


e 
| s in arrizge-State , and 
what Puniſhment they infli& on Adultery ; fince 


LY 


freed from any Subjection to the Europeans. they 
are more ſevere ow this occafion. © , Bt 
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her Relat 
large Sur 
her Huſb 
Death, a 
al which 
to her H. 


Fd 


I. Mer. x. Gold Coft of Ouinea. 


n He who debauches a Negroes Wife here, is not 
he Bra Noah generally intirely ruined, but his Relations 
of. FN often ſuffer with him: For if the injured Perfon © 


the My be a rich and great Man, he is not contented 
acc 5 with ruining the Malefactor only, but will not 
"FOR he quiet till he hath removed him out of the way; 


© tat i the guilty Perſon is a Slave, his Death is unde- 


le ne- 
'S are ſo 


dun foregoing ſordid manner of trading with their 

21557 Wives uſual on the Coaſt; a Woman caught in Adul- 

whois ll ff is alſo in great danger of her Life, unleſs 

| ke her Relations paci 

Arr ge Summ of V. 

oe” f der Huſbands Slave, is infallibly condemned 10 

ves th BY Death, as well as the Slave her Paramour : beſides 

ak all which, her Relations are obliged to pay a Samm 
vent Every conſiderable Negroe is in this cafe for the 

| 15 1 moſt part his own. Judge; and is he too weak 
Sar one to avenge! himſelf, he calls his Friends to 

is Ma Ins aſſiſtance, who readily lend him their helping- 1 

or his WY band, each being ſure to get ſomething ot tile 
> Compenſation which occurs. 
Som . Theſe Negroes are richer than thoſe who live a- 

is cal: MI angſt us; and therefore a Perſon guilty of this 
ontri- WI. Crime is puniſhed with utmoſt Severity. I have 
-cord- Ml heard of Fines amounting to above five thouſand 


a 1 Pounds Sterling paid on account of Adultery. 


| Beſides Acra, Apam and Core mantyn, there are very 
wy feu places on the Gold Coaft where I have 00 
E 


T the lived, and I do not remember in any of the 


Cnc after having fold all he had in the World to raiſe 
they luch a Summ, would find himſelf not able to do 
n:. But when J talk at this rate, I would except 


mably determined, and that in the moſt craet 


erer to have met with a Negroe who was poſleſs'd ' 


and of ſo large a Fortune; or withany King but what 
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do the Man; yet it by no means deterrs the Wy, 


= liged to content themſelves with one Man am 


to violate their Chaſtity. And though the Youth 
were as chaſt as Jaſeph, and but-ſeen in this Po 


the place where the Perſon on whom they caſt 
their luſtful Eye is uſed to fleep: and if they can 
ſurprize him, they ſteal to and lay themſelves 


after which awaking him, they uſe all their Arts 
to excite him to gratify their Paſſion, and if all 


be believed; and to what a pitch the enraged 


ET. x 
move in 

make ſac} 
prized tog 
witable. 

the is con 
Perſon, a. 
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A Deſcription of the LET; Xn 

the King of Aguamboe, and according to rep 
alſo him of Aeren; which two being join 
polieſs "more Gold than all the reſt together, * 
Notwithſtanding that in the In. land County 
the Puniſhment extends as well to the Woman 


man from the practice of it: And, indeed; ty 
not much to be wonder d, if we conſider that the 
Women are of a Nature ſo much hotter thail the 
Men, and that ten or twenty are frequently db 


them, who is frequently inſufficient for one d 
them : Wherefore they are continually contriving 
how to gain a Lover, and would rather ſuffer Death 
than forbear the delicious Sin: And becauſe the 
Men out of fear of the Puniſhment, are not ealily 
enclined to commit this Crime, the Women omi 
no Stratagem which can allure them. They ar 
ſo very fiery, than if they can get a young Man 
alone they will tear the Cloaths off of his indecent 


Parts, and throw themſelves upon him; ſwearing WF 0 far xc 
' that it he will not yield to their Deſires, they f rn . 


will accuſe him to their : Huſband of Attempts 


paned wit 
pe ble, ; 1 
jet they f 
owever. 
Rulbands, 
end to , 
kbemſelves 
Ught; th 
tus Vice, 
0 none 4 
pretend tc 
Opportuni 
at accou 


Wat Cour, 


ſture, it would not avail to alledge that he came 
there by ſurprize ; not he but the Woman would 


Hatred, or rather wild Frenzy of a diſſatisfied and 
deſpiſed Woman would hurry her, but too plainly 
appears by numerous Inſtances.  _ 

Others of theſe warm Ladies narrowly watch 


ſoftly down by him without his Knowledge ; ſoa 


2 ET. XII. Geld Coaſt of Guinea. | | 
„u dre in vain, they aſſure him that they will 
| report «i ſuch 8 as ſhall occaſion their —.— ſur- 
Jouned qrized together: after which, his Death will be in- 

* Wrizble. Farther to allure him ſhe proteſts that 
ory i is come hither without the Knowledge of any 
— Perſon, and that ſhe can retire without the leaft 
od, 1 Wbipicion of her Huſband or any Body elſe : The 
hat auth thus caught, is obliged to ſatisſie her Luſt 
4 I to free himſelf of her: If it continues a Secret 
Jy o ey continue in the Repetition of their Crime till 

Y 0B: burſts into diſcovery, and they receive their 
w_ Reward, The Men, who by this means, come to 
rip ber End, are really to be pittied, and the Women 
Neat ndeed deſerve ſome tender Thoughts; for they 
fs the eing Fleſh and Blood as the Men, and liable to 
eafily be fa e.weaknefs, tis hard the Men ſhould have 
8 an ch a Prerogative over , them. N If 5 & know | ou 5 
eee well, I. believe that if theſe poor Wretches Gale 
Auna left to you and me, we ſnould make good and 
: an bonourable, Proviſion, that their Grievances ſhould . 
eating f 70 redreſa d, as they ſhould remain fully ſa - 

» they | Tis undeniable that Jealouſie is always accom- 
Sx ranied with Love; theſe two Paſſions ſo being inſe- 
m Py; able, that tho they produce contrary Effects. 
m et they ſeem in reality but the ſame thing. But 


lowever jealous he ck Women are of their 
Halbands, yet they have no ſatisf: action to pre- 
tend to, 15 5 5 Huſbands by diverting 


oy demi ves with other Women, rob them of their 

whe leht; their only Remedy is to wean him from 
watch W's Vice, by agrerable ſoft, and tender Means 
- cat Ir none of them, beſides his chief Wife, dare 
pretend to chide him for it: She, indeed, when 


at account, and threaten him that if he purſues 


When 


20 


Opportunity offers, will charge him ſeverely on 
kat Courſe the will leave him: but this muſt be 
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Derbe uf the LE TN 
when the Man is in a 1 erT, otherwiß 
he won t take it very well. 

Before I advance any farther, I ought to infarn 
ou, that all I impart to you concerning the 

bid Negroes, 1s not the reſult of my own C 

ſervation, ' I never having been at thoſe places 
but is only collected from the Relation of the Ny 
groes that come from thence ; but they are ſigh 
People, that in this and other things I dare aſſug 
my ſelf of the Truth of what they ſay. Howeng 

I don't hand it to you as my own. 

Each Wife is ſure to do her beſt to pleaſe and 
charm her Huſhand, in order* to be prefarel 
above the reſt in his love, and to ſecure to her ſelf 
the preateſt ſhare of Matrimonial Favours, «which 
chiefly depends on the Man's Pleaſure'; thouek 
they generally ſettle an equal Diſtribution 
prevent diſpute ;) ſo that each Wife is obliged 
in Her turn. If the whoſe turn it is, is a Favoufite 
ſhe lies with her Huſband the whole Night; but other 
wiſe when her turn 1s paſt, though perhaps equally 
ſatisfied with Tantalus, ſhe is obliged to retire.” 
The Wife, who is ſo fortunate as tb be big with 
Child, is very much reſpected by her Huſtand ter the x 
and waited on; beſides which, if it is the fs born. 
time, rich Offerings are made to the Falſe- Gir this is 
to obtain her ſafe delivery. The Ceremonies ul or ſever 
on occaſion of a Womans being „ ck; the ft in the ( 

Child, are very fooliſh and ridiculous. As lon Child; 
as they find themſelves pregnant, they are bro Huſbar 

to the Sea - ſhore in order to be waſfied; thoupl 

before ſhe can get thither, ſhe is followed by! 

Freat number of Boys and Girls, who fling Wl 

manner of Dung and Filth at her in her way 
the Sea, where {he is ducked and wathed Cle 

Why this is done I cant tell, unleſs it be becaul 
they vainly believe that if it is omitted, the MHH. 
ther, the Child, or ſome of the Relations, 

certainly die ſoon after. | I 
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* 


e Names beſtowed. on it (though always cal: 


ing che ed by one ;) the firſt is that of the Day of the 

wn ee on which it is born; the next, if a Son, is 

places s Grand-fathers, if a Girl, her Grandmothers 
| Name; though this is not ſtrictly obſerved by the 


| res, ſome of them giving their own' or the 
re allueWhizmes of ſome of their Relations to their Chil- 
Iowere nen: After which their Names increaſe with their 

ars; has any Perſon behav'd himfelf valiantly 
e the War, he obtains a Name derived front . 
reference, as he doth by killing a Chieftain of the 
her fei nemies: Does he kill a wild Ravenous Beaſt, he 
„hies a new Name by it. But twould be a Days 
thong erk to recite all their Names and the Octaſions 
100 fue dem; tis ſufficĩient to tell you, that the number 


obliged biven to ſome Men amonnts to twenty: - - 
Vourite thief of which, and by which he is moſt honour- 


ich is that given him when they are drinking 
palm Wine together in the Market-place. The 
mmon Name by which they are called, is one of 
thoſe given them at their Birth. Some are called 
iter the number of Children that their Mother 


3 Has born, as the eighth, the ninth Or tenth Child 4 
_ — hat this is only when the Mother has born above 


In the Country of Ahe if a Woman has born 
kn Children, ſhe is obliged to be ſeparated. from. 
i Huſband, and live in 2 Solitary Hut remote 
um all the reſt of Mankind, for the ſpace of 42 
ole Year, where ſhe is carefully furniſhed with 
I Neceffaries of Life; after the expiration of 
ls Term, and the performance of all Cuſtomary 
Cremonies, ſhe returns to her Huſband and lives 
im him as before: This is a 3 ſo parti- 
lar, that I don't know any Nation beſides 
Nere tis in uſe; and oy tis practiſed Here I ay 
Mt | e 8 
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Perſtitiou Opinion, 


extending it ſelf from one Country 


of ute of che LET. 

allo ignorant, unleſs it he grounded on ſome 9 
80 Jin that it will defend them fran 
When the Cuſtom of Women is upon, thy 
Female Sex, they are not only eſteemed unclem 


not ſuffered to go into another Man 


— Wn.” 


and ſeparated from their Huſhand, but they an 
| er 


to lodge, and are conſequently obliged to remain 
in a {mall Hut near their Fathers or Huſban 


43 
8 
1 
8. K N 1 4 
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The ren are not circumciſed amy whey 


on the Gold Coaſt, but at Acra. But whence th 


— 


Cuſtoin of holding Women unclean, and Circum 


cCiſing of Children, ſhould be derived from, I own 


I cannot, tell; to carry it up as high as the 9. 
daick Times ſeems to me too farr: Tho ſeweni 
Europeaus favour this Aſſertion, urging, that the 
Iegroes {ll retain ſeveral Laws and. Cuſtom 
which Gvour of Judaiſin, as that laſt mention, 
the Honouring of the Moon at the time whe 
Few, n their Feſtival , the marrying 
of their Brothers Wife, and ſeveral more, Which 


F 


Tem the ſame in effect, as well as the Names, df 


which. here are ſeveral which occur in the Old 
Teſtament. But all this cannot in the leaſt in- 
cline me. to their Opinion; I ſheuld be more 
eaſily perſuaded that they had all theſe from the 


 Mahometans, whoſe Religion is a mere Rhaplod 


n 


of Chriſtianity, Judaiſin and Heat beniſin; Wh 

je Country to anothe, 
might probably reach hither: this conjectur 
being conſiderably ſtrengthened from the Native 
of Ardra and TA their being cuſtomed to Trade 
ſeveral hundred Miles 1 till they come to the 


Barbary Coaſt ; and not improbably to the Aer 
Country. 


Which being granted, tis not Unnatt 


ral to ſuppoſe they may Have learned and brougt 


hawne fee Fragments of their Religion, =, | 
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ſome SW But to return to our Subject. Several of each 
er here live Unmarried, at leaſt for ſome time, 
tho! commonly the number of ſingle Women ex- 
teds that of ſingle Men; and that for Reaſons 
hereafter to be told; and yet very few Neegroes 
die, unleſs it be very young, Unmarried. The 
lei Men marry as ſoon as they can raiſe Money to 
o remain defray the Wedding · Charges; which being fo ver x 
Auſbang inconſiderable a the common People, they get 


a Vife very ſoon. The Children of the Chief or 
Y Wher Rich People, whoſe Relations are inclined to it, 
Yence th and want no Money, are frequently married be- 
Circun-Wf pre they become af e with the diſtinction 
„Janet Sexes: Further, ſeveral Families willing to be 
the Fi MY more nearly allyed, rn marry their 
> feveral Children as ſoon as they are born, without any 
other Ceremony than the agreement of Parents on | 


Culions BW both des. F 3 
notion, BY The Reaſons why the Women here con- 
e wha ime longeft unmarried, &s, firſt, becanſs thar 
UT ing they live 2 more free and | pleaſant Life, than 
he when married, being now at perfect liberty to ad- 
mes, al mit the embraces of any or ſeveral Men, if they 
de Old pleaſe, Theſe fort of Women generally marry 
eaſt in anongſt common People, and ſeldom content 
me themſelves with their Huſbands alone. 
15 - The ſecond Reaſon is, the vaſt Multitude of 
P10 Women ; their number much exceeds that of the 
en Men, which obliges them to ſtay till they ars 


nother, BY ited. Tho this long waiting becomes leſs Irk-. 
Jecure BY Come, becauſe it is ho manner of Scandal to flay 
__ ther Appetites as often as they think fit: Nor are. 
2 they therefore rudely accounted Whores; but on 
30 the contrary, are always thought as fitting to be 
Moors Choſe for Wives as any other; and accordingly in 
" their Turn get Huſbands as well as the reſt. J 

ug WY In the Countries of Eguira, Abocroe, Aucober, 
ul” 7 
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mile Slave, or elſe the Manceroes buy one them. 
ſelves. The Woman ſo bought, is brought to 


4 Deſcription of the IE T. l 
never marry, and who only are called Whores; 
being initiated in that Trade in, the following 
When the Manceroes find they want a common 
Whore, they go and petition the Caboceroes that 
they will pleaſe, graciouſly to buy one for the 


a 


publick: Upon Which they buy a beautiful Fe. 


the publick Market- place, accompanied with an. 
other already experienced in that Trade, in or- 


der to inſtruct her how ſhe ſhould deport her ſelf 


for the future: Which being perfectly accompliſh 
ed, the Novice is {ineared all over with Earth, 
and ſeveral Offefings offered for her ſucceſs in 


| Her future Occupation. This over, a little Boy, 


yet immature for Love Affairs, makes a feint or te. 
preſentation of lying with her before all the People; 
by which ' tis hinted to her that from this time 
forwards, ſhe is obliged to receive all Perſons in- 
diſtinguiſhable who offer themſelves to her, not 
excepting little Boys. Then a little ont of the 
way, a {mall Hut 1s built for her ; 'in which ſhe 
is obliged to confine her felf for eight or ten 
Days, and lyewith every Man who comes thither: 
After which, ſhe obtains the Honourable Name ot 
Abelcre or Abelecre, ſignifying a common Whore; 
and ſhe has a Uwelling-place aſſign d her near one of 


her Maſters, or in a particular place in the Town, 


ſhe being for the remainder of her Life obliged 


| to refuſe no Man the uſe of her Body, though 


he offers never ſo ſmall a Sum ; which feldom 
amounts to above one Penny; and if any Body 
1s ſo well pleaſed with his Entertainment, as to 


$ 


obliged to it. 


Hach of the above. mentioned Towns, has two 
er three of theſe miſerable Wretches, according 
FED IDS SS | th - 0 | i 83 "I 8 OF, | "I to 
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give more, tis owing to his Civility, for he is not 
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hore, to their largeneſs. The Money that they get - i 
0008 Wl hey bring to their Maſters, who return them ſo q 

"mma much out of it as is neceſſary to ſubſiſt them in 

es 5 Cloaths and Neceſſaries. 1 3 eee e ES; +; | 
for ie Theſe Women are very miſerable when the 

ul b have caught any Venereal Infection: From whi 

"a ey ſeldom eſcape long free; for proſtituting 

5 Big themſelves as well to the unſound as ſound, they =_ 

5 are in continual danger; and being once ſeized . | = 
in a. J Diſtemper ir muft take its courſe ; for it ſel. 

hep (ip dom happens that any Body is touched with any = 

nol. concern for her, not ſo much as her own Maſter _ 
Fark w hom ſhe belongs : For as ſoon'as the gain be. 

ceſs in ens to ceaſe, they withdraw "their Hands, and 

e Bor ver fo much as take the leaſt care of her 3 

bag Wt thus cheſs unhappy Creatures om to a miſe | 

Pt: Ahle end DEST IST 03 415 208 Ts | ia 

Ss But as long as they are Sund and in their 

ons in. Flower, they are in very great eſteem: And tis 


impoſſible to afflict a Land or Town more ſenſibly 


7, 00) i han by ſeizing-theſe Creatures. For Example 
by leizing- eatures. For Example 

5 L 1 if our Factor at Axim have any diſpute with his : 

5 11 Subordinate + Negroes; no way will more effeCtual- 


ly bring them to Reaſon than by taking one of 


. x 
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4 5 theſe Whores into Cuſtody, an 4. confining her 
hore. In the Fort: For as ſoon as this News reaches 
dne te Aanceroes Ears, they 0 with flying Sails to þ 
755 the Caboceroes, and earneſtly defire them to give : 
boo de Factor Satisfaction, that they may have their 2 
bag Whores ſet at liberty again; urging as a Reaſon 5 
idem ry they requeſt it in ſuch a preſſing manner, - 
Jon e uring their -Impriſonment, thoſe Men who 

7 a no Wiyes, will be put to the utmoſt neceſſity 
"ot ira Woman, and be prompted to run the'danger 1 
5 not er lying with Mens Wives. This I can afftire 1 
« two bu of the Truth of by my own Experience,” ha- 1 
ding ine had more than one 3 of it; for at one Y 
6% me ſecuring — 9's, and at the „ 
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dr three Whores, I found hardly any Body beſide 
their own Relations concerned for the forme; 
but on account of the other, the whole Villay 
came upon their Knees; and every Body, though 
He had no particular Intereſt in it, was very mug 
concerned for their Liberty. 
The Countries of Comma, Elnina, Fetu, Sutz 
Fantyn, &c. have none of theſe Whores, and yy 
a young Rake is not much put to it, for there i; 
no want of Unmarried Women, and they without 
any diſtinction, than that of being too yours, 
are a moſt all Whores, tho* they indeed don! 
bear that Name, and can diſpute the price d 
their Favours, as not being obliged to beftoy 
them on every Perſon who aſks them, but ac 
cording to their own Inclination. But indeed, 
as to the price, they are ſo very reaſonable, that 
they ſeldom occaſion any diſpute on that Head: 
And if this is not ſufficient relief for the young 
Sparks, there are yet old Matrons who breed up 
whole Schools full of the handſomeſt they an 
In Fida and the Country about it, and in all in 
Land of Fida, is a very great plenty of thel 
Whores, and at a cheaper price than on the Gold 
Coaſt. 


| In Fida I have ſeen. a vaſt Multitude of 
Huts, not above ten Foots long and fix broad, ply 
| ced near the great Roads throughout the whole 
Country; in which thoſe Women are obliged to 
ply, at their appointed Days in the Week forthe 
relief. of all * N . Countries 
ery populous $ , the Slaves vaſtly numerous, UW 
& married Women kept up New ſtrict; thel 
Whores on thoſe Days muſt of neceſſity be ve!) 


well tired: I have been aſſured that ſome d 
them. hath lain with thirty Men on a Day. 
Tivia was alive, I ſhould aſk her whether thi 

3s not ſufficient to ſatisfie them; but * 


will not 
latter to 
form yo 
the leaft 
for this 


they buy 


promiſe 

The. 
ſame w 
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mne. ; „ . LES 
What I have related ſeems indeed incredible; 
and yet no Body doubts it in the Teaſt here: 
Their common price is three little Shells, cal- 
ed Boeſjes, and by us Cuurits, worth here about 
a Farthing. This is an eſtabliſned Price; out 
of ch by are obliged to ſubſiſt themſelves, - 
the and beſides may work on other Days if they 
" without pals for as no Body has any propriety in 


o young, here, fo they have no Superviſors, nor are 
d dont they ſolemnly initiated on the Gold Coaſt: But 
Price of MF tis cuſtomary for ſome of the moſt (conſiderable 
bel and rich Nero Ladies, when tying upon their 
but a0 Death-bed, to buy ſome of theſe Foreign Female 
indeed i Slaves, and make à Prefent of them to the Pub- 
le, the lick; which theſe tender-hearted Gentlewomen 
t Head: take for 2 great work! of Mercy and Charity, as 
e young ſome People in Europe do the buying Maſſes for 
reed up BY the Souls in Purgatory : Which is moſt effectual I 
ey cu will not pretend to determine; but leaving the 
15 latter to take care of themſelves, I ſhall only in- 
1 all the BY form you that theſe Ladies firmly believe, without 
F the BY the leaft doubt, they ſhall receive their Reward 
e Gold BY for this in the other Life; and the more Whores 
tude of WY they buy for the Publick the greater Reward they 
id, ph. promiſe themſelves. yo 
whole The latter end of theſe Whores is much the 
ged to ame with thoſe on the Gold Coaſt, wretched 


for the and miſerable, and rather to a greater degree; 
„ they being here obliged to more Fatigue, and con- 
5 U 


oe iin Bel " 2x * 27 1 R EEE 7 
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ſequently ſooner infected and worn out, and con- 


theſ⸗ ſequently are ſmothered in Acherons Pool very 
vel) young; and ſeldom arriving to a moderate Age. 
ne of BY Thus I have detained you a tedious while on 
AM the Marriages of the Negroes, and expoſed to your 
th WY view all our Venereal Ware-houſes, and all their 
being BY - contain'd Stores. I ſhonld find my ſelf very much 
ud | : „ de- 


216 244 . 
deceived, if my manner of handling this Subjeq 


* 


had committed a fort of violence on my ſelf, hay 


Diſcuſſion of it to theſe ly, Hypocrites who hui 


obliged to ſpeak of theſe Matters, I cho 
it in a, ſort of Railery, which did not uſe to 
8 prove diſagreeable to either of us. And according 


4 Deſcription of te I. E T. Il 
throughout ſhou'd in the leaſt diſguſt you; Fm 


had I the leaſt Reaſon to believe you tainted wit, 


any obſolete preciſe Affectation, I would, tho} 


treated theſe Matters in a much graver manner; 
But I cannot believe you ſo ſoon or fo much alter 
ed; this Subject being naturally ſomewhat Luf 
cious, I remember that formerly we. uſed t 
talk on it ina rallying manner, leaving the ſerioy 


rather act than talk. Still Waters have deep bet. 
toms : And this is the true Reaſon why, being 
to do 


* 


to cannot doubt your Approbation in yout an- 
wer to this; aſſuring you nothing ſhall ever be 


- wanting on my part to continue me your Friend, 


1 g » : - 2 | : F 75 ® "BK 3 
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; To which is added | „ 
1 Juſt Repreſentation > 


OF B 


SLAVE. TRADE, 


And a general Account of the Slave Coaſt, 
the Country of Ardra : Together with a 
circular Tar made by the Author in te 
Year 1698. to Rio de Gabon, Cabo-Lopes . 
a; Gonſalvez,, the Iſlands of St. Tome and 
E 3 9 his return to * l 
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How the Negroes deport zdf to the Sid, 
They do not So. on Medicinal Nen. 
be. alone; but make Offerings to their God; 
on account of the Sick : What theſe conjif 

„%. Their Gratatudeto Phyſicians; which 
45 Frequently change, and renew thi 
Offerings. The Sf ade "alſo make Offering 

for their European Maſters ; ; Aud the Mu. 
latto Women for br their Husbands: which i 
likewiſe approved by ſome Europeans. Thi 

_ 74 Reeder + ; which though they ſee 
contradifory to the ends 5 — 

Adwiniftred, tly fuc 
great Efficaty 7 — in Ds 
us and even in * "The — 


be Sick, 
| Reme- 


ir God: 


e confi 


which 


own Country, or at leaſt that their Bones 


ifter the Canſe of any Perſons Death. Their | 


Queſtiont put to the Dead and their Falſe- 


God; with the Reſponſes. An Accident 
on that account which befel one of the Au- 
thor's Servants. The Aſſertion of ſome who 
affirm that the Negroes 4% Advice of the 
Devil, confuted » And a relation how their 


Queſtions to the Dead are managed. The 
' Shaving of the Wonren on occcafion of the 


Death of their Hucbande : Cleanſing the 
dead Body. A Deſcription of their manner 
of burying. the Dead. Pompoas Funerals 


ef the principal People. How they preſerve 


the Corps from rotting fe everal Months above 
Ground. Living Men ſacrificd for the 


| Dead e The Cruelty attending that Cuſtom, 


4 the Author himſelf has obſerv d. Their 
building of a Hut on the Grave; and the 


Opinion of ſome Writers on that Subje& 
. contradicted. The Funeral Ceremonies re- 


nemecl one Tear dfter the Deceaſe. The 
ous to be buryed in their 


may be brought thither 5 and how that ir 


managed. 


e FIR 2 a 4 1 


Vnce my laſt, and about a Month paſt, I was - 
honoured with yours of the 25th——'Tis a 
common Proverb, that long Faſting never ſaves 


bread,” the Truth of which I find at preſent con- 
irm'd ; I can ſee by your Letter, that you made 
ule of the Pen of 2 ready Writer, and that the 


„ 
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N ages, c. I hope you have received ſome of them 
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Complaints of my laſt were very ſeaſonable; 
and cannot but acknowledge full ſatisfaction with. 
out giving you any further trouble in excuſing 
your Negligence. I am glad you and your Lady 
are well in Health, and pray Heaven you may 
both ſo continue for a long Series of Years. 
 *Tis very agreeable News to me, that you have 
received mine of —— and the reſt, which with the 
four former compleat the Account of that part of 
the Coaſt; and are alſo ſatisfied with my manner 
of deſcribing our Trade there, and which is yet 
more, ſeem ſo agree with my Opinion, and pro- 
miſe to propoſe my ſketch of Improvements and 
Amendments to the Companies Conſideration : 
I with both you and it a favourable Reception 
at their Board, and hope they will make ſuch 
Reſolutions as ſhall undoubtedly tend to the 


I am not at all ſurprized that the Government 


only that I had hinted it to you, 
thould take ſo much pains to no purpoſe : How: 
ever I hope for the beſt, and that I ſhall: ſoon be 
informed of your Progreſs therein. 
The Letters which I have ſent you ſince thole 
you have already received of mine, are five in 
number. Treating of 1. The Infalubrity of; this 
Country, and wherein it conſiſts : 2. Treats con. 
cerning the Nature of the Inhabitants at large? 
3. Of their Religion: 4. Of their Government, 
Wars, Power of their Kings; which is followed 
by the fifth and laſt, treating of their Mart 


before now, and that the remainder will followi 
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ie dme; but for fear any ſhould, unhappily 
with. Finicarry, I herewith ſend you the Copies of 
Gem. _ „ EO nog 55 
150 Death being the Period of all Humane Affairs, 
| may ſhall conclude "my Deſcription of theſe Nations, 
" ith. a ſhort diſcuſſion of that Subject; after 

a have Which you will not be troubled with any more than 
th the ire Letters from me; one concerning the wild 
art of nd tame Quadrupedes of this Country, the ſe- 


ond of the Fowls, Inſects and Fiſhes, and the 


's yet l of Vegetables : Unlefs I can think of any 
d p. ber thing, and then you may be ſure not to 
ts. and Wi of it. 5 JED, „ 
ation: But to return to our Deſign. Let us examine 
eption bat Cuſtoms are uſual amongſt the Negroes on 
«fc Pccaſion of Sickneſs, Death and Buryin 


Any Negroe falling ſick here is ailipently enough 


0 the 

. WWitnded, in proportion to his Cucumſtances : 
nment Wor, as I have formerly hinted, they are all 
ron; 1 much afraid of Death; in which they are 
vill be et much in the wrong, conſidering that but once 
zotbut Wo die, 15 for ever to be buried in Oblivion. Actu- 
-"pood fd by this Principle, they leave no means uneſ- 


„not yed which may contribute to the extending the 
2 yo fred of Life to 2s great 2 Jength as poſſible 
How. nd had they the ſame Notion of the three Fatal 
don be ters as the Antient Greeks, I doubt not but 
ee would have been the Goddeſſes to which the 
thoſe alt part of their Offerings would have been 
five in CCC | 
FF. this In Sickneſs (in which they agree with all the 


it of the World) they firſt have recourſe to Re- 


hd 
large: dies However, not thinking them ſufficient 
nment, ene to preſerve Life and reſtore Health, they 

lowed bply their falſe- and ſuperſtitious Religious Wor- 


Ip, as more effectual to thoſe Ends: And what 
f them tributes to the promotion of this Cuſtom, is, 
los he who here acts the part of a Doctor, is alſo 
„ e * 


? 
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2 Feticheer or Prieft ; who conſequentfy does ny 


ſome Offerings made to the Falſe God in erde 


be, Gold, Cloath, Drink, and other ſuch lite 


alters the meaſure of theſe Cheats, who always 
conſider whether the Man be in condition to ber Europe 
this charge: And herein they are indeed to h 


may pretend, that when cured, the ſight of ths 
Doctor and the Devil are equally welcome 
' them; they onthecontray are very far from Ip! 


LET. > 

But do 
grow WO! 
continue | 
8 01 
It frequ 
charged u 
in his ſtea 


well how 


A Deſeription of be L FT. XII ö 


find it very difficult to perſwade the Patient 
Relations, that he cannot be recovered  withayt 


to appeaſe him: And they being ftrongly bent to 
Superſtition, and immediately ready to follow the 
Prieft's Advice, accordingly defire him to eh 
quire of their God what he would pleaſe to haye 
The Prieſt to be ſure is not e in thy 
Affair, where the Profit accrues to him; hut a 
ſoon as poſſible puts his Cheats in practice; and f 
after his pretended Enquiry, he informs them that I Tche, it 
they muft offer a Sheep, Hog, Cock, Dog, Cat, nd decr) 
or whatever he likes delt; which Tometimes may 


good things beſides; which are always proportion im in w 
ed to the Ability of the Perſon to be ſerved ; for tat I Seat A 


preferred to ſome Romiſh Priefts, ' whoſe indiſtn- 
guiſhing exorbitant price of Soul-Mailes ruin ſe Segen 
Bon Ä 7 


22 F Tc cc Hoe : 

Whatever the Prieſt requires, the Negroes free "ty tim 
ly part with; and he knows to whit uſe to put it al and 
If the Patient ſhortly after recovers, either are ſo 
Virtue of Nature's kindly Affiſtance, or iet they f 


Efficacy of the Medicines adminiſtred, thy 
Prieſt or Doctor is ſure not to remain unrewarded: 
For whatever Mr. William Godſchalk-van-Fokkening 


gratitude on theſe occaſions. . 


And indeed his Senſe turn'd quite contrary, Mind upor 
rather true of them, they being no ſooner recht 8 Pe 
ed, bat they extol their Phyſician up to Affe the 1 


Heavens. 
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gur worſe'; freſh Offerings are made, which 


continue till the Patient is reftored to his priſtine 
Health, or dyes. Rs 7 

It frequently happens that one Phyſician is diſ- 
charged with a good Reward, and another called 


bins In his ſtead, who begins a-new, and knows ver 
15 th wo to make his advantage of his Patient's 

ut SS ea ee ed a. 
u His firſt buſineſs, juſt like the Phyſicians in 
m that ncpe, is to condemn his Predeceſſors Method, 
„ Cx i id decry him as an ignorant Pretender: Upon 
s nay ich new and very expenſive Offerings are to be 
} Hide; for this new Comer fearing the Fate of 
ort im in whoſe place he came, endeavours to make 
tht Bs great Advantage as is poſſible in his time; to 
alway ; end he makes uſe of ſuch cunning Frauds, that 
to bear ur Europeans, though bad enough, would be put 
| to by ut of countenance by em. But pray, Sir, don't 
\diftin ke this to be aimed at you: No, it cannot touch 

e honeſt Phyſician, and ſuch I take you for. 


os fle enty times or more ſucceſſively, and at a con- 
put it isl and greater charge than with us; the Ne. 
ther by e are ſo ſtrangely hy ney: to theſe Offerings, 

or the .* they ſeveral times force the Prieſts to make 


; the em, f | | | | 
arded: WW. The Boys, which are either Slaves or Servants 
lab b the Europeans, if they think they have a good 
- of the alter, will as ſoon as he is ſeized by the leaſt 
ome 0 a without his Knowledge, go to the 
om In delts to make Offerings for him, that he may 


But does the Diſcaſe increaſe and the Patient 
ne more expenſive than the former: So that theſe 


This change of Phyſicians ſometimes happens 


euer his Health: And accordingly we have 


rary, ond upon the Beds or in the Chambers of our 
recover eke People, ſome things conſecrated or charm- 
to de by the Prieſt, laid there on purpoſe to defend 


# 


ci Maſter from Death : And becauſb they” 


know | 


„ 


nnn. NY 
8 E 
* 


know we are always diſpleaſed at it, they alwa 
do it in private, and conceal it fo well, that th 


impoſſible for us to diſcover it before the Perſon i 
dead, and they have had no time to remoy 


The Maulatto Women (of whom I have formg. 


ly ſaid ſomething ) who would fain paſs for 
Chriſtians , than which they are nothing le 
are extravagantly addicted to this Superſtition : If 
one of them is married to or kept by an Ears 
pean, who loves and pays her well; if he fall 
ſick ſhe never fails to make rich Offerings to the 
Prieft, with much warmer Zeal and ſtronger Re 
liance on the Succeſs of them, than the Nero: 


themſelves : But what is moſt deplorable and de 


teſtable, - is, that here are even ſome Enropean, 
who not only think favourably of, and believe 


this Idolatrous Worthip effectual, but inſtigate theit 


Servants to it; and are likewife grown very fond 
of wearing ſome Trifles about their Bodies, which 
are conſecrated or conjured by the Prieſt. 

The chief Medicaments here in uſe; are firſt and 
more eſpecially Limon or Lime-Juice, Malaget 
otherwiſe called the Grains of Paradiſe, or the 
Cardamom, the Roots, Branches, and Gummy 
of Trees, about thirty ſeveral ſorts of green Herbs, 
which are impregnated with an extraordinary $ 


native Virtue. 


The Remedies uſed here frequently ſeem per 


nicious in the caſe wherein they are given, aud: 


which - pleaſe 
Medicaments. 


yet are found very ſucceſsful, as an Inſtance of 
to take one of the moſt common 


4 » 
5 3 
p 


In-caſe of a violent Cholick, they give to drink 
Morning and Evening for ſeveral Days ſucceſſive 
ly a good Calabaſh of Lime Juice and Malagel 


mixt, and in other Diſeaſes full as contradiQory 
| Ingredients. But this is out of my 8 
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LET. XIII. a Coaſt of of end 
al alk of theſe things: W lee: I fhall rather | 
ONO Rave it to you and others better udges: than my 


elk; and only add, that how conttadictory and 
Perſon iy 1 ſoever theſe. Med cines may ſeem, yet L 


mon ve ſcen ſeveral of our Country Men cured by 
for them, when our own, Phyſi ci NS Were at 4 101 
paſs for what to do. pes | 


The green Herbs, tlie principal Remedy in uſe 
10 10 inongft the Negroes, are of ſuch 1 Effi- 
acy, tliat tis much to be deplored that no Euro. 
2 Phyſicians has yet app! Iyed himſelf to the dif- 
corery of their Nature and Virtus; for I don t 
ly. imagine, but firmly believe, that they- 
would. prove more ſucceſsful in the. Practice of 
and de. {MP byfick than the European Preparations, eſpecial- 
15 this Country, becauſe before. they reach! us 


Wieden have oft all their Virtue, and are moſtly 
ate thei 3 Beſides which, our Conſtitution is in 
ry fond ſome.meaſure changed here by the Climate; and 


7 therefore this Count Remadics, in all robab = 
__ ty, are better for! Bodies than the "ths" Tr | 


$040 
— 


WM 
Aalage g Thoſe who are to K de to this ear 55 
or lief they pleaſe, dal en to explore theſe Bin 
Gumm fer my 77775 L Thall, fr take my leave of thein, 
Here ea, 9. 2 informi the better oo, evince the 
fficacy "bf 5 + Herbs, that 1 have fin 


iy ones obler e the Negroes cure 1770 great an, 
dangerous Wounds With them, that 1 Ave 


em per Wal 

n. aud mazed theret. Ka 
ance d. After all the Wie ul Ma % Rave 
Is ben tryed and prove ineffectual,” and the Patien 


apires ; this fürnihes his Relations with. freſh 


> drink buſineſs ; ; they are now to. enquire into his Death, 
Ceſſir ar why he would ary For thoagh: tis probabls 
Jalaget and apparent that he dyed a Nathral Death, oc- 


taſoned either = Sickneſs," extreme old Age : 
e or ſom * Dil emper, this wi wo 
10 


are 
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not ſatisfie rap in the leaſt ; it muſt certainly 
proceed from ſome other Cauſe, according to the 
Proverb, Death is never without « Cauſe ; which i 
no where in the World better believed than here 
Immediately the Prieft and the Relations mut 
enquire whether the deceaſed was ever perjured in 
his Life; if he was, they believe they have diſco. 
vered the Cauſe of his Death, which was 2 Pu- 
niſhment to the Perjury: But if he be found in 
nocent of this, the next inqueſt to be made i 
whether he had any powerful Enemies, who may 
have laid Fetiche's in his way, which might 
occaſion his Death (theſe Fetiches I have beter 
deſcribed ;) upon which ſometimes ſome of hy 
Enemies are attacked and examined very cloſely; 
and if he has been accuſtomed to ſuch Practict 


I cannot here | paſs by what happened to my 
ſelf eight Years paſt, when I was at Am; I wa 


adviſed, in order to the Advancement of the Com. 


Dinlira; in purſuance of which, I ſent one of 
„. Servants with a handſome Preſent to him, 
who received him and the Preſent very civil, 
and was very well pleaſed with both. The Bra. 
denburghers had alſo ſent one of their young Men 
with a Preſent to him at the ſame time; whom 
this King received, as well as his Preſent, withvery 
great marks of Friendſhip, he deſiring to live ina 
good Underſtanding with the Emropeans.” Both 
. . theſe Servants waited at this Princes's Court, ex. 
pecting that he by the firſt Convenience ſhould 
1 them both to their Maſters; but after 
Tel 
vain, e died: Which Accident expoſed ther 


* 
* 


Lives to the utmoſt danger; for the Relations af 


2 * 


| the Deceaſtd, ridiculouſly ſppoſing they ju 


cho never ſo long paſt, he will hardly come of 


pms Trade, to ſend a Meſſenger to the King of 


ding there in Expectation about fix Weeks in 


7 : 4 
i 
\ 1 
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after which they made enquiry by their Prieſts 


time ſo honeſt that in appearance, according to 
their Religious Rites, they pronounced them 1 in- 
nocent and declared them free; upon which they 


their dreaded Death, and afterwards diſpatched 
back to us with Preſents. By this you may ſee 
how we fall into danger here in this Country, 


how to ceturn where I left off; - 

If there be no ſuſpicion of Po) ſon, TI en- 
quiry is made if his Wives, Children and other 
erſons about him, and his Slaves, have attended 
bm with due care, or been liberal enough in 
their Offerings: But if no deficiency can 
e here found, and conſequently the Cauſe 
f the Perſon? s Death is yet undiſcovered; 
hen they have recourſe to the moſt common 


Man died becauſe he was deficient in the perforn 
unce of his Religious 1 85 Which we have al 
eady deſcribed at 1 


um mals he died: If you alk who 1 is the Reſpon- 
„I delieve that Simon de Ures, who always 
oge the Devil in for à ſhare of the Play, 26 
ery frequently converfing with Men, would 
ly, Of rather e wear; that he, in the ſhape of the 
Nceeaſed or their Falſe God makes the Anfwer : 
pt if you would have m Sentiments, I really 
lieve the Dead, the Devil, and the Falſe God, 
ge all three equally Dumb, aud therefore Fat | 
ble of e But th true Anſwerer is 
* Roguih" Prieft himfelf bnly; who informs 
r Relations as it beſt ſuits his Intereſts ; 1 
nl 


Q 2 


RE. 
xcafioned his Death, ſeized and bound them 


whether the Preſent they brought were not poy- 
ſoned or conjured :* But theſe Cheats were at this 


were iminediately releaſed, and delivered Fo : 


vithout the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect or fear it. But I 


me *Y Refuge, which is always at hand; the 


| Then the Prieft-goes to the dead Perſan add a 


r GC SIE Ons A arts on 
2 « a * * Is 
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always adjuſt their Affairs. 


to their Prieſts, without ever ſo much as thinkin 
8 den or doubtful Caſes do they afl Advice of h 
or oblige themſelves to ſquare their Affair toi 


nin ſeveral Manners: For Inſtance, ſome Me 


| Civer : | otherwiſe they ſtand ſtill. 


SD, . # F OY 4 h 
L 
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chat his God and the Dead have mads fic 
Anſwers; which. to be ſure, as before, are thoſ 


which, agree beſt with their Ends, and ſeem 
to have the greateſt appearance of Truth. Thi 


of ne the Prieſt paſſes for  unqueſtion 


able Truth; and according to what he lays they 


i * 


8 : But n ow | re ember, that I have found it in z 


certain Author, or rather more than one, lil 


down as a poſitive Aſſer tion, that the Negroes in 


doubtful Caſes, directly apply themſelves to th 


Devil and aſk Advice of him, governing then 


ſelves according to his Anſwer.: But on m 
own... Experience, +I can aſſure you, that ty 
_ utterly falſe and groundleſs; and what is mol 
commendable in them, is, that they do not deſu 


ſuch a near Acquaintance with the Devil; a 
all their Queſtions of Moment in time of nee 
are addreſt to their Falſe God, or rather in eff 


of the Devil or his Attendants; much leſs in hid 


- : 


Rule of his Anſwer. 


The cuſtomary Queſtions to the Dead are pu 


take the dead Body in preſence of the Prieſt i 
On their Shoulders; an then tis ! aſked, Did 0 
vou dye for ſuch a. Cauſe? If he did, the Ma 
who hold him, by I know not what hidden in 
pulſe, are obliged to incline the Body towards 
Querent ; which is taken for an affirmative 4 


* - 
bt 
2 
1 


1 


7 


As ſoon as the ſick Perſon is expired, they 
up ſuch a diſmal Crying, Lamentation al 
Squeaking, that the whole Town is filled with 

by which "tis ſoon. publiſhed that ſome Bot 


} 
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de fach hrely dead: beſides which, the Youth of the De- 
are thoſe ceaſed's Acquaintance generally pay their laſt Duty 
d ſeem of Reſpect to him, by firing ſeveral Muſquet-Shot. 
- Thu it the Deceaſed be a Man, his Wives immedi- 
queſtion Wtely. ſhave their Heads very. cloſe, and ſimear 


ys they 
- .*- Mvorn-out. Garment ; thus adjuſted t 


dit in fret like mad Women, or rather She-Furies, 
ne, -ladWyith their Hair hanging upon their Cloaths ; with- 


Vegroes in 


| making a very diſmal and lamentable Noiſe, 
es to the 


their Bodies with white Earth, and put on an 3 2 
ey run about 


continually repeating the Name of the Dead, and 


229 


ng them eciting the great Actions of his paſt Life: And 
on Mis confuſed Tumultuary Noiſe of the Women 
that Malts ſeveral Days ſucceſſively, even till the Corps 

18 .moif s buried. „ 7284 i 243A | by 5 
ot deu i a principal Man is killed in Battle, and his 
vil; auCompanions have no Opportunity, by reaſon of 
of nealſhde continuance of the War, to ſecure, hide or 
in efiWMhury his Body (for the Funeral Ri tes muſt be per- 
thinkinMformed in their own Country) his Wives are then 

s in hiebliged in all that interval, to be in Mourning, 

e of mim nd a horn Head, though Fry permit the Hair 
urs too grow again where Modeſty does not allow me 
e qa more plainly. - e 
d are . A long time after, perhaps ten or twelve Years, 
me Mel 


Opportunity offers, the Funeral Ceremonies are 


rieſt enewed, with the fame Pomp and Splendour as 
Did m they had died a few Days paſt: On whichioc- | 
the Ma afion alſo his Wives again put on their Mourning, 
Aden I eanſe ad adjuſt themſelves as before. 
wards M Whilft the Women are lamenting abroad, 
ate Age neareſt-Relations fit by the Corps, making a 
nal Noiſe, waſhing and cleanſing themſelves, - 
they ad farther performing the uſual Ceremonies: The 
100, A ittant Relations alſo aſſemble from all Places, to 
a wih e preſent at theſe Mourning Rites ; he that is negli- 

6 Bod Agent herein being ſure to bleed very freely if he 

-  btaWennot urge lawful Reaſons for his abſencde. 
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nation a whole Year above Ground; and to prevent Putri- 


ndy, fu faction, they lay the Cons upon a wooden Utentfil | 
h tis I like a Grid. Iron; which they put over a very 
ave wil gentle clear Fire, that by flow degrees dries it: 
1s Natun Others interr their Dead privately in their own | 


ds to hi 
ts of Per 


the Corps in the foriner manner, and that in due 


ine int performed. The Day being come when the King 
ſo that b to be publickly buried, _publick notice thereot 
able: F ;; given, not only to the People of his own Na- 
when put tion, but other Countries; which occaſions ſich a 


: Cloaths vaſt Concourſe; as is really urprizing, each being 
which WY curious enough-to come to fee the Funeral Solem- 


Te, au nities; and it is certainly very wall worth While; 
anto th fnce on this occaſion every Body is as richly 
a, the habited] as poſſible, and one may fee more Pomp 

r them. 


urniture leveral Fes ; ET ET. 
eaſed l in fach F unerals as theſe, ſeveral Slaves of the 
Cy. A Deceaſed are killed and ſacrificd on his account, 
nds m in order to ach; wy in Fr other 8 ; 4 are 
orps a allo and eſpecially the Boſſums, or thoſe which hie in 
Soldier his Life had dedieated to his Falfe God, being 


and di one of his Wives, and one of his principal Ser- 


2 hig vants: But what is moſt abominable, is that ſe- 
en and 


veral- poor wretched Men, who through Age or 

WE ate 8 incapable of Labour, are 

old on purpoſe to be made Victims in theſe ac- 
Tis a moſt deplorable Spectacle to ſee theſe 


ſome be 
loud a 
oud; 


ery 0 miſerable Creatures killed in the moſt barbarots | 
loule u Manner in the World; what with Hacking, Pier- 
Laſts icing, Tormenting, &c. they endure a Thoulatid | 


n 2 FO Twas not without the utmoſt Horrour that I 
law eleven Perſons killed in this manner z amongft 


„ -  _ 


Thy 


RE. 
ce of tie They ſometimes keepa King or a very great Perſon - | 


Houſes, though they give out that oy: preſerve + 
time they will fee the Funeral Rites ſolemnly 


and Splendour in one Day, than at other times in 
3 8 POLES: 
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Iock. 


' believe, if I can judge of their Nature, never 


1 Deſeription of the I. ET. Nn 
which there was one, who after having endure 
a great deal of exquiſite Torture, was delivered 
to a Child of ſix Years. of Age who was to 
cut off his Head, which it was about an Hour in 


doing, not being ſtrong enough to weild the 


< 
þ.4 
* 


Sabre. 8 4 . . 3 33 3 a 
Theſe Human Sacrifices ate in uſe amongſt 


| thoſe Ne, who are not filly fibject to am 


Government, and live very diſtant from our 
Forts: But where we have any Authority we 
don't ſuffer it, though they will privately 
remove to other places in order to perpetrate thy 
The Negroes generally build a ſmall' Cottage 
or Hut, or elſe plant a little Garden of Rice on 
the Grave, into which they throw ſeveral worthleſs 
Goods of the Deceaſed, but not Houſhold' Stuff 
or other valuable Moveables, as Authors would 
have it: there is no ſuch Cuſtom at preſent : and 


was in uſe, unleſs in the Days of | Methuſalm, 
which is a little too far for either they or me 1 


At "Axim and other places, they place ſeveral 
Earthen Images on the Graves, which are waſh'l 
one Year after the Funeral; when they rener 
the Funeral Ceremonies in as expenſive a manner 


.as af. the intefment ic felt 
The Mxroes are ſtrangely fond of being buried 


in their own Country; ſo that if any Perſon dis 


out of it, they frequent] y bring his Corps hometo 
be buried, unleſs it be too far diſtant 3 in which cas 
they bury him there; and if he have any Friend 
or Acquaintance there, they cut off his Head, 
one Arm, and one Leg, which they cleanſs 
toil, and carry to his own Country, where wr 
are interred with freſh Solemnity, as creditad) 


» 


FT. XIII. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. "a 
« ſuits with the Circumſtances of the De- 
-1 here ſent you what is moſt remarkable 
nd obſervable in the Sickneſs, Death and Burial 
© the Negroes 3 and not being willing to over- 
targe this Letter with Trifles, 1 have for that 
-afon omitted whatever I thought leſs Material. 
» Ship which is likely to convey this is juſt 
mon failing : "Wherefore I am forced to break 
off ſooner This I intended, deſiring you to caſt . 
a favourable Eye on the paſt, and expect a larger 8 
ccount on another Subject from Yours, Ce. 
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Deſcribing the Tame and Wild Quadrupeds 
© and firſt the Tame, viz. Bulls, Cows, She 


T 
Goats, Horſes, A et, Hogs, Dogs, Cut 


I 


| Rats and Mice. After having treated of i Jon i * 
. Nature of theſe, the Author paſſes to th 5 
tame Feather d Kind, as Hens, Duck po l 
Tarkies and Doves : After which he com doubt n 
zo the Wild Beaſts. A compleat DeſcryM inſt 
tion of the Elephant, and ſome Writers I we will 
that Subject charged with Errours. Of the Colt, t 
Buffelers, Tyzers, Wood Hounds or will pon as | 
Dogs, Caymans, wild Boers , ſeveral ſom I le. Tt 
: ou, I: 
„ Harte, Hares, Porcupines, Hedge-Fog, Ml Cue + 

dug garde, wood or wild Rats, Bouwtees, world. 
Crvet Cats, wild Cats, Musk-Mice, Berbe, WM Begir 
Squirrels, Kokeboes, Legnanes, Arompo' ; i try ; th 
ſeveral ſorts of - Apes, various Kinds of L. mongft 
zerds, Salamanders :. And a large Account 418 
of the Camelion, extracted from Monſiew 1 Fe 
de Bruyn's Travels; with the" differenc N 
betwixt thoſe of Africa and thoſe of Smirna. W 2 fer 1 

| 645 . hut at 
8 IR | | 5 WM quantiti 
EC Nat Fs —_ about 4 
I rſuant to my Promiſe in my laſt, to give f 
ou, a Deſcription of the Animals of ths 4 n 
7 &>] I intend in this to treat of the four . 1 
footed Beaſts and tame Birds; the Inſects and Ba 1 80 
wild Fowl being reſerved to another Opportunity: ¶ rant of 
I am very ſorry that for want of a good Draw Wh ft Sd 


I cannot fend you the Draughts of all of * ; 


LET. XIV. Gold Coaſt of Gninea, 
» true I had one here who drew ſeveral of them 
after the Life, which TI ſhall ſend you; but not 
Jong fince uncontrollable Death took him away 
from us, and prevented at leaſt half my deſign : 
If ths unhappy. Accident had not prevented me 
[had expoſed to your view an agreeable Variety 
or ſtrange Animals; moſt of which are yet un- 
known : Wherefore, if poſſible, I would beg of 
ou to ſend me one from Anſterdam, with an Aſ- 
fucance that he ſhall meet with a very good Re- 
ward here, and be better paid for one half Years 
Work, than he is for three Years in Hol ud: 1 
doubt not but you can eaſily remove his prejudice 
z2ainft this Country, and aſſure him withal, that 
we will not detain him one Day longer upon the 
Coat, than he himſelf pleaſes to ſtay ; but that as 
ſoon as his Work is done, he ſhall at Pleaſure re- 
tire, If you, Sir, pleaſe to take this trouble upon 
you, I am your Security, that you ſhall have no 
= to complain of us in this part of the 
won. © 5 Hrs Hu 
Beginning to deſcribe the Anjmals of this Coun- 
try; the firſt which offer themſelves to our view 
amongſt the tame Kind are the Horned Cattle, 
ſich as the Bulls, Oxen, Cows, Goats, c. Din- 
Urs, Jfiante, Akim and other In-land Countries 
abound with great numbers of theſe ; but by rea- 
ſon of the diſtant Situation of theſe places, only 
a few Bulls and Cows are brought to the Coaſt : 
But at Axim, Pocqueſou, Elmina and Acra, great 
quantities are bred, and more eſpecially at or 
about Acra, becauſe the Opportunity 1s there very 
convenient to bring them Noh the Countries of 
Anuamboe and Lamp t. 5 
In all other places of the Gold Coaſt we only 
find Bulls and Cows ; for the Negroes are ignd- 
rant of the way of Gelding Bullocks into Oxen. 
At Aim theſe Cattle have indifferent good 3 
F . e 


r ry — os, 
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and accordingly. thrive! and fatten very well, a, 
alſo amongſt the Brandenburgbers at Pocqueſou-and 
fcra : But at Elmma and the Cixcumzacent Coun. 

try they are always dry and lean, and conſequent 

ly don't prove very delicate. This is the only 
place by reaſon of the Negroes Ignorance: wheie 

the Cows. are Milked ; but they yield ſuch a 

quantitity of wretched Milk, that twenty or thir- 

ty are ſcarce ſufficient to ſupply the Director-Gene. 
ral's Table. re Beg wo by 
Theſe are ſo very light and ſmall that one of 
_ the beſt Cows in her full growth, doth not weigh 
above two hundred and fifty Pounds, though by 
their bulk, they might 3 be thought to 


weigh one half more: But all Animals in this 


Country, whether Human or Irrational; .how- 
ever they may be indifferent large, yet are very 
light; which I am apt to think proceeds from 
their ſorry Food, which inſtead of a firm, pro- 
duces only a ſpongy, looſe and tough Fleſh. 
Hence all their Beef is of an ungrateful taſte: not- 
Witliſtanding all which, about twelve, Pounds 
Sterling is commonly given for one of theſe 
The Calves, which might reaſonably be expected 
to be good, are but very indifferent by reaſon of 
the poor Milk they ſuck from the Cows; ſo 
2 both Beef and Veal prove here but very ſorry 
teat. 5 | e 
There are great numbers of Sheep, if I may fo 
call them, all over the Coaſt; but yet they are 
very dear. Theſe fort of Cattle are ſhaped like 
ours in Eurepe, from which they differ only in 


ſize, being not above half as big: They have na 


Wool, but that want is ſüpplied with Hair; fo 
that here the World ſeems inverted, for the Sheep 
are hairy and the Men wooly ; that Excrement in 
the Agios being more like Wool than Hair. 
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LET. XIV. Gold Coaſt of Guinea, 
Our Mutton here do's not bear the leaſt ſimilitude 
o that of Enrope'z this being very dry, inſomuch 
chat a nice Eater will very ſeldom eat of it, and 
the common People, who are not very good at 
liftinguiſhing Taſtes, are obliged to forbear it be- 
cuſe their Purſes will not reach it. Well, let 
them be as bad as they will, the price is generally 
about ſeven or eight and twenty Shillings Sterling. 


f any Perſon is a great lover of Mutton he may 
improve to a tolerable degree, by gelding a young 
Rm and fattening him with fryed Barly Meal; 
after which, though he is not comparable to Euro- 
am Mutton, yet a curious Palate: may Juſt bear 
Goats are here in innumerable abundance. 
They differ from thoſe in Europe chiefly in ſhape, 
being very ſmall, but much fatter and more fleſhy 
than the Sheep; for which reaſon ſome Men pre- 
fer them, eſpecially the He-Goats 3 which gelt 
young, in a ſhort time grow bigger and very fat 
The price of a full- grown Goat is here about 
twelve or thirteen Shillings Exgliſß Money. 
I canriot omit'a ridiculous Opinion of the N. 
groes concerning tlie Goats: ' They tell us, and al. 
ſo believe themſelves,” that in the beginning of the 
World there was à certain Goddeſs: who; ufed to 
anvint her ſelf with Odoriferons' Ointment, and 
Oil; which the He- Goats perceiving, applied 
themſelves to her, deſiring that ſhe would pleaſe 
to anoint them with the ſame Ointment; Which 
ſhe ſeemed to conſent to: but indeed inſtead of 
| the Odoriferous, dy took a Box of ſtinking 
Ointment; With which ſhe anointed their Bodies; 
hence they ſmell ſo ſtrong to this Day. The 
He. Goats knowing no better than that it was the 
true Ungnent, were very well pleaſed with it, and 
their breed continuing in the ſame” Opinion, 
whenever it rains, fly always to ſhelter- —— | 
"0 „„ ſiome- 


5 ſorry; but thoſe which we fatten our ſelves may 
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ſomewhere, left the Water ſhou'd waſh off thei 
F Scent. What think you of this, Sr 

affirm that Beaſts in ” an Days did 
hav war Yak after ſach convincing Proof as the 


wes muſt not expect that their Horſes ſhoud 
be like Sejanus's Horſe, or Alexanders Bacephaly : 


And as their Riders have no reaſon to fear the Ac. } hs 4 
cident occaſioned by the former, fo muſt un che 
not expect the Courage of the latter. 1ey are n will 
ſomewhat more like the Northern Horks: in ſize, ae 
though nothing near fo well ſhaped. On the revs 0 
we have none; but there are great Numbery ; ref; 
in the In- land Countr iy they are very ill ſhaped; Nl 
Their Heads and Necks, which they always carry ö 
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In Proc 
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downwards, are very like thaſe of an Aſs ; 3 they 
go as if they were falling, and will not. ſtir for: 
wards, 91 forced on by blows; without 
hk they would move but very lowly: They 
are ſo very low that a tall Man ſitting 

their Backs may very near touch the Ground 
with his Feet. But I ſhall foy no "more. of 


There are alſo Aſſes enough here. 5 [hich te are 
ſomewhat higher than the Horſes, and in their 
kind handſomer. We formerly had three or four 


on the Shore, but they do not live long, for it the C 
want of good feeding, as I ſuppoſe : Ida s the con 
find that the Negroes uſe them to carry Burt! To.aug 


but only to ride upon; for whiah e 
the: are as good as the Horſes here. 


or is there any want of Hogs in ths le; 
but thoſe bred by the Mxroes, are really worth 
nothing, the F. th is fo faggy and the Bacon f5 


deſter'd u 
nd Mice 


paſs for tolerable ones, though they are not com- 
1 60 to thoſe of Fade; whach for the delicacy 
of the Taſte and firmneſs of their Bacon, are not 
only had on the INI better : hs 


FT. XIV. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 
K ninety Pounds weight is here fold for about 
ue Pounds Sterling; notwithſtanding they are 
v indifferent as I have told you. 
To compleat our Tame Nuadrupedes, I ſhall 
auch upon their Dogs, Cats and Rats, C cc. 
' The Negroes. are great Lovers of DogeF leſh; 
ende it is that thoſe who bring a Dog here may 
him dear enough; the Negroes willingly gi- 
ing a Sheep for hum, if any thing large; and 
"me will add ſomething to boot, in order to put 
im into their Barking or Dog-School : out of 
ich they fell their PRE at the deareſt rate. 
ey prefer Dogs-Fleſh tor their 15 to that of 
ttle, and accordingly eſteem a Meal of that 
 beft Treat they can take or give. Ry. 
in Proceſs of time our Dogs alter ſtrangely here, 
ar Ears grow long and ſtiff like thoſe of Foxes, 
p which colour alſo they eneline: So that in 
ee or four Years they degenerate into very ugly 
reatures z and in three or four Broods their bark- 
ng turns into a Howl ET 
The Cats are alſo eſteemeduſeful by the Negroes; 
but I never found that they eat them, unleſs for- 
ed thereto by Neceſſity, as ſome of our Slaves be- 
g under Confinement often kill and eat of 
bem; if they can catch em: But we do not find 
bat the Cats are ſubject to change like the Dogs; 


9 5 


n the contrary they continue the ſame. 


1 


Jo augment the Plagues of this Country, it is 
ter d with ſuch. prodigious Numbers of Rats 
nd Mice, but eſpecially of the former, that Ge, 
e not a little formidable, and do us no ſmall 


qury, gnawing and ſtealing all they can come 
Taking our leave of the Lues upedes, tis now: 


it we fay ſomething of the Tame Fowl; whoſe 

Ppecies are ſo few; that they wall not take up 

uch time; they conſiſting of Hens, Ducks, 
„ „ | Turkies 
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manner of Affinity with thoſe of Europe, nor i 


firmer, and is very like a Cherry : Theſe Duck 


Hens, the Soldiers are commg, ſeems to be vey 


get two for that price: 


have a large red Knob on their Bills, almoſt lik 


they are tough and inſſpid. 


but a few kept here for the Direttor- 
their Fleſhis no very great Delicacy. 


of Field or wild Dores; which when you 
Lie Ch 5 | | | 


our Hands; for that the Negroes have not an 

The moſt common are the Cocks and Hen 
and therefore deſerve the firſt place: They wn 
in great plenty all over the Coaft in time of Peace 


Turkies, and Pigeons ; the tis latter being 
. 


for in War time, as if theſe Animals were reſoly Tis bi 
to have no ſhare in the publick Calamity, ti tat v2 
is ſcarce any of them to be had, and the Prof Coed w. 
bial Advice of our Boors, Take care of m le Qua 
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well followed here; for as in time of Peace yy 
of them may be} bought for about four Shillinp 
and Sixpence ; ſo in War time, tis well if we @ 


At Axim theſe Fowls are very fat and goo 
though finall ; but about Elmira and other Ph 
ces "f the Coaft, they are fo dry and lean, ni 
contain fo little Fleſn, that a good Stoma 
would require ſomething elſe to make up a Me: 
after eating three of them. 
Next are the Ducks, which have been but fa 
Years known on this Coaſt: I cannot tell fro: 
what Country they were brought; but they haven 


deed are they much like them; being one ha 
larger, and of another colour, commonly whit 
or black, white and brown mixt. The Prake 


2 oy 
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the Turkies, only it does not hang ſo looſe, bu 


ought to be eaten young; for if they are ol 
There are no Turkies amongſt the Nero 

Zeneral; a 
We have great number of Pigeons at ſome 
our Forts; all which are of the common Spec 
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ing py wh 
any. WY Theſes are all the tame Animals which I fd in 
bey . this Country 3 our next Taſk is to conſider the 
£1 ria Beaſts. | 


Tea fis but reaſonable that I ſhould begin with 
1 tat wonderful Beaſt the Elephant-; 6: is en- 


W. owed with ſo many different, good and remark- 
: of ; le Qualities, that to rob him of the firſt place 
be 10 mongſt the Beaſts is a piece of Injuſtice. I ſhall 
eace fu bot recite a great many Particulars concerning 


zum; either becauſe I cannot relate them upon 
Fe ry on Obſervation, or that ſeveral have done it 
ilready: Beſides which ſome Authors have allow. 


15 we i themſelves to tell us ſeveral. very ſtrange and 
0 7 digeſted Stories concerning its Copulation, 


pregnancy, bringing forth its Young, its Age, 


Sem danging its Teeth, and fcveral other 4 


OL =Y 
nd it is not without Reaſon that I call an. 15 
.O. 


j 


1 For as far as I can learn no Man in the W 
ber er fave how. they: erigendred,, nor can tell how 


ln? they go pregnant, in What ſeparable Pla- 

ces 925 Ae Young, or whether they changes 
their Teeth or not. Theſe are all wild Gueſſes; 

A which we can get no Information by tay 
Heptants : And therefore: Mis Knowledge mult 


Y have nt 
, nor Ul 


e Prahl oe out of the Woods; but how they come to 
moſt ln converſe ſo long with theſe wild Beafts there as 
be ac Ae es 

carce believe any except good aid Hπ 
ſe Doc pretend to 15 The Famous Writer concern- | 
emning all ſorts. of Books and Hiſtories; Jays, = 
according, to my beſt remembrance, in one of * | 
bis Books, that Pliny has long ſince been à Fa- 
bulous Writer: But that at preſent ſeveral of his 
Relations have been confirmed by the Diſcoveries 
222 ͤ ²˙Q—J—̃—ᷣ on te down  , 
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ſome things truly; but on the other fide, is beyon 


heard or read concerning Foreign Countries, ag 1 


Fou with an intire Hiſtory of our Elephant alt 
Tyger-Hunting ; not — — 


3 * 
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None, I believe, will deny that Play deſcribe 


contradiction, wild, groundleſs and falſe. The 
foremention'd famous Author, has frequently 
been too credulous on account of what he hat 


great many Examples in his Works clearly prove; 
which is no ſinall Fault in an Author; for in 
my Opinion, at leaft, it ſeems inconſiſtent with; 
good Writer, to lay down as Truth all which he 
can get by hear-ſay of other Countries ; for he 
ought firſt to conſider whether the Relater of ſuch 
ſtrange Things ever had a good Opportunity of 
being well informed concerning thern. But thi 
carries me wide from my Subject; we ſhall lx 
Flim alone, and return to the Elephant, whom 
we find here in Africa to be a Beaſt of twelve q 


thirteen foot high, and conſequently much le The C 
than thoſe in Eaff. hidia, ſince the Writers concenWElephant: 
ing that Country aſſure Us, that its heighth then come at t 
amounts to more Cubits * beſides this | ifference, tide of t 
thoſe in other Places. Gast, ex 
© Theſe Beaſts prove very prejudicial to the Frut tte Count 
Trees, eſpecially Oran e-Tr ees; - Banano's, and a tncober a! 
other ſort of Figs z of the laſt of which they caMbiled in 
both Fruit and Stem. WMnhabited 
The Negroes alſo affirm, that the Elephanzi Plephants 
meeting any People in the Woods never offer any Ste al 
them miſſes, they grow very wild But I have them f. 


obſerved directly the contrary of one of them is 


dur Garden at Ebnina the laſt Year ; of which et of ol 


have enough to relate to fill a whole Letter: 
Wherefore I beg your Patience till Ihave diſpatch ; 
ed this and two more; when I intend to entertaltrics hee a1 


but that Accounify. or fi 


LET. XIV. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 
willafford you ſomething uncommon and agreea- 
able: Wherefore ſuſpend your Curioſity ſo long» 
and permit me at preſent to recite what the Negroes 
and others affirm on their own Knowledge, that 


them into no ſmall fright by their purſuit: At 


frequently paſſed by me and my Company with- 
out offering us any Injury, but we were not cou- 
ngious enough to preſent them with a few. Bullets, 
though very. well ſtored ; for they are very diffi- 
cult to be killed, unleſs the Ball happens to light 


Bullet ought to be Iron alſo : Their Skin is as 
good Proof againſt the common Muſquet Lead- 
Balls, as a Wall; and if they hit the mentioned 
weive ag place becomes intirely flat. 
The Country here where the greateſt number of 
Elephants are found, is chiefly that before we 
come at the Gold Coaſt ; and is from the Multi- 


ference i tude of their Teeth which are there traded for, 


properly called the Tooth, or Elephant's Tooth 
Coaſt, extending to the Gold Coaft, and takes in 
tie Country of Awine, Fu quira, Abocroe, 


billed in the ſaid Places; and the wilder and lels 


Elephants and wild Beaſts are found. | | 
Atte alſo doth not want theſe Beaſts ; there be- 
"vs not only in the In- land Country Multitudes 
it them ſhot, but beſides that they come daily to 
te Sea-ſhore,and ſo near our Forts, that they are in 
er of our People, and do a great deal of miſchief; 
nnthe Tract of Land betwixt Ante and Acra, tliere 
ae a few, tho' not ſo many as in the former Coun- 
tries, becauſe this place hath long been reaſonably 
yell peopled, except the Country of Fetu, which for 
er fix Years paſt hath lain almoſt waſte : 
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they follow Men into the Water, where they put 


Rio de Gabon, four, five, and more Elephants have 


betwixt the Eyes and the Ears; to which end the 


JFummore, Equira, 
daher and Axim 3 ſeveral Elephants being daily 
mhabited the Lands are, the larger Quantity of 
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Wherefore there is a much larger number of Ele. | 
phants there at preſent than formerly. nd turn 
A great part of the Country about Acra lying 

- waſte and uninhabited a great quantity are annual. 


* 
£ * 


ly killed here. In the Year 1697 one of an un. 
common Magnitude was killed near Acra, juſt by I Numbers 
our Fortreſs, and no doubt but that he was at 
leaſt full- aged, his two Teeth weighing two hun. 
dred and twenty Pounds; from which you may 
infer that he was not very light himſelf. 
In Ardra and Fida there are nane, though in 
my time one was there killed, and the Negroes af 
firmed twas what had not happened in fity I he ver) 
Years before; for which reaſon I believe he had ac Jil 
cidentally ſtrayed from ſome other Country: Fe z well i 
the In- land Countries of Benin, (which borders o nd Pan 
Ardra) Rio de Calbary, Camerones, and ſeveral of venture 
ther adjacent Countries, are ſo incredibly over. with any 
charged with theſe Beaſts, that it is to de admired ©. me 
how the Inhabitants dare live there. e age 
The vaſt Numbers of Teeth traded for in the onof An 
Countries, clearly evince the great abundance of ſh the 
Elephants here; but whetherall thoſe are taken from fate ther 
ſlaughtered Elephants, or ſome of them are found c pad] 
in the Woods, or elſewhere, I cannot determine fall on 
Though I am apt to think that here they come by Pierce, 


ly Trag 


Tyger 


them both ways; from whence. it ſhould ſem, 
that (as ſome tell us) the Elephants change tei Tn 7 
Teeth; but this is utterly contradicted by the greg .. they 


difference betwixt the Teeth themſelves, ſome d ef Brute 
them weighing one, two, or three pounds, au glankin. 
orhers progreſſively heavy till they amount 08 Humane 
above one hundred pound weight: nor is it in ui iy dead 
Teaſt probable that a folid Body compoſed of fl... 
Hard Subſtance as Elephants Teeth, can, in abu is, the 
twenty Years time grow from one to a hund bh you 
pound weight: how this happens to encreaſe Cat + 
muſt own I am ignorant. But I have e 8 
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long on this Subject; tis now time to take leave 
and turn to a Beaft, which, though vaſtly diffe- 
rent, yet in ſize reſembles the Elephant moſt of 
any here; I mean the Buffel or Buffeler, which 
is to be found all over Guinea, but in ſuch ſinall 
Numbers, that ſcarce one is ſeen in three or four 
Tears; but ſince I ſhall have an opportunity to 
ſpeak of a place where they more abound, I ſhall 
{xy no more of him at preſent, than that their Fleth 


is very good, Meat, and leave the reſt to that op- 


ortuni . WW ; 2 3 a 
; _ not very unlike the Buffelers in ſize, tho 
they very much differ in Savage Fierceneſs, are here 
incredibly numerous, of 4 or 5 forts, which differ 
2s well in their ſize as ſpots. Whether Leopards 
and Panthers are a Species of Tygers, I will not 
venture to determine, ſince I have not yet met 
vith any Body who could herein ſatisfactorily in- 
form me: Turning to Plixy, I found him ſo igno- 
rantly miſtaken, that I am refolved in my Deſcripti- 


onof Animals not to name him. The Negroes diſtin- 
guiſh the Tygers by ſeveral Names; but how to tran- 
late them into our Language I canngt tell: where- 
fore paſſing over the ſeveral Species of them, I 
ſhall only inform you that they are all Savage, 
Fierce, Voracious Beaſts; by means of which dai- 
ly Tragical Accidents happen. | To 

They ſpare neither Man nor Beaſt ; but as long 
3 they can ſatisfie their Appetites with the Fleſh 
of Brutes they will not make any attempts on 
Mankind: but that being deficient, the firſt of 
Humane Species that comes in his way is certain- 
ly dead. But of this more hereafter, ſo I ſhall at 
preſent only tell you that however fierce this Beaſt 
ie, the young Ones may be brought up ſo tame 
that you may play with them, as with a Dog or 
Cat; like the laſt of which they are bearded. 
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T have ſeen about eight of theſe tame Tygen 
brought up at Elnina ; of which the Director 
General has at prefent two; but I have obſerve 
that in all of them their Fell Nature returns in 
time upon one occaſion or other; and that, tho 


never fo tame, they are not to be truſted without 


great circumſpection. 

Next the Tyger in fierceneſs is the Jackall 0 
wild Dog; which is moſtly found about 4. 
and Agquamboe, though there are ſome now alſo 
Hereabouts : This Beaſt is ſo bold, that it ſeizes 
and devours whatever comes in its way, whe- 
_ Man or Beaſt, ſuch as Cows, Hogs, Sheep, 


At Night they come under the Walls of our 
Forts at Acra to ſeize our Hogs, or ſnatch a 
Sheep out of the Stall ; by which means ſeveral 
of them are caught in the 3 manner; 
Our Garriſon lay ſeveral well-loaded Muſquet 


with the Lock covered with a ſmall Box; to 


which a Cord is faſtened with a piece of Mutton, 


and ſo placed, that they no ſooner attempt to 
leize it t 
the reward of their Thievery get three or four 


the Muſquet goes off; and they, in 


Bullets inthe Head: This Expedient ſeldom mille, 
if due care be taken in laying of the Muſquets. 


The Cayman, better known by the name « 


Crocodile, claims the next place in our Deſcription 
of rapacious Beaſts; for fo I call the Crocodile 
alſo, not becauſe I have obſerved him to be ſo; 


not having ever heard, during the whole time d 


my reſidence here, that they devoured either Man 


or Beaſt ; but becauſe I have both read and believe 


ſeveral Relati ons of their voracions Fierceneſs. 
All the Rivers in this Country are pe 


with vaſt Shoals of them, eſpecially at Lama and 
Beutiy; at the latter of which I have ſeen filt 


on one Day; and amongſt theſe ſome that! 
puefled to be about twenty Foot long. Vi 
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Authors : -wherefore I ſhall only add what they 
hve forgotten or omitted. Their Bodies are co- 
rered with ſuch a hard Skin and ſquare Scales, 
that tis impoſhble to kill them with a Muſquet- 
Ball ; and the Caps which the Negroes make of it 


with one ſtroke of a Hanger, being very like 
the Land-Tortoiſe-Shell. Their Bellies are ſofter; 


danger; fo that they can hardly be ſhot dead at 
any other -place than their Heads. On very hot 
Days when the Sun ſhines very warm, great num- 
hers of them lie baſking on the Banks of the Ri- 
rers; and as ſoon as they perceive any Men near- 
hand, they ſteal towards the Rivers and plunge 


diately ſheltering themſelves under Water. Theſe 
Creatures do not ſeem {ſwift enough to run after, 
and overtake Men, who are flying from them b. 
Land, ſuppoſing them not toſteer a crooked Courls 
to avoid them; though it may be poſſible; I 
ſhon'd not much fear them on Land, any: more 
than I ſhou'd truſt them in the Water; tho” in- 
deed I never heard any miſchief they did there. 


br very ugly Beafts. 8 
And as for their Crying and other Subtleties to 
atch Men, I believe it as much as the Fews do 
mgobel os ow „ 
The fierce wild Boars are reckon' d among the 
npacious Beaſts; and indeed thoſe in Europe very 
deſervedly: But here on the Gold Coaſt we have 
very few; and theſe not near ſo wild as in Europe: 
[have ſeveral times eaten of them here, and found 
them very delicious and very tender Meat, the 
vat being extraordinary fine. 


aue as hard as Bone, and cannot be cut through 


which therefore they do not frequently expoſe to 


themſelves into them with great violence, 1mme- 


Their colour is dark Brown, and they may paſs 
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Next theſe voracious Beaſts we come to a mild 
that in all marches they detatch one of their nun 


no bigger than Sheep, Cats, Cc. ' moſt of then 


| Feet of one being a little higher than thoſe of t | 
other, though the Beaſts are both of the length 


tiful Creatures; they have ſmall: black Horns 
_ and little Legs, indifferent long in proportion ti 
their Bodies; but ſo very ſmall, that ſome 


- "Fobacco-Pipe': one of which I have ſent youſtW_— 
Sold for want of Drawing ; and therefore hh -== 


\ 


er ſort of wild Beaſts; amongſt which Iſha 
firſt treat of the Harts ; with which Species th 
Country moſt plentifully abounds; they beine 
found all along the Gold Coaſt in incredible 
Numbers, eſpecially at Ante and Acra, where wi 
ſometimes ſee droves of one hundred together. 
The Negroes tell us that theſe Beaſts are ſo ſubtbf 


ber as a Centry to watch whether any Man bf 
near, and advertiſe the reſt; for the Truth 
which Iwill not be obliged, but remember to hay 
read ſomething of that Nature of thoſe of oth: 
among.” TIES 2 POR 5: FH T 

There are about twenty ſeveral ſorts of theſ 
Beaſts here, ſome as large as ſmall Cows, other 


are red; with a black Liſt on the Back, ſome o 
them red beautifully ſtreak d with white: Al. 
them are very good to eat, but more eſpecia 
two ſorts; which we alſo eſteem very delicate 
The firſt ſort are of a pale Mouſe colour; 0 
which J have here ſent you two Draughts, No. 1 
and 2. and though they are both of one Specie 
yet they differ ſomewhat in their ſnape; 


2 


about two Feet. 


ere is ld a fort not above alf Gd 
of a red colour; which are extraordinary beat 


them are not bigger than the ſmall part of 


your fayourable Acceptance. 
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of a flender ſhape; his Feet are very long ; he 
haha long Head and Ears, is of an Orange colour 
freak'd with white: And theſe are all the Draw- 
ings which I could get of theſe Beaſts. 

Theſe Harts are ſwifter of Foot than moſt Men 
know ; but that fort of which you have the 
Foot are extraordinary ſwift, and auge agile 
in leaping, for ſuch {mall Creatures: ſome that 
we have caught I have ſeen leap over a Wall of 
ten or twelve Foot high. The Negroes call this 
the King of Harts. 


At am, Acra and Fida, there is a ſort of Hares | 


not unlike ours, which plentifully abounds at 
theſe three Places; but with reference to this I have 
ſufficiently detained you in my Letter deſcribing 
Adra. ET | 

Here are alſo Porcupines z but no great number, 
or at leaſt very few of them are brought to us: 
They grow to the heighth of two, or two feet and 
2 half, and bite ſo ſharp, that no Wooden work 
can withſtand them. 

I once put one of them into a Fat, not doubt- 
ing but I had very well ſecured him; but in one 


the _ le where the Staves were moſt bent out- 
wards. | 


tempt then and moſt dangerous Snake: Of 
which more hereafter. When he is provoked he 
ſhoots his Quills (which are about two Spans long) 
at both Man and Beaft, with ſuch violence, that if 


The Negroes and ſome Whites highly value its 
Fleſh as very nice Food. 7 91 
I have here allo ſeen a ſort of Creatures not un- 


leres as ours are accuſtomed to do. 


No. 3 repreſents a Hart about four foot long, 


Nights ſpace he eat his way through, and that at 
This Beaſt is ſo daring, that he ventures to at- 
they happen to hit on a Board they ſtick in it. 


like our Hedge-hogs, only they cannot Roll them- 
No, 


. Y 
1 . 
=... 
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1 Deſcription of the LET. 1 


No. 4. Is a Draught of a Creature, by the N. 
groes called Potto, but known to us by the Nam 


of Sluggard, doubtleſs from its lazy fluggiſh Na. 
ture; a whole Day being little enough tor it to 

advance ten Steps forward. —- 6 
Some Writers affirm, that when this Creature haz 


5 


climbed upon a Tree, he doth not leave it until he 


hath not only eaten up the Fruit, but the Leaves jp. | 


tirely; and then deſcends fat and in very good caſe 


in order to get up into another Tree; but before 
he becomes 


his flow pace can compaſs this, 
as Poor and lean as tis poſſible to imagine: Anf 
3t the Trees be high, or the way any thing di. 
ſtant, and he meets with nothing on his Journey, 
he inevitably dies of Hunger, betwixt one Tree 
and the other. Thus tis repreſented by others 
but Iwill not undertake for the Truth of it; 
Hong the Neg#oes are apt to believe ſomethirg 
Ike it. 255 . 

This is ſuch a horrible ugly Creature, that I dont 
believe any thing beſides fo very difagreeable is 


to be found on the whole Earth; the Print is a 
very hvely Deſcription of it : Its Fore-feet are 


very like Hands, the Head ſtrangely diſpropor- 
tionately large; that from whence this Print was 
taken was of a pale Mouſe colour: but it was then 
very young, and his Skin yet ſmooth ; but when 
old, as I faw one at Elmira in the Year 1699. 
tis red and covered with a ſost of Har a5 


thick ſet as Flocks of Wool. I know nothing 


more of this Animal, than that tis impoſſible » 

look on him without Horrour, and that he hati 

* very particular but his odious Uglt 
N. 


There are a fort 1 Beaſts which lurk in the 


Fields here, like Rats, but bigger than Cats; we 


call them wild Rats: They are eee 
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pes held a great delicacy; and indeed nothing 


pelt and {ſhocking Name, which create ſome aver- 
fon in the Eater: But thoſe who can ſtep over 
this, like it extraordinary well; and to remedy 


the Table; and then it certainly paſſes on thoſe 
who do not know what it is, for a very grateful 
Diſh ; for they are fat, tender and very agreeable. 
There is alſo another ſort of wild Rats, which 


ſormer, but their Bodies are very ſlender. and they 
ae otherwiſe called Boutees: very few beſides the 
Mxroes eat theſe. They do an incredible deal of Da- 
mage to the Stores of Millet and Rice, that 'the 
Negroes have laid up in their Houſes; and in one 
Night ſpoil more ſowed Corn, than tis poſſible for 
one hundred Domeſtick Rats to do; for they are 
not content to ſatiate themſelves, and carry off 
ſome with them, but they beſides ſpoil all where 
they come. | 5 

Here are three or four ſorts of wild Cats; 
of which the Civet-Cat is one; which at 
preſent is ſo well known in Holland, that I need 
mly acquaint you that they are brought to be 
fold to us very young, and then we give about 
echt or nine Shillings ſterling for one. 

A large ſhare of Trouble and careful Attend- 


Pap boiled or made of Millet, with a little Fleſh 
or Fiſh, They produce Civet when even very 
young ; of which that of the Males is better than 
that of the Females, becauſe the latter cannot 
od urining into the Civet Bag, which ſpoils it. 


wohgſt the ſowed Corn, and do a great deal of da- 
Their Fleſh is by ſome Europeans and the Ne- 


ders its paſſing for ſuc but its d iſagreeable aſ- 


x much as poſſible its ugly Figure, ſome cut off 
the Head, Feet and Tail, before they bring it to 


re chiefly found at Axim; they are as long as the 


ace is requiſite to breed them up: Their Food is 


* 
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enough examined them. 
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I can ſay nothing particular of the remainino 
wild Cats, but that they are ſpotted like I — 
and are as fierce, doing a great deal of Mif 


chief amongſt the Hens where they can come 2 


* 


them. 0 3 
J have ſeen very ſinall Mice, which afford x 


pleaſant and Cdoriferous Muſky Scent, but cannot 
find that they have any Bags like the Civet Cat; 
which inclines me to believe that the pleaſant 


Odour proceeds from the Skin. 
Here are yet three or four ſorts of ſmall Ju 
grnpedes ; one of which you have drawn, No. x, 


it being almoſt a ſort of Cat, only its Snout i 
much ſharper, and the Body is ſmaller, and ſpat 
ted like the Civet Cats. The Negroes call it Berl, 
and the Europeamt Wine-bibber, becauſe tis very 
greedy of Palm-Wine. 1 
The ſecond fort are not much bigger than af 
Domeſtick Rat; of a red and grey colour, min 
with ſmall white ſpecks in their Hair; the Tal 


being of long Hair, fo ſpeckled, and about thre: 


Fingers broad; ſo that it ve1 reeably may 
reach from behind to their Head: Theſe are allo 
called Wine-bibbers, tho' the Name of Squirrel 
would fit them better. | . 


* The third fort, when full-grown, are about asbi 


again and red. This is a very miſchievous Cres. 
ture, and bites very violently; and flies at Man 


and Beaſt without any diſtinction if driven there 
to by neceſſity : Tis called Kokebae, and 1s 1 
cruel Perſecutor of Cocks and Hens, though not 
in the fame manner as Mr. Focquenbrog inform 


They have no need of ſo much Subtilty, being 
fwift enough to catch the Hens and firony 
enough to carry them off when they have them 
I have had ſeveral, but never found any of them 
with red Buttocks, thaugh I have diligent) 
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T. Xly What Focquenhrq ſays farther, concerning 


N is Animal, I dare not confirm ; Not only 
a ee! have not found it ſo my ſelk, but never 
e ; et law the European or Negroe who agreed with 


1 


a0 e than one ſort of them, we are here ſo little 
1 quainted with, that I ſhall paſs them over with- 
Plaus ut any Deſcription, and endeavour to give you 


account of an amphibious Animal, that 


ves as well in the Water as on Land: This is 


2 e Leguacn ; it is ſhaped almoſt like a Crocodile, 
Wa "Wt ſeldom exceeds four Feet in length; its Body 
Wor 3 $ black ſpeckled, with round fort of Eyes, and 
17 Bg. he Skin very tender. He in juxes neither Man nor 
tis ven ante, the Hens only excepted; among which he 

netimes makes a great Slaughter. Several En- 


penn eat their Fleſh, and all unanimouſly agree 
at tis much finer Meat than Cocks or Hens. 


than 1 


5 Tal No. 8. ſhews you an Animal who keeps in the 
it che 00ds ; his Body is long and ſlender; to which 
y my ined a long Tail; at the end of which is a 
5 110 ary ſort of Bruſn: He is of a pale colour, ſome- 
Squire what inclining to brown; his Hair is long and 


thn. The Negroes call him Arompo or Man- Eater, 
becauſe his Food is dead Men, to come at which 


it as big 
8 Crea 
it Man 
n there: 
id 1s 2 
1gh nat 


& if he had notice of ſome Perſons there 
Id. 0 ; 8 s | 5 

The Negroes report that having dug to a dead 

body, he does not immediately fall on it, but 

norms does round it ſeveral times; to what end I can- 

Not tel] ; but they explain it, that he thereby 

hein hints the unlawfulneſs and a certain ſort of impoſ- 

| ſtrong bility of ſeizing another Man's Goods, without 

e then I bing ſomething. or giving himſelf ſome trouble 

F then” that account firſt, 5 e 


gently 


» 


The remaining Beaſt oc Beaſts, for dung are 


he greedily grubs out the Earth of their Graves, 


wii oy The 
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lightly touch on ſome of them. 


aMan, as he related) amongſt others they fell 


cued by ſome Negroes ; for they, to compleat their 
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The Myſtery of this is not hard to ung be other ; 
I am apt to think that this Beaſt is ſeized wits þ doctle 
fear natural to all Brutes; and therefore only pet 355 


looks round about to ſee if there be any Man lik 
1y to force his Prey from him. 

'Tis time we ſay ſomething concerning the Ape 
which are here above one Hundred Thouſand i 
Number, and of ſo many various Species, that t. 
really wonderful as well as it is impoſſible fy 
me to deſcribe them all; wherefore I ſhall only 


ow to thi 
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The firſt and moſt common ſort, are thoſe we 
call Smitten, of a pale Mouſe colour, and 
grow to a wonderful ſize. I have my ſelf ſeen ons 
of five foot long, and not much leſs than a Man; 
they are very miſchievous and bold. It ſeems in. 


credible what an Exgliſb Merchant here affirme bs than 
to me for Truth; that behind the Engliſh Fort at par, Ba 


Vimba (where there is a terrible number of theſt 


Apes; that are ſo bold, that they will attack d Beard. 


[Paper I 
e various 
orth wha] 
ut of Han 
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) extraord 
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[molt 
ems to Cc 


upon two of their Companies Slaves, which the 
Apes had over-powered, and would have poked 
out their Eyes, if they had not been timely ref 


deſign, had gotten ſome Sticks ready. | 

Fou, as well as my ſelf, are at Liberty what Credit 
to give to this Story. But indeed theſe are a tet: 
rible pernicious ſort of Brutes, which ſeem to be 
made only for miſchief. — 4 
Some of the Negroes believe, as an undoubted 


Truth, that theſes Apes can ſpeak, but will not, WF: to al 
that they may not be ſet to work; which they 6 wet 
2 very well love: This is their Opinion of i 8 075 
em. BP ee 5 ee 
As the former ſort of Apes are very ugly, © 11 oy 

the next are exactly like them, only four d. " woe 


them put together. would nog be fo large 4 


pr. XIV. Gold Coaſt of Ouines. 
e other ; and their beſt Quality is that they are 


d with Wh docile that they will learn whatever they are. 
| 2 bt. WES LPT, „ 
lan 115 "The third ſort are very beautiful, and generally 


ow to the height of about two feet; their Hair 


2 ey have a long white Beard; whence they are 
© that ae bearded Jittle Men, or bearded Monkies. 
lible fk their Skins are made the Tie-Iie : Caps; men- 
2ll oni ned in another Letter of mine. The Negroes 
l theſe Monkies to one another for about eigh- 
thoſe eln or twenty Shillings ; and when they 
r, mil ing them to us we do not refuſe them at that 
8 15 | | 
9 There are beſides this, two or three ſorts of 
ems in bnkies, each a like handſome, but one half 
affirms" than the other, with ſhort Hair of a mixt 


our, partaking of grey, black, white and red; 
d for the moſt part they have a white Breaſt 


| f Paper I could fill a whole Book in deſcribing 
nich the various ſorts of Apes; which I cannot think 


orth while, and ſo had rather diſpatch this Subject 
a it of Hand; only mforming you, that of the 
at their aber Apes there are not above twenty ſorts : All 
| ich are very fine; but what is moſt unhappy; 
t Credit | ertraordinary tender, that tis very rare that we 
e a ter. n rear any of them, much leſs bring them to 


ens to come into the World with them, is com- 
11 not n to all of them; and I have ſeen them fe 
+ they . fubtilly to work in the ſtealing of Millet 
nion of Wd Fruit: In each Paw they take one or two 
25 Wks of Millet, as much under their Arms (if 1 
ly, ſo 7 ſo call them) two or three in their Mouths ; 
four af. 


thus laden e away, continually 


ping upon their hind Legs; and if they are 


Is black as Pitch, and above @ Fingers lengtk: 


nd Beard, But hold, inſtead of a Sheet or two 


woe, „ 1. 
| miſt yet add, that their thieviſh Nature, which 
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throw away the reſt that it may not hinder then 


J auld non oy: . 
Here are every where Thouſands of Lizards 


and a hand” broad; of a dark Colour, and hal 


and other venemous Creatures, I believeto beast 
as that the Salamanders continue alive in the Fir 
_ Unleſs one wou'd affirm, that this Report is owl 
to the Antipathy betwixt. the Salamander and tl 
Fire, that being much of the coldeft Nature 


purſued they hold that in their Mouth fat, oi” . 
Amal 
with 1a 
Draugh 


Green ff 
and Fir 
Animals 
ular De 

Sever: 
them all 
Monſiet 
What he 
without | 
being ex. 
deſcribes 
you wath 
in his ou 


in their flight. | 
But their carrying ſo much AMilhio or Millet t 
gether, is not to be compared to their nice Curio 
ty in ſtealing it; for every Stalk of Millet the 
_ is narrowly examined; and if they don 
ike it they throw it away and pull another: 8 
that this delicacy of theirs, occaſions more da 
than their Thievery. And now I ſhall bid th 


eſpecially all along by the Walls of our Fort 
whither they come in queſt of Food, which chief 
conſiſts in Spiders, Worms, Flies, and other ſac 
like. There are various Species of them; ſom 
of the largeſt having a Tail about a foot long 


their Head red: The reſt are about the ſame fi While 
and differ only in Colouůu. N 
They are a moſt all of them ugly and that to MW K Lif 5 
ſhocking degree, except thoſe that follow, wh 5, 
may paſs for ſomewhat more tolerable.  _ Ea 
heſe are chiefly a ſort about half as big as f "a AS: 
cther, and are green; next to which is another i 9 
oge half leſs than the laſt; they re of a grey colour © ins, 
and creep all ap and 7 our Chambers cla the 11855 
ſing them from all ſmall Vermin: Theſe wet did te 
Salamanders. : „ ber 00 8 
That the Lizards forewarn Men againſt Soak rp 


'Tis fir 
Creatures 
confirms : 
mine eat 
of which 


| all the Lizards; and this Opinion I could a s al 
ſubferibe to, at leaſt for ſo long till ſuch! ther color 
found, which according to the Antients lin alter thre: 


1. * Gola c of Guns) 


Dranghts of which Jo have No. 6 and 7. 
Green ſpeckled with Grey ; and tho other Green, 


) we nd Fire- colour and mixt together. Theſe 
ba dangz Animals are very rare, and deſerve a more vatti- 
1 bi 16 Fs wlar Deſcription. . 

Several have already undertaken it, but amongſt 
Lizard them all T like none backs than Father N. N and | 
. Tag onfietr Cornelius de Brig in his Travels in I. 
ch chil What he hath told us I muſt entirely r confirm, 
other ſuf" fout being able to add any thing; theſe here 


being exactly of the "ſame Nature with thoſe he 


n; fon deſcribes: herefore not being able to Preſent 


oot long 
and hal 


fi me fa in his own 8 ſomewhat abridged. 


hilſt I (faith he) with great dien, not 
nuch encumbered with the preſſing Neceſſities 


that 0 Wt Life, paſſed my time at Smima, I had an 


opportunity of getting ſome Camelions into my 
Hands; and being curious to difcover how long 


na large Caſe, and ſometimes let them run 
loſe in my. Chamber, and frequently brought 
them into the great Hall of the Houſe Kos the 
Wind breezed 7 from the Sea - ſide, when 


Mouths to imbibe the freſh Air. 

Tis firmly aſſerted by Naturaliſts, that theſe 
Creatures live on Air: And indeed experience 
confirms it I 8 75 . for I er „ 
mne eat or any thing exce a few Flies; 
1 e which hereafter: e 
n Tis alſo W175 that the 7 frequently change 
heir colour; L have my felf ſeen. their Colour 


The peculiar” Natural Colour of the bne is 


you with a better Deſcription, I ſhall give ĩt you | 


WO) would live, I commonly kept four of them 


they ſeemed briſker 5 before, and opened their 


ilter three or four times 2 half an hour, with- 
8 out 


5 Os | 
To conclude this Letter, I * add two ſmall 
mals; which former times have preſented us 
with large but very wild Accounts of: The 


but any colour being thereabouts; Which I Coon 


Tb Colour which. they cluefly change to, f 
a very fine Green ſpotted with Yellow, as beay 


Mouſe colour; the Skin very thin and almoſt 
tranſparent: they moſtly change to à Lian 


on that account. 


Birds, being 


| Deſcription of the LET. Ay 
drew both in Miniature and Oil-colodrs. © 


* 


tiful as any Pencil can expreſs it; ſometime], 
ſo it is ſpotted with brown ſpots : And thus i 
the whole Body adorned, Tail and all. Someting 
they change to a brown Colour like that 0 
M e 


Their ordinary Colour is grey, or rather pak 


Colour. But as to their changing to the Colou 
of all Things, which are placed near them, Fr 
perience has informed me that the Naturaliſe 
are here in the wrong, for they do not change to 
rad, nor 1 other colours; though I muſt 


own that I have obſerved ſudden changes in them 


133 4 


* 


I never could keep them alive above fir 
Months, and moſt of them, flys in four, I 
very -urious to know what their Inteſtines con 
ſiſted ot: Wherefore I opened ons ; in which 
found ſome Eggs, about as big as thoſe of ſal 

Feu together as if in a Thread 
but no Guts or any thing elſe. The Tong 
was the moſt remarkable of all, being as long: 
the whole Animal. With this they catch Fles, « 
they tell us; which is done in the following mat 
ner: The Camelion holds himſelf very, fil 
and when a fly comes in his way, he darts oil 
his Tongue with utmoſt fwiftneſs, graſps then 
with the arp point of it, and draws them in 
to which purpoſe his large wide Mouth, which 
opens, is very convenient. .  _ +. 

I this Beaſt is deſirous to deſcend. from at 
height lower, he very carefully advances, firſt on 
Foot and then the other ; which are alteryay 


£4 4 


in then 


ove five 
. 1 Was 


LET. XIV. O Greg of Guinea. 


followed with the ſame Caution by the hind Feet, 
his Tail curling about one _ or other in the 


continues as long as he finds any affiftanee by it, 


and then falls flat to the Ground. Their march 


isvery ſlow, and their ſize as erpreſſed in the 
An g 153 $55 F ‚— 7 thre 7?! 


Print; © * 4 1, „ * 8 5 Az CALL #54 <BR5, -þ '3 
Some would have it that the Camelion moſt- 
ly keeps his Mouth open; but I have very ſel- 


m obſervꝰd it, and: ſcarce ever when I did not 


carry them to /a place where they: could have the 
Pleaſure of imbibirigthe Air; then indeed they 
a e _ open, and ee 
their Motion an frequen t changing their 
7 the Pleaſure they were ſenſible ofl Their 
Eyes are round, very black and obſervably ſmall; 
but what is moſt remarkable, is, that they can 


direct one of them to one ſide, and the other to 


another : ſo that at once they can look upwards 


and downward, 1 
Thus far Monſieur de Brin; to which I ſhall 


only add the difference which I have obſerved 


betwixt thoſe of Smirma and this Country ; 


which chiefly is firſt, that they here live as 


many Years as Monſieur de Brin ſays Months : 


but then we put them in a Garden tipon one of 


the Trees; upon which they continue ſitting 


ſome time before they deſcend. They have alſo 


ſeveral times been Tent to Europe, and got over 


alive. =o N | 
The ſecond difference is, that I have not ob- 


ſerred any of theſe here with their Mouths open, 
and conſequently have not ſeen the Tongue or 
Flac: cog which yet does not diſ-engage me 
"believing Monſieur de Brin: But on the 
contrary, I take it for undoubted Trnth what he 
fays on that Head; for his Deſcription being ſo 
exact, tis probable chen that he obſerved it, 


» 4:Deſeription of ,che LE Xly, 


In all other Partiulars they entirely agree; 


{ay any more of 


them, than that Monſieur de Brayz might better 


have c 


compared their Eggs to thoſe of Lizards, 


than of mall Birds; for I have obſerved 
in all 2: 
do not bring 
Snakes, and Tortoiſes; that their Eggs are 
not covered with any hard Shell, but rather with 
a thick Fleſh, which is pliable and weak. What 
do you think, Sir, is not this Letter fairly leng- 

thenedꝰ I think at is: Wherefore tis high time 
to end the ſame; having at preſent nothing more 


4 
2 
* x 
F Wha, 
. 


s and creeping Animals which 
oung, but lay Eggs, 
s, Camelibns, Leguanes, 


that 


* * 


Dd o 
o 
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with all my Heart, Yours, Oc. 
* ** » » * * N 5 - 
$ « £ . . * wo. 9 26 Us * * * y 4 * 4 FS 2. . 
N 34& 4&8 n BFE 's ; . 


fo called by. the ve egroes 
+ bus Opglineſs ; 3 pans, kent eh ſame - 

be e beben Bird; i ſos 
der- Birdl. Pirochites, Parrots, Star-Birds, + In Datch 


Of Frogs he} Toads, ſome 'of which are very * 0 . 


Braſilian Cad, Jacks, 
4 Fiſh called. Siſie Pampher br - Net. * by 
groes; :C-rrcoverer , . and. "Maps +: 
large Fiſh ; ſeveral forts of Breum, Stomp. 

" meuſes, or Tele Noſet, Boardmanetjes or 
Pont, Maekrel, Saffer, Aboei, Ray, Soles, 
- Debs, Loher Crabs Prawns, Srimpe, 
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Serien of Pbegſantt Patridges; 
| Wild 11 Das 1 e orts..; Turtle Dover, : 
to Bills, (; Thy and other Edible b 
though unknown Birds : Of Crown Birds, 
| ken green Bird: blem nel white He- | 


= ron, =P >, Pager, Kites 4 cen & Birds 
ain Nivel. Bird, es fine” 55 Cheni. Boat 1 
on the, Geld ga alk. 5 KO yy < Large, Faw Bee, 


val bed fur 


Of our” Species . 
Beautiful . 


large Of 7be great numbers aud Various 
erte ef Halkes, ſome: of which: Bene d 
Head. Scorpion lui "ſort of Scolo- 
pendria, or many-feeted Worms, and”ſes 
5 veral other 2 Specter "Fes ores of Inſet#s. £5 * 
_ Multitudes 7 cl and. their frag 
" Fure. - Of the- vera! S 227 of: Ez 27 4. 


ſeveral: other 


S193 - _ Sprats, 


ba}? 4 il 
1 = ly 
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 Sprats, Karmon, e and Batavia - 
Alſe e vix. — 
Pers, Sword , Jays 0 or Requ . 


8 I R. 3 \ W Fe BY 18 8 1 W n 1 ID x 92 1 
222 my laſt | having OE the Vil 4 5 


that Wall af Birds, a Ro N "ine 
erent es. e 
Oe e 
o begin our Accoubit 0 | 
18 W ofley fin efiow the firſt place on 
o the exprelled in the Print, No. 9 : Of 

| vi: yd ich ral ker rs are N ho bout 4 cra, 9 the 
nN Province > Aqnamboe „in nd Abi -Apam in the 
* Comtty; being extraordinary Beautiful 
and poke a Henz their Feathers 


- = __ ---— x - 2 . s 
w_ S rome ” — IRE > = - — 
2229 4 — — * 
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= . bo gers. broad, 
1 3 198 bn tn Fines on e 05 
| Þ run . as Neel 2a Bird as as S . 
| e ee g 2 


WS white a de ec] Jed with 55 e 
Ach Ale Lilo 

otty 5 2s Fellow; 
= e Wen out on each fiat 
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Jo the Pheaſants i it will be proper to th 
annere of which there is a vaſt quah ali a 
over the 25 Coaſt, though we bye, nof et 
numbers of them to cat, by reaſon of the want of 
So DM But at Fida they are as plenty Y_ as 
e deſired, and at a. Very low price; : 8 and 
hen in ſeaſon are Very goo Food. 

Nor do we want wilg Ducks, Wick are 
here” very delicate, and ae differ from thoſe ; in 
Europe by being, ſomewhat fmaller. 

There are here two ſorts of them; of the frſt 


of which, duri Ga the 0 time of 7 Ref « 


dence on the Co 


live 11 to 50 110 7 not x. ee to 
have given ten Pounds Sterling for them... It is 
remarkable that before nor {ſince that t tie done 
of that Species have, been ſeenn. 5 
1 85 


And for about four Months paſt, I 
= 5 of the ſecond "3:28 5. n 


one o En Net Garriſon taper” like ht 
Bed 55 ect and abr 8 N ellow. Ane His 
Body adorned. with am qual mixture "of 7 en 


and greys. 5 5 fine as the farner. 
TAS =: here two; or rather three 27 Da of 
Turtle Doyes ; the firſt are ſmall, of a. 


than the ſecond ; which are of a a ach bright- 
e a a + The thir uy ſort being as tough; and 
large as theſe , 4 very beautiful Greens, 
2 ar Bills and Feet are yellow; they have a few 
ed Feathers, and their 1255 are 2 With 


intermixed with blew. 


84 - There 


* 


bur, and eat very well, bei much tenderer 


ge white ſpeckled Rings; ſome of which are 
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4 Deſcription of the L. E . xv. 


There is a very large Rock above our Fort at I Theſe B 
Axim, . or three Muſquet-ſhot from the Ran» Mine, ſinc 
ich is very thick grown with Under Gntlemer 


55 here Thou 50 of theſe two laſt ſorts d that 
ok Turtles harbour, and b by reaſon the Rock is 10 dem to th 
cloſely covered with tho Plants, we can cath Wh to acc 
but very few; for if we ſhoot them, ande they I berceive a. 
fall down, they are never found. Every Even. br beſides 
ing they come there to Rooſt, and in the Mo „y rare 
ing take their Flight in queſt of Food. liagreabl 
Crogked-bills and. ſeveral ſorts of S But the 
rh common here; ſeveral of them prove good I Daught, 
1 0 tough that they are not bautiful t 
| 5 I nds are t 
| Multitudes of all forts of Na this a 
2 7 Grall Bid which are ſhotten and t to thi! 
eaten ; but beſides that we are unacquainted with becauſe ſe 
* zer are not diftioguiſhes by any particular ſhort time 


EE for” thoſe which are not edible, but are W They 
on t for Beauty et Rarity (uppoſir ing cha Bill 
chem 10 caught.) The moſt common you vbole un 
Dave | 1 the Print, Ns. iy" Ok which there are Ml green Co 

t Fida, and in the whole Country 0 colour an 

e, 125 alſo few at and about Ars. The Heat 
Their Legs and Body are about the ſiae dra inder tf 
Stork, and they are cal led 'Crown-Birds, "from Ml rf on h 
the BEA ellowiſh Tuft or Crown intermized Fyes, ab 
with" Weckted Feathers, ftrutting like Hogs Bri- I bautiful 
fles; Eh which. their. Heads are d conclude. 
Their l are chiefly covered with black Beauty. 
F en their Wings furniſhed With larpi ge, Here 
red, yel 105. white Vings black Quills : Ther the blew . 
Heads are beautified with Fart Spots, half a WW hare plac 
Thumbs breadth on each fide, and the fore-part MM al here « 
al their Head is cloſely. covered with a per- In the 
fect black downy * fort of Feathers, - which' at in the Be 


3 . 


Ice Tems 0 be black . 5 all Port 


a 2 4 
* + 
* 


T. XV. Gold Coaft of Ouinea. 

Theſe Birds ſeem to be in great eſteem in Hu- 
te, ſince we are inceſſantly ſolicited by ſome 
Gntlemen to ſend them over: and I have been 
t foris d that they preſumed to preſent one of 
k is { dem to the King of Exgland, who was alſo plea- 
catch Wh to accept of it. But for my part I cannot. 
d they proeive any ſuch extraordinary Beauty in them; 


Even. Win beſides. their Head and Neck there is nothing 
Morn, rey rare; the reſt of their Body being rather 
U'nꝛßĩ;N % d , ied bones 
bes are . But the Bird of which I have ſent you the 
2 good Draught, No. 12. on the contrary is not leſs 
re not beautiful than rare; for though moſt of the other 
I inds are to be found all over the Coaft, I never 
tts of Wt this any where but at Apam, where I am 
n and Wart to think there are great numbers of them 
with becauſe ſending out two Days ſucceſſively in a 
iculat Ml ſhort time I had one brought me ſhotten Dead; 
br otherwiſe they are not eaſily taken. 
it are They are very like a Parrot, having exactly 
poſing Wl ſicha Bl which is dark yellow; the Breaſt and 
you WM vhole under part of their Body is of a very fine 
e are WF zreen Colour; the upper-part grey, red, ſky- 
ry of WM colour and deep blew,very agreeably intermixed: 
© Wi The Head, Neck and Tail, which are all green, 
of 2 Ml render this Bird very Charming; the Feathers. 
from WM riſe on his Head like a Comb; he hath large 
nized WM Eyes, above and below which are two the moſt. 
s Bri- I beautiful red Rays that can be imagined. To 
ned: conclude, this Bird is not to be parrallelled for 
black Wl beauty. „ ts 
arge, Here are two ſorts of Herons obſervable, 
Their BN the blew and the white; both which we might 
alfa ke placed amongſt the edible-Fowl, ſince ſeve- 


. nt 
per- . In theſe Parts is alſo an unknown Bird, as big 
at 2 in the Body as a Gooſe, moſtly white, which we 
he all Portugueze z which is alſo eaten by ſome * 

| OT 
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Coaſt, very like a Falcon, and tho' but a 151 
bigger than a Dove, yet he is ſo bold and ſtron 
that he attacks and flies away with the Jateef 


hx AO EE 2 
The third ſort of Birds of Prey on this Coat 
are the Kites; theſe ſteal all they can, diſcover 
and carry off, beſides Chickens, whether Fleſh 
or Fiſh ; and that ſo boldly that they frequent- 


Iy fieze the latter in the Hands of the Negroe-Wo- 


men as they are going along the Street or ſitting 
„ 


No. 13 repreſents a Fowl which harbours nent 


Lakes and Rivers; and may very well 5 for 
| | Chicken, 


a fine Bird: He is about as large as a 
the upper-part of his Body black or brown ſpeck- 
led with white, and the under either deep yellow 


or red; he hath alſo a Tuft of. ſpeckled Feathers 
riſing like a Comb; and his Bill in proportion 
18 His Body is extractdinary t INS. 


In the next Leaf I have preſented you with 2 


Fedaſe Crown-bird. ;+and wiſh I could alſo ſend 
you a Praught of the fort found on the Gold 
Coaſt, and then you would obſerve a great dil. 
ference; it being twice as fine, and of ten 
various Colours, às green, red, blew, . {ky-colour, 


brown, black, white, tc. and whiat is very ob. 
 Frvable, they have a long Tail; out of which i 


* 


the Negroes 


Focquenbrog mentions Peacocks that he faw at the 
River Bontry, which can be no other than theſe 
Birds; for here are no Peacocks on the Coaſt. 


No. 


bn: In this 
in their / 
0g, and t 
th Feathe 
uy z his 
1 h too 12 
hath, is 
ack, his 

v Food is 
once a8 
km down 


er of Rat 


ich weh: 


| 
| 


pull the. Feathers to wear on their 
Heads, We call them Crown birds, becauſe ſome 

haye a beautiful Blew, and others a Gold-colow- 
ed Crown or Tuft on their Heads. Monſieur 


runs on t 
Ir ſelves, 
ben, as th 


half d 
Wat our Fe 


It's agree 
ps ſet on 
arm hi 


1 th 


- Nas” 


Paint repr Ke * 
| 135. 98 a a black Semicircle aba 


| ama 8 7 Feet ap 


A: Deſevimian of * 5 EI. KM 
the 3 him, which was like two piec 
Wood ſtroke againſt each Gen or 125 
Snappers. 

Theſe, being all his good. a5 well as bad Q, 
ties, J leave Vou to judge whether he is han 
ſome or ugly, though I cannot doubt but yy 
will ere him the RW #) The Negrors. 0 
him Pokkoe.. ',. | 1 

No. 15 is 4 Bird in * 176 ene 
former; though his. Neck is much longer. Wü 
he ſtands on his Feet and ſtretches his Neck u 
2 28 99755 NRA Op s height. 0 

1e mot mm by ft Wer Apam, 
bag us Feathers black, white, red, 975 
ſeveral Aker Colours interwized: all Over 
Body 2 his Eyes are large and yellow, 1 
is al 229 obſerved of t him; he may qr 
well paſs for a fine Bird: His Nane is Won 
LL me and the Nroes 0 ares 35 Fo 
No. 16 fs a e Bi 2s 
im ; his Bill. 1 ae ' 


arp, his Body checquered With yellow, at 


his Neck Tail compoſed of yellow, bk 
30d Hack Te rs, auch a 6 Feathers anf 


_ 17 e Bird hape Uke the fa : 
mer, and, of the. fame Species.z from wid WM 
be chiefl differs in that his 75 38 thick, e We 
and TRA the under · part o f Body ba 
rg, . i kalte and his 0 ert! 
Well 28 C rf « 
No. 18 is alſo a Bird, 9 of Aire fr 
the firſt in any thing elſe, except that grey ll 
vellow are antermixed amongſt, gft his Feathers; 
| hath a-ſharp Bill, and in e 1 MP 
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” TH Gollt li Coo of © Gifts: 


10 19 is 2 Bird not above half ſoibig as the 
dent, and ſhaped almoſt like a Sparrow ; 


yur being as r as Jett, his Wings and 
terey' the reſt of his y of a bright red; 
It is indeed pity we cannot keep theſe Birds | 


bit No. 20 far excceds all the other in Beau- 

| He always harbours abont the Rivers, fat- 
nobimſelf with ſmall Fiſh. His Wings and the 

art of his Body are entirely blew, ſome- 

i inclining to Sky-colour, as are alſo the 


Juft on his Head; his Breaſt is of a 
by, mixed with ſome blew and red Neuber 
Feet and Bull nl a bright red and very thick : 


15 ird was drawn by the painter during 
Sickneſs, and very unwillin . which is 
reaſon that he hath not expreſſed the variety 
bis Colours; otherwiſe he would have appear- 

me of the moſt beautiful ſmall Birds, which/ 
tonly Guinea produces, but ſeveral other Coun- 


s afford. | 
No. 21 expreſſe es another granivorous Bird, 


Hart of his Body and Neck is of a reddiſh 


atiful yellow 12 the fore part ; the up- 
part dl his Body and Wings 
Tail is compoſed Y black, yellow and red 


athers intermixed. 
th beautiful red Breaft, and under part of 


Tail as black as Pitch, and the upper-part' 
tis Head of a bright Yellow, # and taped as' 
kee 1 him. 5055 


hers of his Neck which are pretty long, and 


ped as the Print deſcribes; his Breaſt, the un 
low; his eg is intirely black, except a 


No. 
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Colour renders him very beautiful, his Head 5 


Wings are black, add 


No. 22 is about as big again as the former, | 
body ; the upper-part of his Body, Wings 
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called Sparrows, for what Reaſon I can 


ſcarce ten ſurvive. - 5 7175 1 
No. 25 repreſents a Parrot, though I: mg 


and moſt of them come from far In-land Cant 


* 


HEX. 


A Deſcription of the. | LET y 

No. 23 and 24 expreſs tired ſmall p 1 
or Guinea Sparrows; not that here are n. 
like thoſe in Europe: but on the contrary | 
have here vaſt numbers of the ſame Sys 
without the leaſt difference; but theſe are 3 


J. X 
All the 
4 ozaonto 
alt blew. | 
It woul 
an unnece 
theſe Bird 
that they 
ere, and 
ery few 
five 3 — 
F rery tre 
Ib. E 
pelent y 
not thence 
of Species 
theſe do 
have ſeen. 
to me. 

" Thoſe 

not ſend, 
beautiful: 
that I can 

But I n 
Iwer you. 
fore to co 
yet add © 
wonders : 
bs Voice 
ue told t 
they hear 
tended 
thy Relat 


tell. : 
The whole Coaſt, but more eſpecially:the1g 

er part of it, as Monre, Cormantyn, Spun » 
Acra very plentifully abounds with theſe Biral 
They are of a green colour, mixed with a he; 
tiful red, and ſome of them have alſo a few v 
low and black Feathers. Their Bill like thi 
Parrots is red and crooked. |  _ 
They are very beautiful little Creatures; an 
daily, or when-ever opportunity offers, we ſi 
great numbers of them to Holland; where th 
bear a goodivalue. We puny buy them hi 
at the rate of a Rycksdollar per Dozen: But m 
of them commonly die in their Paſſage to Huln 
notwithſtanding which, a certain Author hath a 
ventured to tell us that they live thirty, fo 
or more Years; but that muſt be once on atin 
For at preſent of one hundred that we ſend on 


A 


have ſpared that unneceſſary pains, becauſe it 
daily ſee them in Holland; bnt he is ſuch afui 
ful Animal, that I could not deny him a fla 


here. [2 of no HY 
We have them allover the Coaſt but not min 


tries. Thoſe of Benin, Calbar and: Cape Iq Mee 
Iy not ſo docile; but theſe Men, like Lad CORK 
admire what comes from afar.  / M Neat ma 


— 


3 


T. XV. Gold Co aft of G vines. 


All the Parrotshere on the Coaſt, as alſo onthe 


ET. s | 2 
c onto) af Gina, and the mentioned places, 


arroch 


| are f 


2 » WF {t would be to waſh an Athiopar, or at leaſt 
1 a: unneceſſary Taſk, to ſay much concerning 
* * eee Birds, ths they are ſo common in Holland, 


ere, and bear a leſs price alſo ; for I believe 


x then” fe in Holand would give th 
yery few in Holland WO ive three, four or 
Tor 1 1 Brrung for . Parrot, which 
ith a be prery fre quently one here. 


"Theſe, Sir, are all the Birds which I can 
preſent you the Draughts of 7 but vou mut 
it thence inferr that there is no greater variety 
of Species ; On the contrary, I dare averr that 


2 few yi 
ke that 


ures : 


we dete do not amount to a fifth part of what I 
"here ile ſeen, to paſs by thoſe which never occurred 
them H me. 


But n Tboſe which for want of a Painter I could 
ent ſend, are in their kind all extraordi 

© hath af pzutiful : Wherefore I am not a little concerned 
b cannot get them drawn. bh 

| But J muſt ; ve. tience till 1 | hear what an- 
fond o rer you pleaſe to ſend to my requeſt: Where. 
fore to conclude this Diſcourſe of Birds, I ſhall 
yet add one; of which I remember to have read 
wonders : His Feathers are repreſented like Stars, 
bs Voice as. loud as that of a Bull; and we 
we told that when the Negroes are travelling, if 
they hear him on the left Hand they quit their 


tat they are there much leſs eſteemed than 
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"of : mtended Journey, and return home: How far 
nd Cu i e agrees with Truth, L leave you to 
WES. 4 his Bird'is about twice as big as a Sparrow, 
ae 15. lus Feathers are not in the leaſt like Stars, though 
nſequa indeed he hath a few ſmall Specks, which they wall 


| : 1s 


lo conſtrue; but if that be allowed there are a a 
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I. oads and Frogs 


ſhaped like ours, but they are in ſome places of 
terrible largeneſs. ra remain? | 


mon Table-Plate. When I firſt ſaw them I took 
them for Lard-Tortoiſes ; of which we have a 


Errour by their leaping. 


# 


1 Diſchipnion of i. "Lv 


His Voice or Lowing is hollow: and piercing 


but to compare him to that of à Bull, is to: $7 
fert, that a Bell of one Hundred Pound y obs, 
give as great a Sound, as that of ten Thou The! 
VVV SS 
As to what concerns the third part of the Me Wit 
count of him, I have not much to offer againſtii em. 
for as the World, with seſpe& to Human Li Here 5 
is hable to a perpetual change; and what me wh 
preſent is one thing, may in one hundred YealMitoſe tak 
xe altered to another: So I can eaſily bog, th 
lieve that the Negroes were formerly Superſſitia bigger: 
enough to put a ſtop to their Travels and retunMfntrails 
home upon hearing this Bird on the left Hand Men alſ 
fince at preſent they don't take it for a go Mot « 
Omen; now they never break off their Joe are { 
ney on that account, unleſs it be - ſome ei bre ver 
traordinary Bigots, with which all Parts along, a 
Foreq : But Fol them no rational CharadieMWyith wi 
anden ggg A Ns 
Having ſaid enough of this Bird, and thWhy one 
whole Feathered Kind; I thallinthe next pad ock, v 
ny ſomething of Reptiles, and whatever apton der Woo 
mates to that fort of Animals: Of which I ci very 
only impart two Draughts, which ſhall follo ware of 
In their place; but firſt of the Toads. dent Da 


| are as numerous here as il 
3 the laſt being alſo of the ſame fize ; but 


the firſt are not only in as great abundance and 


At Adja, an Engliſþ Village, twixt Moure and 


. 


Cormantyn, I have ſeen ſome as broad as a con 


ſo ſome here; but was ſoon convinced of mp 
told me that a vaſt Number of them harbour 
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piercing bout that place. They differ from other Toads 
is to a any in largeneſs, which renders them very hi- 
ound i keous. by | 


Thou The Toads here, as well as in other pl. 2 
have been 


mortal Enemies to the Snakes, and we 


of the yr Witneſſes of ſeveral Engagements betwizs 
againſtifthem. _ : | 


man Lift | 

| what Whme whereof are hidecus great; the largeſt of 
red YealMthoſe taken in my time here was twenty Foot 
eaſily 008 long, | though In-land I believe there are yet much 
perftitionſſtipger : And we have frequently found in their 


nd return 
eft Hand 
T 4 00 
their If 
ſome el 
Parts ar 
Charad 


Men alſo. rs V N 

Moſt of them are venomous; but the follou- 
0g are ſo to an extraordinary degree; and there. 
fore very dangerous. Theſe are ſcarce a Yard 


with white, black and yellow. . 
I was. once in the utmoſt danger of my Life 


bng, about two Spans thick, and variagated | 


Here are great Quantities and Variety of Snakes; 


and iy one of theſe, Serpents: for as I fate at Ain by 
next pa Rock, which was over. grown with Trees and Un- 
er apton der- Woods, one of theſe: poyſonous Animals was 
hich Leu et very near me; when by a great chance Iwas 
all folloWarare of him guſt time enough. to eſcape the evi- 
%% 
here as 1 The Snakes infeſt not only the Woods, but the 
ink da bvellings of the Negroes, and even our Forts 
ce and 


and Bed-Chambers, where I have often killed 
laces of 4 them. | 1 

Voure and dead Snake with two Heads; whether both was 
as a colifrviceable to the Body, as ſomo affirm, ſince 
>m I took the Snake, as I told you, was dead, I could not 
determine; nor could I obtain any ſatisfactor y 
d of M\Micount from the Negroes. | | 


Several Perſons beſides. my ſelf have ſeen a 


fb Fadu Of all the various Species of Snakes, I have 
harboueeuſed only one to be * but as ſoon as 
abon . R- 


ä — —— ˙ y — 


1 


tunit yy to preſent you with more: For beide 
that we can cauſe them to be taken every Pa 
we have alſo a reſerve of ſome of their Skin 
ſtuft and kept; one of which! is fourteen Fo ell as 
long, and within two Foot of his Tail hath ty 

- Claws; which helped him to ere& himſelf and confi 


Head is like that of a Pike, and ſtock d wit 
much ſuch another row of ' Teeth. _ 


is about five Foot long; as thick as a Man's Arg 


4 Deeription of the LET. xy, 


% 


another Painter comes hither,-I ſhall have oppo 


tributed to his more expeditious march. 


o 


ſharp pa 


it ceaſes 


exlinels. 


The Snake which the Print No. 26 expreſſy 


variegated with black, brown, yellow an No pl 
- white Streaks very agreeably miret. iin; th 
The moſt curious put. of this Reptil is Mey are 
Head, which is very broad and flat. He inju . Vorms, 
neither Man nor Beaſt, any otherwiſe than by Wyith wh: 
very ſmall Horn, or rather Tooth, which i k fide of t 
5 thoah the upper Jaw ſtrikes through his Na (mmber ] 
and is white, hard, and ſharp as an Awl; a If I f 
the Negroes going bare-foot very often inſenſiblMicribe ea 
"tread on them, by reaſon that when theſe CreaMCrickets, 
tures meet with any repaſt, they fo ſatiate thentrenty 
ſelves, that they fall into ſuch a ſound Sten bould f 
that it is no ſmall Noiſe that can awaken them ch I 
Wherefore they are very eaſily taken or killed. Mledpe of 
Next to this Serpent, No. 27, is a large Sc I with 


pion ; of which I need not ſay any thing, lnalud oppc 
he is incolnparably well drawn as big as Meet wit 
Life; though I have ſeen them here as big urts of 


ſmall Lobſters, being alſo furniſhed with ſui a Spec 
Claws and Feet, and their whole Bodies covered of 
over e —_— Y wx | 5 to reſi 
Very few are ignorant how icious t 2 cor 
Fate is to Mankind. Some def le ben; an, 

a ſmall Bladder full of Poyſon, of a half Fi The 1 
ers breadth at the end of their Tails, which th9Wrell kn 
ſpurt out when they ſtrike either Man or By Wanties 


and this is unavoudably MAC 


T. Me T. XV. Gold Coafs:of Guine. 
ave oppo This here repreſented had a Bladder : as. bis a8 | 
or beſide . white Pea, full ot Poyſon 
we; Dari The Scorpions, in my Cate, ought to be 
neir SkinWrckoned amongſt the number ol Inſects, Tan 
rteen Fo vell as the Millipedes, or Hoglice ,' which 
1 hath ture called Centepees by the Portugueſe, and are 
f and cube found to be prodigiouſſy numerous; and 
rch. Hough their ſting is not ſo dangerous as that of 
ock d wide Scorpions, yet it is certain it occaſions a _y 
pain for three or four Hours ; after whi 
 expreſſ it ceaſes ien kaving the leaſt relick of un- 
lan 8 Arm 10 neſs. | | 
elo ant No place in our Parts is free Ha theſe Ver- | 
nin; the longeſt. of which are about a Span; 
ptil is bey are flat and red interſpe&ed like other 
He mjugFWorms, having two ſmall Horns or rather Claws; 
than wh vith which they ſtrike. The Feet are on each 
11 95 lide of the Body, and are 30 or 40 their exact | 
his 'NolMmmber I cannot inform you of. 
Awl ; and} If 1 ſhould treat of all our Inſecta, * de- | 
inſenfiblMicribe each Species of them; | ſuch as the Bees, 
heſe CreaMCrickets, Caterpillars, Graſhoppers, and above 
iate themtrenty forts of Worms, Ants and Beetles, I 
nd Slew * fill two Quire of Paper; in order to 
en them nich I ſhould want nothing but a perfect Know- 
or Killed. * of that Subject. 
arge Sa 1 with Mr. Leeuwenboeck that great Naturaliſt 
ing, nod opportunity to do it; for I believe he would 
ng as f reet with more Rarieties here than in all other 
as big parts of the World. I have ſent you herewith, 
with {ui a Specimen, a Boxful, containing above a hun- 
s covered of the moſt rare Species of them; be pleas 
ao reſt contented with them, and a Deſcription 
cious tit 2 couple of Inſects which L have not there 
hem haet; and firſt of the Bees. : 
nalf ig The Excellence of the Guinea Honey i is very 
rhich tegel known to many; here are prodigious 
or Beaſt Kanties of that as well as Wax, about Ko de 
- Ti" T4 : Gabon, 


ET Xy; 1 . XV. Gold Craſ of Guinea. 
Gulph off hundred, and if they were not enough, 
he Coal WM moment more were called: After anch n 1 


Order, all mutually 1 each other 1 in the 
carriage of the Burthen. | 
Theſe Piſmires are of Various ſorts; great and 


ful than that of the Milpedes: The white: | are 


the ſpace of one Night alone they car .cat* their 
wy through a thick wooden Cheſt of Ghbds, 
ind make it as full of Holes As if it had Bern 
ſhot through with Haik-ſhot. 

That the Ants have a ay I is 23 arp e 
82 Crey-fiſh, as Monſieur Focquenbrog is ae 

v tell us, is what 1 don t know, and co equent- 
ly dare not averr. 

Having thus, in m. Opinion, pafticuberly 
enough treated of the Animals which fly in the 
Air as well as thoſe on the Earth; it remains 
mly to finiſh this Letter in running through The, 
who inhabit the Sea and Rivers. | 

The want of Fleſh and other neceſſary 1 — 
n in this Country, renders the Sea bond 
sthe principal Support of Human Life; without 
vhich it were in Fi ble to ſubſiſt here: F or not 
mly the Negroes, but moſt of the Europeans live 


y ſeveral 
hey over: 
eave hum 
h to nt 


of thoſe 
ture that 


N reat Happineſs, and particular Provi- 
dence of God, that the Sea and Rivers here ſeem 
= to conteſt which [ ſhall produce, the dest 


amo \ Both afford ood 104 delicious Fi: ; 
pla the principal | gory 2 L ſhall here. exemplifie. 
of tel Firit, the Sea here produces 2 Fiſh as large as 
| and e bur common which is here called Beben 


m above 
| which follow T 3 | The 


ſmall, white, black and red; the ting of the 
bft inflames to a great degree, and 3 iS more pain- 


ranſparent as Glaſs, and bite i forcibly, that in 


all s on Fiſh; Bread and Palm- Oil. So that it is 


Cod, bene erster) fat and delicate; after 
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eize their Prey, and march off with it in R! 8 


2 
7 
; 
al 
; 
| 
= 
* 
A 
1 
wy 
Mo. 
ö 
| 
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rr. 
The Jacks or Pikes great and ſmall, Which in much firn 
their ſeaſon are very fat and good and not ſo hairy Where by * 
as in Holland. Ray or 
Here. are alſo Plaice and Flounders; and tho the dy goOc 
firſt but ſeldom appears, yet the ſecond are ex. Soles a1 
traordinary plenty, thoug neither ſo thick nor exceeding 
ſo g good . 7 Holland; from which they alſ Nor is 
_ -viltb rm mps e 
There i is another fort 1 finall flat Fiſh har, 115 
which in delicacy ſurpaſſes all the reſt on the ich are 
Coaſt : _ Theſe, "Uh are here called as 1 ſo 
pbers. ; but 
Which are 7 followed by another : as flat bu y POOL 
rounder, diſtinguiſhed by he obſcene. Name of Wie Red-1 
C coperer. i reſerve g 
Here 9 2 Half. Koords, n 11 Giltheads The Ri 
and other large Fiſh, asblack and white Carabins, Ir the Ses 
which are cheap and good F ood. for the meanet irt, Car 
ſort N dpecies a 
Here are Bream in very great Nen of thre nd of th 
or four ſorts; two of which eſpecially are very ſh far fro 
fat and delicate, which aye wand called J« Whery deli 
cob Evert xen end Lie 5 he ſec 
Amongſt the middle ſi . Fiſh, 156 firſt the Whie forme 
geen fo called from 5 va: flat Snowy; ck a E 


ey taſte like our Haddock. * - = 

The ſecond ſort, which are 8 leſa, Ra 2 
ber of Pouts, called by the Dutc Baardmametja, 
from their Hars like a Beard hanging at thei 


Chops. 
"We bave ſouitimnes Mackerel, though but 

very few are caught; but vaſt Shoals are taken 

of the Safer or Kings-fiſh, as the Dutch call i 5 
which in their ſeaſon are extraordinary fat and 
gcod, taſting like Eels: Gutted and dryed they 

are eaten inſtead of Salmon. „ 
Amongſt the ſmall Fiſh, the firſt which ocam 

= jw 4 Goeß, ot like dur e 0 
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"The Ri 
led Ba 
tent goc 
hey are 
Hough v 
{ lch the 
[ coul. 
at my 
Mectes ; 3 
s reck! 
kfiftion 


five: or 
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- 


re by Thouſands. 


. 


rey good and in prodigious plenty. 
exceeding ours in Holland. 


rimps and Prawns: We have alſo Thouſands 
o two ſorts of Sprats, great and ſmall ; both 
ich are very fat when in ſeaſon, though the 
4; but the laſt are yery. 
ry good either pickled Ii 
lite Red-herrings ; both which ways we yearly 
weave preat One ro. 


Firſt, Carmou, a white Fiſh, the largeſt of which 
Spectes are-about three quarters of a. Yard long, 
nd of the thickneſs of a Man's Arm; they are 
ery delicious if not too fat and oily. © 

he ſecond is the Mullet, which differs from 
e former only in that it is leſs and hath not fo 


led Batavia; the largeſt of which are indif- 


ey are very apt to do: Some © 
tovgh very erroneouſly) taken them for Pearch, 
mich they are not in the leaſt like. FEE 


my ſelf with touching upon the principal 

Neis, and affuring you that a lover of Fiſh, 
& 1 reckon my ſelf, may here meet with full ſa- 
dation: He may. make a ſatiating Fiſh-Meal 
Mive or fixpence charge; and a Soldier, or 
; | T4 thoſe 


mich firmer and. more. delicate; they ar e taken s 
Ray or Thorn. back both great and ſmall, is here 
Soles and Dabs are here extraordinary ; the firſt 


$ 1+ #5 F r * . 
Nor is here any want of Lobſters, Crabs, 


mmer ſo tringy that they are not much efteem- 
agreeable Food, and 
ke Herrings or dryed 


The River-Fiſh, belides thoſe which come out 
f the Sea and ſtay in Rivers, are of three ſorts. 


far from being too Jean, that they would be 


ick a Head; but is full as good Food. as the 
The Rivers produce a third ſort of Fiſh here 
rent good, if they don't n which 


us have 


could NR ſeveral other Fiſh, | but I con- 


CA 1 
* N 
b | 
5 


* 


any want. 


at Deſcription of the > LET. RY, 
thoſe who cannot afford to run ſo high, may et 
their fillat half that price. I would be here under. 
ſtood to ſpeak: of the g 25 courſe of the Marks 
for ſometimes there 18 leaſt one half difference 


an well in the price as ADS and it is really Ml to ſtay : 


melancholy to ſee how: the miſerable fe The 1 

rt ſubſiſt when there is no Fiſh, which com. 
550 happens in the ill W eather, or Winter, a 

it is here called ; forat other times one fort of 

Fiſtr or another being i in ſeaſon there never i 


However I ſhall yet 223 8 A Deſcription of thre 
Species more, that ate dd on this Coaſt; 


which by reaſon of their Rarity I cannot omit, Wl ze dai 
The firſt and largeſt are called there and ell ſhoals. 
where by the Dutch enten: Tal Op ſpeak fon of . 


more particular of theſe in ores place, and at which t 
this time only hint, that 1 the Coaſt in fe ing ſeve 
Weather, uhen "He Fiſher- Alen 115 10 the beſt of thein i greedil) 
Captioi theſe Fiſh came Fir the ſhoar, andi! 

45 the. 75 alſure us, 55 fri . the Fil, 


that "they immediat 5 mar fligkt, and The 
even che. next Day ily 1g ich is to 0 in nor lay 
the Sea; ſo that they e purſae them yen young 1 
cloſe, - Theſ⸗ 
The 88890 are the 1 2 #th," ſo Called ole C 
reaſon of the flat Bone about a Tard or an El the, Sla) 
long, and a hands-breadfh. which they, have 2 wry ra 
the end of their Snout ; "This Bene is | furpilhed i the mo! 
with about ſeventeen, nineteen, or more Par Ik an 
Teeth, about a Fingers length on each ſidg, and lad, 1 
moſtly rugged, and one more on one ſide kan of theſ 
the 1 He is ſeven, eight, nine and ſom: I helped 
times ten feet long, though he is alſo. extraord: het 
nary thick. How theſe 1 War againk have {o 
Whales and other very ge Fil. T cannot in- diſmal 
form you; for I ſhall 55 N any thing. tending five of i 
558 way, becauſe I never. ſaw any fuch thing Slip to 


-— 


% £ 
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nor have been at the place whers an any of theſe. 
ſkirmiſhes have happened; and out of an appre- 
kenfion that I-ſhonld never return, I am not very 
Glicitous to viſit them, eſtceming,1t much better 
vo ſtay at home. | 

The third ſort are Hayes or Karwan, by fome 


ich (though utterly; wrong) named Sex-Dogs 
"Inter, u they are not in the leaſt like Lag nt — —— 
e ſo very thick as well as ver) long, ſome of them 


tetwixt twenty and. thirty foot; their Head ig 
3 broad, flat, and cheir Snout JE ſharp-pointed. 3 
1 of 2 x to the reſt they are very ugly. bins FA iſh 1 — 
s Coaſt; 1 . beſt and moſt common. Foo 

ot omit taken Es the Gold Coaſt]. in 2 

| | . The Em opeans_ never eat them, by 3 


all ſpeak 10 2 the tou 25 of their Fleſh ; to remedy 


>” AN which the —— Bays at a rotting and. ftigk- 
E in fine ing ſeven or eigh after which they are 
ft of ther greedily Ref as a.delicacy, and a re Trade 
n 1s driven in; this Commodity to the In- land 

Country,. ; 
Gy and The He doth not ſpa wi like ** F iſhes, | 
een in nor lay Eggs (as the Tegel — but caſts, its 
em ey young in the manner of Qnadrupede ws | 
x Theſe Fiſh.. do no manner of damage on the 

whole Gold Coaſt; but at Fida and Ardra, where 


ravenous, and in m Opinion fiercer than; 
"hs voracious Anima in the World. 
Ik any Pe over- board he is infallibly 
lad, unleſa (which very ſeldom 1 vs Þ= a 
of theſe. Fiſh. 5 ese or he is 1 | 
helped up. 7 


— 


have ſometimes, not without . horrour, ſeen the 


diſmal. Re pacionſneſs of theſe Animals; four or 
re of them together ſhoot to tie bottom under tie 
ß to tear the Read Corps to pieces, at each bite 


* 


the Slave Trade is managed, they are extraordi- 


ly, 
hen dead Sla Slaves are | thrown over-board; H 


an 


282 


Filh, yet 


. A Defeription of the LET. Xy. 
an Arm, a Leg, or the Head is ſnapt off; and 
before you can tell twenty they have ſometime 
divided the Body amongſt them ſo nicely that 
not the leaſt Particle is left; nay, not fo much 

as any of the Intrails ; and if any one of them 
happen to come too late for his ſhare, he is ready 


to eat np the others, and they attack one another 


with the teſt violence in the World; and 
mounting their Heads and half their Bodies above 


the furface of the Water, they give one another 
ſuch forcible blows that they make the Sea 2. 


wund to tremble. 


* 


When the Haye ſeizes his Prey he is obliged 
to turn himſelf on his Back, becauſe” his Mouth 
s placed far behind and low: wherefore he can. 
not come at any thing upwardds. 
When we ſometimes tabs one of theſe Fiſh and 
hawl him on board with a Rope, we are alway 
obliged to keep at a diftance ; for beſides his 
ſharp Teeth, he ftrikes with his Tail, which 
is prodigious ſtrong ; and whoever comes near 
him loſes erther an Arm or a 
hath it broken to piece. 

I take the Reaſon why they don't fall on Man- 


kind on the Gold Coaſt to be that they can here ea- 


ſily fatitate themſelves with ſmaller Fiſh ; which is 
wanting at Ardra and Fida: Wherefore rather 
than ſtarve. they devour Human Bodies; which 


IT am apt to think reliſn very well, ſince when our 


Ships depart from thoſe places, they ſometimes 
follow them for three Weeks or a Month, waat- 
ing for more Slaves to be thrown over-board. 

Notwithſtanding the rapacious Cruelty of theſe 


Truth, that at Cape Vert, where they are rave- 


nous enough, it happened that one of our Ma- 


ſters, either by Misfortune or Neceſſity (I for- 


got which) was over-board, and not being able 
nz 5 8 | "WW 


Leg, or at leaſt 
SPAR 7 #20 | Ef P71 


ſome + Perſons told me as a certain 


fay perh 
ſyim or 
in order 
lfay, n 
in her ( 
and as t 
defire al 


ET. XV. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 

o ſwim very well, was in danger of drowning, 
jut that a Haye in the very lucky Minute, ſoftly 
caught him by the Leg, and carried him on 
board one of our Ships. If this be true, it is 
2 greater miracle than Arion 's engaging the Dol- 
rhin by his melodious =P to waft him ſafe to 
Gore, fince the Haye ſaved the Man without any 
inducement : but to believe this to be true re · 
qures a ſtrong Faith; notwithſtanding that to 
engage me to it, the very Man, the particular 
Day and Place are Fat of But two Reaſons 


frongly oppoſe the Truth of this Story; firſt, 
the innate Cruelty of this Fiſh ; ſecondly, that 
whilſt- on his Belly he cannot take any hold; 
ſ that he muſt have lain on his Back ere he 
coald have ſeized. this Maſter; after which he 
muſt have ſwam in that poſture. But you'll 

fy perhaps that in his Youth he had learned to 
ſyim on his Back (as our Boys commonly do,) 
in _ to pr _ | ms occaſion. 3 mall 
Lay, my Friend? Nature is very ſtupendious 
in — 3 let us dae 8 there; 
and as to the reſt be aſſured that 1 — 

delice always to remain, Sir, Yours) &'6. 
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e 
of | the:Pulme-Trees,. and their Fruit, aul 

- other Properties Of four ſorts of Palm- 
Mie. Of Coca-Trees, wild Cocos or Pi 
teta r. Orances and Lemon Treer they 
mot. A copious Deſcription of the Papa. 
Tree, aud its Fruit; alſo of the Tree cl. 
led Piſang, dliſtinguiſbed into Bakovens o 
 Paqunovens and Banand t.. © What" ſort of 
Fruit the Cormantyn Apples are, and wh 

| fo called, Of Pomgranates and Vin 
F 
ſome af which are very high. aud large 


* * 


led. Where: Mood fit for fine Works is pro 
duced: *Of ibe Fruits of the Earth; "and 
firit of the Corn, or the greater or leſſer 
fort of Milhio or Millet, Rice, TJambe: 
and Potatoes, Of all ſorts of Beans. 4 
large Deſcription of Anana's concerning 
which ſome Authors are contradiFed. Of Wa 
ter Melons, a very fine Fruit. Of Mali. 
gneta otherwiſe called the Grains of Part 
diſe, or Guinea Pepper. Piement, Tarre 
gon and ſtinking Tobacco Of which the 
Negroes are great lovers. Of the manner 
of boiling their Salt. En 


SIR 


which ro 
and whe 


HIS ſhall only diſcharge the promiſe of 
T the former, to ſay ſomething concerning 
heTrees here and their Fruit, as well as the Corn 
ind Plants of this Country: In which, to avoid 
l Circumlocution, as the Coco in the Eaft-Indies 


> y way of excellence is numbred amongſt the 
| 2 — fc | Trees; | ſo with equal juſtice the Palm 


ckims the preheminence here; ſince with the 
up of Bread and Fiſh it ſubſiſts moſt of the 
People on the Coaſt. Ba 

The firſt produce of this Tree is its Nuts; 
which roaſted when young taſte very deliciouſly, 
nd when old are covered with a red Huſk or 
ell, black on the hinder-part, and contain the 
Palm-Oil, which is obtained by contuſion and 


ly red, but if kept ſome Years turns white: It 
z a little nauſeous firft to New-Comers here, 
but for him that is uſed to it, is no deſpiceable 
guce; beſides that it is oy ſtrengthening and 
healthful ; and I am inclined to prefer it in ſe- 
eral Diſhes before Oil of Olive. 
After the Oil is expreſſed the Pulp ſerves the 
Negroes for a delicacy z and if kept till old is 
emaordinary good to fatten Hogs, and render 
their Fleſh very firm. 
The ſecond Fruit it yields is the Wine it ſelf: 
To obtain and draw off which, when the Trees 
we old enough to be cut, ty are bereft of all 
their Branches, and rendered intirely bare; in 
which condition having remained a few Days, 
2 little Hole is bored in the thickeſt part of the 
Trunk; into which is inſerted a ſmall Reeden 
Phe; and that thro' the Palm - Wine drops into 
2 Pot ſet under to receive it: but it diſtils fo 
| lowly, that in twenty four Hours ſcarce a Pottle 
8161 of 


apreſſion as that of Olives. This Oil is natural. 
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of Wine iſſues from one Tree: In this m 


in which the Trees is planted, it yields Wine f 


with the greater force. 


Trees, as our Phra 
and agreeable ; but withal ſo ſtrong, that it un 
expectedly ſteals to the Head, and very ſpeedi 


it is impoveriſhed and adulterated; and I þ; 


mixture of Water. 4 


| =: far things. E 5 
ö 5 here are ſour ſorts of this Tree; each o 


which hath a particular Name: We have already 
ſpoke of the right and genuine Palm-Wine. 
The ſecond ſort of Palm Wine is drawn in 0 
Country beſides that of Fantyr, and is call 
pa ; for what reaſon I have already inform 
ed you in another Letter. This ſort exceeds the 
other ſomewhat in pleaſantneſs of Flavour, and 
very much in ftrength ; half ſo much of this a 
of the other being a doſe ſcarce to be carried off; 
and the Trees from whence it is drawn are nt 
above half as big as the right Palm- Trees. 
The third ſort is drawn at Aucober, Abokrot, 
Aim and Ante, though but in very ſmall Quan: 
tities at the laſt ; and goes by the name of 200 
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ner, proportionable to the goodneſs of the Gray, 


twenty, thirty, or ſometimes more Days; an 
when it hath almoſt rnn. its laſt, they kindle; 
Fire at bottom, in order to draw more Win 


ONE EO being drank freſh or under th 
E 


runs here, is very delicich 


intoxicates: But that which the P:aſants bring 
daily to the Shore is not worth much, becaul 


Iieve it is not ſo much coveted by the meanerſar 
and the Negroes for its agreeable taſte as its inebry. 
ting Quality; with which it is plentifully endow 
end, though very much vitiated by a pretty large 


The Tree thus drained of its Wine, is fit for 
nothing but firing; but when green, its Leave 
a are uſed to make Ropes, Nets, and. other neceh 


T. MINT. XVI. Gold Cooft of Guinea, 
this mn go that you may eaſily believe no Villany here 


he Gran Man be committed fo great, but that Par don is 
"Va 10 alily attainable, if the Perſon be in the good 


(races of the God Bacchus. FW 
This Wine, Hough of a very different, hath 
as pleaſant a taſte as the former, but not ſo 


as; and 
y. kindle; 
ore Wine 


Ng. 15 | "x * 5 
Theſe Trees are not cut, but the Wine is drawn 


under th 
#6 wt of them whilſt growing, as the Suri is 


delici IV 


it a 
. 

+ 

T a * 


bat it m dawn out of the Coco-Tree in the Eaft-bidtes , 

y ſpeedily wh this difference, that after the Wine is there 

wits brin drawn off the Trees remaine alive; whereas they 
 becauMhere wither and dry: The Reaſon of which I 
and I be believe, that in India they don't draw off all tlie 
1eanerſaM Vine at once, but leave a remainder for nouriſh- 

ts inebra nent to encourage the farther growth of the Tree; 

ly endowMW whereas here they force out the leaſt drop: 

etty large i whence the Tree, utterly deprived of all its moi- 


ſure, muſt needs intirely wither and dye. 
The fourth kind is produced in the Countries 
of Ante, Jabi and Adom 3 and is of a very differ- 


is fit for 


vd of all manner of ſtrength ; but when drank 
each off fielh taſtes like Milk; and nine or ten Hours 


e already after it is drawn is not fit to be drank, nor is it 


Tine. Mood for any thing. This is called Criſia. 

wa in nol The Negroes report that drinking much of 
is calla ths Wine, cauſes the virile Member to grow 
7 inform to a large ſize ; which is indeed credible, by 
ceeds tie reafon that the Negroes are in no place onthe Coaſt 
dur, and ſubject to this Diſtemper as in the mentioned 


of this a Countries. The Wine is drawn from theſe Trees 8 


ried off; already you have been informed the Pardon is, 
are not that is, whilſt growing. „ | 

3 The Trunk of the Palm- Tree is in circumfe- 
Lobos nde about an ordinary Mans heighth, and 
II Qua- bout as tall as he alſo. That call Quake is 
f Pardon N not above half ſo big. Both ſhoot their 


at Flavour from all the other three, and utterly 


ranches 
up- 


upwards; e rr: 
foot or above. Theſe Branches call d here and 


lips, which are their Leaves. 


| they very remarkably differ in heighth and thick. 


twelve, or more Years ; and then but ten, if 


' drawn off ;-. notwithſtanding which, this Wine 


8 2 TT 7 ane 


\ 
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ſome of which are in length twenty 


n 
: 
* 


1 


elſewhere Bamboes, are uſed. for covering f 
Houſes, for Hedges and on ſeveral occaſions 
On each ſide of thele Bamboes, grows finall long 


3 


The Purdon- Trees grow like the Coco. nutz 
though on a much thinner Stalk. The Criſpy. 
Trees grow alſo in the ſame manner, though 


tees, gr 
hut Very 
the Negroc 
than the £ 
where he 1 
adds to the 
ad botto 
urs 2 E 
Tree, and 
hath a ſor 


neſs of the Trunk, this not exceeding the fourth 
part of the 1 of the Purdon- Tree; and out 
of every Plant of this ſort ſhoot 1 four, 
five or more Stalks : from all which Wine x 


The perfect mature Age of aPalm-Tree is ten, 


teen, or at moſt twenty Gallons of Wine ate 


daily comes in ſuch prodigious plenty to the in the 
Shore that it is xeally to be Tone at: and d ſeet? 
from hence we may naturally inferr that ther 9. 5 | 
muſt be raany Thouſands of theſe Trees geh. eue 
ing in this Country, or the Wine will ſoon be at Bo A 
end. An Anchor of five Gallons is commonly in the. 
ſold for about two Shillings and three Pence Zy-WW- tr 
t/þ Money; though at ſome times and places it 65 19 80 1 
is one half cheaper than at other. ry. 
Next. the Palm, the Coco-Tree ought indiſpu- buch le 
tably to take place. How beneficial theſe Trees tines Cai] 
are to Mankind, is known to many, and my H v. nor 
be ſeen in ſeveral Deſcriptions of Eaſt-India 45 b rh gs 
ages. But here, through tlie E of the de Hill 'n 
Negroes, no other advantage reſults from them foned Ri 
than the Fruit, I mean the Nut; the Kernel of WW Lemon 
which as well as the encloſed Milk is very ple; 500 all 
Kat toe taſte... oo. Mea: 


Theſe 


# 


T. 18. XVI. Gol Ceaf of Guinea. 
td > Trees ſhoot up in this. Country to the 
ere an dc thirty or forty, and ſometimes fifty feet: | 
of Nor Branches and (fo called) Leaves, are like 
wn Hh foſe of the Palm, . excepting that the Coco- bran- 
Il 1. 3 are not ſo long, or fit for the uſes the other 
ol: employed in. Theſe Trees bear their Fruit in 
co-nuts, he fourth or fifth Tear, and live fifty Years and 


I Cr 115 longer. 
though The- Ad Gold! trees, abi called Palm- 
thick. r, grow alſo here, and bear a Fruit, which 
e fourth ut Very oy. of the Europeans eat, though 
and out te Negroes do, This * 18 Jay. mu uch thicker 
ly fo . han the genuine Coco, eſpee ially in wag n 
Vine b where he is of a ſurprizing cr 6-7 
dds to the odneſs of the Figure, 1 hog the wo | 
e is ten IId bottom are one half man. At the top 
en, fürs 2 Fruit, which ſęems to be the Pith of the 
ine are! lie, and 18 Called Palm Ca bbage, b becauſe it, 
ts Wine th 2 ſort of. Cabb a taſte. es 
„to the In the e 0 Axim. are valt Wantities 
: d ſreet as well as ſour Oranges: The Tweet are 
at there ty good, but the Garden of Elnina, which is 
; grow: atrzordinary full of them, hath ſome, which 57 
Me 3 fall very l little Hort of thoſe of 
amonly WG. 
1 Br In the other Countries there are very few or no. 
placesit (ranpe-trees 3 notwithſtanding Monſieur Focquen- » 
_ {7 Rh been 1 to ave that they grow in 
:ndiſpu gat Multitudes along the River Bont; in 
e Ties iich he is abſolutely miſtaken, for I have ſeveral 
ud may lines failed along that River, and never found 
14 Voy. u, nor according to the report of the Negroes 
were there ever an There are a few indeed on, 


of the h 
1922 e Hill near on Forts, but not one on the men- 
rel af "ed River lde. 


7 ples Lemon - trees, whi 1 are here Glled 'Bramba's 
_— -” eſpecially. at Mowe, 


gow all. over the Coaſt, 5 
ey are pre ed ; and wh ce, if the 
4 244 0 1 N "Seaſon 


Teak! f 
concern. 
aminatl. 
Branch: 


W above 


ad ſome 
need 0 


of | ti 


is com 
„ Whic 


Nach 


> Dl 
e groß 
the top; 
hich the 
e Trunk 
15 1 


gon 


the lan 


h of thir 
1 Man] 
y call 
>oco-nut 
ate with 
thin, aud 
hich an 


iT. XVI. Ga Coaſt f Guinea. 
he Seed from whence they are produced. The 
Fapay's taſte rather worſe than better than Pom: 


ons. 


There w a of ws; 1 all 
ing the 1 and theſe are of two ſorts, viz. 


he Male and Female; or at leaſt they are here {o, 


alled, on account that thoſe named Males, bear 
nc Fruit, but are continually full of Bloſſoms, 
auſſting of a long white Flower; the Female 

lo En the ſame lofſom, though not fo, long, 
tor ſo numerous. 

Pere have breed. that the F 3 yield 

Fruit in greateft, abundance when the Males 
8 * near them: Yow may, Sir, believe what 
you pleaſe z but if you dom t, 1 ſhall-not charge 
you with Hereſie. 97k 3:0. 

80 much hath. already been. written concern- 
ne the Piſang-tree;- Which is divided into Bako- 
i u and Banantes or Bananas, that it ſeems hardly 
worth while to detain you on that Head any 
longer,” than to conſirm hat others haue ſaid, -d 


that its Fruit, eſpecially the Bakovens, are very 
pod, that they bear in a Year, though but once 


I all, for then N Stock iscut off ; and from the 
lost there ſhoots out five or ſix freſh! Stocks; ſo that 
* Plant may paſs for a perpetual Almanack, 
being indeed endleſs. 1 viii I 
"The Stock of theſe Trees, if they deſerve that 
Naine; grow to once and a half or twice Man's 
te git. Thoſe who are of Opinion that the 


exves of this Tree were the Leaves with which 


ur Firſt· Parents covered their Nakedneſs, are not 
b much out of the way, partly becauſe: .theſe 
Leaves are long and broad enou 5 for that end, 

nd partly by reaſon they are called Fig-Leaves , ) 


nd theſe Tibia bear the Name of hidian-Figs; 


bough I muſt own beſides that they are very un- 
* for 'cloathing'or covering, for a touch of the 
U 2 Finger 


— 


K · — ——— — — — —— — ——— — 


9 * . 
a ” 
0 . ; | 
8 — — — va - 
. 4 - . _ 9". Dov r 
5 ———— ̃ ̃ ̃ . — . Oo * 
a wh. * = _- - , woout if 5 2 * 2 IS 0" — - N ws 1 LE Z - —_ - — ME — 8 
d = — Pract - 1 by =, — + » * — N Aa - 4 FS 6 — CE Send bh Vw CW q 
FRIES” 0 SJEEzRS 1 6. 5 * I — * P AD - 8 | 8 - \ * =_ 
4 wa 2 2 = _ 2 * n _—_— La R pf yy r 1 g - 
ahh; 4 a = CE C 1 AC = 1 ons —— with _ 1 . ** 
: by 7 2 ho 4 —_ 5 4 = = 
bs =” 


— 


. oY Deſcription of the LET. XVI. LET. 
er makes a hole in them: W herefore 
— hardly ſerve a live Body. Yay pt N 
Here are alſo ſeveral other fruitful Trees, but 
their Fruit is not only unknown to us, but eaten 
by v ery few: Wherefore I ſhall ſay very litt 
concerning them. And firſt, we have here a ſon 
of Fruit, ike our two ſorts of Plums, hlew and 
white, in ſhape as well as colour; but they ar 
not very well en as being very {weet, meah 
1 ht not to forget the Cormanyy & 
ut Lou 158 to orget the nee 1 
(ſo called, becauſe it moſt plentifully abounds 
that Country) which is as big as a Wall-nat 
with its green Huſk on; its Rind is yellow ſome 
what enclining to red: > the Core are four large 
flat, black Kernels, which are ſurrounded by the 
Pulp or the Fruit it felt; which is red and 
N and of a ER of ſharp, {ſweet taſte," oY 
moſt inclining to acid. It is 2 very agreeab| 
refreſhing Fit, and very comfortable for the {xe 
fiek, (eſpecially "thoſe afflicted with the Bloody ene hund 
Flux, for it: ig vey aſtringent, and boiled oil o ſeeing 


Fruit the 
jean Inha 


could be 


r preſen 


: Wine and Sugar, 18 not only more uſeful, but Theſe : 
more agreeable than Tamarinds. | tat part 
Ihavs alſo ſeen a few Pomgranates in the Gu gert 145 
dens of Elniua and Moure; but before they comes. Be 
to Maturity they rot or fall off 3 ſo tha thek anoth: 
ſcarce come to any thing. He was 
I muſt not 'pals over the Moureſs vine: oo World th 
reſe, I call it, becauſe, except that at Ji ere groꝛ 
there is not one on the Coaſt. This produce utterly 
Grapes twice A Lear, commonly i n Auguſt and Enna an 
 Fanuary , Ty oe would doubtleſs Yield 2 VulWirer.- by 
.Quantit runed in a proper manner anagy.. 

ſeaſon va wag Hand; but being entruſted te n 
an jgnorane re not half the Grapes come ll is 
ction, but wither or rot before they att is Deſeri 


half ripe: And it is — to be feared tn 


Bloody 
iled wit 
ful, but 


the Gar 


ey com 
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Vine it ſelf, by this miſerable lopping, will zun 
ater OR ot OE 7 

It yields a blew Grape, which is ſubſtantial 

and very well taſted, and not fo juicy as ours 

n Holland: But I doubt not, if carefully look d 

iter, but that they would be as good, if not bet- 

ter than the beſt. in Europe, ſince they are already 

better than the Dutch one. 
It is obſervable that Vines will. not grow any 

where here but at Moure; tryals being made at 

Elmina and other places, but without any ſuc- 


To the beſt of my remembrance this Vine 
was firſt planted by the Portugueſe, who brought 
it firſt from Brafil ſome Years paſt; and the 
Fruit thereof is ſo very agreeable to the Euro- 
year Inhabitants, that it is to be withed more 
could be planted and raiſed at other places; for 
i preſent no Body is the better for it, except 
the Factor at Monre, the Director-General and 
he Gentlemen at his Table; and ſcarce one of 
me hundred that comes here can obtain the favour 
JJ;ͤö;õ⁵B¹1“ͥ ͤ di ils 

Theſe are all the Fruit- Trees of Guinea, I mean 
tat part called the Gold Coaſt: I ſhall then 
bert advance to the , Deſcription of the Wild- 
trees. Before which I cannot help taking notice 
c another Miſtake of Monſieur Focqueubrq s: 

He was very much in the wrong to tell the 
Vorld that at Ebnina and ſeveral Miles adjacent 
here grows neither Leaf, Graſs nor Tree. Thus 

b utterly falſe ; for beſides the Trees round about 
Elnina and on the Hills, the Banks of the treſh 
River,” but half a Mile diſtant, are furniſhed 
mith great numbers of very fine lofty Trees: 
From hence and ſeveral other particulars it plain- 
ly appears that Gentleman was too z2al in 
bs Deſcription of this Coaſt. It is indeed true, 
93 N 
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and ſo delight thoſe who take their progreſ 


to the In- land Country, that they oblige them ii Maſque 
tirely to forget the intolerable badneſs of f becauſe 
Ways. £299 Diljo 0a: wales @ 
_ _. Here are ſome which naturally, grow up i ling of 
. fucha ſurprizing manner, as even Art it ſelf m Feathe 
. bluſhing own it could not have contrived i The 
thing like it; others grow ſo thick and th. and ſca 
. ſhady Boughs are fo wide extended that t Canoas 
form intire Alleys ; which afford an amazing The 
. tisfaction to any who are enclined to take i end of 
- Pleaſure of walking. Pipe 
I remember to have formerly read in Oui twenty 
„and other. Writers, of Trees large enough ol the lea 
ſhelter two thouſand Men; 190 the Tree | Leim, 
which Father, Kirchon (a Perſon, that, in n in graf] 
Opinion, ſhould advance nothing but Truth bulky; 
_ writes, that in its Fruit or Shell (I think it va sious Sj 
. Chefaut) it cou d lodge a Shepherd and his who If wi 
Flock, muſt not be very ſmall, but may very y we cot 
. paſs for a wonder in Nature; but after all it i: I build tl 
in the leaſt to be compared with the Trees of ii prickle: 


. Country, ; L have ſeen ſome here that twenty i 
. ſtead of two: Thouſand Men might ſtand unde 
ſuppoling them cloſe to one another: and 
theſe Authors mean fo, I don't ſcruple to belie 
them; nor believe do you. But to paſs 
this; it is certain that here are extraordina 
high and large Trees; which may be conclud 
trom the great Canoas, of which I formen 
wrote to you ; and ſince theſe Boats mull 
mz 


2 
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more bal made of a ſtrait piece of Wood analy thick al! 
: fo bad over, and that very few Trees grow directly ſo, 
bat I offer is not incredible, that the mention- 
that Med Canoas do not amount to above half the bulk 
to tend I have ſeen ſome of theſe Trees ſo high, 
ppottahe that their tops and branches growing out of 
-opreks i them were ſcarce to be reached by a common 
e them i Maſquet- hot. They are here called Capot- trees, 
eſs of i becauſe on them grows a certain ſort of Cotton 
15 here called Capot; which is very proper for fil- 
ow up ng of Beds, eſpecially in this Country, where 
t ſelf m Feather-Beds are much too hot. 
rived” a The Wood of this Tree is light and porous, 
and th and ſcarce fit for any other uſe than making of 
that the Canoas. | EEE nes aA s Ge T 
nazing ll The Tree which our Country-Men at the latter 
» take tend of the fifteenth Century, found on Iba del 
Wl Prczpe, or Prince Iſland, which was four and 
in Oban twenty fathom in compaſs, was, I doubt not in 
nough i the leaft, this Capot-tree. There is alſo one at 
e Tree Axim, which ten Men would have much ado 
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t, in u to gralp not that the Body of the Tree is ſo 
ut Tru bulky; but it is fo vaſtly extended by its prodi- 1 


k it wal. gious Sprouts which cloſely ſurround it. 
his who If we had any Romiſb Prieſts in this Country, 
very we we could give them ſome. of theſe Branches to 
11 it is ug build them {mall Oratories: And then the thorny 
ees oft 8 with which this Tree is abundantly 
venty i ſtored, would ſerve to correct and chaſtiſe their 
nd und: avg Flats and {ave them the charge of buy- 
and AN mM. „%% 4 a 3 
0 belle 0 7 2 the Prieſts alone, and to return to 
paſs oi our Subject; we have here ſeveral Trees which 
zordinafy furniſh very fine working Wood. . Furſt of all in 
-onclul the Country of Ante, near the Brandenburgher 
formel Fort Acoda, or Doroth a, and behind our Fort 
mut W Daſaembey)d at Aham, is yellow, Wood. ; of 
_—_—.-. U 4 which 
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which very fine Chairs and Tables are made. 


At Rio de Gabon there is alſo red and yelloy 


Wood, very proper for the fame uſe ; beſide 
which, if any Perſons applied themfelves to fell 
it, there is very good Wood for the making of 


Rudders, ſmall Maſts and other Naval Neceſſa. 
ries: And I am apt to think, that here are good 


large Maſt-trees, or at leaſt fach grow here, out 


of which they might be made, if not for prex 


T0 compleat this Diſcourſe of Trees ; I cough 


Country have ſelected and conſecrated ſome ot 
e 


who 


to tell you that the Negroes in all Parts of this 


ticular Trees, under which they perform their 
W Worſhip; which are generally ſuch in 
e Production Nature hath diſplayed her 


_ greateſt Perfections. 85 


I have long ſince treated concernin the Negroe 
Idolatry in this particular: Wherefore it is un. 


neceſſary to repeat it here. But taking leave of 
the Trees, I come next to the Fruits of the 
Earth; amongſt which firſt of the Corn her 


called Milbio. 


The large Milbio is by moſt taken to be the 


Turkiſh Wheat; which is fo well known in Hol 
land that it is not worth while to deſcribe it. 


The Alilbio is here ſowed and reaped twice 
every Year ; the firſt Harveſt is generally in 4 


_ guff, and the other at the latter end of the Yer, 


though but fmall : 


. © able to expect much Rain; 
Grain will not come up well. 


”. 
3 


For the Negroes don't fow 
much againſt this time, becauſe it is not reaſon. 
without which thus 


* 


iſhed that Corn were to be 


It were to be 


5 uced in our Country with as little trouble as 
ere: One, or at moſt, two Men can Manure and 
Plow as much Land as one Plow can turn up in 


When 
Peace, a 
2 Crown 
for abou 
of theſe 
the Stalk 
Sack ane 

The G 
white is 
People h 
beaten f 
makes 1 
heavy fo 
pound, 
rope, 1t M 
But wan 
being nc 
my and | 
great Mi 

The ſe 
tueneſe M 
"> IS 1 
and ve 
lt ſis 
grows 1N 
only the 
vered w 
it is muc 
than the 
85 that; 


ich this 


to be 
uble as 
re and 
n up in 


Holland 


ET. XVI. Gold Coaſt of Guinea. 
umd; beſides which the Corn here very 
ſpeedily takes Root. 55 2 Eo 
When grown up, the Stalk is once and a half 
on twice Man's height ; on which one, two, 
three and ſometimes four Ears of Milhio grow; 
ach of which contains about three or four hun- 
led Grains: So that the Millet here encreaſes 
raftly more than the European Corn. 8 
When the Millet is firſt reaped, in time of 
peace, a thouſand Stalks may be bought for about 
Crown Ergh/b-Money, and in ſome Countries 
for about one third or fourth part leſs : The Corn 
of theſe thouſand Stalks being ſeparated from 
the Stalks makes about five Buſhels, which is a 
Sack and a half. ee . 
The Grain of Milbio is white and red; the 
white is the moſt beautiful, but the red is by moſt 
people held for the beſt. When this Corn is 
benten ſmall, and cleanſed from the Bran, it 
makes indifferent good Bread, but ſomewhat 
heavy for want of Yeaſt. If the Millet here were 
ound, boulted and baked like our Corn in En- 
pe, it would doubtleſs become very good Bread. 
But wanting all theſe Conveniencies, and Leaven 
being not us d, the Bread here is very clam- 
my and heavy. This ſhall ſuffice you for the 
great Millet or Turkiſß Wheat. | 
The ſecond ſort of Milbio, called by the Por- 
hyneſe Maiz, is a Grain like the Coriander-Seed, 
and is made into Bread as well as the other, 
and very much reſembles our lighter fort of Rye: 
lt taſtes very well, and is very nouriſhing : It 
grows in the ſame manner as the great Milbio, 
only the Stalk is not ſo thick, nor the Ears co- 
rered with Leaves as the other is: Wherefore 
it is much more expoſed to the granivorous Birds 
than the larger, and is not ſown near fo much 
8 that; for hich reaſon it is one half — 


2 98 


I 


Peace, produces prodigious Quantities : . I hay 


” 
- 


The great as well as ſmall Milh:o is ſowed a 
along the whole Coaſt; but leaſt of all af 
Axim : wherefore it isalways.deareſt there. Th 


ſeen it bought, and have alſo bought my ſelf, on 
Thouſand Stems or Stalks for fax, ſeven, eight ani 
nine Takoes, each Takoe amounting to about four 
pence farthing Engl{-Money, = a Sack amoun 
ting at higheſt not to two and twenty pence. Thu 
Corn, in time of Peace, is the cheapeſt of al 
Proviſions; but in War- time it ſometimes. rife 
to an incredible Price: I have known a Thon 
ſand Stalks ſold for an Ounce of Gold, which i 
ſomewhat leſs than four Pounds ſterling. 
To which the lazyneſs of the Negroes, whic 
is ſo great that they ſeldom ſow more than what 
is like to be conſumed that Year, contributes . 
ry much, as alſo the great number of Eygli/bSlave 
Ships which yearly come to this Coaſt; for theſ 
not being ſo well victualled as we, they are df 
tiged to buy Milhio, which yearly carries of 
many Thouſand Sack as 
This Corn generally betwixt February and Ha 
veſt, riſes from one Crown to one Pound fterling 
the thouſand- Stems. V 
Next the Tillage of Corn follows that of Rice 
- which is not common all over the Coaſt; nor i 
there any, or at leaſt but very little, on the Short 
of the Gold Coaſt any more than at Axim or Ai: 
But on the higher Part of the Coaft it grows! 
ſuch prodigious plenty, that it is eaſy to load: 
Ship with it, perfectly cleanſed, for one Penn) 
or leſs the Pound: Whilſt at Kim, Ante, Abocrv 
and Aucober, the foul and unſifted bears about tix 


ee, os wade og, 
It is no ſmall Happineſs for the Negroes 0 
Axim that their Soil is ſo proper for Rice, wine i 
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fine: meaſure ſoftens their want of Milbio. 
Next Rice, by reaſon of its great advantage 
to the Inhabitants, is the Fruit called -Jammees. 
They grow under the Earth like Turneps, and 
are about two Spans long, and as much in 
the graſp or"thickneſs. They ſhoat out a long 
green Leaf almoſt like that of French Beans, 
with little prickles. This Leaf the Negroes ſo or- 
der that it climbs up Stakes appointed for that 
end; and by it they can determine when the 
ei gt of ee e ee 

It is Snow- white within; and is roaſted or boil- 
ed and eaten by the Negroes, as alſo by ſeveral 


Europeans, as Bread. Its taſte is not diſagreeable, 


being much like that of our Earth-nuts; and 
though not quite ſo ſweet is dryer and firmer. 
In the Country of Ante there grows abundance of 


Jammes, but Saboe is the Country which produces 


them in greateſt plenty; whence, when in ſeaſon, 
they are ſent by Thouſands to ſeveral other places. 
Thoſe who buy them at Moure give about four- 
teen Shillings a hundred, and ſell them again at 
other Places to good Profit. | I 


Root is come to Maturity ; at which time they 


299 
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The ſecond: Subterraneons Fruit here is called 8 


Potatoes; which, like the JIammes, alſo ſends forth 
a green Leaf that runs along the Ground; Some 
Branches of which cut off and planted in the 
Ground, in a ſhort time grow Potatoes: But the 
Jammes never grow without ſome of the Fruit it 
JJ {75 ET, : L208 
"Theſe Potatoes are of an oval ſhape, common- 


ly like the large long Turneps with us: They, 


as well as the Jamines, are perfectly white within, 


and boiled or roaſted are alſo eaten for Bread; 


eſpecially at Fida, where they are the Aþyroes 
ordinary Diet. They are ſweet, and eat much 
better than Jammes, taſting very much like our 
boiled Cheſnuts #15 2002 2s 


— 


3 
\ 


_  Milhio, which was brought thither by that Na 


pecially Jammes. 


Quantities of this Fruit, and next to that th, 


this time Countries where no Milbio, or at leaf 


- neceflary to the ſupport of Mankind; it is now 
proper tn give an account what this Country 


| feveral ſorts of Beans: The firſt of which are 
not unlike our Garden-Beans in Figure and 


I The fecond ſort are a ſize larger; their Cods 


3 


I { Deſcription of the LE T. Nu 
The Country of Saboe produces the greateſ IE 
Country of Arte; of which we may fay (conſ- l as G 
dering it as part of the Coaſt) that it wants no. 
thing neceſſary to Human Life. 
It is told me as Truth, that before the Portugwyſ 
came to this Coaſt, the Negroes ſubſiſted them. 
ſelves with theſe two Fruits, and a few Roots 
of Trees; they being then utterly ignorant c 


I am more ſtrongly induced to believe thi 
becauſe in the Promontory of Guinea there are at 


very little is cultivated : And the Inhabitants 
live on the two mentioned Fruits, but more el. 


Thus having deſcribed the four Fruits, moſt 


pals for ] 
in Cods, 
% the ot! 
more Pro 
nw out 


yields beſides for Food, which moſtly conſiſts in 


"Tn, - 


are about three Quarter of a Yard long; and the Halel nut 
Bean of a bright red colour. hes Park {c 
The third ſort is almoſt like thoſe ſmall Spe- * A 
cies, called in Holland the Princeſſes Beans, only 1 1 8 
they are of a deep red: Theſe are not only very M* 15 7 | 
good and nouriſhing-but very fine Food. x7 W 
All theſe Beans grow like N Rena: wa Of fic 

us, either propt up or creeping up by a Hedge. ND 
"x; . thols e grow * I iffer⸗ Wien 
ent manner: As firſt, a ſort of ſmall Beans hen Punt. ® 
called Fojootjes, - which, like the Potatoes, run ara 82 
along the Ground, are encloſed in long {lender f fig * 
| Huſks; and when young and green are extraordi- Nr 75 
| . we = Here ; 18 pre 


naar y good eating. 
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pere are alſo Beans which grow on Trees, as 
big as Gooſe-berry Buſhes in Holland. Theſe are 
telled like green Peas, . ſo that a large num-' 
ter goes to make up a Diſn; but they are neither 

fyeet nor ſoft. ys ; : N 8 kt 
Here is alſo another ſort called Gobbe-gobbes, 
which grow two together in a Cod under the 
Farth, and ſhoot out 2 ſmall Leaf above the ſur- 
ace of the Earth; theſe are the worſt of all 
the ſorts of Beans, and yet they are eaten by 
al.. Sa 
; The ſecond ſort of ſubterraneous Beans, have 
lon known to us but a few Years, and are cal- 
ld Argola Beans, by reaſon they were tranſplant- 
ed from thence to this place. They are a very a. 
geeable ſort of Food, if fryed, as we commonly 
6 CheFnath 2TH HFS 8 . 
The laſt ſort, which alſo grow under the Earth, 
ne the beſt of all; but indeed they can hardly 
rals for Beans, partly becauſe they don't grow 
n Cods, and partly becauſe they are not eaten 
x the others are : So that Earth · nuts would bea 
nore proper Name for them; for they are eaten 
my out of Hand, and taſte not much unlike 
Haſel· nuts. But they are commonly broken in 
pieces, ſoaked in Water, and then ſqueezed in a 
Coath; this Liquor boiled with Rice, every where 
in this Country paſſes for Milk, and if helpt with 
x little Sugar, Cinamon and Butter, it would not 
aſily be diſcouered to be an . by thoſe 
r 


who are unacquainted. with 5c ++» Wh 
Of ſuch Fruits as may ſatisfie à delicate and 
lmrious Palate: we have very few here. The: 
Anna are by many valuedias an extraordinary 
Fruit ; and their Nature and Beauties have been 
t large deſcribed: But for my; part, not to def-: 
piſe it, I never could yet find the Delicacy in it 


tlat is pretended! 


Not- 
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_ «Notwithſtanding which, TI:-ſhall take the Paing 
to ſpeak of it at large, that you may judge 
how far thoſe. are in the right, who have alrea- 
dy written ſo much concerning it. 
Beſides Linſchooten and others, Si man ds Vrie 
in his Curzous Obſervation on the wonderful Thing of 
tbe Eaſt an Weſt-Indies, has alledged ſeveral 
Authors ; but I need only give a plain and true 
Account of the true Nature, Shape and Proper- 
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ties and manner of growing of the Araxa's, to u for 
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The Plant fomewhat reſembles tlie great Houf- 
leek, or Semper-vtvim majus, which we ſometimes 
find amongſt the curious Botaniſts in Hold; 
from which ĩt 2 in the following Par- 

ticulars: the Hans ſhoot their Leaves (or that 

which is taken for them) upwards, being neither 
ſo broad nor ſo thick as the other 3 beſides which 
the Leaves are fürniſned with ſharp Prickles on 
each ſide; and are alſo of a deep yellow colour; 
and ſomewhat enclining to green, whereas the 

Semper-vzoum is of a very beautiful green. 

Betwixt the 41ana's Leaves, befbre the Fruit 
appears, grows à Bloſſom about as big as a Man's 

Fiſt, which is very green, but adorned iti 
an extraordipary beautiful red Cron, and. fur 

rounded with ſmall Leaves, that render it very 

agreeable ta the ſight. Ibis Rloſſam by ſlowide 7 25 
gress grows into an Aang; Which at firſt 1 
green, accompanied with yellow Leaves, but in 
ripening changes to a perfect yellow; and 
when We eat: the Aang :, the mentioned Leaves 
with which it is furrounded are cut off with Leet 
the Shell. The Crown, or at leaſt a part of thong a 
it; remains firmly fired to the Fruit, though char: I dat they 

ged to a yellowiſh colour! : Before and round in. 

about the Auhta':, [ſmall Sprigs ſhoot out, which a 2 
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are planted to continue the Species of ins 
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The Kune, or Fruit, is about a Span long, 
and about the ſame thickneſs : but as it happens 


v other Fruits ſome are lange and others 


ſmall. 

Moſt of the Anthors de Vries cites agree in the 
ate of this Fruit; to which I can caſily ſub- 
tribe, taking the Liberty to add, that it 
5 for a Tittle while ſeem a delicacy, yet if: 
frequently eaten it will ſoon nauſeate. It proves 
noſt agreeable ' and heathful when eaten with 
(namon, Sugar and Wine, like Straw-berries $ 
fr it is too Rot to eat alone: Wherefore Mos! 
wrdus was miſtaken) in aſcribing to them a cold 
Quality ; when, indeed, it inflames to that dev 
ore, that its (harp J _ Dre thoſe to ſpit 
food who eat them too vo be But though this 
harp-hot Juice forces B from the Throat 

en; yet that they are ſo corroſive. -as to 


dilolve a Knife that remains ſtuck in it but 
half än hour, is o tidiculouſſy falſe, that if in- 


dead of half an Hour, the Knife remained 2 
whole Year, it would not be diſſolved. It is in- 
led true, that the Knife will be blunted; which 
alſo! Fappens' in the cutting of a Citron, Lemon, 
Gange, Backeven or Banana's, and more eſpe- 
wlly the laſt Fruit, if it is not throughly ripe; 
9 that this acidity! cannot Juitly ed eta 
b the Huand' s ons) 8 32s 

"41 cannot quit dhe Subj ect — noting ry 


gros miſtake. 6 the E Authors. 


e firſt tells us, that the H grow a 
not above *Groundz and others inform us, 
tat they grow half under. But both are miſe. 
yy in the wronj This Plant really not being 


bore one foot and half in height, and the Stalk 
Elta foot; which together amount to two foot, 


which 


\ 


\egetable. Thus much may ſuffice for the | 
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which is far ſhort of a fathom and more, if theyM Tbeſe 
make it grow ſo: much under Ground. ut that 
All the pains J have thus far taken in the De. WW 1516 
ſcription of the Au , was a force I put upon xo 1 
my Inclinations; and if any one pleaſe to aſſet i The f 
that this Plant in A or America is of a diffs 14 Par: 
rent Nature, they are at liberty to do it: Whilt ich is 
I am abundantly ſatisfied from Travellers inn red $1 
both thoſe Parts of the World that there is no very p 
real diflerence. 84 FE ' Is af 1 < K contained 
Next the Anava's I ſhall place the Water-MeW.:cons 
Jons ; about which, though much the nobler ana Pe 
more agreeable F ruit, 1 ſhall not detain you 10 de unlik 
long. The immature and yet {mall Water- e gere = 
Jon is white within and green without 3 but ie and 
loubt not 


when ripe its green Coat is ſpeckled with whitz 
and its internal hiteneſs ſomewhat: internuzed 
with red; and the more it participates of the 
| Hatter, it is by ſo much the riper and more agres. 
able; at which time, if eaten, it proves very 
delicious, watry, refreſhing and coaling. 
This Fruit is leſs prejudicial to, and Much bmewhgt 
more proper for a Feveriſh Perſog than the e, 
va. When green it is eaten as Salade, inſtead os This b 
Cucumbers; to which it is not wholly unlike n [x be 
being alſo turniſhed with ſuch Kernels: which d 
when ripe are changed black, and are then fit tq 
-plant. od e 4 b hel = rl 
The Water-Melons grow in the ſame -manne 
as Cucumbers, but bear a different Leaf. They 
are about turice as big as qur Melons; and if the 
Negroes were not too id le, this Fruit would be yer 
plenty here: But at preſent they are only cult, 
vated by ſome of our chief Officers; ſo that Man the ot 
Comonalty reap but ſmall advantage thereby. n 


7 


d, and tl 
UL very 
This Fri 
hecially 


% 


„ NV 11. 11 Gola Chi 75 Guinea. | | | 
if they -Theſe are all bur beſt Fruits in this Country; | i 
32 5 n ſay that'T date omitted r 
the De. utiing whether good or bad, 1 ſhall not pals = 
ut upon Wl ger the following Species. il 
to aſſett WM The firſt of which is Malagueta, otherwiſe cal: : = 
a diff. d Paradiſe- Grains or Guinea Pepper; 1 Fruit ä 
: Whilt MWytich is generally known. It grows on. Shrubs = 
lers inn red Shells or Huſks, which at a diftance afford . WM 
re 1008, very pleaſant Profpett. Within theſe Huſks is ..- 
| contained the Malagueta feparated into four or five | 
diviſions, and covered by a 7 Ties Film. This 
mea Pep . alſo in a different manner, 


ater - Me. 
dler and 


n you loft unlike large Graſs Reeds. 

ater MW Here grows alfo a'Fruit on 'Shrabs, - which in 

1 oh 10 e and figure -reſembles Coden; which 1 
e 


oubt not but it is. 
" Benim * In- land, there is Pepper in 
e like that of af. bidia. 


ermited 
s of the 


7 are The laſt ſort 8 called here Piement, ht” 
ves very Exrope Spaniſh Pepper, + rows here in abun- 
ace on Shrubs, almoſt — 75 Ane n 
0:0 are lou than our Goole⸗ er! 

ua ana. 4 45 a LA WL OF 
e This Ele is of two Pres? ix. — 5 a 


ml; both of thick are firſt green, but after- 
ntds change'-cblour; | the ſmall to à beautiful 
, and the large to a red and e * 4 
01 very pleaſant Objects. 2 ES NE 5 £ 2 
This Frei 3 is much hotterthan common P 0 


: Which 
en LAT 


A 
r; 


I 1 cially the ſmaller ſort, whidh'is'not above. 
id if the we fourth pert ef the ſize of the other; in re- 
f be bmpence of which the Trees on which it 'grows _ 


e about ſix times a N wider extended. 
en the other. SOA 
ae pickled in in Vinegar r and Lime ler 
at beft in the laft) is — AR ſeveral as 2 
pod corroborative ww yt Stoma h, and ber 
oleſome. ky + | 


> x 
, 1 FF ' * * * I 
4 =: 
I & oh 
4 


that the 
reby-,.., 
1 Amp} 


© Trl 
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This Country produces none of thoſe green IE T. 
8 Hed on in Hg . en and wich ea 
ty, el. genteel 


very nice to continue near the ü when or thre 
ſmoke this. Deviliſh Werde l ch yet _ bears a 


| Some of. them have Pi 8 of Reeds To ce 
which are about ſix . foot he, ; to the end. of in lofty 
which is fixed a Stone or Earthen, Bowl, ſo lage and fur 
that they Ane in two or three handfuls of Te. vel is d 
1 which Pipe thus n they without cez- Ml ae red 


can eaſily ſmoak out; and they are not put Not 
> hald ſhes Pipe, for being ſo long it refs 0 on Europea 
Ground. Kool. or 


the G the In. land Agron oes. take this Tobac in chawed 
thoſe who live among 15 and _ o, bu ſucked 
ath the Eurep 1 5 ve Portugaſe or rather Bra WM Its ta 
= obacco 3. 5 de e ough a little better, ae draws | 


lie | * oh Abe Wl its we 
: 2 emale of t Ne "Are tend ĩt 
ſo et fond 0 his Tobacco, thatthey will pam I both Re 
with the very laſt Penny which ſhould buy p the uſe 
Bread, Too 1 hunger rather than be withour I ind Ma 
 it;z, which 10 enhances the price, that for à Fits FI} 
FU Raton, Which is much Jeſs than one pound if tiis wre 
of this Traſh, they will ec milie 1 has 

m 


on f a Jacobus. 15 
5 e rather praile thoſe: Sticakes erer I N 


good Friend) who take the noble wh tnca, 
(my good Tobacco 3 but as for thoſe of 9 
EY hes who content themſelves with the ban I mig 
heartily wiſh, as a Puniſhment of WM ſcious © 
jor Fins Taſte, that duting their Lives tion of 
they may never ſmoak — than our Nr, I bould 
Brafil on Sundays and Holidays; yet under I Iaſtpid 


cond; ition * be 2 to keep n Lick 
0 


bes, "are 


11] part 


y. then 


wit hout 


a Fun. 


IE T. XVI. Gold Coaſt of Guinea, 
with each other; and be baniſhed the Company of 
genteel Smoakers. But this by the way only. 
The Tobgcco-Leaf here grows on a Plant 
about two Foot high, and is of the length of two 
or three Hands breadth, and the breadth of one, 
han 4 ſmall Bell- flower; which when ripe turns 
e...... 8 | "> 
To conclude, . I will add a Fruit which grows 
in lofty Trees, is rather larger than a Wall-nut; 
and furniſhed with much ſach a Shell: The Ker- 
nel is divided into ſeveral parts; of which ſome 


zered others Wh. 
Not only the Negroes, but alſo ſome of the 


Exropeans are infatuated to this Fruit: We call it 
Lol or Cabbage, and the Negroes Boeſt : It is 
chawed in the Mouth; and after the Juice is 
ſucked out, the remainder is ſpit out. 


Its taſte is very harſh and almoſt. bitter, and 
draws the Chewer's Mouth almoſt cloſe: And 


its ſole Virtue is Diuretick ; but its Admirers pre- 


tend it helps to reliſh the Palm-Wine: Though 
both Reaſons are not ſufficient to engage me to 
the uſe of it. It is commonly eaten with Salt 
and Malagueta: JV „„ 
| | liged to beftow. a; Name on 
this wretched Fruit, I ſhould rather have called 
it the African Beetel or Auca, which would have 
been much properer than Cabbage; ſince what. 
ter I have heard concerning the Indian Beetel or 
aca, exactly agrees with the Taſte and Virtue 
Ahern 8 
I might very well leave off here, as not con- 
ſcious of any important Omiſſion in the Deſcrip- 
tion of the Gold Coaſt of Guia: But leſt you 
ſhould accuſe . my Performance, as Spiritleſs, 
Infpid and Saltlefs, - I ſhall make bold in the 


Conclufion of this Letter, and the whole Deſcrip- - 
wn of the Gold Coaft, to ſet as much Salt be- 


"mY fore 


fore you as will ſtock you for Houſe- keeping 


I know this contradicts the Hypotheſis of a cei- 


Salt in a ſmall time. 


A Deſcription of the LE T. xi 


for one Hundred Years: What think you, is no . dn dr) 
that enough ? TI. e ing is 1 
It is not to be imagined what vaſt Riches the MW cet the 
Negroes get by boiling of Salt; and if they were Fans. 
always, or for the moſt part in Peace, thoſe who Thoſ 
follow that Employment would in a ſhort time I buy Co 
amaſs unweildy Summs; for all the In-land NM. Pn ſ 
groes are obliged to fetch their Salt from the MW Theſe, 
Shore; from whence it is eaſie to inferr that it MW ten or t 
muſt coſt them very dear: Wherefore the meaner Ml es, 
fort are obliged to make uſe of a certain ſaltiſn if they 
Herb inſtead of Salt, which their Purſes will not I under tt 
Some Miles Inland beyond Ardra, from WM vith W 
whence moſt of the Slaves are brought; one! I ind pro 
nay, ſometimes two Slaves are ſold for a hand- Apedit! 
ful of Salt: So that Human Fleſh is there very , In all 
Sap. +. Domus Bro ime oyas7 eter 421 bolt bs 
The manner of Salt-boiling is as'f6llows. Some IM Ey of F 
boil the Salt-Water ſo long in Coppers till it I it elf. 
comes to Salt; but as this is the moſt tedious, Thus 
ſo it is not the moſt profitable way, and is pra- A portun 
cticed only where the Land is fo high that the uith an 
Sea or Salt-Rivers cannot poſhbl flow over though I 
them: But at other Places where the Sea or Ri-. I dat I am. 


ver Water frequently over - flows, they dig deep 
Pits to receive the mentioned over-flowing Water; 
after ich the freſheſt and fineſt part of the Wa- 
ter is dryed up by the ſcorching Heat of the Sun. 


tain Author, but he ought to know alſo that the 


Ground being here faltiſh' and nitrous, a ſmall 


antity of Water will make better Salt, and 
hat 5 than a great deal; which renders 
this place the more fit to produce a great deal of 


In 
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In other places they have Salt-Pans, where the | 
dun dryes up te Water, ſo that the trouble of boil- | 
ing is unneceſſary 3 no pains being required ex- 1 
cept that only of gathering it out of the mentioned 5 1 


Thoſe who are either- unable or unwilling to 
buy Copper- Boilers, or when the Sea Water re- 
wres ſuch tedious bailing as would burn them : 
heſe, I ſay, uſe Earthen-Pots; which they ſet 
ten or twelve next another; thus making two 
rows, being all cemented together with Clay as 
if they had been done by a Brick- layer; and 
under the mentioned Pots is ſomething like a 
Furnace of Fire ; which is continually ſupplied 
with Wood. This. is the moſt. laborious way 
and produces neither ſo much Salt, nor ſo much 
expedition as the other. 5 

In all Parts of this Coaſt, except Acra, the 
Galt is very white, but more eſpecially in the Coun- 
Ap Fantyn, where it almoſt excels even Snow 

Thus much 2 1 * when, another 
opportunity offers, may preſent you 
x: an 7 a of the "Ces of Arche ; 
though I will not aſſure you of any thing, but 
that I am really Yours, C. 


* 4 : 9 * 
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\ I Bos 


Cf ͤ wile HEN 
Which, by way of Supplement to the former Wl were t 
deſcribes fir a Snake taken at Axim, Snake 
that was twenty two foot long; alſo am. W lhootin 
ther not much leſs at Boutry. 4 ſtrange l 8 
Engagement betwixt a Snake and two Por. 1 
cupines at Moure. Another Accident with Ml out bei 
4 Serpent which blinded an European with Ml the He: 
his Venom. The Tygers here ; a Boy tom Muſque 
iu pieces by them. The Author's Theer- good If 
Hunting, and how be came to kill him u __ 
14. 4 Deſcription of the Fackals. 4 , , 
| 1 j | delicac 
remarkable Adventure with an Elephant i wh; 
killed at Elmina. A Deſcription of à cer Work:-1 
tain Spider which the Negroes call Ananſe, WW of Stor 
and imagine that it created the firit ved ma 
| 85 : r Prize, 
5 1 my former Letters, I have ſeveral tima as was 
promiſed you to ſpeak more particularly be had 
concerning this, or t'other Animal; and more WM @jef 
eſpecially our Elephant and Tyger-Hunting. Al the” ro; 
which Promiſes this ſhall diſcharge ; but fit MW the Sr. 
of all Tam enclined, to ſay ſomething concerning MW dun 
the Serpents or Snakes. | 1 
About eleven Years paſt the Negroes of Axin WM ali ov 
took and killed a Snake that was two and tren: dit th 
ty foot long; which being opened a full - groun I blind: 
Deer was found in his Intrails. Days, 
About the ſame time another was killed at I have 
Boutry, not much ſhorter than the former; in I ge 
whoſe Body a Negroe was found: Som +? 


former 
Axim, 
; ig 
range 
vo Por 
ut with 
an with 
oy torn 
Deer. 
lim 
als. 4 
lephant 
f 4 CET» 
\nanſe, 
be firli 


Servants once going to the Coun- 
ee, 


Foes, who upon * by a Serpent 


try beyond Monree, found a Snake ſeventeen foot 
long, and very bulky, Hung about a Pit of 
Water, perhaps to divert himſeff; near which 
were two Porcupines; betwixt which and the 
Snake began 'a very ſharp Engagement, each 


ſhooting very violently in their way, the Snake his 


Venomand the Porcupines theirQuills of two Spans 
long, for with ſuch they were armed. My Men 
having ſeen this Fight a conſiderable time, with- 
out being obſeryed by the furious Combatants (in 
the Heat of the Battle) after having loaded their 


| Muſquets, let fly upon the three Champious to ſo 
good purpoſe that they killed them all, and 


brought them to Monree, where they were devour- 
wy them and their Comrades as a very great 


: Whilf our Fort was repairing at Mouree, the 
Work-men perceiv'd a "as Snake behind a heap 


of Stones; to get him from thence, they remo- 


ved many of the Stones ſo that half his Body was 


cleared; a Maſon, the forwardeſt in this Enter- 


prize, laid hold of his Tail, deſigning to ol | 
ding 


him out from betwixt the Stones; but fin 


that impracticable, cut off as much of his Body 


a was in reach with his Knife; and believin 
he had diſabled him from doing any farther miſ- 
chief, without the leaſt ſhadow of fear removed 


the remainder of the Stones; but as ſoon as 
to turn himſelf, he 


the Snake was at liberty 
clung about the Maſon (who thought to have 
wa him in his Hand) and ſpit his Venom 
all over his Face: Which proved ſo forcible 
that the Fellow at that very inſtant became ſtark 


blind; in which condition he remained ſome 
Days, but was at laſt reſtored to his ſight. This 


L have frequently obſerved , ä eſpecially in Ne- 


have 


* » 
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have ſwelled extreamly but ſoon aſſwaged and 


returned to their former Eſtate : So that I am apt 


to think that the poiſonous Nature of Snakes js 


| v ery different, the bite of ſome being M 


others only Weunding; and that there are ay 


3 other fort which are as harmleſs as thoſe of 
Olf this laſt Species is that which hangs in the 


Pirecor-General's Hall, which is : fourteen foot 


long, and was taken in our Garden at Elminy 
FE 
Han 


ds without any Stick or Weapon, and by 


him ſo brought alive into the Caſtle. We found 


at the lower part of his Belly two Claws like 
thoſe of Birds; which, I ſuppoſe, ſerved him 
either to eręct himſelf upright. or to leap. But 


of him enough, ſince I have already ſaid ſome- 


thing of him in my laſt Letter but two. Where- 
ore we ſhall now apply our ſelves ta the 

Tygers, which here do the moſt miſchief, and 
are extraordinary fierce. Some Years paſt a Boy 
that belong d to our Factor at Sacondee, going but a 
lil way frod the Fairy was kiel by on 
of them. ge: 5 


— 


At the ſame time and place a Nzgroe going In- 
land with his Hatchet in his Hand to cut ſome 
Wood, met a Tyger which fell upon 
he being a dextrous Fellow, ſo well defended 


himſelf with his Hatchet that after a long ſcuffle 
he conquered and killed the Tyger; but did not 


come off unhurt, for his whole Bodyſlooked s if 


ſome Body had begun to flea him. 


In the Year 1693. when I commanded in the 
ſaid Fort, ſome of my Kabriets (for ſb we call 


| Sheep) as well as thoſe of my Neighbour the 


* 


Engliſh Factor, were for ſeveral Nights killed 


by a Tyger; which at laſt grew. ſo bold that be 


e 


him, but 


he fell · u 
with his 


the Bite 
The 4 
of this 
rage eac 
ed to w. 
portunit 
but in 
lomethiy 


Auer. xvn. Gold Coaft-of Guinea, 
4 ad killed a couple of Sheep. I perceived him 
I am an; ume enough, and aſſiſted by my Gunner, two 
makes i; NI H-Men, and a Party of Negroes all armed 
Marta MWyith good Muſquets, I purſu'd him, and in a 
are ap. bort time ovectook him, though not ſo ſoon but 
e of Moat he had opportunity to fly to a ſmall Thicket 
Ick Under-woods, which we immediately beſet : 
E. My Gunner 2dventured into the Thicket to find 
| where abouts he lurked, but in half a quarter of 
t Elmina Wan Hour came running back like à diſtracted 
his bare Man, having left his Hat and Slippers behind 
and by bim after being alſo bitten; but to his very good 


'e found fortune the Tyger intending to have ſeized him 
ws like vas fo affrighted by the falling Branches, that 
ed hin Ile gave him opportunity to make his eſcape; and 
p. But Ide Tyger kept the Wood. n : 
One of the Erngliſo-men 1mpatient at waiting 


Where. Wb long, reſolved to march into the Wood with 


! hs Muſquet, if poſſible to diſlodge him. The 
ef, and MTyger, which was but too ſoon aware of him, 
ta Boy ſaffered him to approachcloſe to him, upon which 
ng but a Ile fell-upon him with extreme oy. 

by one N vith his Feet by the Shoulder-bla 


e, and fixing 


hs Teeth in his Side, and would, without doubt, 


ing In. immediately have torn him in pieces, if by cry- 
it {ome Ming. out he had not drawn me with a Party of 
n, but Mxroes to his aſſiſtance z which obliged the Ty- 
fended Mer to quit his Prey. . 
ſcuffle Notwithſtanding which he was ſo miſerably 


lid not Wtandled that he lay ſenceleſs about half a Day, | 


d asif MWvhich was partly © occaſioned by the Venom 
| tie Bite, and partly by the Fright. 


in the The Negroes were ſo terrified at the ill ſucceſs 
ve call Nef this Enterpriſe, that utterly bereft of all cou- 
ur the Inge each quitted his Poſt where he was appoint- 

3 Which afforded the Tyger an op - 
that he {Wportunity of eſcape, which he ſoon attempted ;- 
lodge but in his flight out of the Thicket happened 


killed Ned to watc 


he 


' and: omething very odd. "> 


eizing him 


of 


* 
» N ; ; | 
4 f 
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try of Ante, 


happened juſt under that Fort) that he would 
the Tyger quitted the Wood, _ as pood 


_ affrighted and tired with hard running he fel 


ing ſatisfied, retired. 4 
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The Under - Factor of the Eli Fort alas 


called out and promiſed me (for this Adventu 


come to my aſſiſtance, and the very moment 


as his Word, he came with his Muſquet in hy 
Hand. But the Tyger ſeeing him alone befor 


him, made to him; upon which the ENI 
Inſtead of coming to us, run as faſt a 4 


as his Le 
would carry him back towards their Fort; but 
over a Stone about half a Muſquet - ſnot from 
home. The Tyger had already overtook him, 
when we ſtood trembling at a diſtance imagining 
he would immediately tear him in pieces ; but 
he coming up to him, inſtead of attacking turm. 
ed from hum and took his flight forwards In-land, 
ſoon getting out of our fight. 

I can give no other Reaſon why he did not 
fall on the Exgliſb- man, than that perhaps he 
was afraid of us who followed him with a great 
Cry, if poſſible to terrifie him; for it was not 
practicable to ſhoot at him, by reaſon he was too 
near the Exgliſi man, and we might as well have 
chanced to have hit the one as the other : Or per. 
haps the Beaſt thought he had Honour enough by 


| having his Enemy under Foot; with which he be 


hus ended this Chace, and I don't defire 
_ eee A | 1 have pr we 3 
danger that the Negroes er Random-thot 
ſhou'd hit me inftead of the Tyger.. 

This Tyger was not hereby deterred from to- 
ming again ſome Days after, and killing ſome 
Sheep, which provoked me to attempt another 
way to catch him that I had ſeen in the Coun 


1 * o 
= 1 


Priſon; 
but one 
inner fre 
half thi 
andnot 
Muzzle 
betwixt 
catched 
table « 
by wh 
ther. 
We 
Calf, 
Claws. 

This 
of eig! 
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| cauſed a parcel of bo thick Palliſadoes to 
be cut; of which I made a fort of Cage of 
welve foot long and four broad, covering it al- 
ſ on the top with Palliſadoes; to bind which 
the firmer I laid a thouſand pound Weight of 
Cone on it, to prevent his breaking out above. 
ſhen I cauſed a double Plank Door to be made 
for my Cage, and in one of the Corners I made 
his Leg z kſſer Cage, which took up one fourth of the 
room of the whole; in which I placed a couple 
8 he fl of final! Hogs : after which I ſet the Door like 
cur Rat-Traps in ſuch a manner that the Tyger 
ook him, could not come in to ſeize the Hogs without 
nagining throwing it down and ſhutting himſelf in: When 
ces ; butt would be impoſſible for him to come at the 
ing tum Hogs by reaſon. of the Palliſadoes which fenced 
them in their little Cage. 35 
This Stratagem ſucceeded fo well that three 
did na Days after I had finiſhed my Trap I caught the 
haps be Iyger in it at Midnight. But inſtead of roaring, 
a gret ! imagined he would, immediately he ſet his 
Teeth at work, if poſſible to eat his way out of 


was tool Prifon; which he had certainly done if he had had 
ell have but one half Hours time; for he had ſoon rent the 
Or per. iner from the outer Door, and eaten the Palliſadoes 


ugh: by half through when I interupted him in his work 
h heh nnd not to dally with fruitleſs ſhooting, I clapt the 
-- WW Muzzle of my Muſquet loaded with three Balls 
t defire MY betwixt the Palliſadoes; at which he furiouſſy 
been in atched, and ſo furniſhed me with a very favou- 
om-ſhot Ml fable Ci a ned to diſpatch him at one ſhot z 


3215 . which I puniſhed his Thievery and Mur- 
thay We found him about the ſize of a common 


another Calf, well provided with large Teeth and 


1 h This Tyger- catching obliged us with a Feaſt 
It eight Days: for by the cuſtom of the Ateſe 


2 
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En aſleep, and was movng. towards the 1475 


in the Night; but not ſufficiently relying on 


the Sheep immediately flew up, intending to lt 


as much afraid of Fire, as the Devil of the Crob; 


thati a Sheep. 


. A. Deſcription of the LET. Mr. XV 

8 he that catches a Tyger is priviledgę Next the 

for eight Days to ſeize all the Palm - Wine wu] d Dog 

Is 1 to the Market, without Paying ans Deſcrip 
1d, and the 


thing for it ; which accordingly we L gratify1 
whole mentioned eight Days were ſpent by M Year 1 
' Negroes in ſhooting, dancing, leaping, and s Ser" 
manner of publick Jollity. _ ES 45% 
The Country of Axim, but much more tha ep, wit 
of Arte, ig full of Tygers. They frequently v their 1 
the NightSime come not only under, but al ny judg 
into our Fats, and do a great deal of miſchief, ort 
making no difhculty of leaping over a Wall 7 as Ver 
ten foot high. _ 5 | eth, ea 
| Before I leave this Subject I cannot help re.Wlnore : 
futing the Opinion of ſome People, that the WMrenpth 1: 
Tyger is fo afraid of Fire, that without any o; to whic 
ther Arms than that alone. *tis poſſible to drive MI 1 will ! 
him away. I was once of thigerroneous Opinion Wit fierce | 


by experience. | ACS 

For after having received a Viſit or 850 from 
a Tyger; to affright him for the future, I kind- 
led a great Fire where the Sheep uſed to ſleep 


my ſelf, but have been convinced of the contra 


that, I ordered five of my Servants to lye by 
the Fire with loaded Arms: But notwithſtanding 


all this the Tyger came in the Night and killed 
2 Sheep between my two Lads, who were fal- 


when my Servants awakened with the Cry 


fly at him, but he immediately run away. 


_ From hence it appears that the. Tyger is juſt rh won 


lere confi 
you how 
Beyone 
tb the Ele 
mndeavou 


and this Accident confirms the Report of the 
Mxroes, that this Beaſt will never attack a Man 
when he can come at a Beaſt, for otherwiſe he 
could more eafily have fell on my two * 

| ext 


; * g 
4 1 


1. XVII. Gold Cooft of Guinea, | 


wi Next the Tyger in fierceneſs is the Jackal, ar 
; 14 Dog; of which I have already ſpoken in 
ing ane Deſcription of Acra. I had an opportunity 
and tha, gratifying my Curioſity with a ſight of it in 
t by M Year 1700. when the. preſent King of Com- 
and: s Servants having ſhot one, were ſo civil as 
v bring it to the Caltle : He was as bigas a - 
ore tha ep, with longer Legs; which in proportion 
ently ino their ſize were very thick; whence you 
but alla ny judge of his Strength: He was covered 
10 "Foot Ha, which es potted; - his" en 
all q 


n very large flat and broad, provided with 


eth, each of which was a Fingers breadth and 


1elp re. are: So that in all probability his greateſt 
tat the wength is lodged in his Mouth and Legs; join- 
any o-M to which he alſo hath terrible Claws. 
> drive 1 will here preſent you with an Example of 
pinion Ide fierce Boldneſs of this Brute which happened 


t 4a ; Where one of theſe Beaſts by Night 
kldly came into a Negroes Houſe, and took 


) from Muay a Female Meroe; which he flung upon 
[ kind. Mis Back, and held her faſt with one Leg, intend- 
o ſleep MWirgto proceed on his Journey with his Prey halt- 
ng on Ming upon three Legs: But the Cries of the poor 
ye by MWptive waked a parcel of Negroes, - and brought 
nding tem to her relief; which they ſoon effected, 
killed Md found her only a little hurt by the Claw with 
e fal. dich he held her faſt. 
Fire, I ſhall now add ſomething concerning the Ele. 
ry of tant; of which I have in one of my former 
to let I Letters told you that unprovoked he pery eldony, 
Ia on Mankind, but when urged to it falls o 
juſt With wondrovs Fiercenels. which I ſhall 
ro; lere confirm by a couple of Inſtances; and thew 
" the u how difficult it is to kill them. _ 5 


. f 1 3 we 


Man WW Beyond Axim 2 Negrae that was 83 
> he o the Elephant-Chace, and had killed fever: 


) 


8 


0% adeavrouring to ſhoot at one, but miſſing di 


37 
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: I 


4 Deferiprionof the LET. Ay 
ſhot by a flaſh in the Pan, the Elephant gel 
fo enraged, that he purſu d, ſet on him an 
broke him and his Muſquet to piece. 

The ſecond Accident is more remarkable, and 
may ſerve as an inſtruction to others that far thy 

future they be not too raſh. . 12 
In the Year 1700, in December at fix in the 
Morning, an Elephant came here to Elam 
walking eaſily along the Shore under the Hill d 
St. Fogo: Some Negroes were ſa bold as to py 
againſt him without any thing in their Hands, 1 
a fort to welcome and bring him in. He ſuffer 
ed them to encompaſs him, and very quietly 
went along, with them to juſt under Mount 8 
Jago: Where one of our Officers belonging to 

that Hill, and a Negroe which came down: with 
him, fired on him immediately; and the Officery 

Ball hit him above his Eye. This (and the fol 

- lowing ſhot which the Negroes. poured. on him 
were ſo far from provoking him that they did 
>; 82 00 9 8 Fo Pace 85 the a = only | 
ſeemed to threaten, the Azgroes betwixt whales, but 
F 
It was ſurprizing when he threatned to fall on 

the Men, to ſee him prick up his Ears; which 
were of a prodigious ſize: However he went on, 


and laſtly ſtept into our Garden, expecting pet: 
haps; civiler Treatment there. 
This extraordinary Accident, and our own 
QCurieſity, drew the Birector General and my {elf 
into the Garden; and we were ſoon followed by 
ſome of our: Peo ole We found him - ſtanding 

in the midft of the Garden; where, before cut 
coming, he had broke down four or five Coco- 
trees; which number, either to divert himſelf 


or ſhew us his Strength, nere with five 


of: fix more in our preſence. , The Strength which 
he ſeemed to uſe in breaking down a Tree may 


Th) 
8 85 very 


' 


FT. xvII. Gold 4 Couf of Guinea. 
1 fy be compared to the force which a 


or fours: Years old. 
hilt he ſtood here 00 one andes Shot 
lere fired at him, which made him bleed to that 


ich he did not ſtir, but only ſet up his Ears, 
ad made the ra apprehend d he would fol 


| them. 
But this ſport'1 was acompanle with a Tn. 


deal with him, went ſoftly behind him, 
bed his Tail in his Hand, deff igning to cut a 
niece” of it off; but the Elephant being uſed to 
ar 4 Tail, whuld not permit it to be ſnortned 
tis Life-time: Wherefore after giving the Ne- 
12a ſtroke with his Snout, he drew him to him, 

md trod upon him two or three tin z and, as if 
tatwis not ſufficient, he bored in his Body two 
toles with his Teeth, large enough for a Man's 


mking any farther attempt on him; and ſtood 
fil} th Whilſt two Negroes fetched away the 
dead Body, not 5 to meddle with them 1 in 


> fall e kalt 
3 Which Prom both theſe Inſtances it is ſuffeiently 
went on dear, that unprovoked they do not often hurt 


ay! Body ; but that the nd very fierce when 
lot at and miſſed” 8 net ſo p pain 


Fi: luce this Elephant ſuffered above mo 2 0 
i hot to be made at him, without any Een of be⸗ 
o 1: Ii enraged or reſiſtance: But as the ſame Aci. 
2 Fg ws have not always the ſame Succeſs, I ſhould 
7 gd. te loth from hence to adviſe any Perfon raſh] y 


„ fre at an Elephant, ſince this vaſt number. 
of Shot which were thundred at him were not 
lofficient to fetch him down; and thoſe who 
Bend CEO" to ande the Elephant - 
ſhooting 


legree, as if an Ox had been killed. Durin 5 


gal Event; for a Negroe fancying himſelf able 


dou- 
be Fiſt to enter. Then he let him lye withont 


n ©) exerts in order to knock down a Child of 


CA I * ** * * — F a * 
* 


r. 0 Gola Coat of Guinea. © 
thick 2 ee diſtance; which I had the good for- 
me to fee a good way off, but could not obſerve 
Mat to do that he vey much exerted himfelf, but 
Death uber ſeemed only to touch it lightly. TE 
Wo After which he did not paſs wach the Gap 
phere the Door had been, but forced through the 
Garden Hedge, going very ſoftly by Mount St. 


he fun de towards the River, — 45 he bathed himſelf in 
> if then der to waſh off the Blood with which he was 
1 ſmeared, or to cool himſelf after the heat OCCa- 
Fa8,Mlſoned by ſo much ſhot. 0 
as 8. After vis refreſhed himſelf a Bl : in the 
1 aver, he came ont and ftood under ſome Trees 
hot only vhere were ſome of our Water-Tubs; where he 
it him in b cooled himſelf, and broak them in pieces, as 


e, n did alſo a Canoa which lay by them. : 
hit right . Whilſt the Elephant flood here x thi ſhooting be- 
en to be renewed, 1 n at laſt he fell down ; Sen 4 
Sich they immediate] cut off his Snout, which 
W's {o hard and tough that it coſt the "Negroes | 
ticty Stroaks e're they could ſep 15 it, Which 
ut be very painful to the Ele 0 "ſince it 
eachMmdehim roar; which was the on y Noiſe T heard 
tin make: After this he died under the 9 0 
oned Tree; confirming the report of the Negroe 
wo tell us that whenever an Elephant finds h os 5 
Death approaching, if able, he always gets under 
Tree or into a Wood. 
For the Truth of which, though I will not be 
ed to anſwer, it hath yet thrice hap pened «4 
Enna : And at Gabon I found a dead Mie 
ua pleaſant Thicket; of which more hereafter. 
The Elephant was no ſooner dead, than the Negroes 
Kon him in Crouds; ; each cutting off as much as he 
wild; ſo that he furniſhed a great many as well 
Whites as Blacks with Food enough for that Day. 
He was not very large; his Teeth not wei = 
Wore four and thirty pound. Thus we ha 
Uiverſion to have a near view of an Elephant, and 
bfeehim * exert his * and tf Pleaſhre, 
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ment to the 


my Chamber at Night in order to go to Bed, 
found an hideous great Sp in 
On aceount of the ſtrangeneſs of the Spectacle, l 


reaſoned. This is the greateſt piece of Ignorance - The; 
and Stupidity that I have obſerved the Mr 


A Deſcript ion of tbe, &c. LET xvi 
had been much greater, if not allayed by the nel r 
fortune of the poor Negroe, though it was his u - © © 
fault. Hence we began to reflect to what dangelfffl 
we had expoſed our ſelves by venturing ſo near - 


Elephant ; for had he but once grown furious; his 
rage would doubtleſs have coſt 5 Mens Live 
and perhaps we ſhould have fallen the firſt, nx 
being ſo ſwift of foot as the Negroes ; beſides, al 
making one way, we ſhould have been in the way 
and obſtructed one anothers flight. 

Upon this conſideration we reſolved nere 


for the future to come ſo near an Elephant; f 
which I would not adviſe any Man who hath the - 
_ leaſt tenderneſs for his Life. X 
Whilſt 1 am writing this, an Accident ta . 
happened to me at Monree occurs to my Memory] 
which obliges me to add what follows. Going toll 


ider againſt the Wall 


called my Sub- factor, and both my Aflifiant | 
- ſee it. We found his Body long, and hl 10 
Flea ſharp, broader in the fore ; than hind-part, 7 
but not round as moſt ſort of Spiders are. Hil Lan 
Legs were as large as a Man's Finger, ten in num 0 
ber, being hairy, and the thickneſs of a little finger. WM 78% 
| The VERT OCS call this Spider Auanſe, and believe jd ou 
that the firſt Men were made by that Creature: 4 C 
And notwithſtanding . ſome of them by Conyer- For, 


ſation with the Europeans are better informed, 0 cont? 
there are yet a great number, that remain of that i San 
Opinion; out of which Folly they are not to be there 


gmlty of; which I have once already hinted to you. Pop 
Be pleaſed, Sir, to take this Letter as a Supple- MW e 
eſcription of the Gold Coaſt; on Wl tb 
which Subject you are to expect no more. And Ie 
what reſts is that you continue always aſſured, af, Fil 


and his 


e * 
believe 


reature: 
Conver- 
ormed , 

of that 
t to be 


Ae e e Ager, ond ; 


Force of Lampi, or the Cotoſe: 
_ continual Wars with thoſe of Popo. 
Sand, without» Hilla, and. 
- there. The Tnbabitants 
_ Their Poverty. ; 
Multitudes of. "Lol bere. 4 Deſcription 


OY 7 Treat 155 ah Cont 0 . 
29 7 2 abundant ITY with Gold 297 . that 
4. Kingdom of Ladingcour, \ and Cuumtey of 


- Kong and Subjets or ſuite to 
the E boe : This C ord- 
ing very great plenty 2 all ſorts of the 


3 Lo their 
2 n dry 
very 1 ruſs aue Trade 

comdierſchle amd g ood natured. 
they hue chiefly by r e \The 
little 
its inhabitants, thok which 


A Copions, Deſcription 


Popo; its Barremieſs. of 


are bamiſbed Acra, are good Soldzers. Their War 
vth thoſe of Offa — 3 bat paſſed therein. 
bey alſo. live upun 

Villanous Nature; and —_— — of their Cheat- 


Spoil and Slabe Trade. Their 
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great Popo, which was ſuljett to Fida, 
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ux. Formerly a great Trade was driven at this 
Place. 


Multitudes of Rats. 4 Deſcriptim. r 


but is n. 


_— volted-from itt -Their Warr occafined therely ; i 


1 


| 7 


of it. 


a he 
Bi Father's Eftate ar well as u bir Father's Wives. The 


formerly had a Lodge there. 


Fida begins. The violent Burning of 


which they were Vitoriou. Popo an Iſland, 

wants Proviſions. - Slave Trade de ; our Company 
Popo is accounted to 
be in the Commtry'of Ardra. Where the Comtry of 
the Sea before 
Some Inſtances 


4 rot 50 bes of the Fida, fops the 
8 leaſant Proſpet of the ntrange Pafathat 
by of it. It a5 well gultivated and ven 

nion of Fida; Nature of the Bits 


it, does a great deal of miſchief. 


bw OH ; be Civilty as well to us as to one another,” 


Their Compliments. They are v Fo Their 
W ons. Womens Work. bey eat and drink 


* 


0 
e ws 
mn "ee a 
ves, 


Fr many, the 


Women not fon 


the Ks i 2 15. ade Som is ſole ly 


* Ko! married bis own Daughter.” Multitude of * 


1 5 : hibited to be: worn by am 
bar 


bieuiſbo Nature of the People bers: 
xamples of it. Their rich Cloathing. - "Reds 
not of the Real 


Convenient Habit 155 3 Women. All ther 


8 Heads are ſborn. Great Offerings in time of Sick: 


| opt neſs. 


They are extremely afraid of Death; which 


a: muſt not be ſo much as mentioned in preſence of the 


ig, or any of the Chief Men. 
venture of t 
babitantt of Fida male no diſtinction of time; ar- 


An agreeable Al. 
he Author's on that Account. The I- 
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natural Avithmeticians. Menſiruous Women utterly 

mic lean. ; Their Circumciſion. | Muſical Inſtruments 2 
bey are great Gamaſferr as. 


8 I R, CS ALS TH 'F = | 1 . E } n | 3 
"Ours of the 25th. reach'd me in good time; 
and reading at the very firſt your Thanks, 1 = 
flatter d ſelf that you were pleaſed with the De- 
ſcription of the Gold Coaſt, which I imparted to 
you ; but going on I found my ſelf miſtaken, 
and that you would not be ſo eaſily ſatisfied; but 
farther deſire an Account of thoſe Countries, where 
our Company, and other Nations, drive their 
Save Trade: And that I might not want an Em- 
ployment, you add a Supplemental Requeſt, that 
Lwould lay the whole Coaſt of Guinea before you. 
Well, my Friend, was it not enough to ſet me 
ſuch a Taſk, but you muſt alſo rally me and ac- 
uaint me that Idleneſs in this Country is very pre- 
judicial to my Health? which to preſerve of con- 
{quence it is abſolutely Neceſſary to have ſome- 
ting to do, as if I wanted Employment, beſides 
tis you have found me: If ycu think that any 
Perſon of an active Genius can want Buſineſs here, 
[dare aſſure you that you will find your felf mi- 
taken. Idleneſs here, and I believe all the World 
rer, is only the Lot of thoſe Idiots, which ſcarce 
bow either what they do, or wherefore they live: 
And to let you ſee that I am none of thoſe, I 
ſhall anſwer your Demand, by writing you 
not only what I have my ſelf obſerved: o theſe - 
(Countries; but alſo what ever is conſiderable in 
thoſe Places where I have never been, nor never 
delire to come; though Fam. not willing to be Se- 
arity for the, Truth of all which I ſhall ſay: 
But yet I dare averr, that the Perſons from whom 
have my Informations are fo creditable, that I 
ould freely rely on their Words in Things of 
33 e XZ ot much 
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> to the Sea-ſide only 


7 7 e 


faithfull 


de Gabon, wity the Tract 6 
Gold Coaſt, and from the "Gold River to Cao 


| travelled. 


- 4 Deſcription of + LET. Nun 
much greater Importance; and therefore believe 
— nothing prepoſterous will be found i in the Re. 

So as I have received my Ir I ſhall 
- tranſmit it to you, without adding any 
thing of my own ; but if their Method difpleaſs 
me or diſagree with what I have hitherto obſerved, 
I ſhall make bold to change it a little; and this. i 
the utmoſt alteration I intend. And that you 
know. before-hand what Countries they are © which 
you will find deſcribed from the Information of 
others in the following recital ; 
ſerve, that the Deſcription of the Country from 
Ardra throu gh the whole Gulph of Guinea to Ri 
Land Weſt of the 


Monte, is not mine. But all the reſt you 


take for my own; no part of which is the de rel | 
35 of any thing but my own Obſervation. © _ 


This being, in my Opinion, a ſufficie; nt Adver- 
tiſement, I thall begin with a Deſcription of the 
remaining part of Guinea, Ye winch T have 


Be pleaſed to rumomber that i in my y fifth Letter 
I Ng the whole Gold Coaft, with h the Village of 
Pom, though the Gold is brought to us from the 
Country a little lower, namely out of 
abounds with that Metal, and is ſituate beyond 
that Tract of Land-; but Ng of the . 
Acquaintance 1 have with that Country, 


alſo becauſe its Inhabitants go through 3 
to Acra, where they drive the greateſt part of their 


over this I ſhall Mine my ſelf 
rat 


Trade : Paſſing 


, telling you withal the 
of Land betwixt Dons 161 Bi 


teen Miles long, _—_ Ae TY the Rr x 


| 5 OY, fol 


be pleaſed to ob- 


Qrahoe, which 


Volta is about thir- 
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bel! Thoſe of Lampi have a King of their own, with. | 
the Re. I ge Title of King of Tadhgccur; though in reali- 
ran be and his Subjects (if = may be {o called) 
I ſhall WF pend intirely on the King of Aquamboe, accord. 
7 ay Wing to whoſe Will and Pleaſure he is obliged toregu- 
pleaſe W ute himſelf ; for upon the leaft diſguſt, which he 
5 ed, er his People give to thoſe of AHguamboe, they are 
this. Wl ſeverely puniſhed that the remembrance of it 
"ou May I remains for ſeveral Tears; which is yet tiled | 
: which WI, mild and merciful Chaftiſcnent : For ihen-ever 
ation of Wl 4. King of Aguamboe takes a fancy to it, he makes 
| to ob. nothing of cutting them a foot ſhorter ; which 
W Puniſhment = are _— bog 1 e 
% ourmuring ; he having at leaſt as defpotick a Pow- 
of the e over them as his hes; Subjects. „ 
to Calo WY The Country hereabouts is indifferent Populous 
u may ad Fertile, butextraordinarily ſtored with Cattle, 
> relult s Cows, Hogs, Sheep, beſides Chicken, Cc. All 
which are here daily bought very cheap by the 
err the Gold Coaſt, to tranſport to the up- 
q he remaining Trade of theſe People conſiſts 
in Slaves; which are alſo bought up by the men- 
tioned Negroes : But moſt of them are tranſported 
tence by the Engliſh, French and Portigugſe Ships. 
Sometimes the Slave Trade here Joy very ad- 
rantageous, eſpecially about the Village Lay.. _ 
It 3 happens that when the In- land 
man Countries are at Peace, here are no Slaves to 
4 . be got: So that the Trade of this Place is utterly 
K +: wcertain; and it only ſerves to touch at in our 
a t Fir rx this way, without depending on any thing 
)VFFF a „ 
I 750 Beſides Trade, the Inhabitants employ them. 
* t aK klves in Agriculture and Fiſhing; the firſt of 
roef dt uhich proves reaſonably profitable ; but the Fiſhery, 
I cpecially that on the Sea, turns to no, or at molt, 
Thoſe but ſmall account ; for the Shoar here is 1 „ 
* i” HO, V nig „ 


high and of very difficult Acceſs.: Wherefore il 
is ſometimes unapproachable with ſmall Cana. 
but the want of Sea-Fiſh is here abundantly ton, 
penſated by the Lakes or Rivers, which are extrag 
Ainary richly ſtocked with Fiſh. ' , _ 
KRio Volta, probably ſo called by the Portyguſe 
by reaſon of its rapid Courſe and Reflux, bound 
this Tract of Land. - - 
This is a fine wide River, diſcharging its Wa. 
ters ſo violently inte the Sea, that it is ſometimg 
viſible three or four Miles from the Shoar. Hoy 
far this River extends its Courſe In-land is to me 
anknown. The extraordinary rapid Reflux inte 
the Sea, continually carries great numbers 9 
Trees along with it; which ſticking faſt at the 
Mouth of the River, occaſion a very high Bumm. 
ing of extraordinary violence, as well as lofty Api 
tations of the Waves: So that this place is paſ- 
fable with Canoas but twice in the Year, and that 
is commonly betwixt 4pral and November, the Wen- 
ther being then ſtill upon the Coaſt ; which general fourteer 
ly is juſt. before the rainy Seaſon, when conſe merly | 
muy the Reflux of the River is not ſo ſwiſt: (to, \ 

ut after the Rains tis not poſſible to perſwade 2 Tear 1 
Næroe to venture, though they are continually This 
uſed to paſs in their Boats along the ſhoar, which which 
here, by reaſon of the mentioned Burnings, they that ha 
. cant do. | „ 

I have four ti mes paſſed by this River on Board I make | 
of Shipping, and each time ſome of our People before 
were ſent Aloft, that by diſcerning the Mouth thar al 
of this River, they might ſee whether we bad But 
ech it or no; and they commonly called to u foot. ta 
from Aloft, that they ſaw its Mouth, and that allſtan 
2 were right before it, and at it, or a little way Whe 
Eaſt or Weſt of it; which the Maſters of the Ships, I L ha 
through Ignorance, and 1, as well as they, firmly I frong 
believed. ER ES: 8 E, Bu 
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But in the Year 1699. coming in a Canoa from 
Fida, I cauſed my ſelf to be rowed as cloſe to the 
here as poſſible, and as the Burnings would permit; 
jut as curious and exact as we were in our Obſer- 
ration, we could deſcry no Mouth, nor the leaft 
opening 3 but diſcovered the Truth of what one 
of my Servants (who had performed this Journey 
y Land) told me, that this River at a ſmall di- 
fance from the Shoar, and throughout is prodigi- 
dus wide; but that Weſtward tis thwarted by a 
whole Tract of Land, which leaves it but a ſmall 
is to me opening or paſſage ; And it is Natural enough to 
flux into believe that by reaſon of the wideneſs within, and 
mbers off the violent Reflux of this River; the Ebb which 
aft at the paſſes this ſmall Mouth muſt be much ftronger 
gh Bur than if this Paſlage were proportioned to the ſize 
c the River. But enough of this. 
pa Faſtward of this River, the Cotoſe Country, by 
and that moſt called the Land of Lanpi, beginneth. From 


the Wea- this River to the Village Coto or Yerbon, is about 
general. fourteen Dutch Miles: The Village having for- 


n conſe : merly been the place of Reſidence of the King of 
o ſivift C, where I ſaw and ſpoke with him in the 
t ne CO 1 5 
tinually WW This Kingdom is very inconſiderable in Strength, 
„ which which yet abates daily by its Wars with Popo; 
gs, they that have continued for ſome Years ſucceſſively, : 
Nad they being pretty even in Force, unleſs they 
1 Board make Peace, Yale diſpute is not like to be ended 
People WM before one of them engages fome other Country to 
> Mouth WM thar aſſiſtance. BEET 
we hall But Aquambee, who would keep them both on 
ed to u foot. takes care that neither be deſtroyed, by ſending 
nd that WW aliſtance of Forces to the weakeſt ſide. 80 
tle way When 4quamboe was governed by two Chiefs, 
e Ships, WW # I have formerly told you, thoſe of Popo had a 
firmly WE firong Supporter of the Old, as they of Coto of 
| the young Ning s [thus each ſide was continually 
But I furnzſhed with AHuambocan Props. Baut 


* 
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not but thoſe of Auamboe will ſoon reinſtate them, 


of Deſcription of the LET. xym 
| But how it will go with them when the old 
little Fopo in 1700. watched their opportunity 
and ſurpriſing thoſe of Coto, fell upon them and 
obliged them to quit their Country; but I doubt 


and N into the Mouth of the Fpoemn. 
The Land of Cota is of a direct contrary ſort 
of Nature to that of the Gold Coaft ; for as the lat- 
ter is full of Hills, fo the former hath ' not one: 
But the Soil is very flat, ſandy, dry, barren and 
void of all Trees, except the Palm or Wild Coco; 
of which it proud a great number.. 
This Land is tolerably provided with Cattle, 


at leaſt re ſufficie .. cks, R 
TJ 
River-Fiſh is not wanting here, but they can \ I 


t none out of the Sea, by reafon-of the violent 


Burnings which extends from this place to Ardra, WY ſma 
and farther along the whole r N. Al the) 
Their Trade is that of Slaves; of which they Is ch 
are able ſometimes to deliver a good number, {Wb 240 
but yet not ſo many as to lade a Ship.” Wi? fell 
I found the Inhabitants here very good-natured WW Sup 
and civil. I received ſeveral Civilities from them, Nate, and 
eſpecially from the King: When I told him that . From © 
after having accompliſhed my Merchandiſe at lountry { 
Fida, I deſigned to return by Land; he offered iber Hi 
to come himſelf with his whole Force to receive rn to ft 
me on the Borders of his Territories, and to con- kd 1s Cc 
duct me beyond Rio Volta in order to ſecure me f which 
from any. miſchief from the ſtrolling Robbers. . I ys CO 
thankfully accepted this kind Offer, and I ſhould i" Pr 
certainly have made uſe of it, had not thoſe of Nan 


little Popo (who had alſo promiſed to conduct 


me through the Extent of their Land) caufed me Foy 


to be difſwaded from it by their Ambaſladors, ale \ 


under pretence they were afraid I might be * 


by : th S Robbers before they came to me. 


TN 
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'Ths Diſſwaſive was very faint, and the ſaid Am- 
idors under-hand enconraged me to this Land 
ur, urging it as their private Advice, which na- 


9 


em 15 muy diſcovered their Villany 5 which was that 
I Jouk ey deſigned to murther me on my [ourney, — 
te wor mequently have ſtolen all my $ ; beſides 
Poem. Iich they would yet have cleared themſelves by 
ch ſor ring that they adviſed me againſt going that 
OO las on this account frightened from underta- 
en and ig my intended Tour; by which I ſhould o- 
1 Coco, viſe have diſcovered ſome Particulars worthy 


wr Curioſity. : 


kicks, Religion and Oeconomicks, they very 
_ ._ {ly reſemble thoſe on the Gold Coaſt, except 
ey can 
violent 


ir Language is moſtly that of a0 . with a 
Ardra, 


ery ſmall alteration. By reaſon their Trade is 
Irall they are very poor; very few of them be- 


h they oz rich, Their moſt advantagious Trade is ta- 
1mber Ing 2 rs In- land and ſtealing Men, which 
ey fell to the Europeans, that come here with 
tar Ships. This is the beſt part of their Subſiſt- 

them, MW, and indeed all I have to ſay of them. 
n that From Coto to little Popo is about ten Miles; the 
iſe at (Country being as the former flat Land, without 


men to ſuch a degree that all Victuals there dreſ- 
Wd is continually full of Sand, and not edible; 


re me MW" which I was very ſenſible during my three 
re. I ys continuance there: For the King richly e- 
nould eh provided me with Victuals ; but for the 
e of Mentioned Reaſon I could not eat it, but was for- 
duct ed to fetch Proviſions from on Board our Ship to. 
1 me leg my AMC: 7 40% N 

dom, This vaſt Quantity of Sand, with which the 


the 


But to return to the Inhabitants of Coto. In Po- 


tat I found here a vaſt Quantity of Idol Gods. 


ther Hills or Trees and extraordinary ſandy. 


mole Land is coyered, renders it ſo barren, that 
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5 Tears ſince they had a brave Soldier for their King i 
whoſe Name was Aforri, Brother to the preſen 


bable that they will ever return to the Poſſeſſiq 
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\ 


| n 1 ol 8 
the Inhabitants are forced to be victualled by tha 5 hi 
of Fida, or at leaſt for the moſt part. 

The Inhabitants here are the Remains of 6 
Kingdom of Acra behind our Fort there; fro 
whence they were formerly driven by the Ring d 
Aquamboe. Thoſe who eſcaped ſettled here, wher 


they may remain long enough; for it is not pro 


f their Country. 1 
2 J have e mentioned their Wars with thoſ 
of Coto. They ate not very populous; but d 
the other hand are very War- like. Not man 


King. This Prince on account of his Valour wa 


7 an to Co 

very mach feared and reſpected; but his greateſ a 
flock of Fame redounded to him when the Phidalhif 15 
ge of Cyra rebelled againſt the King of great 4 ickly ki 
dra, his Lord and Maſter, whoſe Yoak he ſhook 850 
off, and beſides killed our chief Factor Holwerf, Nack. f 
For to revenge theſe accumulated Crimes, th . where 
King of Ardra perſwaded King. Aforri to come againſt dle for 
bim with all his Force; which he did, and mad + his 
ſuch ſhort work with thoſe of Offra, that he conſe dead 
quered as ſoon as faw them; waſted their Coun. The pre 
try, and delivered the Offender into his Sovereign Id, yet 
Hands: But not content with this Maca? { andi te Co 

| puſhed on by the King of Ardra, he marched abet Ce 
gainft the People of Fida, and encamped in thei np as to 
Conntry; but wanting Powder, he delayed attac“ Ie 7.4 
ing the Fidaſſaus in expectation of having it ſent mend on 
him according to the King of Arara's P comiſe; Lwhach t 
which he did not fail to do in large Quantity un in ende 
der a good Convoy : But the Fidafans getting I fe they 
telligence of it, fell upon the Convoy with a very that 
ſtrong Party, defeated it and ſeized all the Te- uding 2 
der; which Aforri being informed of, and finding res ſo 


Himſelf, for want of Amunition, not able to ſtand 


=, againſt 


SES 6 
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Ir have been very roughly treate. 
is Enemies informed of his Flight, were got 
| the leaſt enclined to purſue him; but on He 
trary did not a little rejoyce to find themſelves 
Ick loch a ee © . 

fforri being returned into his on Territories, 
x acquainted that his Neighbours of Coto Were 


dy to have aſſiſted Fida, if he had ſtayed any 
* ger in their Country; which he ſo highly re- 


Ad againſt them, and deſiring nothing more. 
m to come to a cloſe Engagement with them, 
attacked them, though ſtronger than himſelf, 


$ greatel 
e Phidal 


ickly killed a great part'of his Amy: Upon 


nſelf, he flew amongſt the thickeſt of the Ene- 
7. where he was ſo furrounded that it was im- 
ble for him to return; upon which, with ſeve- 
il of his Men, after a Valiant Reſiſtance, he was 
| dead upon the ſpot. _ „ 
The preſent King, though more Peaceable and 
1d, yet prudently revenged his Brother's Death 
the Cotofians, always attacking them in their 
akeſt Condition; 1 meaſures he purſued ſo 


t he con- 
ir Coun- 
vereigns 
ry, and 
rched 2. 


Fehr ng as to drive them out of their Country. 
8 teu Ide Inhabitapts of Popo, as well as thoſe of Coto, 
> l TY mend on Plunder and the Slave Trade; in both 
15 mich they very much exceed the latter; for 
nh Er endowed with a much larger ſhare of Cou- 
12 Fe tbey rob more ſucceſſively, and conſequently. 
he Por d means enereaſe their Trade + Re 
©. ang all which, to t a Ship with Slaves, 
* qures ſome Months Attendance. | F „ 


. 


x, 


ated that with utmoſt Animoſity he took the 


t they received him ſo warmly, that they had 


x furiouſly inraged and deſperate, and careleſs of 


in 


n 

lun his Enemies, made a ſpeedy as well as ve - 
ſalonable Retreat; for the Fidaſaus intended | 
have fallen on him with their whole Force the 
Day, when he and all his Army would pro- 


— 
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In the Year 1697. In three Days time I co: 
get but three Slaves; but they aſſured me that if 

would have patience for other three Days al 
they ſhould be able to deliver me one or cf 
dred. I ſeemed to appove their Propoſal, but we 
on Board under pretence of fetching ſome G00 


aſhore which they defired, and 1 * 
weighed, Anchor wat ſet ſail for File "ER che Ei 
was informed: that their Incurſions ſucceeded Sbi 
well, that they returned with above two Hundn dred 8 
Slaves; which, for want of other Ships, they wel uppen ag 
obliged to fell to the Portugnſe. nent 
is Nation is more than ordinary fraudule{fſ"".M*n 
and thieviſh. It is their common practice to aflu It is per 
the Merchant or Factor that they have a ok n the Na 
Slaves, only to draw him on Shoar; Which eng orit 
A with him without be ere 
ng fleeced him, and beſides detained him ſever i by. o. 
Monte 5 18 fo e During 
The Portygueſe are cheated by them more th Number c 
any Nation; notwithſtanding which they cam Garity te 
_ | Trading with Ge e they are toa oy _ 
ed with ſuch ſorry Goods, that the ran then 
Slaves any re AE. mo „ 2 * 1 har Cou 
In 1698. J found a Dan Ship there, whic Four 
was obliged to wait a longer time to deal for fi Wm of 
Hundred Slaves, than I ſpent in Trading for ti Kon tc 
Thotſand at Fida : During which time they m pon the 
with füch ample Proofs of their Villanous Natur," 90m 
that I don t believe any of that Nation will ventur band of 
ber . e bath with 
"A Year er two before this, they dealt in abe 4 
ſame manner with an Engli/5 Ship, and belide Gat he ra 
cheated him of ſome of his Goods; but he coffees be 
ming thither again in my time, recovered his B 
ges in the following manner: As ſoon 8 I a lay 
had dropt Anchor before Popo, ſome of the greal , ng 


| Men, amongſt whom was the King's Son, cam 
es” 9 


T XY = xVIII. Shave Coaſt 8 - | 2 35 | ; 
dl ot | Board him; all which heclapt in the Bilboas: 
1 om whence: he did not diſcharge them till he 
Wis firſt 33 and had e them to ray 

dumm beſides. 

in the Reign of this 1 8 Brother this Nation 
n more eaſily dealt with, for when he had done his 
ne Goc aneſs, he would not ſuffer his Subjects to impoſe 


nediate n the Europeans. In his time one of our Com- 
ö x; q Ships in eleven Days dealt for above five 
Ceeded red ves; but that is not what is likely to 


pen again: For that Nation is at preſent ſo 
' lent, that undeniably every Perſon that deals 
pith them, __ be — — leſs — fa Sag 
. It is perfectly unnece to touch any furt 

15 85 m the Nature ah Cuſtoms of theſe People, ſince 
ach Wheinz originally Inhabitants of Acra, in Religion 
4. Mad Government, they do not much differ from 
heir Conntry- men. 

During my ſtay here, I Gans ſuch annals 
Number of Rats, ” that I thought my ſelf bound in 
Charity to advertiſe the Inhabitants to be upon their 
Gurd and: deſtroy thoſe Vermin, leſt encreaſing 
mon them they ſheuld in time drive them out 2 


4 - 
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reward of the Favonrs of the Fidaſian Monarch, he 

th withdrawn his Allegiance, and thrown off that 

| Toak : At which the Fidafian was ſo much enraged, 

1 beſide *. he raiſed a great Army, which he ſent againſt 

tipo, together with the Afſiſtance and Anni 

' his Dich be received from'ſomie French Ships that 

lien lay before Fida, deſigning nothing leſs than 

he great fo bes them, which he was alſo encouraged 

5 a | . r the French Ships likewiſe fail'd 
vj On. to 


their Loy: 0 | 
„Four Miles 1 hens? 1s the. King i 
I wm of great Pup hols King was firſt in- lib 9 
Font tion to e Pie, the [preſent King being ſet k 
Mov m n the Throne. by the preſent King of Fida in ; N 
* the room of his Brother whom he had baniſhed, in 1 f 

1 
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to fall upon that Country by Sea. But Popo bein! 
an and Scituate in the midi of the Ne bag 
the French and Fidafians were forced to make u gane 
of Floats to come at them; and that Nation hd beer 
put it ſelf in ſuch a poſture of Defence, that it nol Fun 
only received its Enemies warmly, but after bleeds bur 
ing them put them to 7 without the loſs of on. 
Man on their fide ; for they fired very briſkly ou 
of their Houſes, and unperceived of their Enemie 
by which means they killed a great number e 
French and Fidaſians; and ſo diſordered their For 
ces, that throwing down their Arms, they run oye 
one another to make their eſcape; and if the A 
poearns had followed their Victory, in all probabib 
ty not one French-man would have eſcaped alive 
they not being ſo ſwift as the Negroes 
Since this ſo unſucceſsful Enterpriſe, the King 


lte f 


of Fida hath not ventured on any freſh Attempts b 


| hath met with, is to be cheated on all ſides: Where: 


; ling Places beſides the King's Village; which, as1 


ments, by reaſon of the Profit they 


- withhis own Forces; but hath been endeavouringh 
even to this preſent time to hire other Nations to en- ; 
gage in the Quarrel; but though it - hath already um ſo: 
coſt him large Summs, yet the only ſucceſs H ouph 


fore much againſt his will he is obliged to ſuffer nt 
the King of Popo in quiet Poſſeſſion of his Iſland. 
The Inhabitants of Popo have ſcarce any dwel- 


have told you, is an Iſland ; and that fo thinly Mh 
peopled and ſo infeſted by the Fidaftans, that they Na it a 
cannot cultivate their Land, quietly : Wherefore Wylo t 
they very frequently want Proviſions, and would 
be ſtarvad., if they were not furniſhed with Edibles ent e 
from even the Fidaſians their greateſt Enemies, WW WI 
who continually run the Riſque of Capital Puniſh- Whves 
find to acrue Wieſe: 
The Natives of great Popo Trade alſo in Slaves; 
which af no Ships come thither they fell to wy 
8 = 
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"Hr 


, Fi 2 45 but their Freateſt Gain is by the 
o being, which they catch” in heir River, and Trade 
ver, bo wr yg IH cory 
make ui Some Years: paſt we had-a Houſe or Lade heres 
ation hac by reaſon of the Declenſion of Trade, ſince 
hat it no Enmity betwixt Fida ind Popo, after the Death 
ter bleed dur Factur we left it; and ſince that time . 
oſs of on have: not traded with them. KEN g 10-3 1 
1Kkly ou This Popo is the firſt place Which. ou 'properly 
Enemies Lreckoried to be in: the Cbuntry of A Tie 
umber eden Language — — Alterations 
heir Fot 3 ſpoken..! The Government alſo is here upon 


run ov ſame foot; of which more im the Deſcription 

f the N lis, ar ek, Iiſhall: ie you a ketch of it. 
Trobabil:Wh.ſuft Eaſtwards:-6 £:ithe! « off Fida 
d alive es its ing, und ifour or fe like loweris | 


It Road and P of $5108 UNDO T WOE | 


the King. This Port is ſocinbomadions and dungariasy b. . 
Attemptsſhaſon .of the horrible Burnings in the Sea, 4 
ouring cannot land — Fwand Fob 8 
ns to en-WMſiſque z hut in Mary; it 
already | — violently; that according to the Proverb, 
ccels he Naeh tc have two: Eides who ventures. 8 
: 1 About this Seuſom diſmal — ea 

to lüfter Wirequent:hers, great nie Godslare loſt, 
{land. 5 Men droumd: For the Sea · Burning 
y dwel-sf violent and rolls — „0 Ped- 
ich, as] iT is overturned —_— Cuno ſhiattered into 
; thinly 3 9 | 
lat that 

herefore 


d would Wire — 5 "This — 


Edibles When every Day Bits 3 . 1193 40 91 7; Aan 
<nemies, [hen I | was here in the Vear 16980 Beſides 
Puniſh: hes there were flue Men loſt here, viz. A Fortu- 
o acrue Wreſe Captain, a Clerk, and three Engl/ Sailors, 


ele two Captains which were brought a- ſhore 
ar dead, —_ TURE 5 2 5 r W por after. 
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"This Port hath-coft me, or rather the Company B+ 

at ſeveral times, above t wo Hundred Pounds' f 2% Count 
doubtleſs it muſt have been more expenſive-to th alone, 
Ee and others who haue not ſo good Rowerelfſf 12ges ( 
At this time ot the Fear e are troubled: wil 2 con 
another Inconvenience, - which is a ſtrong Eaſter this 
Tide; which no Boat or Shallop can ſtem 5 ages, 
Ain but thoſe inthe Boats are obliged tofit' oblerv 
along y ſticking their Pole in the Ground: So tal not al 
what by one Inconvenience or another we are d thoſe \ 
tained here twice: as long as is neceſſary to du build: 
— Trade e. But when anger ie is Over, an — 

| that n 
Bages of: — — zan 8 of Ho 
tiful Meadow-Ground * bal a Mile off, u compa 
cannot help being over joyed on the account no with -t 
only of our Delivery, but likewiſe of the ſt and Jo 
this C promiſeãe. in ene 
For three ſeveral mes I have. lived here abou in the 
three. Months, nat that any Merchandiai and pe 
red ſo lang e forreckohi one Ship A an tain or 
— diſpatch :: them i i leſs tha bat th 
A end and which is yet more, I have lade which 
three in fourteen Days: but what obliged me ii an Ho! 
ſtay was — Wiackit th; N me __ ang 2re reg 

| m Vpynge. un bo: Place 
my ſtay here, I uſed all po dae N believe 
f to diſcover the length and breadth of th this i Kineton che lik 
but could never obtain-a farther ſatisfactory a 2 beau 
than that ita Extent along the Sea · ore I Trees, 

0 t nine or ten Miles; and in the middle i Corn, 
reaches fix or ſeven Miles In-land : After which iff grow f 
extends like two Arms; and in ſome places oot P. 
ten ot twelve Miles broad, and in others mud ed wi 
narrower: So that it is impoſſible for me to obi fer 2 
ertile 


bo with an exact Account 5 its TY "bt 
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It is, however, unqueſtionably certain that, this 
Country is ſo very populous, that in one Villa 
alone, as the King's, or any of his Vice-roy's Vil- 


1 


lpes (for Inſtance) there are as many People as in 

common Kingdom on the Gold Coal: And 
this. Land is well furniſhed with thefe large Vil 
lages, beſides innumerable ſmall ones, which are 
afervable throughout the whole Conntry, forme 
not above a Muſquet-fhot from each other; for 
thoſe who live out of the great Villages or Towns 
build and ſettle where they pleaſe: So that each 
Family builds a ſmall Village, which encreaſes as 
T! ⅛ A 7 ˙ . 7 —˖Ä— 

The great number of theſe Villages compoſed 

| of Houſes, which are round at the top, and en- 

 compaſſed witli mud Walls or Hedges, together 
with the great numbers of all ſorts of beautiful 
and lofty Trees, which ſeem deſignedl ee 
in exact order; afford the moſt beautiful Proſpect 
in the World; to render which the more charming 
and perfectly agreeable, not fo muchas one Moun- 
tain or Hillock interpoſeth to interrupt the View; 
bat the whole is a fort of inſenſibly riſing Ground, 
which is not diſcovered till youhaye gone forwards 
an Hour or two, when 33 „your Eyes 
are regaled with a Proſpect ef the meſt charming 
Place that Imagination can repreſent: nor can 
believe, that any Country in the World can ſhew 

the like.  Befides which this Land is covered with 
2 beautiful Verdure, compoſed either of Graſs or 
Trees, and plentifully provided with three forts of 
Corn, Beans, Potatoes, and other Fruits; which 

ow ſo cloſe to each other, that in ſome places a 

oot Path is the only Ground that is not cover- 
ed with them: For the Negroes of this Country 
are ſo covetous, that no place which is Ta. 
fertile can eſcape planting, though even within 
the Hedges which encloſe their Villages and Dwel- 
ling-places ; And they Ny ſo very greedy in this 
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N particular, that the very next Day after they have 


: — — . 5 
<a we” ti >a, = 
— ow * a * 

2 m * — * 
"Mr Ee . — — * — « 

4 a 

A 
* 
, * : 


ment; and, third 


reaped they are ſure to ſow 2 without allo 
ing the Land any; time for reft. My 
The Charms of this Coui ur) 4 = far tran. 


ſported me, that 1 have inſenſihly Feen through 


it ; but ſince on account of its excell ence (compa, 


ratively taken and conſidered as on this. Coaſt) it 
deſerves a yery, particular Deſcription : I therefore 
sfign.to.divide. it into three Heads, . viz. firſt ] 
ſhall treat of the Nature and. Manners of the Inha- 
bitants 3. ſecondly, of their Religion and Govern, 
J 5 of the Cattle and Fruit of 
this Country. Ns”? 


As the firſt will take up the revuainder of this 


Letter; ; ſo the other two ſhall eated of each 
ina Letter apart. But I deſire y 0 pot to be EY 


"if they all, but more eſpecially, this, happen tobe 

> Rio Jong : I ſhall not ory ge my pains 

3 in writi and if vou put too great 3 
: value on the 4th to read it, thecremedy i 18 eaſie, th, 119; 
you may tear off what Fowy wall, 6 and not waſte ode Win 
much time on it as to peru deliver 
But as to my; firſt parti cle z phe 5 muſt N fay Soperio 
that the abe K 75 Fida r. exceed all other than up 
Negroes (that L have had the op 1 800 rtunity of com MW wich 
: dy both in good d Qualities; " KF they 
ik lens Lines, if wach your reading... "will Hand i 
a hs own that from the hi heft to the Jowel oe 
5 treat us in the moſt civil, obliging and eng ach off 
ging manner in the: World; and as all Negros togethe 
cContintially teize us for Preſents; theſe on the con. wüͤhing 
trary never deſire beyond a Mornings Draught; NA. 
and had rather give than receive. When we Trade MW and De 
with them SE are very well pleaſed that we. ac grecabl; 
knowledge the Services they have dene us: but "Tf a 
they are incorrigibly fond JF their Ancient Cu- m theft 
ſtoms; but this is ſo reaſonable that no Perſon can having 
- "uy them that STORE 6 with hy 


"They 
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They are ſo civil to each other, and the Inferi- 
our ſo reſpectſul to the Superiour, that at firſt I 

was very much ſurprized at it; for if any of them 

goes to viſit his Supetriour, or meets him by chance, 

de immediately falls on his Knees, and thrice 

ſicceſſively kiſſes the Earth, claps his Hands, with- 

es his Superiour a good Day or good Night, and 
congratulates him: Which the other either ſitting 

Or ; 8 8 — or whatever Poſture he is found” in, 
barely anſwers with ſoftly clapping his Hands, 
and wiſhing the other a good Day; and if he is 
extraordinary civil, he ſaith, it is enough. All 
which time the former remains ſitting or proſtrate 

on the Earth till the other departs; unleſs his Af- 

fairs call him away; when after begging leave, 

he retires ereeping on the Ground; for it would be 
thought a great Crime to ſit upon a Chair or Bench 
in preſence of his Superiour. Por es. of 

The like deference is paid by the younger to 

the elder Brother, the Children to the Father, and 

the Wives to their Huſbands. None of which will 
deliver or receive any thing to or from his or her, 
duperiour, Brother, Father or Huſband, otherwiſe 

than upon the Knee, and with both Hands together, 
which is a ſign of yet greater ſubjection; and 

if they ſpeak to any of the ſaid Perſons, their 
Hand is always clapped before their Mouth, that 

their Breath may not offend the other. 

When two | Perſans' of equal Condition meet 
each other, they fall both down on their Knees - 
together, clap Hands, and mutually Salute, by 
wilhing each Ker fo good Day; which Ceremo- 
nies are alſo nicely obſerved by their Followers 
and Dependants on each ſide; which looks very a- 
l 5 MO BOT OE Oe a ne = 
f a principal Perſon happen to ſneeze, all thoſe | 
in their preſence fall umu their-Knees; and after 
having kiſſed the Earth, and clapped their Hands, 


- 


win him all Happineſs _ Proſperity. 


| When 


a . 


342 4 Deſerptiom of 'the LET. Xvi 
|} When 2 Perſon is preſented with any thing 
his Superiour, having received it he claps it 5 

hy Hands, and after kiſling.the Earth very ſub- 
miſſively returns thanks. In ſhort, the Infericur 

here ſhews as much reſpect to the Superiour, al 
believe is practiſed in any of the World, 
3 is very different from the Mroes on the Gold 

0 ens Sea es oy together without a any diftinRtion 


. 1 do — dier lefs from the mentioned A 
Peer in Induſtry ; for whereas the Gold Coaſt N. 
goes indulge themſelvesin Idleneſs as their Favourite 
Vice, here on the contrary, Men as well as Wo. 
men are ſo vigorouſly Induſtrious and Laboriow 
that they never ge ll they have finiſhed their 
Undertakings; and are continually endeavouring 
alter Work in order to get Money. 
Beſides Agriculture, from which the King and 
A few great Men are only exempted, their Manu- 
factures are ſpinning of Cotton, weaving of fine 
Cloaths, making of Calabaſſes, bee n Veſſels, 
Aſſagayes and Seats; ware; and. ſeveral other Handi 
crafts, which are in greater Perfection her 
than on the Gold Coaſt ; befi ides which, they 
alſo have ſome wines the other. aye no Knowledge 


of. 

Whilſt "the; Men are ſo diligent ntly employ 
the Women are not idle; they 9 1 rather boil 
Beer, and dreſs Victuals, whicht they carry to Market 
to ſell together with their Huſbands Merchandise: 
| = fv both Men and Women here are employed 
ng of Money, and each zealouſſ y ftrivestoout 

1 br 2 er. Hence it is that they live ver wo 
didly, and not as the Blacks on the Gold Coalt 
who dare not think of a good Morcel OE it 3 
dear; for theſe on the other ſide, as well the igherss 
lower ſort, eat of the beſtthat is to. be gotten as long 


as my have * IE e End irs we 1 - 


* 
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tat fails they are upon the hunt to get more; but 
n aſk them to work with an empty Belly, would 
E to Knock at a deaf Mans Door; on which ac- 
unt I think no Man can blame them, ſince it is but 


World; ſenſible for what they take pains. 


the Gola They work for ſmall Wages) and the Service which | 


tinction be meaner fort do us conſiſts in carrying our Goods 
N bom the Shore to the King's Village, where dur Houſe 
ned. M. Ms. This being about three Miles; for every burthen 


oaſt N. af Goods we commonly: pay from eight to twelve 


pence, in proportion to the weight of ti: The 


8 price of each Burthen being exactly adjuſted. 


boric fm hence you may collect, that the Men 
2 15 vork very cheap here: But they , play an Af. 
te-gamez: of which I ſhall hereafter inform you. 


vouring | 
l Pith a Burthen of one Hundred Pounds on 
ing : their Head they run a ſort of continual Trot; 
up with. them without difficulty, though not 154 
ed with an Ounce weight. 8 

Thoſe who are very rich here, beſides Huſban- 
ly, in wlüch their Wives and Slaves are employ- 


dities. A e $09: v7 r 
They are ſo diligent in the Slave Trade, that 
they are able to deliver one Thouſand Slaves eve- 
Month, if there are no Ships at Fakir, which is 
ubordinate to great Ardra, and ſituate but three 
Miles below Fida; which makes a very ſenſible 


to-paſs, when the Ships are there, to favour his 
1 ida by a very ſtrict Prohibition; upon which 
thoſe of Fida (againſt whoſe King lie is an irrecon- 

ſeeming 


raſonable that they : ſhould before they begin de 


« under them, drive a very conſiderable Trade, 
wt, only in Slaves but all other ſort of Commo- 


alteration.z for the King of great Ardra, through 
vhoſe Territories moſt of the Slaves are obliged 


m Subjects, very commonly ſhuts up all the Paſſes 
his Subjects are obliged to deal by ſtealth with 
alable Enemy) which e they continnally do, 


14 


| — * 25 1 * 4 1 7 17 * 4+ 2 I 
genin Fa BB) e Ati Aid. 
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. ſeeming. not much concerned at their: Rings B 

[i ſputes. Notwithſtanding which, Trade”: doth ny 

flouriſh ſo well as when the King of Ardra leave 

uy CO OTE his Subjects and thoſe of 

' The remaiting Cuſtoms. and Manners of th 

Natives of Fida, not affecting their Religich 

Worſhip, are very like thoſe on the Gold Chf 

excepting only, as I have already hinted; chat th 

exceed the other in all Particulars of Living; fy 

| whereas the former content themſelves with one ty 

three, and the moſt conſiderable Men, with eight 

4 __ tenor twenty Wives; they have here forty or fit) 
B and their chief Captains three or four Hundred 

1 | ſome one Thouſand, and the King betu/ixt fouran 

Moſt of theſe Wives ſerve to Till the 'Ground 

for their Huſbands only; but the -moſt*beautifa] 

ſtay at home, where they are not yet excuſed fiot 

working; beſides which they are obliged to ſerie 

and wait on their Huſhands. No rich NMvoe 1 

ſuffer any Man to enter the Houſes Where hit 
Wives §‚ Rm bold” 9h 150108 2% 

The Men here are ſo ſtrangely jealous of thei 

Wives, that on the leaſt ſuſpicion in the World 
they ſell them to the Exropeans;' being in this part 

cular very different from the Nxroes of the Golt 

Coaſt, who make no of ſcruple of driving 


* 


a publick Trade with their Wives Bode. 
The Cuſtom of this Country is vaſtly different ſtom 
that; for if any Perſon here preſume to debauchi ane 

ther's Wife, if the injured Perſon is a rich Man, the 
Offender muſt not only dye, but ſuch a Crime 
is beſides that ſufficient to plunge his whole Family 

Ikf any Perſon happen to touch any part 
of the Body of one of the Bag Wives, deen! 

I or by the moſt unfore-ſcenaccident in the World, 
tus Head, or at leaſt his Liberty is thereby 2 


* 


they ſe 
ſent her 
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ing bbs being, _ a Puniſhment of his innocent, Crime, © 
tual Slavery. Wherefore all thoſe 

er Buſs eſs lies near the Kings Houſes, call out 

1 thoſs I ond that his Waves may be informed there | is 4 

ban thereabouts. 

| For the ſame Sen the King (as "Cs before 34 

ted)isſerved by his Wives in his Houſe, not permitti 5 

my Mantoenter the Walls thereof, unleſs to repair it, 

or do what the Women cannot, upon which ocęaſi ion 

ite Women are obliged to retire to another part of it. 

When the Work · men are tiling or repairing the 
ling s Houſe, they continually call out, that the 
lings Wives may, during that time, keep with- 
in; for if they thould 1 to ſee them only, 
it would be imputed to them as a Crime. 

So when the King's Wives go to the Field to 
work, as they do daily by Hundreds, they are 
certain whenever they meet a Man, to cry out, 
Stand clear; after which he either immediately 
. his Knees or flat on the Ground, and waits 


jr ae by him, without preſuming ſo much 
s to loook at them. 

On account of the leaſt diſguſt or trifle, theKing 
ſometimes. ſells eighteen or twenty of his Wives, 
which doth not at all leſſen their number : For 
three of his pri * Captains, to whom the Go- 
vernment of pony erqglio is entruſted, daily ſup- 
ply their places with fell Ladies; for 3 
they ſee a beautiful Virgin, they immediat Pre- 
ſent her to the King, which none of his Secs 5 
75 eſume to refuſe or contradict. 5 

a Lady is preſented to the King, that 
e to a bin, A he do's her the Honour to 
lye with her twice or thrice; after which; ſhe 
Nut. to paſs the remainder of her Life like * | 


For which Raiſon the A are ſo EE om 
being greedy of the Honour of being the King's 
Vives, that ſome of them prefer a ſpeedy Death 
" to hh a miſerable Life. Aboye 


1. 
ed do bring hm a beadtiful young Maid; put theng hi fu 


and they purſuing her, ſhe deſpairing threw her 


Ihis preſent King married two of his own 
Brutal Pleaſures being of a ſhort duration; he ima- 


ver to repeat it for the future. \ 


ters very cheap? but the miſchief is, that marry- 
ing a King's Daughter in this Country 1s not vety 


A Deſeription of the L. E T. Xytj 
About tw Yard pad tief Gaptaitls Cüdes 


being very fond of a Nur's' Late, fled from them, 


If into a deep Well, in which ſhe was ſtifled... | 
leave her Cafe to be determined by the Ladies. 
Upon the Fathers Death, the eldeſt Son inherits wonder 
not only all his Goods and Cattle, but his Wives M 
which he immediately holds and enjoyeth as hi 
own, . excepting his. own Mother; for whom he pro 
vides a ſeparate Apartment and ſufficient Subliſtance, 


2 | e . | . 0 N tat ( 
in caſe ſhe cannot live without it. 'This-/Cuſtoniiif 3 
obtzins not only with the King and Captain of the 
but alſo amongſt the Commona lt. K n 


Daughters; but they dying quickly after, and his 


gines that the Gods that way puniſhed him for hu. 
Crime z which hath drawn from him an Oath ner. 
To prevent Temptation, in ny time he marry 
ed his only Daughter to the EN Companies Fa- 
ctor here: And once talking very freely with 
him; I, in a jeſting Manner, impoſed a ſort of 
Fine upon him for not having made me the fuft 
bf of her. He willingly paid his Fine; adding 
withal, that though his Daughter was married, 


the was yet at my ſervice, if I defired her, ſino m wh 
one Word was ſufficient to call her Home. dient to 


hat think you, Sir, are not this King's Daugh children. 


adrantagious; otherwiſe I had not failed long s Sons 


fince to have been happy that wax. 


* 


From ſuch a Multitude of Wives a great number hm. 1 
of Children may 3 be expected, ſuppo : Grand- Sc 
ſing the Men in a ſtate of Procr 


eation: For e Thouſant 


Appetite ; and that Whet not being wanting I world w 


| ging of Diet (according to the Proverb) ſharpens WW yere de: 
dhe 
56 ber f Peoph 


* 


/ 


gr. XVII. Slave of Coaſt Ouinea. 


” 1 ere the Work of Propagation advances EE. . | , 


dible ſucceſs ; for the Women not being very Bar- 
n, and the Men Vigorous, it is not to be doubted 
xe they, beſides eating and drinking very well, 
[fe other means to provoke Nature, which is in 
m very briſk and lively: It is not, I fay, to 
nt. wonder'd at, that their Iſſue ſhould be very nu- 
Wed. "us. You will eaſily believe this when I averr 
p you, | I:have ſeen Men that were Fathers of 

ove two Hundred Children; but, however, 
put it out of doubt, not only my ſelf but ſeve- 
| others, who have enquired into it are aſcertain- 


aptaint oth Truth of * two 1 * = 
2 IT of w > 15 one ot tl : ing's 1 18, t t er» 
* 55 ed us ſeveral Years as an Interpreter, whoſe name 


Hare | I once aſked him in 1 of one of our Cap- 
Jath nuten and my Aſſiſtant, how many Children he had, 
bath ne ring always obſerved a good number with him; 


p which he ſighing anſwered, that he had been ſo 


man7-Mrery unhappy in that Particular, as not to have 

many, — that he could not pretend to above Se- 
renty : I aſked him whether he had not had more 
that were dead; he told me yes, about as many 
s were at preſent alive. And yet this Man thought 


dred and forty were but a very ſmall number: 
From whence you may gueſs what number is ſuf- 
cent to make a Man rich, or well-ſtocked with 
DR) lots; nr, he, 15 
The King, who was great at this Converſation, 
aſſuted me that one of his Vice-roys, aſſiſted by 
bis Sons and . with Aoi Slaves, ind 
| tepulſed a powerful Enemy which came. agal 
umber| him. That this Vice- roy, With his Sons and 
ſu De. Grand-Sons, could make out the number of tro 
£ Thouſand not reckoning Daughters or any that 
ben were dead. Judge then, Sir, whether if a new 
ane World were diſcovered, theſe Men would not be fit 
| to People * 1 I 


* 


that both theſe numbers making together one hun- ; 


If whatT have told you is true, as I dont! 
the leaſt doubt but 1¹ is, oy confirmed by 
: Ling s Aﬀeveration in the preſence of all his pri 
cipal Men; and this whole Country is fo prolifid 


[0 It is not very furprizing that it is ſo populoꝶ 
1 _ * annually fel S Qany Shives: os LO * 
1 Having detained Nen long enough on the Hey 
. of the Marriages o the Hdaſta : Te Us now tak 
a view of their dealing with, or keeping the G00 
of others. To this purpoſe is what the King fad 
me the firſt time I came to da; his Majefties 1; 
vice and Character of his Subjects run thus. I 
his Subjects were not like thoſe of 4dra ail 
 _ © other Neighbouring Countries; which upon i 
© eaft Umbrage received from the Enropeans et 


r poyſon them. This is, continues he, what ee 
have no Reaſon to fear here; but I adviſe yo play the! 


Em; thor 
; with 0 


we him Pp 


to take particular care of your Goods; for th 
P. * People eem to be born expert Thieves, | and 
rob you of no more than they can come at. 


I was intirely ſatisfied with this frank Pech bend t 
tion of the King's ; reſolving to be careful ts wi 
MK | 


their pilfering Nature ſhould' not much rede 
to my Damage; but I reckoned without my Hof 
for I afterwards found that they were the great | 
and moſt cunning Thieves in the World. Bol Boe 
Except three or four of the moſt conſidera! Inking th 
Men, all this Nation, High and Low, Rich a Kung F. 
Poor, are tainted with this Vice. In thort, not en 
exclude any Body in the whole Country, as IE they c 

| before hinted, they are ſuch expert Thieves, de 2: 
they. obliged a French-Merchant to ſay of en len © 
that they wderſlord the Art of Thievery better th if dred fe 
 Cut-pmrſes and Pick-pockets of Paris. e lens 
oald you know what extorted this Charadtt Lhallon 
of that Nation from him? It was, that being read then 
to depart, he had packed up all his Goods in H ennot 
Pack- houfe; to which he had alſo added a g, For 
number of Chickens, deſigned for his Voya Ped ſear 


thout the 
in my tis 


Vage, i 
ſol vid 


8 
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dont ug to ſhip off all the next Day; but he was ex- 
ut that trouble, for when he came to his Ware - 
& next Morning, he found neither Goods nor 
ul, though the Ware houſe was firm and cloſe, 
\ well locked; ſo that he could not ima- 
which way the Thievery had been acted; 
aſterwards diſcovered the Trick at my coſt. 
The Negroes of the Gold Coaſt are very thieviſh, - 
are not to he compared with theſe. I never 
© 2. Ship bere of What Nation ſoever, that 
bare not robbed of Goods to a. conſiderable 
he: For, as I have already told you, it being 
ze Miles from the King's Village to the Shore; 
hic way we are neceſſitated to make uſe of 
i Villains to carry our Goods, they are hereby i 
pay thei. pe of which there is no hindering 


* * 


km: though inſtead of 4&yw you had a Watch 
in with one Thouſand fires toy would yet de- 
rehim ; and if we happen to catch them and 
drehend them for it, they have aſſurance enough 
Mus, whether we can imagine that they would 
ak ſo hard, as they do, for ſuch ſmall Wages 
ſchout the Liberty of ſtealing?» 


PS” 
1 x 


lo my time the Eg ß ſowed op their ſimaltBar: 


hof Boeſtes (the Money of this Country) in Sacks, 
inking thereby to have ſecured them from the 


ling Face of the ue Bat they were | 


taken; for as they were carrying them, on the 

ay they cut the Sacks of the Barrels, and dug 
t their Boeſies at the Chinks of the Barrel win 
Lien Chiffel. "They are acquainted with an 
lodred ſeveral ways of ſtealing, which. would 
too long to recite here, 
Ichall enly add, that no Perſon can provide a- 
int them: And if we complain to the Ring, 
| cannot" expect any Juſtice, much leſs Retnbu- 


In, For though the King gives order to have the 
kilty ſearched after and puniſhed, yet no Perſon, 
I 7 "> WB. A i „ # $4 "_ g 5 : pt * 1 © F | 9 TE * 4 . 


dare inform, for fear of the e Eldeſt 80 


a ſafe Harbour, we ſhould find our ſelves graf 


them and their Country. 


45 I obſerved that in the Garret that was thatd 
We. 


_ to ſteal ſomething, Buthaving ſaid enough ont 
Subject, tis time to think of ſomething elle : Ar 


we ſhall give ſome ſhort hints on other Subjects, 


None are permitted to wear. red, except thoſe 
tie Royal Family only. © 
„he Women allo wear a Multitude of Cloath 
or Panes, heaped one over another; each of wil 
is not above a Yard and half quarter long, or hs 
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who commonly ſhares with, and conſequen 
protects theſe Villans. tt HE 
And if we ſhould preſume to think, that wk 


our Goods are in the Ware-houſes, they are then 


N *%. + 


miſtaken. At firſt I was indeed of that Opinig 
but having had ſtolen from me in one Nights th 
above the value of ſixty Pounds ſterling m Gt 
I changed my Opinion, believing that the on 
way to be free from their Thievery was to lem 
I then found the Locks of my Ware-houſeenti 
and had very ſafely reſt the Key; fo that atf 
I could not imagine which way the Thievery wi 
committed; but aſterwards I diſcovered the . | 


d with Reed, and Clay or My to prevent firing 
they had made a Hole, and affiſted by a Pole wi 
4 Hock at the end of it, had drawn out my Good 

But they had made ſuch à large Hole in 

French-man's Ware-houſe that, a Man might p 

through it. In ſhort, go how it will; they are 


before we ſpeak of their Government and Religi teal wh 
1 he N 
on te G 
eat: He 


The Negroes here are more richly cloathed tha 
thoſe of the Gold: Coaſt, except in Gold and Silver 
Mach they have not here, nor are they acquant 
ed with its worth. They wear five or ſix Cloat 
all of different forts one, above the other; the uf 
permoſt of which is about eight or nine Yardslony 
which they wrap very decently about their Bod) 


d Silver 
acquaint 

x Cloat 

Wt ut 
15 Jong 
ir Bod 
t thoſe 
F Cloath 
of whi 


or Taue 
a 
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Er. Wür. Here c of "7 3 
ad half long ; of which they buckle their two 
ds on tha Bullies. Theſe Cloaths: very cloſe- 
hr cover. the Poſteriours, but fit very looſe before; 
much that if the Wind, 1 2 little freſh, 
= e . to cover 18 frequent ex: 
be Nader tell us that 1 Faſhion was the 
Fomens invention, and grounded on a Conveni- 
b which they found in it, as doubtleſs every 
Mode is ſome wap or other: uſeful. 

lt is odd enough to obſerve that a Men, Wo- 
nen and Children go with their Heads cloſe ſhorn 


VN Razor and that without any covering in Rain, 


Find, the ſcorching Sun, or be the Weather how 
pill: and if it 5 certainly true that going with 


te Head naked renders it 9 bon hard, I dare averr 


tat the Noyyoes muft be very hard- headed, ſince 
they are'alway's bare in that part: And hence it is 
well as Hom their Beards being cloſe ſhorn that 
the old Men ſeem younger than they really are. 
If the Negroes on * he Gold Coaſt, . 6 eized by 


ſickneſs; re very 1 in the uſe of Medi ; | 


tint; ar numero rings fon the 17 8 0 
0 Health x\the Negroes: here! exceed them ef; 
in the laſt, wich is che Employment c Fe. 
Ne Days. wrt elk 


"The MddiciatRemedicyare the fame with thoſ 


anche Gold Coaſt, but the Offerings are ve Es 
mt: Here'each-Perſon reſerves 2-place. un 1 
ger Air; which is ſet apart for that 4 and 
ledged about witli Reeds and other Traſh. 


Conſecrated Place they continually ha As in or- 


A to obtain Health — Proſperit y. 


They are ſd very fearful of Death ws they 


very unwillingly hear it mentioned, ear that 

dene ſhould haften their end. No Negroe in the 

whole Country dare preſume to ſpeak of Death in 
ſenee' of the King or any great Man, on. 


ef eee * as a — bamſelf, . 
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1 4 A Deſcription wm LET. um 
© The firſt Voyage I made hither, being upon m 
Departure, I aſked the King, (who owed me abg 

. one * Hundred Pounds ſterling) who ſhould pn 
me in caſe of his Dearh at my return? All ok 
in the preſence were perfectly amazed at this Que: 
ſtion; but the King, who underitood-a little Fon 
Zueſe, 3 me rig ht, and finding that I was jp. 
: norant of their Caſſons, ſmilingly anſwered, Thy 
T onght not to trouble my ſelf hog: that, for he 555 
| not dye, but always” Foe. I ſoon perceived that | 
had been guilty of ſome Solæciſm in their es 
ners: Wherefore I took my leave and reti d to 
my Apartment; but withal aſking the) Captain 
which Followed me” the Reaſon of their Atonilh 
an. They replied, That; noi: Perſon on paint 
eath, dared preſume to * of Death'it 47 o pubs 
ty in the Ki 's Preſtiice, «b . talk F bis om 
ren th lent ; ＋ ſecond and 
rd rowing more fuk with the 
Nine is 18 re· mentioned great Men, I hav 
frequently ridiculed their vain fear: of Death ; and 
a ccuſtomed them to it] ſo that in time the y began 
dio laugh at it themſelves, 17 1 hight the King (who 
is a very Jolly” Fellow) ed any of 
his Captains Jun at "But de ee wil ven 

ture to open his Lips bitt Subject. 

The Negroes live in a manner by oY making 
nd manner of Diſtinction of times. They have 
no Feſtivals, nor Diviſt ons of Hours, Days, Weeks 
Months or Years, but reckon their ſowing time 
by Moon int and very well know that every 
three Days there is a great Matket-Da; os 
They are fo W gy ick in their Merchat 
as Accompes that they — ly reckon as juſtiy 

and as quicl in their Heads alone, às we with the 
alter of Pen and Ink, though the Summ # 
mounts to ſeveral Thouſands; which makes it 1 
eaſie to Trade with them, and not half ſo. trouble 
ial to 2 Win ther * TO hls Wy 
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oy ſelf time to digeſt it; ſo I deſire you 
Mould pleaſe to take it in good part, let it fall 
bor it will: But if you deſire what I write to be 
thrown into an accurate Method, after you have 
received it you have it in your own Hands and 
Power. But for the preſent, I can give you no 
further Conſolation, than that the Glaſs is almoſt 


Menſtruous Women are eſteemed ſo unclean, 
that theyare not permitted Entrance into the King's, 
ic other great Mens Houſes, on leſs penalty than 
eath or perpetual Slavery. 

The Circumciſion of Infants, eſpecially the 
Males, 1s here 1 But if they be aſked 
whence this Cuſtom was dedu 

vith tir rer, that it was traditionally banded to them by 

L hav beir Anceſtors, and they at preſent neither know 
z ; aol the Reaſon nor Signification. | 

. have Juſt hinted that the Male-[ofants were 


arcumciſed ; in which you will perhaps think I 
n in the right, fince that Cuſtom is ſcarce practi- 
able in the other Sex: But I can aſſure you, Sir, 
that ſome Girls are here liable as well as the Boys. 


bon on that Head; and I refer the Ignorant to 

what Mr. Arnold van Overbeek ſaith concerning the 

thttentats at the C ape of good Hope. 1 | 
The Negroes differ very much from each other 


3 2 bur, five or fix, and others at eight or ten Years 
eren er Age 88 n 
1. Their Muſical Inftruments are much better than 
um a on the Gold Coaſt, and they are alſo much 
Mm, 4 So 

it very rodeſter in the uſe of them; for in time of Mourn- 
trouble Ins they never teize you with the noiſe of them. 
15. „„ 


beg you would not be ſurprized that J jumble 
my Matter confuſedly together, for not allowing 


In out, and this Letter is very near its Concluſion. 


ced, they readily an- 


You, a8 4 Phyſician, need make no farther Que- | 


in the Circumcifion of Children; ſome do it at 


354 n? A Dgeriprionef the LET xvnih er. 
Ihey are very great Gameſters, and willing 
ſtake all they are maſters of in the World at play 
and when Money and Goods are wanting, lik 

14 the Chmefe, they 8 5 firſt Wife and Children, an 
4 then Land and Body. | . 

Not to detain you any longer, I ſhall paſs H hich L 
their Muſical as well as Gaming Inſtrument of Fi 
and conclude this from him - who at all time Toad 


and in all places, is, Sir, Yours, c. 


pean 
Cloat, 
the Ja 
Barb, 
their 
cuted 
« 777 
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LETTER XX. 


| paſs H iel briefly treats concern ing the Government 


trument 
all ti le 


ET 


of Fida. Capital Crimes wery rare here. 


Puniſhment of Murther, and of vielating one 
of the King's Wives. Other Crimes charged 
with pecuniary MulFs only. The Oath or - 


Purgation, in what manner adminiſtred, 
The Age of the King; his Temper, his Cham. 
ber of Audience, Domeſtick Office, Revenue, 


and Receivers thereof. What Portion ac 
 erues to the King by the Sale of a Slave. 
His Revenue which ariſes from Fiſh, and his 


Cuſtoms how much on each Ship ; concern- 


ing the Captains. The Riches of this Prince 
At what charges he is obliged to live, and his 


great Expences. No Perſon permitted to ſee 
the King eat, or know where he lodgeth, ex- 
cept his Wives. Fs Preſents to the Euro- 
peans. He is adored as a Demi-God. His 
Cloaths, and Children, and the Nature of 


the latter. How he came to the Throne. 4 
Barbarows Cuſtom on occaſion of the Death of 


their Kings. The Kings Commands exe- 
cuted by his Wives. Whence a pleaſant Ad- 
venture ir related. The Religion and Super- 


ſtition of the Fidaſians. Their Multitude 


of Idols ; of which a Negroe gave a very di- 
verting Explication. Their Notion of the 
True God. Their Principal Deities : Firſt 
of the Snake ; to which great Offerings are 


Aa 2 made 
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=. mate chiefly. by the King. The Hose 
their chiefeſt God ; where ſcituate ; of wha 
' largeneſs, and how found out. Offerings fir. 


LET. 
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3 nrerly fent by the King to the Swake Houſe, ! 
, at preſent aboliſhed, and why. A large de- vbich I 
count of the Kings Revenue om accontWnuely 

= of thee Snakes Worſhip : Which Che, 4750 = 
5% known to be ſuch by the Negroes, yet fi dine 7 
= -rertain Reaſons they dare not oppoſe it. H 4 
wb injures the Snake condemned to th bakery 

Flames. The Tragical Fate of ſome Englili ds princ 

on that Account. Another which Jie King 
Gold Coaſt Negroe. Multitudes of Sali certain Pe 
i tbe Dwelling-places of the European ad requi 

© The Author paid for the imaginary Boardal*, un 

ef a Snake. Theſe Idolatrous Snakes do u den, +. + 

injurs Mankind. . The Negroes Cann lives rad. 

bear any diſcourſe againſt the Snake. Hillktactor as 

-*- they behave themſelves if by chance they l Here a 

pen to kill one of them. A pleaſant Abe eh Mur 

ture between 4 Hog and a Snake, which a ung s or 

©" the lives of ſome Hundreds of the forme Ae 

T The Trees are the ' ſecond-rate Gods of i . 33 
VNViativer of Fida. The Sea their third O rlich. 175 

On what occaſions the two laſt are boom deſerve 

with Oriaſont and Sacrifices. . Prieſts mW ſome 
Prieſteſſes in great eſteem. © The 575 aal ve or fix 

1 Gods Children. Tbeir great Authorilfify, Ihe tw 

bas the Fidaſians think of Diabolical WW” Murtt 

Fits, and Hell; in which Belief they le und 

been long fince confirmed. Diſoourſe led with 

mmixt a Fidaſian Captain, and ar Aug the Ma 
e e 


IX. 
ouſe of 


f what e | "EN 


F 


* 


I divided my Deſcrip- 


rc for TN my laſt dated | 
Houſe 3 | tion of Fida into three parts; of the firſt of 


which I therein treated at large, and the fecond. 


ede winch I the an 
namely their Government and R<ligion I ſhall dif. 


Account 


Cheat ch in this; but the firſt part of this Head a. 
xt | ing nothing very particular, I ſhall not detain 

] ong on it. „ 8 

it. H Fs Conde, for ſo far as it relates to' the 


to tCountry, or the War, is veſted in the King and 


EnglilMWtis principal great Men; but in Criminal Cafes 
the King aſſembles his Council compoſed of 
f SualeMcrrtain Perſons, opens the Indictment to them, 


nd requires each Perſon to declare his Sentiments © 
al: what Puniſhment the Criminal deferves. When 
„Ane Verdict pleaſes him, Execution is accordingl 
s 40 tons in purſuance to it; but if he diſlikes it, he ob- 

ann les the Council to retire, and puniſheth the Ma- 
kfaftor according to his Royal Will and Pleaſure. 

Here are very few Capital Crimes, which are 
ay Murthers and committing Adultery with the 
zieh al lings or his great Mens Wives: But the Mo 

$1 have already hinted, being very fearful of 

Death, are the moſt careful People in the World 
bow they incurr that Penalty. Notwithſtanding 
which, from time to time, ſeveral venture fo far as 
honour deſerve that Puniſhment ; of which I ſhall gire 
jou ſome Inſtances, that happened within theſe 


'OPEa * 


: call ive or ſix Years. | „55 „ c 

ol The two firſt are of two Blacks, both executed 

AS br Murther in the ſame manner, viz. they were 
r open alive, their Intrails taken out of their Bo- 


they be les and burned ; after which their Corps were 
purſe filed with Salt and fixed on a Stake in the middle 


if the Market-place, where I ſaw them in my 


„ 


_  tardy with one of the King's Wives, being caught 
wWuaas together with the Female Accomplice of his 


> 2 Field, where he was ſet as a Mark for ſeve. 
TA 

| Skill in darting the Aſagays at him; by which 

this inthe preſence of the Offending Lady, he was 


bound Hand and Foot: Then their Executionery 


which they by degrees laved ſome on the poo 
Criminals till it was half ut, upon which they poured 


Pit with Earth buried them alive. 


57 the King's Wives ; bat at laſt fearing a Diſcovery 


former was ſufficient to extort from him a diſcore 
rx of any more, ſo Sentence paſſed to burn hit 


The Naroe ſeeing the King's Wives, ſo. very ful 


bear laughing; thereby hinting that they we 
At preſent very diligent to furniſh Fuel far th 


ny a Night very agreeably; this he not only a 


A4 # Deſeription of the LET. X 
About four Years paſt a Negroe, who had been 


Crime, braught to the Place of Execution in the 


eat Men by way of Diverſion to ſhow their 


this poor Wretch was miſerably tormented. After 


bereft of his moſt Criminal Member, and aft 
being obliged to throw it into the Fire himſelf 
they were both put into a deep Pit, being firſt 


ſet a Pot of boiling Water upon the Fire; out of 


the remainder on them all at once, and filling the 


Two Years after this a young Man was taken 
that had ſhut 1 up in the King's Dwelling 
place in Womens Habit, and enjoyed ſeveral d 


they reſolved to take their F + 8 ; and not col 

tented with having cuckolded the: King, they d 
ſigned to make upa good Packof the King's Good 
which might ſubſiſt them in another Country; h 
they were catched attempting the latter part o 
their Enterpriſe, tho not all, but only the Mu. 
and one Woman; and no Torture inflicted on th 


with the Woman. 


ward to bring Wood to burn him, could not for 


Execution of him with whom they had paſſed in 


| prelled 


\ 
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ad been neſſed by his Laughter, but publickly ſuid: But 
caught, 7 not accuſe any of the guilty ; for which 

> of hi zeaſon theſe two only were puniſhed. who accom- : 


in the ied one another in Life and Death. 


or ſeve- Finn what I have ſaid you may obſerve, that x 


we theirſſthe King knows very well how to find out thoſe who 


7 which injure him; but in the Affair of doing Juſtice to 
„ After ethers he is fomewhat deaf. Xa = 
„ he wa The remaining Crimes of the Negroesare moſtly 
nd afterſcompounded by a pecuniary Mul& : Which the King 


without calling his Captains to his Aſſiſtance takes 
imſelf, except one of his Favourites, named Captain 


ofritout him he will not do any thing, though 
wen of the leaſt Importance. This Pe n 
ine, was, as we here call him, Captain B 


all entruſted. 


Hicbe's, as on the Gold Coaft ; or otherwite 
River, not far from the King's Court; to which is 


t; (contrary to the European manner of 


nithout any Damage; ſuppoſing withal that they 
Wave themſal a, 
if them being very expert, I never heard that this 


for which end a 


one I believe thisTryalis deſign 
The Vice-roys in their Governments generally 


s pay a certain Summ for their uſe. 


4 , 4 7 
* þ * 
* 
- 
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(ater, who 1s juſtly called the King s Soul; fnee 
erſon, in my | 
r the Captain to whom the European Affairs were 


If any Perſon here is geeuſed of any Crime and 
denies the Fact, he is obliged to clear himſelf by 
EB 


(which is here very common) he is brought to 2 


zided the ſtrange Quality of immediately drr. 
Ig all the Guilty Perfons which are thrown into 


Vitches ; ) but the Innocent come clear out of it 
ves by ſwimming : In which Art ai! 


River ever yet convicted any Perſon ; for they al! 
tome well out, paying a certain Summ to the 8 — 


If ˙ĩ » 


follow the fame Rule, and condemn the Malefactors = "of 
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Haring little more to ſay concerning their ich is « 
Sovernment, I ſhall now apply my ſelf to the nner. 

- King's Houſhold and Stat. | ] do are 2 

= The preſent King 18 Aged ſome Years above fif- ten; an 

ty, but as vigorous and ſpriteiy as a Man of fiveytich is 

and thirty: He is the moſt Civil and Generous: In this 

 NNegroe that I have obſerved among the Black- Kind roch as 

and is never better pleaſed than when we defire ai his gre 
Flavour of him. It would be very eaſie to obtain lf, whit 
Whatever we aſked of him, if a parcel of raſcaly ene they 

Flatterers did not continually buzz Leſſons of being alle 

1 good Huſbandry in his Ears, not really out offs they p: 
KX Kindneſs to him, but only in order to draw tu The re 
=— themſelves what by their frugal Advice they pre- mins in | 
1 vent his beſtowing on others: And I have obſer: Mhjverſion 
ved that he daily more and more hearkens to theſe ben he 5 
ſeort of People; for inſtead of being kind to us he be inform 
is now ſo Obſtinateand Humourſome in his trading 
withus, that we ſcarce know how to deal withhim: 
PFeor as at firſt he left it to us what to offer, now oni 
the contrary he will have every thing his own way; 
he will have the choiceſt and 1 55 part of our 


Mlerchandiſes in exchange for his Slaves, which 
klalls very heavy on the Merchant; for beſidesthat 
he is obliged to give him one third, fourth or fiſth 
at leaſt extraordinary for every Slave; the belt 
= _ Goods being difpoſed of, the remainder are not 
to be put off but to diſadvantage : Whereas if the 
King would be a little reaſonable, as he was the firſt 
and ſecond time I was there, we could eaſily di- Looſings. 
* "pole. of the whole Cargo, 8 

This King's Train is fo very mean, that it i 
fſcarce worth mentioning, he being attended by 

none but his Wives only 


Once, or at moſt, twice every Year, he go be ether 
abroad, when he appears in a ſort of ſplendid Revert the ] 
' _ . finue, more eſpecially accompanied with his Wives beaded; 
who amounts to aboye one Thouſand ; 4 uſe the) 
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ET. XIX. Slave Coaft of Guine. 36 © 
nich is dreſſed in the richeſt and moſt ſplendid  ' if 
to the ¶ mnner. At this time all his moſt beautiful Wives (» 
bo are always cloſely enough ſhut up, may be 

ove ff. en; and with them a rich Treaſure of Coral. 
of five Myhich is worth even more than Gol. 
enerous In this Progreſs he is not accompanied with ſo _ 
nuch as one Man; but he before-hand advertiſes 
defire a Mil his great Men where he intends to divert him- 

obtain elf, whither they go to wait for him, flill taking”. 
raſcallyMeare they keep far enough off of his Wives, as 
Ions af being allowed no greater Favour than to ſee them 
out of s they paſs by. fe ain + 8 ä 
raw to The remaining part of the Year the King ro- 

ey pre. mins in his Houſe, indulging himſelf in no other 
Diverſions than what his Wives afford him, excepft 
when he goes to the Joes Audience in order to | 
e informed by his Captains if any thing hath hap- + 
xzned, or to 1mpart his Commands to them. 
Which being done, he goes to the place of Au- 
lence appointed for the Europeans, to diſcourſe . 


to theſe 
to us he 
trading 
th him: 
now on 


n wa vith them concerning Commerce. Where, when 

of ou be and I had no other Buſineſs, I have ſpent maß ] 
whuchMWDays in one fort of Game or other (to all which _.- 

desthatMccording to the Genius of that Nation he is 

or fithMirangly addicted) we playing for an Ox, Hog, 

the belli deep, Cc. but never for Goods or Money; and! 

ue had always that Advantage of him, that if I won 

as ift = 


be immedi tely ſent home my Winnings : but on - 


the firllthe contrary if Iloſt he did not defire to receive my : 
ily di Looſingas. e e nn a, 


In this place of Audience, there are two Foot- 


at it i benches, one broad covered with a Cloath, and iY 
ded byMprovided with an Oval Stool, according to tze _ Þ 
luſtom of the Country; this is for the King, and 


tie other covered with Mats for the Europeans to ſit 
text the King and converſe with him, always bare: 
leaded; nat that they are ordered to do fo, but « | 
fuſe they always find that he 1s pleaſed AE 
5 ” „ hen- 


he goes 
did Re 
3 Waves, 
each C 

which 


' State of the Kingdom; 
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A Deſcription of i LET. IN 
eſcription of the LET. XIx 


Whenever we enter this place of Audience, we 


are deſired to lay by our Swords, becauſe the King 
: 0 not like that any ſhould appear armed before 
It is diverting enough to ſpend a whole Day with 
the King here; for beſides that he is wh good 
Company, he is continually entertaining you 
with the beft that he has to eat and drink. 
No Perſon is ſuffered to drink out of the ſame 


Glass or Cup with the King, but he hath always 


one kept particularly for himſelf ; and that which 


© hath but once touched anothers Lips he never uſe 


more, though it be made of Metal that may be 


_ cleanſed by Fir. | on, 
When any of the Europeans eat in his Prelance 


By (which he is very fond of) the Table is indifferent 


Jy regularly furniſhed and ſerved. All his great 


Men or Nobles lye proftrate on the Earth a-round 


s long as he is preſent, without daring to tile: 


Aud what the Europeans leave at their Table is be. 
ſtowed upon them, which they very greadu'y eat, 
whether they like it or no; and though they have 
ten times better at home z and wick it not to if. 
front the King's Diet, would not touch it. 

| The Poſts or Offices which this King beſtows are 
of three ſorts: Firſt, the Viceroys, here called 
| Phidalgoes or Governadors, which compoſe the firſt 
theſe inthe King's abſenco 
and in their Vice-royalties, cammand as Arbitrar- 
Iy and keep up as great State as the Kin 
The ſecond are his Chief-Captains, here called 
Grand- Captains, though moft of them are withal 
Vice · roys over ſome Country or other. 
The third are the common Captains; of which 


there are a great number; and each of theſe hath a 


particular Character: He to whom the care of the 
' Market is entruſted, is Captain of the Market; by 
the 

1 


the ſame rule another is Captain of 


o largely 
one fourt] 

There : 
over the 8 


8 paid ir 
teceives 
thſtand 
heated, 


etch the: 


inſeaſons 


nd on at 


er. XIX. Steve of (ag Ouinen. 


nich Poſts in proportion every Perſon is obliged 
pr the King a good ue Money, though 
he hath always the Honour of beſtowing it only 
at of his eſpecial Favour. F gs”, 


gove one Thouſand Collectors, who diſperſe 
themſelves throughout the whole Land, in all Mar- 
let roads and Paſſages, in order te gather the 


ff King's Toll, which amounts to an incredible 8xumm 
s great Wor there is nothing ſo mean ſold in the whole + 
round Mkingdom, that the King hath not Toll for it: Which 1 
to riſe: indeed, if all honeſtly paid to him, would make 
is be- um very rich; but the Gentlemen Collectors 
ly eat, b largely fleece it, that the King ſcarce receives 
y have one fourth part of the whole. I LR 

M0 There are three principal Collectors appointed © 


orer the Slave Trade; each of which is to receive 
that is traded for: But theſe Gentlemen, like the 
but with reſpect to the Slaves which are fold for 
bofes (the Money of this Country) ſomewhat 
tceves three Rix-dollars for every Slave: Not- 
Icheated, yet ſome of his Subjects are ſo fly as to 


ktch their Money for their Slaves by Night, or at 
et ; byiuſeaſonable times, and conſequently cheat him: 


nthſtanding which care, though he is the leaft 


— 


This King's Revenue, in proportion to his Coun- 
ty, is very large; of which, I believe, he hamm 


1 Rix-dollar for the King's Toll, for every Slave 


eſt, agree under hand with thoſe who ſell the 
lives ; ſo that the, Fing receives nothing of it: 


ves, end on account that we have continual occaſion to 


EY N 362 N 
hird of the Tronks or Priſons, another of the | 
Goar. In ſhort, for every Affair that can be 
bought of, the King hath appointed a Captain O. 


Beſides which there are a great number of Hon. 
ary Captains without any Offices; for each of all | 


ktter care is taken, for the Summ contracted fer 
paid in the King's Preſence ; out of which ne 


| A * make uſe of them we cannot deny them their Me 
ee 
would be very well ſatisfied if he could but ge 
> + There are two very fine large Rivers at Fida 


Hs not cheated. , he wonld have a vaſt Income, andhe 
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-ney+ when-ever they demand it. ES TIE 
of all the Fines and Tolls in hi ich ſeen 
Vice-royalties . accrues to him; but I believe hl t 


one fourth. | 
one of which runs by the two Popo's, the other by 
Jain They are fo plentifully ſtored with Fiſh 
that the King's Toll out of each of them is worth 
one hundred Slaves, which yet 1s not above h; 
what the Collectors receive. „ 
Jo the foregoing Revenues of the King nuy 
be added that from each Ship which comes here io 
trade, reckoning one with another, either by Tall 
his own Trade or Cuſtom, which comes to about 
400 Pounds Srerling; and ſometimes fifty Ships 
come hither in a Year, though at other times not 
above half ſo. many: In ſhort, if the King were 


a potent Prince, conkdered as one of this Country 
EKings; but compared with the Oriental or other wugn to 
Kings, he makes indeed but a wretched Figure: Befides 
But it goes here as all the World over, each Officer Charge is 
ſteals no more than he can, and the Offices ſeemWh;:fnes t 
only to turn to the Advantage of the Poſſeſſom nd they 
e the Givers being much the better for them. Their 
But how great ſoever the King's Revenue may be beep, H 
he hath occaſion enough for it; for beſides the 5 ten, toge 
of Pypo, and to Subject Ora; &. 
Beſides theſe, I ſay, and the neceſſary The H 
of his Houſhold, together with the rich Offerings vell trea 
he is obliged to make to his Idol-Gods, he i er than 
daily obliged to keep four Thouſand Men, and dem a 0 
to provide them with Meat and Drink; and the Ships ha 


hai doth not eſteem his Subjects more than his Slaves, Mel our > 


yet when he employs them he is obliged ta, pay 
| — A enough. i KY . f 8 Hs 
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$10 his 
leve he 


but ge 


t Ada; 
ther by 
h Fiſh, 
S worth 


We Ns 


| may 
ere to 
y Tall, 


o about 


y Ships 


mes not 


4 : A 5 
3 


9 


ich ſeems tome formerly deſigned to create an i- 
weination in the Subjects, that their Kings were 


42nd adored as Gods, and that (or did not, like 
uber Men, want the common Supp 

nd P though the King doth the laſt before 
Aker the former” Reaſon, . and one more which T 


lings Lodging-place. I once very. innocently 


aſked his greateſt Minion, Carter, where the King 
by at Night ? but he anſwered this Queſtion with 


mother, which was, where doth God lodge? juſt 


much, is it poſſible for us to know the Kings 


ed · chamber... 


This I am apt to thinkis done to preſervea deep - _ 5 


Reſpect amongſt the People; and that upon a fu 
men fe o be Enemies, they ſhould not imme- 


yugh to ſave himſelf by Flight. 
Befides the above mentioned Expences, the Kings 
Charge is very much augmented by his continual 
Preſents to the Europeans; which if he likes them, 
md they receive them thankfully, are conſiderable. 


ten, together with Bread, Fruit, Beer, and what 
thereto appertains, and all this in larger Quantities 
tian their People really want. By 


yell treated here, for the King provided them bet- 
them a double Portion; but ſince the Captains of 


„ 


. 


ed our Nation is i treated by the 


Cs 
if 


Mewhat more than Men, and were to be reſpe&- - 


Fall mention, no Perſon is permitted to know the 


Their Tables are daily furniſhed by him win 
Sheep, Hogs, Fowl, Beef, or what elſe can be got- 


tely find the King, but that he may get time e-. 


— 


The Holarders were in my time extraordinary = 
tr than all other Nations, and frequently ſent 


Ships have managed the Trade here, Lam inform- 
ing with ver 


. XIX. Slave Coot of Guinea, = 30, 
His principal great Men eat with him daily, 
n leaſt in his Preſence, for no Man is permitted 
ſee him eat, nor any Woman beſides his Wives; 
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| 4 Deſrpion of the LET. In 


7 Ships are it, 1 blame ; for they ben utter 
I y ignorant of the Manners of the Nople don 
Enow how to treat them with that Decency whic 
they require; and the Natives here being very Ju 


dicious, have doubtleſs leſſened their former e eſtes, WMipeat 


for them: Upon which Ground I dare prophet 
| cally averr, that they will certainly ruine thi 
Slave Trade here and fo manage it that every Bod 
ſhall be obliged to pay dearer for Slaves thanuſh 
ally. But having touched on this Subject in the; 
venth Letter, Tfhall quit it at preſent; as alſo tha 


I may not anger the Sailors, who fancy they un 


_ derftand the Slave Trade as well as we our ſelves: 
But fince I have fo often mentioned that Com 
merce, I hall defcribe how. it is managed hz 
our Factors here. 

The firſt buſi ineſs of one of i our ir Factors when hi 


op comes to Fida, is to fatisfie the Cuſtoms of the King 


© and the great Men, which amount to about 1 
Pounds in Cate value, as the Goods muſt yielc 


there. After which we have free Licence to Trade | 


which is publiſhed throughout the vhole Land by 
| NR 

ſite epi ted we can deal Wich any Perſin 
weareobliged to buy the King's whole ſtock of Slave 
' ata ſet price; which is commonly one third or on 
fourth higher "than ordinary: After which wel 
tai free leave to deal with all his Sub jects of what 


7 Rank foever. But if there happen to no ſtock on 


the Factor muſt then refolve to run thi 
"Rims of truſting theInhabitants with Goodsto the 
value of one or two hundred Slaves; which Com 


mo dities they ſend into the In- land Country, inW* 
erder to buy with them Slaves at all Markets, ande) 


that Parr Bw two hundred Miles deep in ti 
_— For you ought to be informed that Mar 


15 Colts kept in the ſame m 


. ee e 28 Ny 


pr. 0X. dg Co of Guns, 


2 Utter rents here ſell their Ch 
{deceive themſelves ; for this never happens on 

| neat Crime: But moſt of the Slaves that are offer» * 
ied tous are Priſoners of War, which are fold by 


& Victors as their Booty. | | © 
When theſe Slaves come to Fida, they are put 


an of Mn Priſon all together, and when we treat concern- 
1 the Mine buying them, they are all brought out together 
116 th, Mb: large Plain; where, by our Chirurgeons, whoſe 
hey un irwrince it is, they are throughly examined, even 
- {elvs the ſmalleſt Member, and that naked too both 


it Com len and Women, without the leaſt Diſtinction 


Modeſty. Thoſe which are approved as good 
N xe ſet on one ſide; and the lame or faulty Ron 
when Hr as Iruslides, which are here called Mackrons. 
he Kin beſe are ſuch as are above five and thirty Leas 
out 10 , or are maimed in the Arms, Legs, Hands or 
ſt yiel feet, have loſt a Tooth, are grey-haired, or have 
ö Trade las over their Eyes; as well as all thoſe which 
and Dr affected with any Veneral Diſtemper, or with 
Perf The hwalides and the Maimed being thrown out, 
Slave L have told you, the remainder are numbred, 
dorch nl it is entred who delivered them. In the mean 
\ weobl ile a burning Iron, with the Arms or Name of 
ff hat e Companies, lyes in the Fire; with which 
ſtock om are marked on the Breaſt. _ 
run th This is done that we may diſtinguiſn them from 
18 0 t Slaves of the Engliſh, French: or others; (whick 
try, ine Negroes exchanging them for worſe; at whick 
ts, and”) bnrca add] Halt YO ono ot ne 
in the doubt not but this Trade ſeems very barbarous 
at Ma you, but fince it is followed by meer neceſſity 
mner u muſt go en; but we yet take * A 


Not a few in ont Grate fondly imagine that Ml 
Idren, Men their Wives 
d one Brother the other: But thoſe who thinx 


ay other account but that of Neceſſity, or ſome 
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= that they are not burned too hard, eſpecially l 8 
—_—_ . are more tender than the Nen. Shs 
3 We are ſeldom long detained in the buying g i their © 
theſe Slaves, becauſe their price is eſtabliſhed,' M d int 
Women being one fourth or fifth part cheaper f dhe M 
the Men. The Diſputes which we generally ba 4. 
with the Owners of theſe Slaves are, that we will is poſſi 
not give them ſuch Goods as they aſk for them, e pe ar 
pecially the Bogſes (as I have told you, the Mone el of 
of this Country ;) of which the are very fond. try, 
| - though we generally make a Diviſion on this Healer that \ 
mm order to make one fort of Goods help off a then; 
bother, becauſe thoſe Slaves which are paid for i when v 
Boss coſt the Company one half more than tha any of 
bought with other Goods. The Price of a Slave nd bring 
commonly ny from 
When we have agreed with the Owners of Heel a. ſn 
Slaves, they are returned to their Priſon; whe bemſelves 
from that time forwar ds they are kept at our char Lhave t 
coſt us two pence a day a Slave ; which ſerves i time 1 
ſubſiſt them, like our Criminals, on Bread and WW, ſuſpe 
ter : So that to ſave Charges we {: nd them on Boa wihed by 
our Ships with the very firſt Opportunity; before: th, 
- which their Maſters {trip them ef all: they have er hic 
their Backs; ſo chat they come Aboard ſtark-nakeſſſ ut the 
| as well Women as Men: In'which condition the Mp, and t 
are obliged to continue, if the Maſter of the Sp kr. who h 
; not fo Charitable (which he commonly is) as to Bl 
==: -- tow ſomething-on them to cover their NakedndiWy. Slave 
_  . - You would really wonder ta ſee how theſe Sa the Shi 


br ; wit 

al Fette. 
Ws they e 
ln; ſom 
d would 
ach and 
appened t& 
ga Diſtr 
der on B 


mute on Board; for though their number ſometim 
amqmcunts to ſix or ſeven Hundred, yet by the ca 
ful Management of our Maſters of Ships, they at 
fo regulated that it ſeems incredible: And in ti 
particular our Nation exceeds all other Earopeas 

for as the French, Portugueſe and Ergl;fþ Slave-Ship 
are always foul and ſtinking; on the contrary oul 
are for the moſt part clean and ueat. 
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Er. MX. Stave Coaft of Guinea. 
The Slaves are fed three times a Day withindif- 


. 


heir own Country. Their Lodging-place is di- 


Lis poſſible for them to be crouded, 


harcel of Slaves, which, come from a far In- land 
Country, who very innocently 75 one ano- 
ler that we buy them only to fatten and afterwards 
at them as. a licacy. FFF 


1an tho ny of this ſort, they reſolve and agree together 
ind bring over the reſt to their Party) to run a- 
ny from the Ship, kill the Europeans, and ſet the 
eilel a- ſnore; by wich means they deſign. to free 
emſelves from being our Food +. 
WT 1 have twice met with this Misfortune ; and the 
it time proved very unlucky to me, I not in the 
Wihed by the Maſter of the Ship and my ſelf, by 
auſing the Abettor to be ſhot through the Head, 
lter which all was quiet. VVV 
zut the ſecond time it fell heavier on another 
s, and that chiefly by the careleſſneſs of the Ma- 
kr. who having fiſhed up the Anchor of a depart- 
= E276 Ship, had laid it in the Hold where the 
Ale Slaves were lodged ; who, unknown to any 
an the Ships Crew, pofſeſſe 
wich which, in a ſhort time, they broke all 


len; ſome of whom they grievouſly wounded, 


appened to Iye by us; who perceiving by our fl. 
Na Diſtreſfsl- Gun that ſomething was in diſ- 
der on Board, immediately came to our afhit> 


ent good Victuals, and much better than they eat 1 
ed into two parts; one of which is appointed 
che Men the other for the Women; — Sex” 
king kept a- part: Here they ye as cloſe together 


We are fometimes ſufficiently plagued with a 


[When we are {o unhappy as to be. peſtered with | 


alt ſuſpecting it; but the Up-roar was timely |. 


ed themſelves of a Ham- 


r Fetters in pieces upon the Anchor: after 
lis they came above Deck and fell upon our 


id would certainly have maſtered the Ship, if a 
rach and Emgliſþ Ship had not very fortunately 
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_ | was appeaſed about twenty of them were killed 


__ - Fopeans are very mean and inconvenient, = 


A Deſeription of th, LET wy 
ance with Chalops and Men, and drove the Slay, 
under Deck: *Notwithflanding: which dein 


The Portugueſe have been more unlucky in tþ 
Particular than we; for in four Years time the 
loſt four Ships in this manne. 
Thus believing I have ſufficiently digreſſed col 
cerning the Slave Trade, I ſhall return to my dul 
ject, which was the King of Fd. 
Who, I am obliged to tell you, is feared and n 
verenced by his Subjects as a Demi-God; No 
of his Subjects, of what Degree ſoever, as 50 
have been already told, appears in his Preſend 
_ otherwiſe than kneeling or proſtrate on his Belly 
When they go to falute him in the Morning, the 
_ proſtrate themſelves before the Door of his Hou k 
_ kiſs the Earth three times fgcceſſively, and claſh 
ping their Hands, whiſper ſome Words tendin 
to the Adoration of the King. This done, the 
crawl in on all Four, where they repeat the fan 
Poo TT Tn” 
His Preſence is ſo awful to them, that with 
ſingle Word he makes them to tremble; but as ſoo 
as his Back is turned they immediately forget thei 
Fear, not much regarding his Commands, and alway 
_ knowing how to appeaſe aud delude him with 
NN %% 7 CS han” 1 
The King is very magnificently Cloathed inSilk 
or Gold and Silver Stuffs; but he is more eſp: 
ally dreſſed better than my when he goes i 
viſe any of the Enropeans ; which he can eaſi 
do unſeen of any, all their Dwellings being bull 
round his Court, if it may be ſo called. 
Our Lodging here, which the King cauſed to! 
built for me, is very large, containing three Wart 
| houſes and ſeven Chambers, beſides a beautulu 
Court within adorned on each ſide with a covere 
Gallery. But the Lodgings of the reſt of the £1 
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gr. XIX. Siebe Cooft of Guinea. 


time the who is the moſt beautiful Mæroe I ever yet ſaw 
| my Life; but e fo. agreeable 2 Bo- 
V ſhould be inhabited by 

el. Purſuant to his Birth-right he is Heir ap- 


it and perverſs Nature, that it is to be hoped 
er Ver much. X „ e , 
He hath his Emiſſaries in all Quarters to fteat 
u more, he doth not excuſe even the King his Father. 


2nd clanfMyhich take their flight only by Night; for he never 
tendin 
ne, the 
the ſam 


feral times had the Honour to be viſited by him, 


i time is owing to his Haughty Temper, which 
it with ll not allow hin todhew Mel to the Commo- 


it as ſoo 
Ret thei 

Sl 
1 with 


LinSilk 
> eſpeci 
goes ti 
n eaſi 


ng vIN 
ad tot 
e Wars 
eautuy 
Covere( 


the Kr 
8 Th | 


heneceſſity-of appearing in his Father's Preſence. 


it very aa in eſpouſing the Party of the 
before King 08, rhovgh/abe Brothe 
ffelent King; who, though the younger er 
ſet. I of his Natural Goodneſs, was fix 


(Bb 2) 
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ſuch a villanous 


He is exactly of the ſame Nature wit the Owls, . 
bes out of his Houſe till the Evening, when I have 


ulty; and the other is ſeveral times to avoid 


The King's ſecond Son is very like his Father; 
whom he is not Inferiour in all manner of Ci- 
ty: Wherefore the great Men make their “j, 
him; and for this Reaſon I doubt not but after 
'Y King's Deceaſe, this Realm will be engaged * 
bh a Civil War; for the greateſt number will 
ndeavour to place the youngeſt Son on the Throne; 
mich the eldeſt aſſiſted with Foreign Domeſtick 
Force, will as vigorouſly oppoſe. And if at that 
lime the Europeans happen to be able, they will 


other, as they did in the caſe of he 


All which are erde ie elf pecially theeld- : 


ent to the Cron; but he is of ſuch a fraudu- 
ene 


. ” 

8 3 5 
S 

* 1 


bm the Exropeans as well as Blacks; and what is 


| One Reaſon: why he doth not go abroad in the 


— - 


by force on the Throne by the Dutch, 9 . I 


8 
E 
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8 „ 
The King's Children, beſides the ſmall ones yet rt 
qt within Doors, are four, vx. three Sons and 
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IF 


which is the principal Reaſon that he at preſe 


this Nation on occaſion. of the King's Death 
Perſon falls a ſtealing to as great à value of h 


. — ye a9 openly 1n the Face of the whole We Worl 
without ——— — 28 thi 
the Death of the King put an RR 0 ee 


. long in 1 3. for the elde 
than he immediately makes has Intereſt among 


that after that he ſhall be driven from — Throne 
his Father David. 


cher s Party ate always Lenough that he 18 
near at Hand in —— to take poſſeſſion of the Court 
Tou cannot ukiphcty of th L have infermec 
254 of the ts ages 


© _ 4 Derighion es 157 II 7 
Portngueſe, his elder Brother being b 
mate _— oat and baniſhed the OV th 


is fo ſenſibly inclined. to favour the Entopeaxs. 
I cannot ay =: omit the pernicious Cuſtom 


which is no ſooner publickty.. known than eveg 
Neighbour's Goods as he can poſſibly come 


ol Reaſon and Juſtice. 8 
This Robbery i 5 continmed, ane 


* 
„And if the Chief ns cannot. agree 
the Eftabliſhment- of a new King ax Notwith 
E. to prevent the continuance of this Dil 
ales, tell the People that they he ave Thelen @ nel 
King, and in his Name ih 


Proclamation. 
The chooſing; or 8 


ae 
Son no ſooner bears of tie King's Deatt 


his Friends, te take Poſſeſſion of the bi 
— *. and Wives and ſucceeding happil 
Particulars, he need not doubt the rema! 

þ ov for the Commonalty will nat eaſily confent 


This ems ſomewhat like aber. Deſign a 
'To accompliſh, this Deſi n, the younger Bro 


the King 8 Wives; , 
Who 


We. : - 
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— ————— AEREY= n — enact 


1 ET. xIx. diss of ef Guia 5 


zgainſt Offenders : Which is only done by 


of the MalefaQor, to ſtrip his Houſe 
and lay it level with the Ground; 7 5 all Perſons 


Commands without the leaſt interruption. 


what ſo 


_— time did me conſiderable Servi 
e iled that he was accuſed 
of a certain Crime to the ag. g, and that Orders 
were iſſued out - accordingly to plunder and de- 
moliſn his Houſe ; his {rr 9 

himſelf te the King, an 
inſtead. of flyi 


who ſoon after came, and contrary to their Expect 


8 wy 


with beide Lmprecations, threatned to fire and 


rarer him. They were fo far from liking this, 


tie beſt. of — way back to the 

* with their ill Suoceſs: But t 
O expeditious but that the Noe was too 

br them: and ſo handſomely acquitted hi | 

x Bro de King, and brought ſuch — Pac of his In. 

t he 1s — "that his Sovereign declared him innocent; 


oy were nod 


45 bt 


being 3 on pain of Death to touch the 
King's Wives, they are enabled to execute his 


too ſhott to clear 
being innocent, he reſolveet 
our ce to gr according to Cu · 
tantoremainetHomennd exped the King's Wives | 


blow up himſelf wich themin the Air if they came 


bat diſmally uffrighted at his Threats, they made 
„ togcquaint | 


_ | 


ad; thus by a dextrous. management and preſence 
4 Mind he TY gere * minent Dur 7 


1 * 
5 But 
- 


oho are ſometimes made uſe of by him aa 
| Executioners of the Sentences he pronoundes 


ling three or four hundred of them. to the 3 
| Hebitation | 


Juſt before my Arrival at Fida, there hapned ſome I 
* that I cannot help imparting it to 
Degree of my $6 quaintance, and who i in 


aion found him at Home; upon which they com- 1 
e and not inter. 
their Orders: But znfteed 


bee laced a Heap of 2000 
Gun- okra B zwith which he, 


OP ly have 


5 . 
3 
1 
' 4 
” 
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But enou on this Subject, which 1 might a 


Fidaftans. - 
I have already informed you that the Sen 
Crimen committed at Fida are general] *. 

ſated by Money; and what Sales will nt con. 
vince you that their Ar ſeems only founded 
on the ſame Principle, Biteref. 
Their Religion 1s Superſtitious to 2 greater de. 
- Bree than any I ever yet heard of in the World: 
For allowing the Ancient Heathens to value them- 
ſelves on thirty Thouſand Deities, I dare yet averr, 
that thoſe of Fide may Tally lay claim to four 
ti mes that number. 

I once aſked a Negros, with whom I could talk 
very freely, and whom Thad alſo a good Opinion 
of (being the ſame who had the Adventure with 

the King's Wives, already related :)' I aſked him, 
I ay, how they celebrated their Divine Worſhip, 
and what number of Gods they had? . Helaughing, 
anſwered, That I had — ti him; and aſſured 
me that no Body in the whole Coun ry could: give 
me an exact Account of it: For, ab for my own 
part (continues he) I have à very large number of 
Gods, and doubt not but othert have as many. 
And Itelling him that only three Gods were owned 
to me hy the Inhabitants, and deſiring him withal to 
ire me ſome account of the reſt: He obliged me 


with the 3 Anſwer, That the Number uf 


their was endleſs and innumerable: For 
| wag he) any of us being reſolved to- undertake 
thing » 5 e, we firſt of all hee 
prov a aur defigned Undertaking 
and go Doals with this Deſign, 
the Et 4 der Ie that preſents it ſelf to our: Eye 
whether Dog, Cat or the moſt contemptible 
Animal in the World, for our God; or per 


hs inſtead of that any — that falls 1 5 


8 — 
* 


ed over in Silence: It is now time to 
come to my promiſed Subject, the Religion of the 


laventers 

This L 
nor were 
theſe Not 
preſune t 

I was v 
n this 1 
But hava! 
obſerved 1 


for having 
whoſe L. 


ſhake, he 
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LET. XIX. Slave Coaſt of Guine. 
wr way, whether a Stone, a piece of Wood, or 
wy thing elſe of the ſame Nature. This new 
toſen God is immediately preſented with an Of. 
ning; which is accompanied with a Solemn Vow, 
tat if he pleaſeth to proſper our Undertakings, 
br the future we will always worſhip and e- 
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ſeem him 48 Aa God. If our Deſign prove ſuc- 4 


ful, we have diſcovered a new and aſſiſting God; 


7 


which is daily preſented with freſh Offerings: 


hut if the contraty happen, the new-God is re- 
added as an uſeleſs Tool, and conſequently returns 


o his Primitive Eſtate: He went on in theſe 


flowing Words, we make and break our Gods 
ly, and conſequentially are the Maſters and 
hrenters of what we Sacrifice to 

This Divine Service is not new in the World, 


W nor were the firſt Men ſtrangers to it. But how 
is what I dare not 


theſe Notions reached Fida 


preſurne to determine. So far the Mæroe. 


I vas very well pleaſed to hear this Negroe talk 


n this manner concerning his Country Gods: 


hut having converſed with him for ſome time, 1 
obſerved that he ridiculed his own Country Gods; 


fir having in his Youth lived amongſt the French, 


whoſe Language he perfectly underſtood, and 
ſhake, he had amongſt them imbibed the Princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian Religion, and ſomewhat to- 
wards a juſt Notion of the True God, and how 
e is to be Worſhipped; to whom, and not to his 


Country Gods, he aſcribed the Creation of all 


Things : Wherefore he no farther concerned him- 


kf with the Gods of his Country, than as engaged 
bit for quietneſs ſake, ar to make his Friends ea 
ſe; to whom he durſt not reveal his. Opinion, 


karing (what would certainly have happened) the 


alling into ſome dangerous Circu 


irong as his Faith was, it was not arrived to that 


ces; foras 


Pitch as to oblige him to ſuffer. Loſs of Goods on 


hat account: So that we may quſtly cry MM 5 


hom weak was his Faith ! 
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Firſt, a certain fort of Snakes, Who poſſeſs the chief 
Rank amongft their Gods. Hpw woukd' our Conn 
© divert Mmfelf with the contrary Opinions of the 
on the contrary eſteem himtheir Supreme Bliſsaud 
Trees; in the Formation of which Dame-Nature 


to the other is the Sea. Theſe three: mentioned are 


of theſe, according to their ridiculons Perſwaſion, | 
__ hath its particular Province, like the Officers of a N id he) / 


 withwhat is gtrifiedito the Sb; which on ih 


alle or lazy. 85 


1 * 


I., is certain that his Country-Men have a fun They In 
Ades of the True God, and aſcribe to him 3 — je Barren 
bates of Almighty, and Omnipreſent; they belies Wit Cove 

he created the Univerſe, and therefore vaſily pre en 
ferr him before their Idol Gods: But Ps they MD. 1 
not pray to him, or offer any Sacrifices to fim r nee, 
for which they give the following Reaſons. Gd *** ir 
fay they, is too high exalted above us, and toe nde 70 

| greatto condeſcend © mach as to trouble dumfelf g 
or think of Mankind: Wherefore he commits thi % Ps 
Government of the World to their Idols; to whom ry B 
as the ſecond, third and fourth Perſons diſtant ins ve 
degree from God, and our appointed lawful G0. WD. nd 
vernours, we are obliged to apply our felves. And a i 
 infirmBelief of this Opinion they quietly continue. bee c 
Their Principal Gods, which are owned for fuch lune, ſo 


ont” the whole Conntry, are of three forts. 


ery-man, Becker, Author of the Forld Bewitched, 
em. 
This 1 hat 
ding hin 
de to ask 
ge very fr 
nuch larger 
n order to 
Ficeroys (u 
telbin the 1 
tar, to ſe 
ſbar he di. 
lis Jear; 
Nl Har ve 


Sons of Alam? For as we take the Serpent forthe 
Fatal Deftroyer of Human-Race ; ſo theſe of Fids 


greateſtGood. But this by way of Parentheſis only, 
Their Second-rate Gods are fome lofty high 


ems to have expreſſed her greateſt Art. 
The third and meaneſt Gd or Younger Brother 


the publick Deities wich are worſhipped and pray 
ed S whole Sunne : And each 


ih part of 1 
| Smilir 
ded anot 


King or Prince; with this difference only, that 
the Sea and Trees are not permitted to intermeddle 


contrary hath an influencing Power over both the 
other, in order to correct them when they 10 
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22 * 
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| Slay 


ik 


| They In 
ic Barren Seaſons; on all occaſions.relating to 
leit Government and the Preſervation. of their 

fattel, or rather. in one Word, in all Neceſſities 


5 in heir NEW Batch of l,, in bed ole f 
; And for this reaſon very great Offerings. are 


nade to it, | eſpecially from the | King, who on - 
breral Occaſions, by iuſtigation of the Prieſts; 
nd. the great. Men his Creatures and the Prieſi's 
Tools, ſends very rich Offerings to the Snake- : 


neſts ſweep all the mentioned Offerings to them- 
Bs and. doubtleſs make themſelves very Mer- 
With them. | OY r 
"Theſe Offerings are commonly comprized of 
lone y, ſome Pieces of Silk or Stuff, all ſorts of, 
krepean and African Commodities, all ſorts of 
del, and good Eatables and Drinks: All 
nich are ſo frequently exaQed from the 
lag, that he ſometimes grows tired and refuſeth 
This I had once au Opportunity of obſerving: For; 
ding him very much enraged, I made no ſcru- 
ile to ask him, What had ſo much diſpleaſed him > 
terery freely told me, That char Tear be bad ſent 
mc larger Offerings to the Snake- Hoxſe than uſual, 
porder to obtain a good Crop; and that one of his: 
ſceroys (whom he ſhewed me) bad deſired him @- 
bin the Name of the Prieſts, who threat ned a Barren 
ſear, to ſend yet more. To which he anſwered, 
That he- did not intend to make any farther Offerings 
lis Tear; and if the Snake would not beſtow 4 pien- 
bud Harveſt on them, he might let it alone. fur 
(lid he) 1 cannot he more damaged thereby, the grea- 
part of my Corn being already Rotten in the Held. 


Wed another Preſent, if he could have hopedfor: 
+ EB no bs 


Ld 


voke the Snake in exceſſive. Wet, Dry, 


le. But I am of Opinion, that theſe Roguiſh 


Smiling obſerved, That the King would have: _ 


bY my 


: any Advantage by it; but to make Offerings bare 
I for another's Intereſt, he was not very fon, 
of; wherefore the Petitioner was obliged to de 


WhO 


_ ly mentioned, is ſituated about two Mil 
from the King's Village, and built under a ver 


high Veneration, and carry'd him upon a Silke dove 
| Carpet to the Snake- houſe, where he is at pre 


Freaks in his Tail, which the old Heathen God 


Country to another; wherefore they were ſome 
times obliged to bind their God- head faſt; 0 


were not aware, otherwiſe they might 1 
- ped his Journey. But wherefore do I ſped m 
time in making Reflections, ſince I have more im 


to Annual Pilgrimages to the Snake-Houſe, whic 
was Celebrated with great Magnificence, and 
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part without obtaining his end; which wen 
down but indifferently with him and the Prieſts 

ad promiſed themſelves another fort 0 
n 3 
The Snake-Houſe which I have ſo frequent 


beantiful lofty Tree, In which (ſay they) uf 
Chief and largeſt of all the Snakes reſides. He is 
ſort of Grandfather to all the reſt; is repreſent 
ed wet thick as a Man, and of an unmeaſurab 
| Ee ud be very Old, for they report the 
they found him a great number of Years paſt 


King in t 
this Actior 


when by reaſon of the Wickedneſs of the Men 33 
Re leſt another Country to come to them, at wic 


being overjoyed, they welcomed their new-comWitake this 
God with all expreſſible ſigns of Reverence an 


But as t. 
othe Kin 
thence is 1 
ine when 
grows 11] 
pow turn: 
de People 
thn their 
Kaſon, th 
very Eve! 
fjoang W. 
dem Diſt 
ations are 
Irovght tc 
poſe, wh 


This Roguiſh Snake probably had the fame 


were affected with when they run away from ont 


which thoſe poor Wretches who loſt the Snake 


portant Subjects to handle ! 97 — „ . 
The Kings of Eda were formerly accuſtomed 


concluded with yet greater Preſents: 


XX. Slave Cee 
King not only made very rich Offerings, but 
lo beſtowed very large Preſents on the great 
len that accompanied him; ſo that this Pilgri · 


But the preſent King hath broke off this Cu- 
fort oifom, which is accordingly grown in diſuſe for 
N reral Years paſt. In his laſt Tour which he 
mdeto the Snake-Houſe, he was (as Iam inform- - 


{yptain, who was ridiculous enough, to the Scan- 


ey) 10 al of all Ewropeaxs, to dreſs himſelf in Tyger's 
He is is and other fort of Trifles, and lead the 


King in this Equipage to the Snake-Houſe. If 
tis Action is true of him, it is worſe than that 
f Naaman the Syrian, who hardly converted, 

red leave to ſupport his Maſter in the Honſe 
f Rimmon. But this is a digreſſion very wide 
The Ring then as I have told you, doth not 
ire this Pilgrimage in Perſon, but orders it to 


2 SilkenMjrore near ſo expenſive; and this I believe is 
the only reaſon why he leaves it off 
But as the Snake Service proves very expenſive 
Noche King, ſo the Revenue which he draws from 
thence is not inconſiderable. Annually from the 
Wine when the Mais or ſmall 2filko is ſowed till 
grows up to Man's height, the King and Prieſt's 
Now turns to a very great Account to them; for 
Wie People here which don't ſee much farther 
thn their Noſes, imagine that during this whole 
ſon, the Snake or Snakes make it their Buſineſs 
inWrery Evening and Night to ſeize all the beautiful 
Mong Women whick pleaſe them, and to make 
em Diſtracted; wherefore their Parents or Re- 
ich{Wlations are neceſſitated to cauſe theſe Girls to be 
Irovght to a particular Houſe built for that pur- 
orWpoſe, where they are oblig'd to ſtay ſeveral 
"BBS Months, 


unge commonly coſt him ſeveral Thouſands. + | 


od) accompanied by Monſieur Duca, a'French E 


* done by ſome of his Wives, which does not — 
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__ _ A Deſcriftion.of the LET. XN. 
Months, as it is given out to Cure them of their 
Midneß; during which time the Relations are 
obliged to furniſh them with all manner of Ne. 
ceſſaries, and that ſo plentifully, that the Prieſt 
The appointed time of their Confinement be- 
ing over, and being Cured of the Diſtemper with 
which they were never afflicted, they obtain leave 
Charge of their Cure and Keeping, which is ad 
juſted in proportion to the Circumſtances of their 
Relations; and one Girl with another amounts to 
about ive Pounds: And the Number of young 
Girls thus-Impriſon?d riſes to ſeveral Thouſand 


ded. - Yet | don't like theſe Pious Fur 

r the Perſons pretend to be affected with i 
. break and ſpoil every thing which comes in thei 

way; and iaſtead of Religious are guilcy of all 
manner of Diabolical Actions, which they nere 
leave off till they are brought to the beforementi 
„ n a1 So 
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ET. XIX. Ar | 


At firſt the People 
v perſwade me, chat à Snake waz able to fetch a 


Girt out of the Houſe and carryihev-ofh, tho? the 


I agreed to, pr 
Mh proper Inſtruments to open the Rocks. 
would not reſt till 1 had examined how this 
Cheat is mana 
erer have diſcovered it, if the beforementioued 
* had not aſſiſted me, and oblig d me with the 
Account of it, viz. That the Prieſts di- 
lgcntly” e thoſe young Maids or Women 
10 which have never been affected by the Snake, 
Theſe they firſt attempt by Promiſes, or if they 


i the Street and ſeeing: che Coaſt clear of People 
bn all ſides, they ſer on Crying and Raving with 
their Stren ae as tho' the Snake had faſt hold 
of them, an 

aake-houſe. „ 8 


. 


take is rabies and the Girl is Mad; which ne- 


* 731 


by the Snake ; but to ſtick faſt to the Story that 


rerdotal Empire, are threatned to be immedi- 


7 of agel Burned alive: And indeed the Prieſts are 
"cruel and Potent enough to make good their 
meat! 1 Wo _ Rep e As w_ n Sail 


3 2 


e : 


aal Houſe was elend ut al Wich 1 6. 
id the Gſtl as but Rored 5 


notwithſtanding which 1 ſhould 


xe not. ſucceſsful, oblige by Threats to perform 
what they deſire of them; which is; that being 


commanded them te 80 10 ay — 
Before any Perſon ea come to ook, help, t the 
eſſtates her Relations to N Tor Snake's Ore 's 


(ers. 

When Neu ann come volt of; air Mad. 
Mlon, the Prieſt lays his molt rigid Commands 
0n them,. not to: diſcover how they were ſeized 


tte Snake did it. Aud in order to clench theſe 
krere Prohibitions and render them the mote ef- 
dual, thoſe who reveal thoſe Secrets of the 
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cerning this Confinement, which happened be 
” —_ of the Prieſts, one Evening feigned her 


| which he let her go free; and by this means ſhe 
was delivered from her Madneſs, and he 
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twixt him and che of his Wives; who by the ln 


Diſtracted, : breaking (according to Cuſtom} 
every thing in Pieces on which ſhe could lay ber 
Hands. But he very well knowing whence this 
Diſtemper proceeded; gently took her by the 
Hand, as tho he deſigned to carry her to the 
Snake-Houſe, but carried het indeed to the Place 
of Reſidence: of the Brandemburgers, who were 
then at Ede in order to buy Slaves; where he of 
fer d her to Sale. But when ſhe ſaw that he was 
in earneſt, immediately freed from her Madneſ 
ſhe fell upon her Knees and ask d his Pardon, ſ 
lemnly Promiſing at the ſame time never to he 
guilty of- the like Crime for the future, Upot 


fringing 

nd toge 
Theſe Gi 
decauſe it 
to come I 
Lady was 
ber Com} 
turſe Mo 
the othe! 
ttereby. 

And if 


i g j 


from the exceſſive Charge of her Cure. T Hſtble t. 
was a very bold Attempt, for if the Prieſts haf © cr 
deen informed of it, he had been a dead Man. ud for tb 
- During my Reſidence at Bde, the King cue ud ſuffer 
hisDaughter to be ſeized by the Snake. (The ca Iich is 
ſequence will juſtifie my charging him with it aſe i 


He cauſed her to be carried to the Snake · Houſe 


and confined for ſome time, tho not fo long 25 1 was 


cuſtomary ; but on her account all the other Girl; this. II 


went out before their uſual time. em on 
On the Day of her Delivery, ſhe was brought ſem, Ire 
out in a very ſplendid Manner, and carried wii Peportm 
all the other Girls which followed her, to f 5 the Di 
King's Court, before which they were placed Mb. 
She was Naked except only a Silk Scarf, whic\fſ g Coun 
was paſſed berwixt her Legs, and richly adorned 3 Mad s 
he Terra and Agrie, two forts of Coral ON 
which I have already e mentioned. | (ferent 
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Whilſt ſhe was here ſhe was guilty-of all man» 

er of Extravagancies, during the Playing on ſe- 

ral Muſical. Iaſtruments ; which ſort of Mad- 

x6. the Negroes told me yet remained on her, 

ore eſpecially by reaſon of her being enlarg 

ſeſore the oy 30/4096 of her due time. 
Whilſt ſhe ſate here the moſt conſiderable Peo- 

le of the whole Country crouded hither, each | 

ringing his Preſeats which they made to her; 

wud together amounted to a conſiderable Sum. 

Theſe Gifts laſted: three or four Days ſucceſlively, 

tecauſe it was impoſſible for moſt of the People <a 

come near her the firſt Day; ſo that this oung 

lady was treated in a quite different manner from 

er Companions, Who were all obliged. to di:. 

horſe Money for their Delivery, whilſt ne on 

pe rung fide was a very conſiderable Gainer 

And if there are any Negroes Who ate very '. 

fnſible that all this is nothing but a pure Cheat, — 


7 


get to curry favour with the King and Prieſts 
ad for their ownSecurity, they pretend Ignorance, 
ad ſuffer it to paſs upon them for real Truth; 
nhich is indeed adviſable, for thoſe who ſhoald 
oppoſe it, would very much endanger their 

I was Eye-Witaeſs to a dreadful Inſtance of 
this. The laſt time I was at Fda, a Negros 
born on the Gold-Coaſt, who was called Captain 

Tom, lived at Bd; and by reaſon of his good 
Deportment and obliging Nature, was promoted 

o the Dignity of Captain and Iaterpteter to the 


Engliſh. He being a Stranget to the Religion of 
this. Country, had a Wife of this Nation, which 
kll Mad and pretended to be ſeized by the Serpent: 
but he inſtead of ſending her to the Snake-houſe, 
clapt her in [rons zwhich fo enraged this She-Devil 
(different from ather in our former Story) that ſhe 


Fe” pr 


| Loder eule her Husband o thePrieſty; 3 Whe 


ever Cured or not. From which you may obſerve 
_ - todifoblige che Eccleſiaſticks. 
; 8 on account of the Snake: Worſhip. 


any otherwiſe hurt him; he is a dead Man, ant 


| | ny Condemaed to the Flames. 


Tragical Event. An En gliſh Cap ain being land 


| Fa 
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hecauſe- he was a Gold-Coaſt Negro who differ 
ed from them in Religion; yer tecretly Poiſon 
him in ſuch à manner, that he did not quick; 
Dye, but immediately became Speechleſs, and lol 
5 uſe: ol nen Limbs, which was worſe tha 
bw pe tb 2811. ! * | 

At my . left kim in this miſerab 
Contlitiva,, -fo that I know not whether he wa 


That throughout the World it is "oy Gangero 
FTbis may ſuffice, concerning the Frauds of the 
The Revereice and Reſpect which the Negr 


preſerve for the Snake is ſo great, that if a Black 
uld barely touch one of them with a Stick, 01 


A long time paſt, whenthe Exglſp firſt banal 
Trade here, there happened a veryRemarkable an 


ed, ſome of his Men 1 part of his Cargo, the) 


- Foutd: a Snake in their Houſe, Which they jm 
| mediately killed without the leaſt Scruple, and 


not doubting: but they had done a good Work 
threw out the dead Snake at their Door; where 


being found by the Negroes ia the Morning, the 


F preventing the Queſtion who had done the 


Houſe a and Goods. 
This ſtruck ſuch a e 1060 that Nation 


that for a long time they refrain'd coming thi- 
ther, and traded at other Places; but at laſt com- 


ing again, the'Ne Wy were accuſtom'd to 14 
a 


aſcribed the Honour to themſelves; which 
ſo incenſed the Natives, that they fur iouſly fell o 
the Engliſh, killed them all _ad- Burned thei 
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in Wicfring that they would not hurt them, by reaſon 
they were their Gods; and this hath prevented al! 
ich Accidents ever ſince; fo that at preſent few 
Fwopeans come hither who are not advertis'd 
of this Snake-Worſhip. If an European ſhould 
uppen at this time to kill a Snake, I ſhould very 
nuch doubt, whether he would eſcape better 
than the Exgliſu, except he could poſſibly fly to the 


pen d by Accident, not Deſign, upon which, perhaps, 
te might attone his God- killing Crime by a Fine 
„o the Prieſts, tho” I ſhould not be very willing to 
un ſuch a Hazard; for, on ſach Occaſions the 
Rabble, inſtigated by the Prieſts, grow very 
ontragions ; ſo that it is ſafeſt carefully to avoid 
things of this Nature. . 
ln my time an Aquamboean Negroe took a Snake 
pon his Stick, becauſe he durſt not venture tao 
touch it with his Hands, and carry'd it out of the 
Houſe without hurting it in the leaſt, which two 
ir three Negroes ſeeing, ſet up the ſame Cry that 
z uſual on account of Fire, by which they can in 
o, a ſmall time raiſe che whole Country, who flock 
ey im o the Place arm'd with Clubs, Swords, Aſſagayes 
e, ani ind other Arms, who would have ſoon diſpatch'd 
Work tis poor Neproe, if the King, acquainted with 


where bis Innocence, had not timely reſcued him from 
ng, thethe impending Danger, by ſending ſome of his 
one theWGreat Men to ſhelter him; ſo this Tempeſt blew 
which erer without any Damage. d 
fell ou By theſe Inſtances we are deterr'd from med- 


{ cheicſ lag with the accurſed Gods or Deviliſh Serpents, 
NPotwithſtanding that we are frequently moleſted 
Nation, Wy them z ſince in hot Sun-ſhine Weather (as if 


King immediately, and ſatisſie him that ic hap= 


ag thi- ey were Lovers of Darkneſs) they viſit us by | 


ive or ſix together, creeping upon our: Chairs, 
benches, Tables, and even our Beds, and beav- 


Gf 


Laxineſs don't turn up our Bedding, they ſome. 


happen to be gotten to the Joyce, or any hieh 
Place of the Houſes, (which are here but one Sto- 


__ teen Days, and tho? whenever I roſe I could eafil | 
touch him, yet I could not find any Perſon that wakes, u 


For ſome of the Great Men. of F:de dining at 
my Table one Day, we happen'd to talk concer 


ſince that Snake had not eaten any thing in four 


member'd this, that next Day coming to th 
| King, I told him in preſence of the ſame Perſons 
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ing us Company ia Sleep; and if they get a good 
Place under our Beds, and our Servants. out © 


times continue there ſeven or eight Days, where 
they have alſocaſt their Young. 

But when we are aware of theſe Vermin, -and 
& not deſire to be troubled with them any long 
er, we need only call any of the Natives, 150 
gently carries his God out of Doors: But if they 


ry) without a ſtrong Influence over the Negroes, 
. are not to be remov'd from thence; wheres 
re we are frequently oblig'd to let chem ſta) 
here, till they come out themſelves. 
A Snake once came over my Table, on which 
Ldaily was us'd to eat, where he continu'd four 


would venture to take him away. But I was ve 
xy well paid for his ſtaying, afterwards. ud prote 


ning the Snakes, and my Eye glancing towards 
that which was over our Heads, I told them, that 


ſelres are 


ſents, muc 
We ſome 
the Ido! 

ranting | 
from the 

ther are 
think the 
um'd wit 
we utter] 


That one of his s had made bold, tho unin 1 0 


vited, to eat at my Table for fourteen Days M ulx d. of 
wherefore it was but reaſonable that I ſhould be aly an ü. 


2 5 his Board, dener [ ſhould be oblig md aocor 


1 , 


teen Days, he muſt at laſt certainly die with Hur 
ger, it he did not ſpeedily remove his Quarters 
But one of my Gueſts anſwer'd me, (and the reſt 
confirm'd what he faid) That tho I was not a 
ware of it, undoubtedly. the Snake knew how tc 
come at his Part out of the Diſhes. I fo well re 
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er. AX  Slave-Coof, 
0 diſcharge this bold Intruder my Honſe. The 


ting who was always diverted with ſuch ſort of 


ide for me as well as the Snake; and indeed, 


y loog-Mhrooght me from the King, in order to Gatisfie 
iT br what the Snake had eaten. 
At the ſame Rate I would willingly have board- 


od all the Gods of the Land; and I believe ſhould 
ot have loſt much by the Bargain. 

But what is beſt of all, is, that theſe Idolatrous 
takes don t do the leaſt Miſchief ia the World 
o Mankind: For, if by chance in the Dark one 
treads upon them, and they bite or ſting him, it is 
ot more prejudicial than the Sting of the Mille- 
q redes. Wherefore the Negroes would fain perſuade 

ealil p, that it is good to be bitten or ſtung by theſe 
nakes, upon the Plea, that one is thereby ſecur'd 
ind protected from the Sting of any Poyſonous 


e loch to venture on the Credit of their Aſſerti- 
00s, becauſe I have obſer vd, that the Gods them - 
eres are not Proof againſt theſe venomous Ser- 


ranting here; and perhaps theſe Oombats ariſe 


the reli tom the venomous Snakes, their finding that the 


not 1 cher are ſoReverenc'd and Idoliz d, which they 
think the more unreaſonable, becauſe they are 
Wamn'd wich Poyſon, on Qccaſion, which the other 
Wire utterly void of. In Ns 


alk d, of which theſe venomous Serpents retain 


piſcourſe, told me, that I ſhould let the Snake 
zone in his Place, for he would take care to pro- | 


make.But here I am ſamewhat dubious, and ſhould 


jents,much leſs can they protect us from theirBite, 
We ſometimes obſerve pleaſant Battels berwixt 
the Idol and venomous Snakes, which are not 


You muſt ſuppoſe theſe atiocinations and Argu- 
nents to take place in Antient Times, when Beaſts 


Joly an irreconcilable Enmity agaiaſt the other, 
ad accordingly attack them whenever they meet 


ry - 
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them: But herein they fall ſhort of their Defga l 2 
and that with a great deal of Reaſon; for, wod vatr y 
indeed ſeem very odd, that 'a God ſhouſd be 0b peak 
lig'd to ſtrike to ſuch ill/favour'd Creatures 
they are. But I can aſſure you that is not the 
| Reaſon; for the venomous Serpents being larger 
and arm'd with ſtronger Weapons than the other 
would, without any Reſpect to their Godhead 
ſoon be too hard for them, if they were not al 
ways afflicted by a Legion or two of their Wor 
ſhippers, who puniſh the Inſolence of the other 
that preſumes to attack their Deity, with certain 


. 


Death. dls | TI 

The Species of theſe Idol Serpents here, are 

Treak'd with White, Yellow 15 Brown Dial 

_ She biggeſt which 1 have ſeen here, is about a f 
thom long, and the Thickneſs of a Man's Arm. 

_ Theſe Gods are very great Lovers of Rat“ 


Fleſh, . and1 have with Pleaſure frequently ob- In be ] 
| ferv'd their Rat-Chaſe; but when they hate Poll, 
' caught their Prey, they have at leaſt an Hour' 4 08 


Work before they can get him iato their Bellies 
For if you were to ſee them, they are fo narrow unte, 1! 
Throated, that you would think it impoſſible for leb, fel 
them to get a Rat down; But I have obſerv'd, that Negroes, 


whilſt they are eagag'd on their Prey their Throst um. UP 
extends it ſelf. * | Fr 4 1 339 King 3 bu 
If one of theſe Snakes happen to be under the ad no A 
Tiling of a Houſe, and a Rat paſſeth by him, be tough in 
cannot poſſibly catch him, not being able to dif-{Plſh a 
engage himſelf quick enough. This the Rats ſeem kingdom 
to xnow; for I have above one hundred times ou Race 6 
an Evening ſeen them run by a Snake thus engs- ting wh 
ged, and even mock him, whilſt he impatiently innocent ' 
diss d, and employ'd all his Force to looſen him- ff, The K 
; * in order to come at them, but too late, for i * 3 
e thi they were eee e 


3 


— 
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ontry, and would fain be rid of them, we need 


wediately ſtop. their Ears and run out of Doors. 
i tho this may be taken from an European, that, 


þpuld preſume to do it, he would run no ſmall 


la caſe a Fire breaks out and one of theſe Snakes 


wes to be burnt, ' each Perſon, that hears it is 


mal and ſhocking things that he can hear; and 
bis Money is to reconcile him to the burat God, 
af'wbom he hath been ſo careleſs. Aud they far- 


ho have been the occaſion of his Death. 


lala Poll, (who then managed the Slave Trade 
br our Company at Eds) had the Diverſion of a 


e ry pleaſant Scene. A Hog being bitten by a 
narrovMWke, in Revenge, or out of Love to God's 
le for blem, ſeiz'd and devour'd him in. fight of the 
d. that Negroes, who were not near enough to prevent 
Chron. Upon this the Prieſts all complain d to tbe 

Ig; but the Hog could not defend himfelf, and 


m, beM'®ovgh in their Requeſt, begg'd of the King to 


o dif. Mubliſh a Royal Order, that all the Hogs in his 


s ſeem Mikingdom ſhould be forthwith kill'd, and the Swi- 
1es on Race extirpated, without ſo. mach as delibe- 
eng- {Wing whether it was reaſonable to deſtroy the 
iently I Unocent with the Guilty, ñ 
him- The King's Command was Publiſh'd all over 
„ for de Country. And in Purſnance thereto, it was 
pt a little diverting, to ſee Thouſands of Blacks 
imd wich Swords and Clubs to execute the Or- 
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Il ve are ever tir'd with the Natives of this 8 


aly ſpeak. ill of the Snake, after which they im- 
hey like; yet, if a Negro of another Nation 


ice to ſtop bis Ears, and give Money, thereby 
5 to underſtand, that it is one of the moſt 


ther believe, that tho' the Snake is burnt, he will 
et quickly return, to revenge himſelf on thoſe 


in the Year-1657. my Brother, FaQor Mr. MN. 


kad no Advocate; and the Prieſts, unreaſonable - 
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der; whilſt on the other (ide no ſmall Number offs the Snal 
thoſe who were Owners of the Hogs were in lik forgott 
manner arm'd in their Defence, | urging their 1 Mauougb, t 

nocence, but all in vain. The Slaughter went oz Mio Harm. 

and nothing was heard but the diſmal Sound offi calily 
Kill, Kill, which coſt many an honeſt Hog higorſhip 
Life, that had liv'd with an unſpotted Charade r any Be 
to his dying Day. And doubtleſs the whole Beſides 
Race had been utterly extirpated, if the Ring les at han 
| (who is not naturally bloody-minded) perhapMicing to ſ 
 mov'd to it by ſome Lovers of Bacon, had no the kill. 
recalPd his Order by a Counter one, importing us practi 
that they ſhould leave off killing the Hogs, with e the Kin 
the Addition, that there was already enough off©iſeſever: 
innocent Blood ſhed, and that their God ought tq e repeate 
be appeaſed with ſo rich a Sacrifice. | The 8 

You may judge, whether this was not very Divinity. 
welcome News to the Remainger of the Hogs Ming our ( 
when they ſaw themſelves freed from ſuch a cru een the 

el Perſecution. Wherefore they took particulam ntiently 
Care for the future, not to incur the ſame Penalty ey mak 
Next time that I came to da, I found by theo it all 
dearneſs of theſe Beaſts, that there had been a ve. nach ence 
ry great Slaughter of, them. ' '\ © Mitere hap] 
. Theſe ſorts of Tyrannies are frequent under de. The fo! 
potical Governments, where the Priefts are joynt, i great Qt 
Maſters. But not too faſt, leſt I ſhould flip from de Sea; a 
Beaſts to Men. J 7 TI hem 
_  Hitherto 1 have been talking of the FidaſuMWailed no 
© chiefeſt God, or rather Gods, by reaſon of their as wild 
Number: But the other being of leſs ConſequenceWh be whiz 

will take up much leſs time. 5 pon it. 

The Trees which are the ſecond- rate Gods oi Having 
- this Country, as I have already inform'd you, beities, b 
.  afeonly 2 to, and preſeated with Offering, Whit obſer? 
in time of Sickneſs, more eſpecially Fevers, in or- ds 
Their ! 


Men and \ 


—_ _. der to reſtore the Patients to Health. And this 
_ -* they believe to be as properly the Tree's Buſinels 
| 8 e "0 
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T. AX. Suns C ee 
pthe Snake's : But however, the Snake muſt not 
e forgotten; for they imagine, and that truly 


j Harm. And hence I believe this Nation would 
| calily prevail'd upon with the Athenians to 
Worſhip the unknown God, if they could hope 
r any Benefit by it. | | 
Beſides this, they have other imaginary Reme- 
lies at hand to cure Diſeaſes ; ſuch are their Sacri- 
ſing to ſeveral junior or inferior Deities; as al- 
þ the killing and eating part of a Man, which 
as practiſed two or three Years paſt, on account 
ofthe King's Sickneſs ; beſides which, they pra- 
lik ſeveral other Extravagancies, too tedious to 
e repeated. v9 

The Sea comes in for the leaſt Share of 
Divinity. When it rages and hinders our bring- 
kg our Goods on Shoar, when no Ships have 
keen there for a long time, and they im- 
jtiently wait for them; On theſe Occaſions, 
they maxe great Offerings to it, by throwing 
ino it all ſorts of Goods, But the Prieſts don't 


The former King of Great Ardra once caufed 
joynt, i great Quantity of theſe Offerings to be made to 
p from te Sea; and when he was inform'd by his Subjects 
be he muſt not ſee the Sea himſelf) that they all 
miled nothing, he grew very angry, and fell in- 
in as wild a Fury as Xerxes, who cauſed the Sea 
b be whip'd, becauſe he had been fo unfortunate 
al mn 3 
Having no more to ſay concerning theſe two 
deities, before I put an end to this Letter, I ſhall 


rings, at obſerve to you, who are the Performers of 
in or- ¶ deir Divine Service here. CCS 
ad thx Their Religious Offices are here Celebrated by 
uſineßſſ en and Women together, both which are held 


in 


as 


much encourage this ſort of Sacrificing, by reaſon 
there happens no Remainder to be left for them. 


387 


aough, that if he does no Good, he will at leaſt do | 


4 


Crime whatſoever; notwithſtanding which, th 
preſent King, with the Conſent of his Grandees, 


ventur'd to break in upon this Cuſtom, but not! 


without great Cauſe, and a preſſing Neceſſity; 
for one of theſe Villains was engag'd with the 
King's Brother in a Conſpiracy againſt the King. 
dom and the King's Life, for which that Prince 


ordered both his Brother and the Prieſt to be kill 


together.. | 


Slaves before, are yet as much reſpected as the 
Prieſts, or rather more, inſomuch that they pride 
themſelves with the diſtinguiſhing. Name of God's 


Children; and as all other Women are oblig d to 


a {laviſh Service to their Husbands, theſe on the 
contrary exert an abſolute Sway over them and 
their Effects, living with them perfectly according 


to their Arbitrary Will and Pleaſure; beſides 


which, their Husbands are oblig'd to ſhew-them 
ſo muchReſpe&,as they receiv'd from their Wives 
before their becomingbrieſteſſes, which is to ſpeak 
to, and ſerve them upon their Knees. | 


* 


For this Reaſon the moſt ſenſible Negroes will 
neither Marry a Prieſteſs, nor ealily conſent that 
any of their Wives be rais'd to that Honour. But 
if notwithſtanding it happens, they muſt not op- 
poſe it; for if they did, they would be call'd to a 


ſevere Account for it, and look'd upon as Men 


who endeavour'd to ſtop the common Courſe of 


Divine Worſhip. . © SI 
Io conclude the Subject of their Religion, | 
muſt add, that they have a ſort of Idea of Hell, the 
Direl, and the Apparition of Spirits. And their 
Notions, concerning theſe, are not very different 
from tboſe of ſome. ſimple People amongſt fi 


— 


in ſuch high Veneration amongſt the Negroes, tha 
they are not liable to Capital Puniſhment for any 


The Women which are promoted to the degree 
of Prieſteſſes, thoꝰ ſome of them perhaps were but 
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oes, that s for Hell, they beſtow on it a fixt Place under 
for auy de Earth, where the Wicked and Damned are 
ich, the ziniſh d with Firſſee . 
randees, For theſe three or four Years laſt paſt, they 
but not ure been very much confirm'd in this Belief. For 
eceſſiy; ¶ n old Sorcereſs, that came from ſome odd Cor- 


with the er, hath told them ſtrange things concerning 
ie King - Hell; as, that ſhe ſaw ſeveral of her Acquaigtance 
- PrinceM there, and larly the laſt Captain of the 
be kill Zacks, Predeceſſor to the ,preſent Captain Carter, 
3 who was there miſerably — In ſhorty 
degree be ſaw ſo much of Hell, that ſhe was a fit Match 
vere but to diſpute with Don Quevede, who had the beſt 
| as the M latelligence there. Bur ſhe muſt be own'd to have 
y pride I tbe Advantage of him, becauſe ſhe pretended to 


Gods MW tare been there in Perſon, whereas his Journey 


lig d to mas but a Viſion. 
on the Whilſt I was here, there was alſo an Auguſtin 
em and MW Monk, which came from St. Thome, in order, if 
-ording Ml poſſible, to convert the Blacks to Chriſtianity, but 
beſides Min vain. Polygamy is an Obſtacle which they can- 
them MW not get over. As for all the other Points they _ 


Wives night have got Footing here, but the Confine» 


o ſpeak ¶ nent to one Wife is an inſuperable Difficulty. _ 
a? This Prieſt invited the King to be preſent at 

es will I Maſs, which he alſo did. And when I faw him 

at that MW text, asking him how he lik d it, he ſaid ver 

r. But MW well, and that it was very fine; but that he choſe 

ot op- ¶ cither to keep to his Fiche. | y 

d to a This Prieſt in my Company being once in Diſ- 

Men MW courſe with one of the King's Grandees, who was 


rſe of Mivitty Man, ſaid in a menacing manner, That i 
jon, Ir Repentance, they would unavoidably go to 
1, the WW Hel, in order to burn with the Devil; To which the 
| their I barp Fidaſian reply'd, Our Fathers, Grandfathers, 
ferent Bf van endleſs Number, Liv d as we do, and Morſbip d 


* 


the Fidaſians contini d their old Courſe of Life, witb- 


ſt us. the ſame Gods As we do 5 and if they. muſt burn F = : 
SS EL "hb 6 there © 
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ceftors; and ſhail comfort our ſelves with them. Af. 
ter this thePrieſt left off, and perceiving that all 
his Paias at Bd4 were like to be fruitleſs, he de- 
fir'd me to introduce him to the King to take his 
Leave of him, which I did ſhortly after. 
If the Negroes could read and underſtand our 
Books, I ſhould believe, that this Captain had 
read the Frieſland Chronicle, where a parallel Ad- 
venture betwixt a Biſhop and a Fieſland King is 
ex It is now time to conclude; wherefore, 


W 


that all 
he de- 
ake his 


ur ; ede * 
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Fruit Treet. The. "Favili of Fida, - and 
Fineſs for Plantations, and to prodace Cot- 


Rio de 


ais 


"LETTER X 


which 51 E Bade Ganken » 


Cows, Horſes, | Sheen, Goats 
ind Blogs, Secondly, 'Of their: Fowls, which 
we only Turties, Dacks:and C bitten. "The 


Price of all the above-mentioned. Next, cun- 
pol their threeSorts Corn, and thePlenty ; 
twithſt ending which, Fida ſometimes | 
| ES Famines. The remaining Fraits 


hare Potatges, Jammes, or Beans, 
be Great Plenty af the firſt. Of © their 


tos, Indigo and Sugar. The Wars and Force 


Great Ardra with an Inland ing. The Oc- 
ſan f this War, which defray 4 half the 
Country of Ardra, and made 4 . Slaug h- 
of its Inhabitants. Jakin ſbjelt to Great 
Offra, or Little Ardra; where 
ag formerly bed a Lodge. The Au- 
tar Departure from Fida. His Arrival at 
abon. Of the Gulpb of Guinea, and 
its lands and Rivers; as Rio Formoſa, 
(Beautiful River) otherwiſe calls Rio de 


Benin, Rio Elrei, Camarones, Old an 
New Calbary 


7 he 1/lands are Fertiando 


Po, EI Se, (Prince's Wand) + ard 
cartes 4 divided into two, large and final. 


f the-Fidaſians.” Their Arme. Great Ar- 
dra, much more Potent than Fida. War of 


e Rio 


Dienen of the LAT: BY 
3 Rio de Gabon, « fine, wide, aud very 
River. Two Ihands in ii: Viſted by fe 
ri Europeans, und wherefore they tra 
9 there. Few Inhabitants, which are notwit 
ſtanding divided into three Claſſes. Their Pt 
vierty aud Pride. They're great Brandy ok | 
ers, and awkward in Trade | How'the N 
gets his Livelihood. They're all well ſhap 4 40 
clean limb d Men. Their Occupation. Bu 
renneſs of the Land thereabouts. The Rive om y 
very fullof Piſb. . Deſcription of the Nord t 1 ba 
Kapers, of which here are great Quantitia i urmer; 
ON Land there are abundance of Buffels, 1. 
plant and wild Smine. Hunting of then. Fei 
Aud an Elephant. _ A Skeleton of an Elephas uy 
ound. Deſcription. 8 Oe 
our Men kilPd by them. How they are ſbur 
 #he Negroes. The Author's Departure fro 
Gabon, and Arrival at Cabo Lopezdi Gon 
ſalvez, where is 4 good' Raad, Watering 
place and Wood for Fuel. The Trade le 
0 2 of Fib.  Departars: From Cape: Kh 
F. Thame: e As alfo Wh 
Annaboa, whither the Author alſo came aft 
© two Days ſailing. Sailing along; the Aqui = op 5 
noctial, and the Cold there. Return to the} 1 
Per Coaſt, and to Aſſinee. The an Ns provi 
Place of the Negroe Boptix d in France, te fomey 
wum ibe French King was Godfather, anqicy did n 
calld him Lewis Hannibal; be paſſed f oleave th 
b Kin of Aſſyria, but was inideed wh rich ; Here,: 
Ve Slingto the Gold Coaft, wherth SIE 
Þ 613.7] Autbor 25 
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Mee 
Clnce my laſt no Veſſels have arriv'd here from 
Europe, and conſequently I receiv'd no Letter 
rom you: I ſhall then at preſent in this, diſpatch 
Intar I have left untouchd concerning Has in the 
mer; to which I ſhall add a Relation of a Voy- 
ze that I made in 1698. from Fd to Rie de 
bon, Cabo- Lopez, Annaboa, and my return to El. 


4 &% 


S $ 


* 
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Firſt of all T am to ſpeak of the Cattle of the 
ſoontry of Hd; of which firſt of the ne Coe” 
inpeds, as Qxen, Cows, Goats, Sheep and Hops, 
which in Shape are not different from thoſe of 
the Gold Coaſt, but are much better, more fleſhy, 
ud of a more agreeable Talt, by resſon they have 
2 fine Meadows, and as good Grafs as 
Nor de they dear here. An Ox or Cow is to 
e bought for ten, a good Sheep for two, a 
dat for one, anda Hog for two Rix- Dollars. Ig 
| Nor are Horſes wanting here, tho* they do not * 
mch excel thoſe which I mentioned ia my Def = # 
niption of The Gold Coat. When I was delign'd = 
h have took my Journey by Land to Elmina, I _— 
7s provided with five or fix, each of which coſk  - 
de ſomewhat leſs than four Pounds Sterling; but 
hey did me no manner of Service, I being oblig d 
Nleave them behing nme 
Here, as well as on the Gald Coaſt, is no great 
W'\iriecy of tame Fowl, there being only Turkies, 
1utho ek and Chicken; and of the two firſt, not ma- 
PETS. Cc 3 1 


f 
4 
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he muſt bring two or three Caſes of long Pipe 


Buffels, Tygers and ſeveral ſorts of Dear in gre 


puleus, and. cloſe inhabited, there are not many 


Wild Fowl: Here ste Geeſe, Ducks, Snipes aut 


Fu OO . E . 


very good and very cheap. 


Doves throughout the whole Country, that mj 
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mall, 1 
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Pl 
are yet very fat and good, the Price 
abour Sixpence 78 the Price of Bir OH 
reckon'd for as Money, they are not above'? 
pere eck 85 
But if any Body would buy in Proviſion ches 


© W 
N 4 > % 


with him; tor he may put off every Pipe fop th 
worth of Twopence, or ſometimes Fourpence; f 
that for three Pipes one may. have the beſt Füße 
e, CON 
| Tore are not very many large Wild Beaſts; 


oO 


bout Fida * But there are farthet in-land, Elephant 


> 


Abundance. And there are alfo ſome af che [af 
Sort at Eda; But the Oountty there being ſ pt 


But this whole Country ſeems covered wii ihe av. 
of it is 1 
Small 

the Gold 
this Nat! 
much m 


twenty other ſort of edible Birds; all which arg 


I : 


+ I 1 2 7+ . 1 Sy. E 
When over- night we give a Negroe order tog 


a ſhooting, we have againſt next Day Noon, with 
out fail, one or two, Diſhes of Wild Fowl, whict 
we can pay for with a dozen of Pipes; and this i 
10 infallible,chat we can at pleaſure promiſe a good 
Treat of Wild Fowl not yet caught. 
_ Here are ſuch prodigious Abundance of Turtle 


Aſſiſtant, who was a good Marks-man, won 
undertake to ſhoot one hundred in one Day, be 
twixt fix and nine in the Morning, and three aq the neig 
05 an the Afternoon only, which is bare fix Hou por v 
6 o 

Beſides edible Fowl, here are alſo a ſufficient 
number of Birds of Frey, which may 0 io 

T 


theirSla) 


MaVGrys 
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(rnament, tho? not fuck great Variety as on the 
Cold 1 2 500012 

rown-Blid'y n ſoc in theDrawing comes 
tom hence, as the following Bird, whoſe Body 
z about as big as a Chicken, his Legs and Neck 
bort, his Eye and Eyelids hairy, like thoſe of 
Men, his Bill ſhort and thick, his Colour is black 


© for the nd blew intermixed, his Legs and Bill arev ww 
ee, Long, and: cherfore ver r 5 

1 th ig d to repeat v hat I hive orm 
Beaſts kid, which I believe you are as little deſirous of 
lephati U my ſelf; fo that now I come to the Product of 
in greiſh te Earth; and firſt of Corn, of which we are hert 
The fel provided with three Sorts, The firſt is the great 
8 ſo pe Mihjo, which is not ſo large a Grain as that o The 
t many Gold Coaft, but as good, notwithſtanding which 


the-Negroes dot make Bread of it, but üſe it M 
the brewing of Beer, for which reaſon Hoe! much 
it is fown. „ok! 

Small 2Milhio, or Alas, whien js me tar en 
the Gold Coaft, is what chiefly ſerves to employ 
this Nation. It is ſowed twice each ear, the' 
nuch more atone time than the other. In the beſt 
Tilling time xhe Land is fo thick ſown;that as I have 
before hinted, ſcarce a Foot- path is left unplanted, 
whence we may ſuppoſe prodigious Quantities are 
produc'd;bar notwithſtanding this at the end of the 
Year; they rather fall ſhorc of what they want, than 
bre any Oyerplus, which is partly occafion'd by 
their being ſo very populous, and partly by their 
ling very large Quantities to both 'the'Pope's4 and 
the neighbouring Countries. 

For which Reaſon one barren Year occaſions: an 
| incredible Famine here; and ſometimes Free- men 
mern here have ſold themſeves for Victdals; others ſet 
rve fo theirSlaves free, perfectly diſcharging e of their 

Qrng: 25 becauſe they could not keep them in Vi- 
„„ Auals. 


80 wit 


reeand 
; Hourt 


— 


392 „ Deſeriptio of the LET. A .I. 
- Quals. An Engliſh Ship, which was here at that I Fotatoe 
time, got his whole Skipfull of Slaves, without Mi Bread 
=— parting with any other Merchandize than Victuals, ch abune 
= with which he very luckil 7 had ahnngantly: pro hole Co: 
= vided himſelf, | Here a 
: ©» When he had fill'd bis Skip fall of Slaves, be eat ne 
I] | went to the Poriugueſe Iſlands, where he afreſh re they 
= ſtor'd himſelf with 7 for his Goods. Here a 
N Here is alſo a third fort of Mike, like the ll, great Ple 
| 


which doth not grow. on Stalks, but like Oats in Mybich our 
Holland. Its Grain is reddiſh, and muſt continue ht as O1 
in the Ground ſeven or eight Months before it iů Mp chem, 1 
full ripe. This is not eaten, but mixed with the 
great Milhio., to Brew withall; - becauſe ; the 
—— WE believe that it ſtrengthens by 


at 307 #1 


The Nun Women are very wel Skill; in 
brewing good Beer, one ſort of. which is ſo ſtroap, 
that it doth not give Place to our ſtrong Beers in 
Holland. And the Price of this is much higher 
than the common ſort; for inſtead of Threepence 
a Pottle for the common ſort, yon are oblig d to 
pay a Ri- aller for the ſame Quantity of this. All 
People here, the Slaves not excepted, drink on ud 
Beer; for Water they will not drink, becauſe it H., | 
is drawn out of Wells twenty or thirty Fathom pot worth 
deep, and but fix or eight Foot wide; ſo that no em. 
Sun can reach it, which renders it raw and cold 28 Here a 
Ice, and conſequently very unwholſome in this Whole Co 
bot Country; for drinking it but few Days only, Mad Dran 
brings an unavoidable Fever; and the good Beer item only 
being too hot, an European cannot do better than W Nor ar 
mix them in equal Quantities, whereby he wil {ut the A 
_ have a pleaſant and wholſome Prin. re not mi 

There is not one Oven in this whole Country, 7 durabl 
by reaſon the Negroes 2 never BAY hem, -þ ons 1 0 Beſides 
bay * e | - t is indee 

% al tile Lia 
kot 


ET. XX; Slave Ca. 
potatoes are what they commonly Eat inſtead 
{ Bread with all forts of ViQuals, and here is 
kc<-abundant Plenty of them, that I believe the 
ole Coaſt doth not produce a like Number. 
Here are alſo Jammes, but neither; in ſuch 
Yeaty nor ſo Good as on the Gold. Coaſt, nor 
Here are ſeveral ſorts of ſmall Beans in very 
xeat Plenty, amongſt which is one ſpecies, of 
dich our People make Oyl-Cakes, which are as 
iht as ours in Holland ; and thoſe who are uſed - 
v them, like their Taſt well enough. They are 
ere called Acraen. Onions and Ginger grow 
tere, tho? in but ſmall Quantities, - eſpecially. of 
he former. All che other Fruits of the Earth 
nich the Gaia · Coaſt produceth, grow here alſo : 
ut 1 ſhall paſs them by in order to come to the 
Amongſt which are firſt Citrons, Limons, O- 
unges, Bakovens or Paquovens, Bananas, Piement, 
1nd in a word all thoſe which I have mentioned 
the Deſcription of the Gold-Coaſt; beſides 
mich here are abundance of Tamarind- Trees, 
ud ſome Fruit- Trees which are not only un- 
own, hut their Fruit is alſo ſo mean; that it is 
3 detaining you with a Deſcription of 
em. „„ VPC 
Here are great numbers of Palm- Trees the 
nhiole Country over; but the Wine is drawn off 
nd Drank by very few here: For they Cultivate 
dem only in order to dran Oyl from them. 
Nor are the Pardon-Trees wanting at Fida:; 
ut the Negroes preferring Beer to Wine, they 
ne not much eſteem'd, only their Wood being ve- 
7 durable, they are felled for Building. 
Beſides the beforementioned, here are no Fruits: 
tis indeed Pity there ſhould be no more in ſuch a 
krtile Land, Peopled with induſtrious Inhabitants, 
5 ©» FIG | ; {a 
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| ww that they want only Seeds and young Plants 


bited by ſome Europeans For here might be Pl | 
| ted the fineft Salade Gardens in the World. 


off Sugar-Cines and Indigo, n of the laſt 
as any other part of the Globe. 


Wer it doth not en that of Aſia and A 
rice it yet equals it. All the Cloaths of the lub 
bitants are Dyed with it, but being Ignorant 
the true way of uſing it, they waſt four times x 


it; and the J 
more with us t 


el Thouſand Men into the Field; notwithſtand 


they would not venture on five Thouſand we 
Armed Men, tho? but Negro. of the Gold. Coat | 


alien that they never think of War. en 
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for I dare aver, that not only all ſorts o A pr if thi 
but ſereral e er Fruits might be DI a 1 
1 les Peri 


Fuyed eve? the Sowing of Cabbage, Quik 
Turneps, Spaniſh Radiſh, Radiſhes, Parſley, 6+ 
and found they grew forward, and Ripenec 
as well as in Europe. So that it is unhappy tha 
this Land as well as the Gold-Coaſt; is not Ina 


Courage: 
1110 
Death re! 
moſt of 1 
8. 

W le 
1 catral 
2105. 
i it 
ed with 4 
the Field 
the other 
not be Cc 
for thele 
ming a 
their. Fee 
s the rel 
neral.. ge 


And I believe this Soil is as fit for Plantation 


Indigo is already very plentiful herd,” and be 


reMy ( 
ſpent in Dying it, -would yiel 
than their whole Cloth is worth 

Having proceeded thus far in the Deſcription o but mod: 
Bda, its pleaſant Situation, Catrel, Eruits and th ef in g 
Nature of their Inhabitants, hal] by way of Army. 
Supplement and Concluſion,” ſay ſomething oF But he 


much in the Dying of a Cloth as would 


2 their Wars and Ammunition.  - that his I 


As for the firſt they may be thought perhapff deir owr 


very potent, ſince they can eaſily bring two hu Hence 
attacking 


hew ſom 
of their ( 


ing which they are ſo weak and heartleſs, tha 


nor ſcarce ſtand before them. 
For which ſeveral Reaſons might be given; a a 
firſt, they are ſo ſtrongly bent to Trade and Agri 


Second 


187. XX. Sure ga = 


for.if they are forced into the Field, they entru 
the Command of their hole Army toa woe: 
kf Perſon, never Manch or 17 Proof of hi 


Heath readers them ſo iacredibly Cowardly, that 
moſt of them fr * Ranging before the EF 


Men told you the Comtaand of the Army 


2 7 0 d Chief Men out of Fear ſtay at Home. 
hat if it happens that any. of chem is endow- 
od with any, Portion of Courage, and goes iato 
the Field, 
the other General, 
got be Comma 
For theſe - Heroes: no ſooner perceive any thing 


ming againſt them, but they expect Safety from 


by whom the laferiors w 


5 the reſt, 
neral. gets home before his Soldiers, if he 


but moderately; Ruiz without troubling him 


and the felf in general Flig hrs, what. becomes "* tis | 
way of Army. 
ring o But he is yet es of one thing, Which is, | 


that his Men will not ſtay long behiad ; but for 
perhapYtheir own Security certainly follow his Example. 
Hence you. may judge what Heroes they are in 
hſtandYuttacking other Countries: But to ſay truth, they 
3, tha bew ſomewhat more of Courage in the Defence 
nd well of their own Country as long as 1s poſſible, con- 
I. Coaſt ſrming the old Proverb, Tha every. Deg will Bark 
Win his own Kennel.” | 

This Cowardice is not particular | to the Fidaſe- 
d Agri a, but the Natives of _A4rdre-are full as bad; 


Negroes 


Secondly, 3 want able 3 f 5 
De US 
Thrdtp 1, ier thei common fear of | 


1 une to an ordinary Perſon, whilſt the 
Affairs go ſome what better ; But 1 
aded, they are very unſucceſsful; ; 


their. Feet; and being 05 leaſt as fond of Life 
it is common 1 obſerved that 17 8 


yberefore they never Fight againſt each other . 
fie N own Forces, but hire the gold · Coaſt 
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| and Pape were united, by reaſon of their nearer 


well made Hangers, ſtrong and beautiful Aſa. 
guays; but the principal Weapons and on which 


very much and breaks their Limbs: Wherefore 


as concerning the differences betwixt Fids 
and Ardra: But it not being worth while, entire- 


ſollowing Account of great Ardra. 


_ dant Countries, is twenty times as ſtrong as he 


— 


Negrees for that purpoſe, of which the Natives of 
p rde are generally firſt at Hand 3 but if Cn. 


Neighbonrhood, they would be more proper. 
__ The Arms of the Fidaſe and of all Ad, con: 
{iſt in a few Muskets, Bows and Arrows, fine and 


they . moſt depend, are a ſort of Clubs abont x 
Yard. long, and five or ſix Inches thick, very round 
and even, except a Knot at the Botrom, the breadth 
of a Hand, and three Fingers thick. Every Man 
is provided with five or fix of theſe. * © 
Theſe Clubs are made of very heavy Wood: 
and they are fo dexterous in the throwing © 
them, that they can fling them ſeveral Paces and 
hit their Enemy; and wherever it falls it bruifs 


the Gold-Coaſt Nepraes are almoſt as much afraid 
of theſe Deviliſh don as of a. Musket it ſelf. 

Having inform'd you of the moſt obfervable 
Particulars of the Country of Hdæ and Ardre, 
T might indeed hint-ſome things of les Importance, 


The F 
ed Peop 
to Cut of 
and carr: 
durſt pre 
vas not 
Trophie: 
This 1 
sconfirn 
for Trut 


ai 12 o make vs prod 
of Eda, and yet hath not the Courage to make i grew 


en ene 

Farther In- land are yet more potent Kingdoms by his M 
than this; but I know nothing, or at moſt but very the King 
little of them; except that while I was here one auſed hi 
of their Ambaſſadors came to the King of Grea Fus 
Adra, to advertiſe him from bis Maſter, That ot the K 


CY 


ty ſtepping over it, I ſhall only give you the 
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_ The King of Grear Ardra with all his depen- 


feveral Ardraſian Negrocs had been with, and made N Vom 4 
1 8 — | : Carts VEnge. 


ces and 
bruiſes 
erefore 
afraid 
it ſelf, 
7rvable 
Arar, 
rtance, 
Hd 
entire- 
zu the 
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Complaints to him: And to adviſe him to take Care 
that bis Vicerays treated theſe poor Men more gently; 
r elſe much againſt bis Will, he ſhould be oblige to. 


come to their Aſeſtance, and take them into his Pro- PE: 


* 


hon. „ „ 
The King of Great Ardra inſtead of making a 
per uſe of this wholſome Advice, Laughed at 
bh and in farther deſpight to that King, Mur- 
thered his Ambaſſador; upon which he was ſo vio- 
Hently as well as juſtly. Enraged, that with utmoſt - 
Expedition he cauſed an Army (by the Fidaſiens 


ugmented to the number of Ten Hundred Thou-= 


ſand Men) to fall into their Country; and theſe 
being all Horſed and a warlike Nation, in a ſhort 
tine Maſtered half the King of Ardra's Territo- 


jects, that the Number of the Dead being innu- 
nerable, was commonly expreſs'd by ſaying they 
yere like the Grains of Corn in the Field, © 
The Hdaſians reported to me of the mention- 
ed People, that it was cuſtomary in their Wars, 
to Cut off all the Privities of ſlaughtered Enemies, 
aud carry them off with them; as alſo, that none 
durſt preſume to take an Enemy Priſoner, that 
was. not furniſhed with One Hundred of. theſe 
This looks very fabulous, inſomuch that tho? it. 
i confirmed to me by Oaths, I don't not affirm ir 
for Truth. But it is certain that the Slaughter 
vas prodigious great; and that the General of 
this great Army contenting himſelf therewith, re- 
turned home, expecting to bg very well received 
by his Maſter, but found himſelf miſtaken: , For 
the King as a, Reward of his Heroick Expedition, 
cauſed him to be Hanged on a Tree; becauſe ac- 
cording to his Order he did not bring the Perſon 
of the King of Great Ardre along with him, on 
yhom and not his Subjects, he aimed bis Re- 
ſſ%%%S%S%%2ꝓ„⸗ 


ties, and made ſuch a Slaughter amongſt his Sub- ay 


|  theus as us Europeans: For this great Monarch 


4 Def vun if He 2 . 


vou! may leaſe to obſerve what 2 105 
prince brought on himſelf, and alſo chat che Lax 
of Nations is as well obſerved amongſt theſe Hes. 


did not account himſelf ſatisfied by the Death of une it i 


{ many Thovſand Men for the Murder of his Am. {Wd fror 
baſſador, but would rid the World of the parti. Aer B 
cular Occaſion of it. we large 


Which whether he afterwards ae! k hike not ire here 
yet heard: Bur I believe he will content. Himifelf phich we 
with the Blood already ſhed. —* | 
This Nation ſtrikes ſuch a Terror i into all the The TI 
citcumjacent Negroes, that they can ſcarce hear WW 
them mentioned without Trembliog. And they 
tell a Thouſand ſtrange Things of them. | 

Four Miles eaſtward of Eda is the Land of: 5. 
kin, which as I have already faid is under Great 
Adra; by whoſe | Phidalgo it Is ar preſent Go- 
verned. : 

A little lower but farther Wold" nes the Lind 
of Offra, called Linle Ardra by the Exropeans; 
where our Company many Years ſince had a Lodge 
and a Fador, and drove a conſiderable Trade; 
but fince our Factor was killed, and the Land laid 
' waſte by the Popoeans, we have not been there. 
And the Country bath moſtly lain Wild and Un- 
tilled, in which ſtate it will probably continue 
ſeveral Years. For the Kings of Great Ardra and 
da are at Strife for the Maſtery of it, each being 
deſirous to Dow: his Viceroys, and yet neither 
of them dare be | 
But to leave cen diſputing, and go aboard the 

Ship called, Stad en Land (City and Country) in 
which I Sailed from Fida on the 14th of Augui?, 
1698. ſteering towards Rio de Gabon, where in a 
eleven Days we arrived, without "meeting any 
Thing remarkable in our Paſſage; We had a con- 
tinual freſh Gale, but were obliged a 
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echaps in eight Days. 
fore I come to ſpeak 


F Fr ne os 
of Rio de Gabon, I would 


me it is beſt known to the Eargpeans. It ex- 
knds from Ardra to Cape Lopez in length .... . 


ie large Rivers, by which means we keep Trade 
live here with our Yachts: The Commodity 


RS] nich we get there being Elephant's Teeth, of 


hich this Country produces a great Quantity. 


ul River) otherwiſe called Rio de Benin, from 


Wand New Calbery. Of the firſt River I hope 
fore long to be Maſter of a Deſcription, which 
n are then to expeQ. „ 

In the Gulph of Guinea lye alſo four Iflands,calld 
Principe or Princess Ifland : The Iſle of Fernan- 
Po, and Coriſco divided into two, the Greater 
NC Leſſer. 5 n N | | : 
At Great Coriſco our Company had ſome Years 


unt, we left it and have not been there ſince. 


u fo low, that at a diſtance the multitudes of 
res there, ſeemed Planted in the Water; and 
ſorded a very pleaſant Proſpect. © 

The Ifland of Fernando Po, is Inhabited by a 
nage and Cruel fort of People, which he that 


r will ſay more of them. 


teenth Century, ſubject to a conſiderable Mer- 
unt of An ſterdam; but by reaſon of the Diſſen- 
u of our Country-Men, and the Treachery " 
F | the 


jar up to the Wind, otherwiſe —— 
by ſomething of the Gulph of Guinea, by which 


viles.  Betwixt-theſe two Extremities are ſeveral 


The Trading-Places are Rio Formoſa (or beam: | 


te great Kingdom of that Name. Next is Rio a 
Irs or King sRiver, and Camarones,together with 


it a ſetled Trading Lodge; but it lying too 
rdiſtant, and not turning to a very great Ac- 


Coriſco are two very agreeable Iſlands, and the 


als with onght not to Truſt. I neither can 
. 5 
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The Princess Iſland was at the latter end of the 
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Ships very pleatifully. 


on what grounds I know not. But perhaps thi 


A Defeription of: the L E T. XX 
the Portugueſe-(its firſt Maſters) we were oblig 
to quit it. And at preſent the Portugueſe Com 
ny, have built a ſtrong Fort there, and indi 
rently well Peopled the Iſland; which is Fertilt 
and well Situated; or at leaſt the Portugueſe Ti 
it ſo well, that it yields them vaſt Quantities 
- Proviſions ; which they ſel] to all Ships for Money 
beſides which they can alſo Store their om: 


All forts of Ships which have been to fetchSlaves 
touch here or at the other Portagueſe Iſlands in or: 
der to take in Refreſhments, except only our Com 
pany's Veſſels, which avoid it (I believe) out 0 
aà groundleſs Jealouſie, that when our Maſters o 
Veſſels come to theſe Iſlands, they ſhould dr ive 
Clandeſtine Trade to the Prejudice of our Com 
pany; but in reality at Annaboa, the Chief of theſt 
Iles, nothing elſe is to be gotten but bare Refreſh 
ments as well for our own People as the Slaves 
And of what Aſſiſtance and Adyantage this woule 
de to our Company, I leave to thoſe who have ex 
perienc'd it only to determine. e 
It is morally certain, that fo many of the Slave 
would not Sicken and Dye, if they were ſome 
times furniſned with Refreſnments. But the Di 
rectors of the Company are [otherwiſe informec 


Reaſon why. our Veſſels do not touch here, ma 
be either unknown or unfit to be known by me 
and leaving it ſo I come to Rio de Gabon. 
This River is Situated fifteen Miles from Ca- 
| di Gonſalvez,, or the utmoſt Point of tb 
Gulph of Guinea; and is fo famous that no Nati 
on which ever Sailed to this part of Africa, al 
be unacquainted with it. It is a very fine RV 
and above two Miles over at the Mouth. 
Having paſſed three or four Miles up this Ri 
ver, we come to two Iſlands, one of which tak: 
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e Exceliive Brandy-Drinking feems the innate 
de Vice of all Negroes, but theſe are moſt accuratePro- 
is Ri. kients, and really herein exceed all others that 


[have ever Converted with. They, conſume in 
this all they can come at, They will ſell an indif- 


rent large Elephants Tooth for this Liquor, 
which they will drink out before they part; nay, 


wother, and they are half Drunk, they immedi- 
tely fall on Fighting, without any reſpect to the 
jon. lay about them briskly with their Fiſts, that 
they may not be accuſed of being idle Spectators. 
Theſe Heroes are ſo warm and vigorous at their 
Work, that Hats, Perukes, Coats, or whatever 
they have, are thrown overboar lc. 


* $I 


ey do in a very particular diſmal manner. For- 


nkes by our Sailors. For theſe they got whate- 


But for theſe four Years ſo many Merchants of 
lor ſwears the Trade is utterly ſpoiled; and 
th not at preſent turn to account. 

e eat Lovers of Brandy as they are, they yet are 
ire them Brandy half lengthened out with Wa- 
tle Spam ſh Soap clapt into it, and the Scum of 


le Soap paſſed on them for the Proof; and they 
3s EO Ok Daz HS * praiſed. 


3 they ſo much as go out of 'the 
If one chance to get but a Mouthful more than 


King, Prince or Prieft, who on ſuch an occa- 


Perhaps you may be furpriz'd that theſe poor 
Wretches ſhould wear Hats, Perukes, Sc. which 


nerly a great Trade was driven here in old Pe- 


r they pleaſed of theſe People, as Wax, Hony, 
krrots, Monkeys and all ſorts of Refreſhments. 


theſe ſorts of Goods, have been here, that the 

bo” his prime Stock coſts him nothing, yet it 
The beſt Quality in theſe People, is, that as 

Wot very nice, for 1 have ſeen ſome of our Men 


Wir; and for Proof they told me, there was a 


* 
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. A Deſcription of te LET, XX 
raiſed this Brandy as ſo extraordinary good, that 
= would willingly have laid in a ſtock of "Y 
I I deſigned when I came into this River, to haye 
Traded. for ſome Ivory and Wax for our Com- 
pany; and bad, brought ſeveral Goods with me 
to that end; but found them ſo very trouble. 
ſome that 1 could not have Patience to deal with 
them; and there being another of the Comps. 
| ny's Ships here, which alſo had Orders to Trade, 
I left it. wholly to them, being very glad that! 
was ſo cheaply rid of them. And theſe Wretches 
appeared the worſe to me, becauſe I was uſed te 
deal wick ſuch civil Negroes at da for an hundred 
times more than the Commerce of this Place 
For to {ell one Tooth they would ſometimes hag 
gle a whole Day; go five or fix Times away and 
come again; Ask and Bid as if they were on 
Fiſh-Market, and come to no Reſolution. © * 
As great Lovers of Brandy as they are, the; 
will not yet, when they firſt come on Board and 
are ask'd to Drink, touch. a Drop before the) 
© have received a Preſent. And if we ſhould har 
pen to ſtay too long before we give them any 
thing, they will boldly ask us if we imagine tha 
they will Drink for nothing; It not being ſuffi 
cient to content this wretched; Crew that they 
Drink vp our Liquor for nothing, but the 
muſt beſides be hired to it, as tho' they thereb 
did us a very great Honour; and he that intend 
to Trade here, muſt humour them herein, or ht 
ſhall not get one Tooth on Board. Thus ti 
Merchant which would deal here, ought to b 
very well Armed with Job's Weapon, withoufſſh, That t. 
which nothing is to be done. - ' l obſerve 
_ After I had given over the Trade, a ſtrang@fach other 
Troop of Negroes came on board me, to whom dare conc] 
preſented ſome Brandy, and would have cauſeſ br himſel 
dem to be carried to our other Ship: But W King or k 
4 | W . U 


0 


NI xx. © Wwiec 
d, the Centlemen would not Drink 
of it. {Ws Freſent, which I had no mind to do, where- 
to have bre they marched out of my Cabin; but under- 


fure, and they went off without any thing, 


cur firſt Arrival, but much readier to receive 
others in requital from us: And when we hap- 
pen to be too flow, they ask where is our Coun- 


gain z which without making much ado, they 
than theirs. In ſhort, theſe are Men which 
Their Cloathing is like that of other Negroes, 


dur Men for all their old Coats, Shirts, Breeches, 
Fc. and all other old Cloaths ; and when Dreſ- 
kd in them, think themſel ves very fine. 

As to what farther relates to' their nm 
| ſhall not ſay much becauſe I am unacquainted 
with them; but if you take what hath been al- 


a Idea of the remainder, ' © * | Wy 

T do not believe they have much Religion. I 
aye obſerv'd them to be very Superſtitious, and 
that as well as others they have great numbers 
e Idols; but of what ſort they are, or what 
they believe concerning them, I was not able to 
That their Goyernment is not extraordinary, 
| obſery'd from the ſmall Reſpect they ſhewed 
each other; whence without fear of Hereſy, I 


for himſelf, without much croubling himſelf with 
t theFYKing or Prince; and that thoſe Gentlemen have 
Gal Mm 


©_ 


3 


before I made them 


g that I did not deſign to Trade, they al! 
rery humbly returned, Begging what I before 
offered them; but I told them I was not at lei- 


They are very ready to make us Preſents at 


ter-Prefent, or we will take our own back 
alily do, if our Preſent be not worth more 
io otherwiſe differ from Beaſts than in Shape. ' 
but very Poor and Wretched : For they deal with 


are conclude, That every free Perſon lives here 


Nd 3 only 
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lp the bare. Name of Royalty, without the 
Shadow of the thing it ſelf. 7 
The preſent King. like an honeſt Man, i ig or. 


der to rub through the World, follows the Trade 
a Smith to get his Bread; not negleQing 


other Perquilices, the chicfeſt. of which is les 5 


ting his Wives at a reaſonable Prize to the E. 
eans during their ſtay. there; . notwithſtanding 
with he is, as all the reſt are, a very poor May 
They are moſtly large, robuſt well ſhaped 
Men. They beſmear their Bodies with erh 
and Buffel's Fat anda certain ſort of Red Done 


OG 


er 5 
But che Caſe is different with a e 


| cel en content with every. Thing that is but 
Woman.. 
Lam apt 10 "think that the moſt part of the [te 
habe de rag chiefly on Hunting and FIRST ; 
for I dont belieye that they trouble themſelyes 
with Agriculture, nor did I ſee any Corn or 
his during my ſtay here; but inſtead of chat 1 
faw them eat immature Banacas roaſted at 
the Fire. They had alſo Jammes, . Fotatoęs and 
ſnalBeans, but in no great Plenty. x. 
Tbe Land doth not ſeem, very Nertile or. fit hy 
prod: Corn or Aber Feng. of the Earth; 5 


wt 


. I: Macs. a Sch h. W the 


8 5 po of the River 2 Prince's-lfland:; But 
| Or- WH ſor thoſe: Fruits whi grow on Trees, 
Trade have great plenty of an. -wherefore: W 
ecting I that their zer is belides what they eat with | 
is let- it, the Staff of their Li ð ͤ n 
je E. T bis River is prodigionſiy ſtocked with all forts 
nding ON of good. Fiſh, and Lafſare/ you we purſued them 
Map. yery cloſely, and catch'd ſo. many that we 
haped I zbondautly ſtor d our ſelves for- dur whole 
dbants Voyage. * 2 bh 178 TY IS 4 185 "SA 
glour, The Negrees manner of Fiſhing been is very 
<clally diverting” For paſſing along the River ſide in a 
near Canoa; and perceiving a Fiſh, they — can 
ure ta an Aſſaguay at him; which is ſo certain a way, 
pa that by: means of their Dexterity, it vet ſeldom 
, 2 8 8 B Ts. "24 £0 
readi- fore the Mouth: of — 4 ales we day ly 
N 15 ed Shoals: of large unweildy Fiſh. which 
dase ne call Mor Kiapers, | or: Northern Cupert; cha 
We Fa- they look more like a Species of Whales, Which 
ice, Of if they are ncx, it is certaly they ——— 


removes fron them. 


long, but 1 believs 1 have ſeen ſome longer. 
They cam ſo near our Ship, that we could ea- 
ſly reach them with a long Hole, ſuppoſing; them 


„do continue ſtill. If ve had a good Shoal-of theſe 
im and could brace them to, and guide them 
her); ¶ before our Ships, as we do Horſes to our” Wa- 
ſelves gons, 1 doubt not but WE mae always n a 
r Mil ſwift Courſe. 6 e 
bat 1 But to . this Direrüea to dure, and 
eden turn to our Subject. > © "= 
. and They Swim chiefly on the cotfroy ab the Wa- 


- 1M ter, having a young One or two near; them, 'who | 
fit to ſpringing up to the top of the Water; in ian 
F. atlgn 0 Their Ds __ above Water. They 


kealt Dd 4 | blen 
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Theſe Fiſn worgueſſed: to be den totty Fot . 


— _and pus rent a it as a Ship 
.  wunder Sails” 4 . gof Water they would 
euſily outdo the delt Water - works at Fontain« 
Alas And it is not leſs diverting than rare'to 
: ſee a number of theſe Fiſhes together. 
| The Land about this River. incredibly ahownh 
with wild Beaſts, eſpecially. Elephants,” Buffels 
and Wild-Boars.” 8 
As ſoon as we bad diſpatched our Aki u 
Prises 8 Illand, and carreen d our Ship, we failed 
down the River agfin in order to Anchor at the 
Sand: Punt, i. e. Sand Point, or ck, i. e. 
_ "South-nook 3 and provide our Selves Water, 
which is better there than at Cape Being 
advanced about an Engliſh Mile from this Place, 
we got ſight of an Elephant; which takin — 
ſame courſe with us, walked very gently: 
the River: ſide to the beforementioned Plat. 
"Where accompanied with my Captain and ſome 
of my Servants, we ſtept into a — 
end together, and immediately ſes: upon the Ele. 
t; but after having purſuec him very hard 
an Hour, we could not 'orertake him, but lol | 
| fight of him in a Wood. vs 
At the Writing hereof 1 Sod wn 
what a Riſque we ns. Hoe ardwhat Danger we were 
in; for not being above Ten or Twelve ſtrong, 
and not half of us provided with good Fire- Arm, 
we ſhould have attacked this Elephant if we could Wing 
have come at him; fondly imagining to "have 
fetched him down with two or three Shot; which 
I have fince found was what two or three hun- 
dred Men could ſcarce do: Thus we all-had res- 
ſdn to thank Heaven that we did not overtake0 
this Beaſt; for if we had, if not all, Fee Je 
_ Us. SORE Dead on Wee 
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BT. 5 Slave Coat. a 
In our return we met five Elephants together 
ibo looking on us, I ſuppoſe thought us not 


| Acknowledgment of their Civility, went on 
We lay three Days till before this Place, du 
og which time having no other Employment, I 
gent every Morning on Shoar in order to fall up- 
n ſome of the wild Beaſts, but not Elephants; 
which I had in a fort ſufficiently forſworn ſince 
uur laſt Adventure, But the wild Swine afford- 
xd ys the moſt Diverſion, and were what we 
chiefly intended to exerciſe our Selves on: And 


ge were ſo fortunate as to meet a Troop of 
above three Hundred. We began immediately 
to hunt them with utmoſt Fury, but having four 
legs to our two, they were too nimble for us, 


taly one, which we cut off from his Companions, 


Pay dear for lagging, ſince there was no other 
my of flying left him than into a Thicket, in 
which we purſued him fo cloſe, that in à very 


But he eſcaped us in the following manner. Be- 
ug come into the midſt of the Thicket, as tha 
we had been in a well built Garden - houſe or 


der to examine this Skeleton nicely; Which 
it leaſtſi ve found intire with the Teeth affixed to 
Js Head, which I cauſed to be taken out and 


n q n l a> = 2 


7 


yorth their Anger, and therefore ſuffered us to 
uß them without the leaſt diſturbance; and we 
pwaoing them ſtronger than we, were very well 
"7 and after pulling off our Hats in grate- 


xcordingly the ſecond Day that we came on Shoar, 


þ that they ſoon got out of our reach; except 
ad ſo beſet him, that he ſeemed obliged 18 


ſhort time he was likely to fall into our Hands. 


tower, .. we. tonnd a Skeleton of an Elephant; 
nd the ſurprize of this Adventure detained . 
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the hind; four Foot; the Head alſo four Foot 


whence you may conjeQure : how: large he way 


Beaſts are ſhot, and not mortally W 
fly ut the Men and kill them. 
*: We the eaſier believe this, becauſe about te 
Vears paſt, our Men going a Buffel-· hunting here 
one ot them being todo forward, let fly at a Bufſel 
but was immediately ſeixed, and had been killed by 
him, if one of his Camerades had not come to his 
Aſſiſtance; who notwithſtanding Eiring at the 
Buſſel, was ſo unhappy as to miſs him and mor 
rally: Wound his Companion, and, the Bufſel 
Jon trod out the/ſmall remainder; of :the:Snuffol 
bie: n obe i ien en 
This unhappy. Accident agreeing wich che Ne Fd 
Erne Report, made us rejoyce that we had mes. Iron fo 
Wich ſoch good natur d Buffehz; and immediate Me have | 
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W. Er. * Sweceg, 7 
dez d  reſoly'd never 3 the future to attempt the 
. Fork ſrphant and Buffel Chace; which Reſolution iq 
Wee 
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The Negroes to prevent ſuch Misfortunes, |; 

yore warily to work. They firſt obſerve No 
ice where the Buffels reſort in the e 
nd place themſelves on a high Tree, and as 


d hon as a Buffel comes they ſhoot at him from 
diſcos Pence. If they kill him and there is no danger 
near bw, they come down, and aſſiſted by ſome of 
ſence Companions. carry off their Game; but 3 


tey have not hit the Buffel they fir ſtin, an. 
kep e's of Danger. By which means they ſhoot 
Meral. : 

The Buffel's Fleſh here is very 9 9 1 by 


eve did 
l, 1118 
ſolence 


unded Maſon of the Meadow-Ground, about the, Sant- 

free. Mit, Fat enough. 

as ee WY Fhis is all chat 1 Could poſſibly dect in my 

x; deen Days ſtay here. Our Cruiſer after bavin 
en in ſome. Wood came. to us, and we Saile 


d dt 


| theſ 


lichored at n 1 Lopez, di Gonſalvez.. 
|, they 


Which as 
krmoſt Point of the Gulph of Guinea, ſituate in 
ime few Minutes of Sout Latitude, and Gabor 
rexactly under the Equinoctial Line. A lirrle 
path of Cape Lopez. #55708 the Country of An- 

which ſtretches ſeveral Degrees ſouthward. 
This Point or Cape is as much or mare viſited 
ly Ships than Gabon; for moſt of the Ships laden 
hich Slaves, come dieler to ſtore themſelves oy 
Water and Wood," with both” which it alw 
bounds ; and the inhabitants have always q quay: 
ties of the latter ready Got, _ which they Sell fa 
Map, that we. commioat Gore ive above a Bar 


ediate Fe hape for fetchig from 4 


| ly, | Fac! J 


der to e was Regiſtred i in its pro- 


peether out of the River, and three W | 


have before informed you is the ut- 


K Iron for ole Fat Water 
ih Mm "of he 5 77 | 
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only. And indeed, the Inhabirapts of both Pla 


r 


and a Bottle of Malt Spirits; but this is rather 


- ſelf with W ater and Wood by force. But t 4 


For the Negroes finding we did not pay then 


on which account it is far the 


Multitudes of Ships which daily touch here, no 


- as Wax, and at other times for larger Quan: 


which the Inhabitants live 38 long as any Sig 


called Olibatte. The Principal Men, or Grandees 


* 


. 
Place near the Ses · ſide. We generally indeed pa 
for the Liberty of fetching Water to the Ring 
or he who calls himſelf fo, three or four Knives 
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our Civility than any thing elſe, ſince there i 
no Ship ſo ſmall, as that it copld not furnihh it 


would, in my e, be very unreaſonable 
fince the Natives deſerve ſome Reward for thei 
Trouble; and it would alſo render it very in 
convenient to other Ships that come after us 


would not be very fond of ſellin 6 more Wood 


content them with a Trifle.  _ 
Ide Trade here, as well as at Rie de Ga 
conſiſts in Elephants Teeth, Wax and Honey 
with which it abounds; but by reaſon of the 


much. is to be expected; yet one of our Yacht 
this very Year dealt for betwixt three and foi 
thouſand Weight of Elephants Teeth, as we 


At Capt Laber there are a few Houſes, i 


are there; But their proper Dwelling-place is 4 
little beyond this Point, upon a River which; 


diſtinguiſh themſelves by the Names of King 
Prince and Admiral; tho' like thoſe of Gabe 
they are oblig'd to be contented with the Nami 


es agree ſo exactly, that Ido not believe the 
n is obſeryable herwixt their man 
ner of Living, except only, that the latter arg 
far. more: Cir and Gooverlyble thay be fo 
| I don 


BT. X. Slave Cas. 
don't think it neceſſary to ſay any more con- 
e King ning this Place, than that the Ships here meet _ 
Knives ih a good Road, if they are hut fo cautious 
s rathei to avoid ſome Sand-Banks, which are herea- 
e iMfouts, which yet are not dangerous in good 
rniſh it eather, ſince they are paſſable without Damage 
But thi High-Water, as we experienced. | _ 
ſonahleM have already told you, that the River Gabon 
or thei plentifully ſtored with Fiſh. * But this Place is 
rery inMearich'd with ſuch prodigious Shoals, that our 
fter usMCruiſer one Morning caſting his Net, caught 
ich a vaſt Quantity as would have ſufficed ten 


way te Air having paſſed three Days at this Cape, 
Nie heav'd in our Anchor and ſet Sail, deſigning 
Gabor the Iſle of Aunaboa; but the ſtrong Tide, 
which at this time of the Year winds in a Serpen- 
Dine manner towards the North, carry'd us be- 
re, now St. Thome, an Iſland belonging to the Portu- 
weſe ; which affords me an Opportunity to im- 
d foujert co you ſome Particulars concerning it, after 
as welWhaving acquainted yon, that tho? our Ships were 
Wcleaned, and in good failing Condition, we yet 
Pere driven above a half Degree Northward; 
ſes, lat another of our Company's Ships, which I 
y. Ship lad laden with Slaves at Fida, ard departed 
ce is Mithence three Weeks before me, came the third 
hich I ume to Anchor with me at Cape Lopez, and told 
andes, that he had been in one Degree and half 
King south Latitude; but that the Vehemence of the 
Gaben ride had (which is ſcarce credible) in one 
Nam Night driven him thro? the Line exactly before 
h Pla Gabor. * e S473 
ve tie” The Ifle of St. Thom? (and not of St. Thomas, 
man s ſome would have it, that being in America in 


ter are the Danes Poſſeſſion) was formerly in our Hands 


and we were oblig d to quit it by the continual 
Treachery of the Portugueſe, which fati 8 8 
5 N 25 e 3 N en, 


} | 


len, and by the greatMortalicy which then affid 
cen them; in which ſo many of our Country- er 


of the Durch · Church. yard. 


unwholſome Country, great Quantities of then 


in the very botteſt time of the Day, which of 


this it is, which, I believe, makes them look 


Practice, the longer continued, muſt neceſſarily 
tte more weaken the Conſtitution; for the Na- 


fertile Iſland, abounding, according to the Re- 
andgood arableLands, which yield Corn, Sugar and 
Cotton: Here are alio ſeveral Earth · Fruits and 
Trees, beſides great Plenty of Cattel, larger and 


irs Share of Terreſtrial Bleſſings, becauſe the 
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died, that this Iſland in Europe went by the Name 


The Fertugucſe, tho more uſed to this ſcorch 
ing Air, prove at this very time, that it is a very 


dying, and very few living to a great Age. 

The Natural Reaſon of which, in my Opinion 
ſeems to be firſt, the ſcorching Heat, which con 
tinues bere the whole Year; for one Point of i 
being ſituate juſt under the Line, it is eaſy to con 
ceive, that the greateſt part of the Year muſt be 
VVV 

© Secondly, that this Iſland chiefly conſiſts of 
Hills, the Valleys betwixt which are continuall 
filled. with a very thick and ſtinking Miſt, even 


neceſſity muſt condenſe and inflame the Air, and 
conſequently. render it very. unwholſome. And 
in the third Place we may add the exceſſive Phle 
botomy of the Portugueſe, which they have re- 
courſe to on the very leaſt Occaſion, ſome of em 
letting Blood above fifty times in a Year; and 


more like walking Ghoſts than Men: And this 
ture of this Country is not ſuch, as to ſupply them 
with haſty Recruits of freſh Blood. Excepting 
what hath been obſerved, this is a pleaſant and 


port of the Portugueſe, with freſh Rivers or Lakes, 


finer than on the Gold-Coaſt. It cannot but have 
0. 
wiſh 


5 = 
* 


b Clergy have two Convents here, according 


Nam fre is alſo a'Biſhop's See. © | 240 
| More need not be ſaid to prove this Iſland good 
ad proper to live in: For it is certainly true, 
tat theſe Ghoſtly Fathers never ſettle, where, 


ot co be gane. a 
[ſhall now bid adieu to St. Thome, with only 
"Wiquainting you, that all Ships, which, by rea- 
aof contrary Wind, cannot reach 11h del 
Mncipò, put in here for Refreſhments. 
Inſtead of Annaboa, being as I have already told 
s glsching it, becaaſe it is more difficult to fail to 
tfrom St. Thomòè than from Cape Lopez: But the 
Wind changing, and contrary to our Expectation 
getting the Tide with us, we were ſo fortunate in 


und of Annaboa. Hoa gpl 12} 1 
This Iſland is viſited by a great number of 


(urea, as thoſe bound for Eaſt-India and Angola. 
When the Eaſt-India Men fall below the Gulph 
Houinta (for they, different from our Account, 
reckon the Gulph of Guinea to take in almoſt the 
whole Coaſt) they put in here; and the Ships 
ound for Angola touch here, it being almoſt in 
, 1,097005 DIL IT ne 
Annaboa is ſo prodigiouſly ſtock'd with Cattel 
bd Fruit, that it far exceeds St. Thome and Prince's 
land in both; tho? tis much ſmaller, and indeed 
ot above half the Circuit of either of them. 
ke St. Thomè, it is almoſt always covered with 


ot fo unwholſome. But why it is more health- 
lu, 1 ſhall not preſume to determine; for the 


23 0 
BY 7 
the beſt of my Remembrance, filled with the 
uternities of St. Peter and St. Auguſtin. And 


rides Souls good, ſublunary Conveniences are 


pu fallen below St. Thome, we deſpaired of 


No Days time as to Anchor before the famous 


ſtips, as well thoſe which have been Trading id 


; thick Miſt : But if we may believe che Portigueſe, 


Air 


r * 4 * * ? 
1 
* 1 * 
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Air is almoſt the ſame, Annaboa being but abou 
one Degree and half m more South. 

The Land is here full as high as at St. Thome 
and in the higheſt a of it, according to th 
Report of rhe: Port ortugueſe, is a Lake of freſh and 

ery good Water, t which the Air is as cle 

bs 2 ſerereſt Autumns in Holland: But whe 
knows whether this be true? | 
The Pereagueſe have tilled the Plains to half 
up the Hills, for ſo far the Ground is good. By 
taking a view of this Iſland from below, it ſeen 
very dry and barren ; notwithſtanding which it i 

all over planted with Fruit-Trees, viz. Cocoes 
Oranges, Limons, Bakovens, Bananas, : Palm 
Trees and ſeveral others, whoſe Fruits are a 
pany and cheap. One hundred Coco-Nuts arc 

_ fold for a Rixdollir; a thouſand Oranges or Li 
mons at the AR and the other” From! | 
Proportion. yhom thi: 
Hogs, Sheep, Goats, Chicks, Ge. are tobe Name, te 
boug ht for almoſt nothing, conſidering that weſ(Cattel,” F 
ve them for all manner of old traſh Cloaths ame w hat 
Linnen and Woollen. In ſhort, here is the truehhabitant 
Amalthes or Cornucopia, of which the Antient tim ſo ha 
have faid ſo many fine things. would ver 

I The Inhabitants of this and are black, aud nd delive 
but a ſort of half Chriſtians, tho? they bear th But: it 
Name of Chriſtians; for if they can but read ſation, 
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Pater Noſter and Ave Maria, contels to the Priell:Wirunſporte 
and bring ſome Offerings wich them, they pal accoun 
for good Chriſtians. kſſors, th 
The White P ortugueſe of this Iſland eſteen land, wh 
them Slaves, by *. that they are the Deſcen u, ar 
dants of thoſe Slaves which they ſet on this Iſland N ould be 0 


They are all of them, without any Exception, when 
Thieves and Rogues, that will injure or defrauq r we left 
no Man more than they can. The Women ar; Beſides 1 


White Pri 


15. common _ Whores, which allure ant 
8 mille 


PET! XX. - SCM Y 
niſlead the A and except a very few, are 
nonſtrous, ogly and . farour d, a Monſiaur 
piunrbre has well obſerv'd it. 

The Government of theſe Peor 10 is entruſted 
in the Hands of a white Portagueſe, Who is ho- 
nord with the Illuſtrious Name of Governador. 

He who was honour'd with this high Poſt in 

ny time, was ſuch a great Den, that if I had 
deen charitable enough to have beſtowed the 
ums of a Crown upon him, be would have made 
o Difficulty of receiving it, nor thought it an 
Affront to his honourable CORY or om Gran-. 
eur of his Nation. . | 

His Subjects alſo Rood in ſocks awe of him| 
lat if 1 had but deſir'd them, they would cer- 
winly have broken his Head, and have deliver'd 
r Nie Iſland into our Poſſeſlion. For this Don be- 
ruits ing appointed by a Portugeſe Gentleman, to 
whom this Iſland belies; = as Renr-gartherer in his 
ame, to collect a Third of all the Inhabitants 
eitel, Fruit and Income; in order to ſecure 
omewhar for himſelf, he very fairly fleeces the 


Wim ſo hated by his black Subjects, that they 
ould very williagly be releaſed from their Yoak, 
„ and deliver the Iſlaud to another Nation 
But it would not indeed be ſerviceable to any 
Wation, without all its Black Inhabitants were 
tranſported thence; for whilſt they ſtay there, 
ea account of the leaſt Difference with the Poſ- 
kbrs, they would fly to the Hilly part of the 
land, which is ſufficieatly inacceſlibe to the Ex- 
Means, and from thence ſo gall them, that they 
ald be oblig'd to abandon it; as it happened to 
„ when we formerly were in poſſeſſion of! it BY 
r we left it on no other Account. 
Belides the Governador, | found here alſo two 
"ad Prieſts, whowere endowed with no other 
E e Qua- 


ure an 


mile 


Wlohabitants of a complear half, which renders = 


5 T 

* ? I 

I < 
ns. 


| Qualities than the profound Ignorance and Stupi. 


0 2 or 5 
the Favour; perhaps that it might not be Uefiled 


they would ſay a Maſs for ogg Varun 


med, that they belong'd to a mall Frexch Pyrate 
| which ſtranded there about ten Days before; th 


7 before our Arrival here, dhe eee, 


- 
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ba of the meaneſt of their Leighbours, except len, EXC 
only (which is indeed ſomething uncommanJatar f 
they could drink as much Brandy as Lcould Wine, 
or other Liquor. 

FS ws Wiſdom. was lodged in their cee 

IJ cannot indeed tell, whether they could 

ſince I did not ſee one Book they 
they produce one, 'tho' 1 ales 


had, nor won 


with my Heretical Fingers. 
They invited-us to come and ſee theie Church 
es, which we did, and found them very hand: 
June, and large enough for four times the Num- 
of Inhabitants on ho Iſland. Before we en- 
tred their Churches, we were all over beſprink- 
led with Holy Water; from which couplnde 
that it is not very dear here. 
They deſired a * af Wine of me "Y 


brate their MaGs withsl, which I gave them; and. 


they thereu promiſed: me (tho? anasked): tha 


after which I took Leave of em 
We ſaw here fore ſal]: Pieces of Canna 
and asking where they got them, we were infor 


Captain of which, with two of bis Men, Wat 
then upon the Iſlanßcg. 

TheſePyrates had robbd theGold-Coaft of fon ot; 
Gold, Slaves and Elephants Teeth. But two Da; 


er and a 


their Prey to be given to the 1 to car 
them and all their Booty to the French Iſlands. Tha: 
Pyrates — on this Contract, had bone agua Co 


E T. 
8 
len, except the Captain a 
pho deſigned to NE gone on board the laſt 
— the Galley's ſtay here ; but as they were 


And charged, if they valued their Lives, 
return back, which they were oblig'd to do, 


Goods. - 
ght ſerved ? Indeed, I think they were; and 


featment. 

After having ſtaid dere a few Dax refreſh, 
urſuant to the Director Generals Leave, we 
ered our Courſe towards Elmina, failing 
ntinually along the Line, without inclining 


a). ted to have met with a violent Heat here; 
ron the contrary found it fo cold, that tho? 
el clad, I could fearce bear the Cold. The 
nnooors, who commonly are not moved at a 
rifle, alfo cloathed themſelves very thick. Ex- 
reſſing my Surprize hereat, the Captain told 
% that about this time of the Year (being 
member) it was almoſt always ſo cold here, 


tc Line, and muſt be exactly over our Heads; 


1 


ler and a ſtiff Gale, which prevents our feeling 
ar, hade Heat of the Sun. | 
After ſeveral L Days ſailing forwards in this 
= — gueſſing that we were advanced high 
dugh to make the Coaſt, we ſteered directly 


1 2 Coaſt; but our Orders running to ſtay 


two more, —_— 


were welcom'd with 2 few Mosket | 


i nd had the Satisfaction of ſeeing Captain Kent ; 
zul up his Anchors and ſet Sail with all their 


What think you, Sir, WerencethdfTilains- 


ait deen my good Fortune to meet with 
hem, I ſhould not have given them any better 


ne Degree towards the South or North. I ex- 


withſtanding the Sun in that Month paſſes 
Wit the caſe lies here, we have always thick Wea- 


awards, and got fight. of Land about thd 
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Bench; but finding him endowed with a mor 
ſprightly Genius than his Country-Men, inſtea 
of ſelling, they brought him to the Frere 


Here is another Pagan Prince brought aver tg 


the Gold-Coaſt of Africa, who, after being along 
time inſtructed zin the Chriſtian Principles, ans 
| Lord's Suppen, on the 27th of February, from th 


4 Picture to the Bleſſed Virgin, to whoſe Pratebif 
on he ſubmitted his Territories, having made 


Convoy d home by two or three Men of War, und 
the Command of the Chevalier Damon. 


Now it is my Task to give you a ſhort Accoun 
of the Extraction of this pretended King, and t 


to ſeize all the Negroes that came on boar 
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no where, we ſailed along by the Shoar, pro-ourt. 
ceeding on our Voyage to Aſſinee, which the on 5 

French ſome time paſt took Poſſeſſion of; andi which 

that in ſuch a diverting manner, that I cannot οα O 
help imparting it to you. The Author of the nde him 

European Mercury for the Year 1701, obliges us um back 

with the following Relation of the Convertinę ore rela! 


of a Moriſb King to the Chriſtian Faith, in theſd 


the Cbriſtian Faith, namely Lewis Hannibal 
King of Syria (which he miſtakes forr Aſſinee) a 


Baptized by the Biſhop of Meaux, the King being 
his. Godfather, received the | Sacrament of tb. 


Cardinal de Noailles, and offered at the ſame tim 
that the 
Wilajeſty, t 
| rdinal 0 
ibouted i 
lourt was 
By this, 
de Negroe 
b delude 
which I do 
its Crec 
retended 
u their Re 
Sailing b 
here our 
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Hinten 5 fi 
rear Apoll. 
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Vow at his Return thither, to uſe his ut maſt En 
deavours towards the Canverſton of his Subject 
This Moriſh Prince departed on the 24th, of thi 
Mont h, in order to imbark at Port Lewis, and 


* 


Ihus far runs our aboye- mentioned Relatior 
acquaint you with what happened afterwards 
Some Years paſt the French were accuſtome 
them, and ſell them into the Weſt-Indies fo 


Slaves; amongſt which happened to be the be 
foreſaid Lemis Hannibal, Chriſtened by th 


Cour 


4 Wer. , 
2 
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Court,” where this Impoſtor pretended to be 
on and Heir apparent to the King of Aſſinee; 
y which means he ſo inſinuated himſelf into the 
od Opinion of the Court, that the King 
of the ade him ſeveral very rich Preſents; and ſent 
im back to his o.] Country in the manner a- 
ove related; but upon his Arrival upon the 
oaſt, he was diſcovered to be only the Slave of 
; Caboceer of Aſſinee ; to whom ſhortly after his 
rr Arrival he returned; and as I am credibly in- 
nibal WMhbrmed, inſtead of Converting his Subjects to 


e) „ chriſtianity, is himſelf returhed to Paga- 
„ T Bol yon] - 
> «1408 You may eaſily gueſs at the Reſentments of the 
7 beinench Court, after being ſo ridiculouſly Bubbled 
of tha Neproe-Slave © If yon conſider that by this 
om thWneans they have loſt their Aim, which was to 


ie timer footing on the Gold- Coaſt; and beſides, 


ate: fiat the pious Intention of his moſt Chriſtian 
nade IMlajeſty, to Convert a Heathen Prince, and Eſta- 


lim him on his Throge, were fruſtrated; the 


Cardinal de Noailles and the Biſhop of Meaux, 
of thiiboured in vain: And iu ſhort, the whole French 


(ourt was diſappointed of its Expectation. 
By this, Sir, you may ſee, that as ſtupid as 
tte Negroes are, yet ſome amongſt them are able 
bþ delude ſuch a wife Court as that of France, 
which I doubt not bur long ere this has repeated 
If its Credulity, aud a thouſand times Curſed the 
retended King of Syria. But to leave the French 
b their Reſentments, and purſue our Voyage. 
Sailing by Aſſinee we touched on the Gold-Coaſt, 
here our Companion the Cruiſer, called the 
leſchermer or Protector, Commanded by Captain 
hinten, found a Zealand · Inter loper called the 
rear Apollo, het wixt the Shoar and the Branden- 
ug-Fort; Which he vigorouſly attacked, and at- 
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ter a ſhort but warm Reſiſtance, took and brought 
her as good Prize to Elmine. 

This, Sir, is the end of my Voyage, and wil 
alſo be the laſt Letter that I ſhall write to you con 
cerning the State of Guinees.; What you have far 
ther to expect from me, is, as I have already tolc 
vou, the reſult of others Obſervations. I beg 

pprobation of the Oontents of this and a 


my aſſuring you I have written nothing tc 
my paſh af Truth, digeſted from my own Ob 
— If I am ſo happy as to pleaſe you ir 
this Attempt, 1 ſhall be far from thinking my 

Labour loft, that I ſhall conclude it doubly Re 


warded. 
"Theſe, Sip; eee 


that never will omit any thing which can rende 
you an agreeable Service; but is now and ſhal 
: —_— oY en, of the Hononrabl 


=> 
| rr thy Hen Se 
e W. BOSMAN 
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rought 
xd wil A Peter prion. of Rio OE or 
ne fall the River of BENIN; being 
dy , he firſt. Supplemental, or the 


I beg 
and al 


One and Twentieth Letter: 


s Chiratuing 4 * of Rio We, = 
es the River of Benin. The great u. 
ber of its Branthes, The Trading- Place 
43 Charch of the Portugueſe. The Ming 
F Benin's, great Opinion of himſelf. Our 
wee 8 Trading- Place. The Pirates of 
ES The Moraſs and Floaring-Land in 
> He 2 about the River, which 3s very Plea- 
| EE ant bat Unwholſc ome, and the reaſon why. 
oak The R 1 0 our Men on Ship- 
| veſs de Mariners, 
928 4 Ile Event which followed it. 
'* "TheCo ountry is very even and fall of Tyoes. 
g ©, Who are the. Ring of Benin's N =. 
The King's. $ lave an honorable 
Benin not very Populoas. "The Mes | 
2 Trad: Places, their Names, 
. Contitation an Gevernours. | Beſides 


m which, 4 fourth Trading-Place, where one 
— EK chiefe eft Commanders or Fallors ws 
On which accoum 4 double Re- 

ve . Was taken. The Benin Tubabitants 

1 pes 907 Natared, C wel, aud very 
e Ptople; who are "or to be 
 freated foals, 5 gently: Are very per, 

Be 4 | Filtdth 
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0 tinatious in their old C Fancy "Wh are 
| the Managers of their Trade. They are ve. 


Cizil-to Strangers, but Trearheraas to 
Ip other. Their Gover nous 8 very Cove- 


. ry There are three Eftates beſides the 


wi * 23 a” 


Ning; concerning the f. 7 ur We Power: 


Of \the ſecana, | their: 
We ing the bs f which 45 Puniſbod 


wich Death 3. f which ſome Examples. The | 


" thirdState. he manual Arts and Trades of 
the Commonalty. The Rich live very __ 
and are very Charitable to the Poor, 


_ Habits of the Negroes of both Sexes. Eid 


Pas Marries as many Wives as he is able 
x The manner of their Marriage. The 
. ads very Jealous. of their Wives, 
which they are abſolute Maſters. Three 
forts of Paniſhments for Adultery. Of 
Pregnant Women and their Delivery. The 
Wt find belong. to the Ring. Both 
Male and Female are C 8 — The 
-  Groaning-Treat. Twins. efteemed 4 good 
Omen, except at Arebo'; | The Cruelty of 
whoſe Inhabitants on that Occaſion, deſerib'd 
4d copfirm'd by ſome Inſtances. . A Su 


ge cred Grove, and their Opinions, concerning 1 1 
| "© "They are very Prolifick. Monſtrous | ve 
" Wowes eſteemed Unclean. 'The Negroes ff 


bere not ſo much afraid of . Death as. ot hers 
Their "Remedies in caſe of Sickneſs.” Phyſi 


5 wn clans not much valued and. how treated. 


" Who hath the Right of Inheritance, and is 
Ft OY. the Kine, 44 n ee 
ore: 
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Government... - Paniſh- 
much addicted. The Puniſhments of Mur. 
der, and their Diſt inctions concerning that 

. Crime: Five ſorts of Oatbs... How Fines 

... are diſtributed, Their Muſical Iuſtru- 

ments; they. Dance very well to the Harp. 

Are great. Gameſters. Their Religion ve- 

Y confuſed ; each particular Perſon bath 
bis ſeparate Prieſt. Their Notion of the 

., Deity, and their Ratiocinations on that 

Subject. They Worſhip Idols, and the 

Devil in the ſame Shape. Apparitions of 
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e Dayly and Annual Offerings. 
Their Sentiments concerning a future Lift. 


# 


88 r of Idols, and their Feſtivals. 
Their 

Sabbath. They celebrate the times of the 
Death of their Parents. Their diviſion of 
Time. Their Wars, and conjuſion therein. 
They are great Cowaras. I berr N. eapons, 


\ Which is their greateſt Feſtival.” 


4 ll Sorts of Game, and wild Quadrapeds. 
Great Baboons which fall upon Men. Great 


Plenty ef Feathered kind: But not ſuch 


ares of Fiſh; yet great Quantities © 


Tierrene and 2 Fruits. Of fe- 
928 veral Dy ing | Ingr 4 tents,” The. 0 
venue, wherein it conſiſts... 1 


8 
* 
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as of the: Town of Benin, :whigh is very 


lun aud well Built. Strangers not allon- 
ee Grunaees "which "follow 
Slaves, mor is it d Tranſport WP. 
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1 Their Tradeſmen, Ven The! 
8 - how Streets in the City. Slavery of the ing up t 
Women, which are fond of all Europeans e 
except the Portugueſe. A oe DeſcripMl are = 
tion of the Kim: 's Court, and the Coral. other. 
Feaſt, at which the Kyng is preſent. The a Lodge 
Author Audience of the King, His Por. which 1 
traicture. The War betwixt Are de Rouf pendant 
41d the Ring , which hath Razned the Ci Greas B 
of Benin; which is at preſent Waſt and — — 
Dees. Concluſion ff . Letter. tates, i 
King i +; 
nean 
8 I R. : 0 ate abo 
N Obedience to your e this in Territo 
Deſcription of the River of Benin. I dare noi large R 
ure you of your expected Satisfaction; bu The 
Would fain hope that my Endeavours, howevei Arebo, 
imperfect, being the utmoſt J can do, may meeſſ ver's Me 
with your favourable Reception: may ver 
About fifty Miles Eaſt ef: 474r«, are ſitua failing b 
the Cape and River of Formoſe,' otherways called beſides « 
Benin from the Kingdom of Giggs Beun, wit What 
which! it is encompaſs d. give yor 
T bis River ſhews it ſelf very 8 if entreq but its 1 
from the Weſt; for from Ardra the Land is ever to diſco 


and Woody: The Weſt Point is much higher 
and looks like a Rock with the Top cut off. Bu 


about a Mile wide; but failing farther up, is ye 
wider in ſome Places and natrower in others. 

This River ſprouts it ſelf into innumerab 
Branches; ſome of which are ſo wide, that the 
Yery well deſerve the Name of Rivers; _— th 


LET. XI. Kjnzdom of Great Benin, 
Banks of each of them are inhabited by a parti- 
cular Nation, govern'd by its own King. 
The Multitude of its Branches render the or | 
ing up this River ſo difficult, that a Pilot is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. = 
About a Mile and half from its Mouth thecs 
are two Branches about half a Mile from each 
other. Upon one of which the Portugueſe have 
a Lodge and Church at the Town of Awerri, + 
which is govern'd by its particular and inde- 
pendant King, who doth not treat the King of 
Great Benin any otherwiſe than as his Neighbour 
and Ally: Tho' that vain Prince ſhews no 
Marks Eſteem for him, nor any other Poten- 
tates, imagining that if he is not the greateſt _ 
King in the whale, . yet indiſputably in the G- 
nean World: That Part of it that is ſitu- 
ate above one hundred Miles beyond his own 
Territories, being as little known to him as the 
large Remainder of the Globe. 
he Common Trading Place here. i Is. called | 
Arebo, ſitudte above ſixty Miles above the Ri- 
ver's Mouth. So far, and yet farther our Ships 
may very conveniently come; in their Paſſage 
filing by hundreds of Branches of this River, 
beſides . ſome of which are very wide. 
What 1 have already hinted is ſufficient to 
give you an Idea of the Breadth of this River; 
but its Length and Source I have not been able 
to diſcover, no Negroe 7 able to give me an 
exact Account of it. But I believe its Branches 
extend into all the Circumjacent Countries; for 
[ have ſeen ſeveral. Men that came from Ardra, 
Calbary and ſeveral other Places, in order to 
Trade, which were taken on this River by the 
Robbers, and ſold for JS 8 5 
Theſe Robbers, or Pyrates, live: juſt at the 
288 of the Rirq, a and are called he * 


9 & 


A Deſeriptionof the LE T. XXL, 
of V/a. They are very poor, and live only on 
' Robbery; they ſail hence to all Parts of this 


River, and ſeize all that lights in their way, 
whether Men, Beaſts or Goods ; all which they 
ſell to the firſt that come hither, for Victuals, 


85 with which they are not at all provided. 


The Portugueſe informed me, that here was a 
Land Road which reached to Calbary, and one 
much more commodious by Water; that it was 
eaſy with a Canoa to get into the Circumja- 


cent Rivers, viz. Lagos, Elvei, Camarones and 


ſeveral others, beſides the River Folta, which 
laſt I can ſcafce believe, it being utterly impro- 
bable : But as to the former Rivers, they are 
ſo near the other, that it may be eaſily done, 
Several Miles upwards from the Mouth of the 
River the Land is every where low and moraſly, 


and its Banks all along adorned with great Num- 
bers of high and low Trees, and theCountry all a- 


bout it divided into Iflands by theMultiplicity of 
its Branches; beſides which, here are ſeveral 


forts of Floating Ifles, or Lands tovered with | 


Reed, which are driven by the Winds, or Tra- 
vadoes, from one Place to another,' by which 
means they often happen in our:way, and oblige 


us to ſteer a different Courſe,” on which Qceali- 
ons Pilots or Guides are very convenient. 


The River it ſelf is very pleaſant, but very 


nny holſome, as moſt of the Rivers on the 
Coaſt ſeem to be naturally, which I. am apt to 


think is occaſioned by the continual contagious 
Exhalations which hover about them; more 
eſpecially thoſe in low Ground and Moraſſes. 


Io which may be added another, and not 


leſs Plague: The innumerable Millions of Gnats, 
which the Fortugueſe call Muſquito's : For the 


Land, as I have already told you, being very 


cody, is infopportably poſtered with theſe 
| ” 1 Vermin, 
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LET, XXI. Xing dem of Great Benin. 
tack; us in whole LAGO, and ſting ſo ſevere- 
ly, that ſeveral Perſons have been ſo marked 


them. foes 14 VCC 
This Torment which deprives us of our na- 
tural Reſt, heightened by the Unwholſomeneſs 
of the Climate, continually occaſions a great 
Mortality amongſt. our Men. You very well 
know, That this is my Second Voyage to this Ri- 
rer; and that the firſt time I was here we lolt 
half our Men, and at preſent the Number of 
our Dead on board is not leſs, and the Remain- 
are der are moſt of them Sick, which ſtrikes ſuch 
eſt of them is afraid of his Life. 
aſſr, WM Five of our Sailors were ſo raſhly-Impious, as 
| to throw Dice who ſhould Die or Live to 
11 a- come out of this River. They over-perſwaded 
y of may eldeſt Servant to throw for his Chance with 
eral them, and the higheſt Caſt being eſteemed ſafeſt, 
vith he threw Eleven. . 22 re gh ee =- 8 
ra- And it is really Remarkable, that this Lad is 
hich vet alive; but the other five Died all in the Ri- 


lige ver of Benin. e Bork ben ercatebn 
All- Bating the ſaid Contagion of the Climate, 


with Puſtules, that it was impoſſible to know 


one, DN Terrour into the Sailors, that the 


this is a. very deſirable place of Trade, bf 


* 1 


Vermin, eſpecially in the Nights, when they at- 


ery I reaſon: of the Pleaſantneſs of the River and 


the adjacent Country, which is very even Ground, 


% without Hills, and yet riſes by gentle Degrees, 
ore World; which is yet improved by the Multi- 


N or were deſignedly planted in that Order. 


ats | 4 ; ö 0 . 4 2 
the I bovring Country have ſeveral Princes z and in- 
ery NN deed, cach ſmall Nation is governed by his own 


eſe King, tho all of them are Vaſſals to the King of 
38 „ 5 Benin, 


tude of Trees which ſtand ſo regular, as if they 


The Inhabitants of this River and the Neigh- : 
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Benin, except thoſe of Awerri, where the Portu- 


gueſe live, and the Pyrates of V/a, both of whom 


would never yet ſubmit to his Yoak. 
They are all Free-Men, notwithſtanding 
which they are treated as Slaves by their King, 


and are ſo far from taking it for an Unhappine 4 


that the Title of the King's Slave is a diſtin- 
Ob heres of Honour amongſt them. 
is a prodigious Number of People, yet 


in proportion to the extent of Land, and upon the 


compariſon with Ardra, this Country i is not po- 


pulous. The Towns are widely diſtant from 


each other, as well thoſe near the River as far- 


ther in-land. 


There are at a three ovine Towns 
where we Trade, and whither all the Neigh- 


bouring in-land' Negroes refort, ef] pecially when 


we have caft Anchor there. | 
Fon firſt of theſe Villages is Boededoe, con- 
about fifty Houſes or 

— eed and Leaves. It is governed by a 
Vice-Roy, and ſome Grandees appointed him, 
who, under the King, and in his Name, govern 


the whole Diſtrict of Land: But their Authority 


doth not extend beyond things of ſmall Impor- 
tance, as Civil Cauſes and the faiſing Taxes for 
the King; but if any thing conſiderable happens, 
or any Capital Crime is committed, they are 
not permitted to decide it, but muſt ſend to 
Court and wait their Orders. © 

© Arebo, the ſecond Village, which i is ſituate 


much farther np the River, is a fine large ob- 


long Town, indifferently well furniſh'd with 
Houſes and People. The Houſes are much lar- 


ger than at Boededoe, tho? built in the fame man- 

. ner. This Place and its dependant Country 
is, 28 well as the former, {my by a Vice- 
7 | 
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ET. XXI. Kjngdow of Great Benin: | 
Some Years . paſt here were two Lodges or 
factories, one of which belong'd to the Engliſh, 


had their particular Factors and Truſtees, called 


the -Exgliſb not having traded here for many 
Years, their Lodge is fallen down and demoliſh- 
ed, and their Factors and Brokers er ama 
with ours. 

Agatton, the third Village, 


was formerly a 


o much by the Wars, that it lies in a manner 


owns the River, juſt joy ned to the firm Land. 
eigh- WM The remaining Ruins diſcover it to have been 
when MW very large Village, much more agreeable and 


tealthful than the others are : for which reaſon 


con- N che Negroes employ their utmoſt Diligence in the 
built MW:e-building of 1 * It is enyironed wirh all ſorts ot 
by a fruit-Trees. 

him, Hereabouts are ſereral ſinall Villages, whoſe 
vera ¶ lahabitants come hither at every conſiderable 
YTity Market, which is held here for five Days. A Day's 
por- WW journey: by Land from Agattan is the City ar 

s for Village of Orea Benin, the Reſident. of the King: | 
dens, But more of this hereafter. 

are I muſt not here omit a certain Village, where 
d to Ive formerly Traded, which is called Maiborg, 
P rebably borrowing its Name from that of one 
nate Wof our Factors. 


ob- Several Years paſt our Cotpeay had a conſis 
derable Factory and ſome Servants here. Their 
lar- laſt Factor here was N. Feeld/nyder, who made 


bis Brutality. 


aud the other to our Company; each of them 


n Portugueſe Mercadors and Fiadors 3 — ah laſt 
of which are here but a ſort of Brokers. But 


conſiderable Trading Place, but hath — 5 


raſte at preſent, It is ſituate on a ſmall Hill i in 


himſelf to be hared by the Nalines by reaſon of 5 


Beſides W he caſt lier Eve on one 
of the Negroe Governor's Wives, which he ra- 
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| er and 3 5 ee hes 8 His- 


band, he that reſolv'd to take his utmoſt Satis- 


faction of Beeldſnyder, and came againſt him with 
2 Party of armed Men, deſigning” to have his 
Life; but he defending himſelf in his Flight, 


narrowly eſeaped on board one of our Ships, 


which then lay there, but was withal dange- 


rouſly wounded. He was no ſooner come on 


board, than he failed ont of the ſight of his Pur- 


ſuers, but one of his Wounds proved ſo fatal, 
that thro' the Uaskilfulneſs of the Surgeon he 


died of it. 


rei. N. whonad then the Company Dire. 


dor General on the Coaſt, and was not fully in- 


formed of the Merits of the Cauſe, did not let his 
Death paſs unrevenged, but immediately ſent a 
Lacht, reinforced with Elmina Soldiers to Benin, 


with ſtrict Orders to take the utmoſt Revenge for 


the Murther or Maſſacre, as it was termed: Theſe 


Soldiers fo rigorouſſy executed, or perhaps 


ſtretched their Commiſſion, that they killed: er 
took Priſoners, every Perſon of the Villag 
that could not make their eſcape. W 

The King of Great Benin "being: informed: of 
this, and the Author of the Maſſacre, ' was not 
content with the Revenge which our Director 
had taken, but commanded the Perſon, who was 
the Occaſioner of the Maſſacre, to come to him; 
and tho” he had defended the Honour of his Fa- 
mily, and was conſequently very excuſable, yet 


the King cauſed him and his whole Race, to the 


third and fourth Generation, to be cut to pieces, 
which Cruelty was executed, in order to juſtife 
himſelf, not only with reſp to the Action, 
but alſo the very Knowledge of . 

The dead Corps of theſe miſerable Wretches 


were thrown upon the Dunghill as a Spectacle, 


to be FOR by the Wild Beaſts; and their 


Pa, Houſes 


are gene 
agree wi 
ſo many 
pe 
Nai 
obliged. 
or Cloat 
quently 
vYaneemK 
dur Pro 
our Mei 


þ 


LET. XXI Xe , Great Benin. 
Houſes were razed to the Ground, With ſtric 


— Orders, that they ſhould never be re: built. We 
"WF fading the King fo zealouſly intereſted for us; 


have ever ſince continued our Trade 3 1 


lieh. The Inhabitants of :Gyear: Benjware general 
Shi -natur'd and very civil, from whom it is 
— ng eaſy to obtain whatever we deſire by ſoft means. 


deavour to recompence them doubly; and if we 
rant any thing, and ask it of them, they v 


themſelves. it 
they-are fur in che big he, W kiped tit 


But 
y in- their Courteſy ſhould ' be ror with Civility, 
2 and not with Arrogance or Rudeneſs; for to 
ſent z Mthink of forcing mh . from them, We to 
Benin | pub Pas the Moo | 
is for | arev 7 prompe its Voliveſs, and will 
Theſe not fu er any of their antient Cuſtoms to be a- 


rhaps bolifed 3 in which; if we comply with them 
d, or they! are very caſy''to deal with, and will at . 
illage de 1 in any ng? on their Part requilite 


{2 $1 


cd of | But what is — of all Ds they uy «ae 


s not M17 tedious in Dealing. Many times they ha ve 4 


eQor Stock of Elephant's Teeth by them, which we 
o was are generally eight or ten Days before we can 
him ; MW gree with them for: But this is managed with 


is Fa- MW © many Ceremonious Civilities, that it is im⸗ | 


, yet poſſible to be angry with them. 
o the Another Inconvenience, which really dect 
ieces; Complaint, is, that at our Arrival here, we are 


iſtific ¶ obliged to truſt them with Goods to make Panes 
tion, or Cloaths of; for the Payment of which we fre- 


lat make them liberal Preſents, they will en- 


ſeldom deny 8," tho? they _ rpg. for ir | 


NS 
} 


dener d ſo long, that by reaſon of the Ad- 


eches vaneement of the Seaſon, the Conſumption: of 


acle, our Proviſions, and the Sickneſs or Mortality of | 


their I our * * we are * to depart without our 


ouſes ES Money: | 


. n 


h 

. 
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Money: But on the other hand, the next time 


: N L 56h hk 
. The Perſons which treat with us 
| — gare ſuch as are thereto appointed by the 


and theſe ate the only Merchants with which we 


ſome ſorts of Cuſtoms to theſe Brokers and the 


c 
Ihe Natives here ſeem very civil to each o- 


mutual Services: But this is bare Complement, 


certainly accuſe them of ſome Crime or other, 


Share in the Government, always pretend to 
be poorer than they really are, ia order to eſ- 
Ape the rapacious Hands gf; their Superiors: 


wal Civili 
their Pro 
mly feign! 
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Joyvernment, and are called by the above- 
mentioned Names of Mercadors and Fiadors; 


deal: This Cuſtom having obtained; by reaſon 
that theſe Factors can ſpeak a miſerable ſort. of 
Portugueſe, which qualifies them to talk with us. 
This is their only Excellency, without which 
they would be look d on as the very Scumof their 
Country-men, and not thought worthy a Name 
among ,, e 30470 
At our Arrival here, we are obliged to pay 
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Governors, which are ſo inconſiderable, that 


* ** 


they are hardly worth mentioning. 
ther, and omit no Opportunity of offering their 


For they will not truſt one another, but are jea- 
louſly Prudent, and very reſerved, eſpecially in 
the Management of their Trade, Which they 
diſpatch with utmoſt Secrecy, out of fear of be- 
ing repreſented as great Traders to their Go- 


vernors, who, upon ſuch a Diſcovery,” would 


id 1ndee 
ery thin 
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in order to poſleſs themſelves, tho never ſo un: 
juſtly, of the Effects of theſe rich Merchants. 
And here, as well as every where elſe, tis caly 
to find a Stick to beat a Dog withal. ; Where: 
fore thoſe who are out of Power, and have no 


« | 
Tius obliges them: all to a coning fort. of mn; ſhe King, 


LEE r. XXI. Kjngdow of Great Benin. 
time al Civility, in order to avoid Accuſers: And 
heir Profeſſiods are very rarely ſincere, but 


[ have obſerved here three States, beſides the 


;Law and Bridle to his Su 


bem dare pq nn sten 
Next him the firſt and higheſt State is compo- 


* 
5 


5 


great Men, which are always near the King's 
erfon ; and any Perſon that wants to apply to 
lis Majeſty, is oblig d to addreſs. himſelf firſt to 


t and return his Anſwer. But they are ſure 
v inform him only of what they pleaſe them- 


hich may the more eaſily happen, becauſe, ex- 
ept a very few, no Perſons are admitted into 
e King's Preſence, much leſs allowed to ſpeak 
The ſecond State or Rank is compoſed; of 


lings. Some of which preſide over the Com- 
vnalty, and others over the Slaves; Tome over 
litary . Affairs, others over the Affairs rela- 


Ind indeed here is a particular Super viſor over 
ery thing that can be thought of. 


untries which are ſubject to the King. Theſe 

re all under the Command of, and reſponſible 

the three great Men on all occaſions. . 
They obtain theſe honourable: Poſts. by, th 


Ling, which governs abſolutely, his Will being: 
Decke, Which none of 


kd of three Perſons, called here great Lords or 


gem, and they undertake to acquaint him with 


tives, and conſequently in the King's Name 

hey act as they think fit; ſo that in reality the 

jhole Government pay wp ſolely on them; 
uy 


boſe which are here called Are de Ree, or Street | 


ing to Cattle and the Fruits of the Earth, G 


. 
Out of the Number of theſe Are de Roes are 
tofen the Vice-Roys and Governors of the 


S.. 

commendation: of theſe: three Lords: And 

e King, as an Enſign of this Honour, preſents 
Ss F.f2 "© 
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each of them witlia String of Coral, that being 
equivalent to the Arms of an Order of Knight- 
hood. This String they are obliged to wear conti- 
_ __ mually about their Necks, without ever daring 
to put it off on any Account whatever. 
—TPorif they are ſo unhappy as to loſe it, or 
| careleſsly ſuffer it to be ſtolen, they are p/o fats 

_ Irreprievcably'condemned to die. | 
For the Confirmation of which I can give you 
two Inſtances, to one of which I was witneſs; 
viz... A Negro, who thro' Inadvertency had ſuf 
fered this Chain to be ſtolen” from him, ane 
without delay was executed, as was alfo the « 
ther who acknowledged himſelf guilty of the 
ſaid Robbery, beſides three more which were 
privy to it, and did not timely: diſcover- it 
Thus five Men were put to Death for a; Chain ol 
Coral, that was not intrinſically worth Two 

pence. NT Hr JO 217 can 
The ſecond Inſtance happened about the Yea! 
1700, and was ſomewhat more extraordinary 
At that time there lay near me before the Vil 
lage of Boededoe, two Portugueſe Ships or Bark 
one of which yy ng before us, but the oth 
was obliged to ſtay a Month or two after me 
in order to get in his Debts; which coming it 
very ſſow ly, the Captain reſolv'd to cauſe ati 
ador, that was his greateſt Debtor, to be 2 
reſted in his Ship; but when he attempted it, th rom 
other reſiſted, and endeavonr'd to eſcape; au that the! 
Anring the Scuſſſe with the Sailors, the Pilot this "Con! 
caught hold of his Chain of Coral, broke it i wear this 
pieces and threw it over - board, which ſo di with ſom 
pirited the Fiador, that he let go his hold ang you, they 
ſurrendred himſelf immediately. But ſometin Beſides 
aatter finding the Pilot aſleep, and having gotteWalſo reck 
2 Blunderbuſs he ſhot him thro the Head, anf fulladors, 
thus oblig d him to exchange his natural for fg 
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LET. XXI. Kjngdomof Great Benin. 


not yet ſatisfy'd, but afterwards wounded the 


dead Body in ſeveral Places, and then threw | 


way his Knife, adding, That he had nom rakes 
his © Revengt, aud that it m perfect in 


different to him what they did with him : For con- 
tinues he, When my Coral was thrown pver-board, 
I was a dead Man; aud at preſem I am in the 
ſame Condition. The Portugueſe did not 
renture to puniſh him, but deliver d him to the 


Governor of the Place, wh dilpatehd him to 
the King; and the Bark departing, his Majeſty 


committed him to cloſe Priſon, in order to 
puniſh him very ſeverely in the Preſence of the 
next Portugueſe that ſhould come thither. 


This very Year I ſaw the Negros; and | juſt 


won my Departure two Pertgaeſe Ship 
me with Orders to demand Juſtice” * 


their murthered Pilot. How they ſuecceeded 1 ; 
cannot ſay, becauſe I left that Place immediate - 
after. But that it coſt the Negroe” his Life, | 


* 3 


$ undeniable. © 


The King keeps theſe Corals in his own Fat. 


Ron ; and the Counterfeiting, or having any 
of them in Poſſeffion without his Grant, is 
puniſhed with Death. They are made of a fort of 
pale red Coctile Earth or Stone, and very well 


glazed, and are very like ſpeckled red Marble, 
From the laſt Relation it is eaſie to infer, 
that the Fiadors are the third Rank or State of 


this Country; for no. Perſon is permitted to 
wear. this Coral, unleſs honoured by the Ki 
With ſome Poſt; ſince, as 1 have already tol 
you, they can have it only from the King, © 
SW Beſides the Fiadors, under the fame Rank are 
alſo reckoned the Mercadors, or Merchants; 
Fulladors, 


* 


\ Es. - , 
3 


adors, or Interceſſors ; the Veilles, or El. 
s | EA * F Ff 3 1 yy - Bos ders 3 
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ders; all which are diſtinguiſhed by the above. N eral Pe 


Rich is Beef, Mutton or Chickens, and Jammes 


it. They frequently treat one another, and 


ſmoak d or dry d Fiſh; which, if ſalted, is very 
like what we in Europe call Raf and Reckel. 


mentioned Mark of Honour. es 
And befides theſe three, I know of no other 
Offices or Dignities; wherefore the Commonal- 
ty take place next; very few of which are la- 
bhorious or induſtrious, unleſs it be thoſe who are ¶ that her 
wretched poor: The others laying the whole Gare ſuc 
Burthen of their Work on their Wives and {remarka 


obtain 


blaves, Whether it be Tilling the Ground, Spin- „They 


ning df Cotton, Weaving of Cloaths or any o. Nef all for 
ther Handicraft; whilſt they, if they have but * prod 
the leaſt Stock, apply themſelves to Merchandize ons, and 
alone. Here are very few. Manual Arts, beſides I in this 1 


MWeaving, practiſed or underſtood, The Chief only in 


Workmen here are either Smiths, Carpeaters W mongſt 8 
or Leather-Dreſſers; but all their Workman - The E 
Ahip: is fo. very clumſy, that a Boy that has oamenta] 
been but one Month learning in Europe would of the N 
CCC oY bo {hog jet mongſt t 
Ihe Inhabitants of this Country, if poſſeſſed i Cloath a 
of 1 Eat and Drink very well; that which fe: 
is to ſay, of the beſt. The common Diet of the wear a ff 
monly à 
which - t 
middle; 

Yard lon 
which is 
ſomew ha 
Coaſt. 1 
naked. 
appear A 
2 courſe l 
a great Pt 


for their Bread, which after they have boiled, 
they beat very fine, in order to make Cakes 


impart a Portion of their Superfluity to the Ne- 
ceſſitonss. OY 


The meaner Sort content themſelves with 


: 


Their Bread is alſo Jammes, Banane's. and 
Beans; their Drink Water, and Pardon-Wine, 


which is none of the belt. _. The Richer Sort wear like 
8 Water and Brandy, when they can get] The m 
. The King, the great Lords, and every. Ge- Coarſe ea 
vernor who is but indifferently. rich, ſubbilt ſe. ſtances. 


they wear 


1 veral It 


ö e Beale... 

— Poor _ their Place of Reſidence on their 
_ . Charity; employing thoſe” who%are fit for Any 
other Work, in order to help the 1 fon Maintaina | 
zonal- © and the reſt they keep for God's ſake, and to 
re la- obtain the Character of being Charitable; 5 
10 are that here are no Beggars. And this necefury 
hole Care ſucceeds ſo Well, that we do! not ſee many 
and remarkably poor amongſt Then 100 ot 

They are'very'liberat in all mutual preſents 
of all ſorts of Goods, and they give the Enyopes 
a; prodigious Quantities of refteſhing Proyiſi“ 
ons, and bro than they really want; nay, ſome 
In this Particular give beyeue* e bilitys 
only in order to acquire a Been Rep epuration' * 
mongſt Strangers. = Ni OM © M935 3; 

The Habit of the Wied here is neat, or- 
namental and much more magnificent than chat 
of the Negroes of the Gold- Coat. The Ricka- 
mongſt them wear firſt a white Calico or Cotton 
Cloath ahout one Yard long, and half fo Wor 
which ſerves them as Drawers'; over that th ey 
wear a ſiner Mhite Cotton dreſs, that is com> 
monly abdut ſixkteen or twenty Vards long, 
which / they very ornamentally pleat” in the 
| middle, caſting over it a Scärf of about a 
aud Yard longvand two Spaus broad, the End of 
Ne- which is add with Fringe or Lace, which is 
N ſomewhat like che Female Negros on the G- 
with Coaft. The upper Part of their Body is moſtly 
very naked. Theſe are their Cloaths in which they 
ckel.ſ appear: Abroad; but at Home they wear only 
and] courſe Paan inſtead of Drawers, covered wih 
ine, a great e Wonen e Which they | 
Sort wear like a Cloak 95 


2 they wear is much coarſer=- And as to Eine or 
Go-if Coarſe: each Ren is. gotern duby his Circum- 


ſt ſe- | axon 219611 bin r O i 29097 e Fry! de e 
* 8 © "The 


The mean Sort go 1 Qtoathed ; but the Stuff 
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2 The Wives of | the great Lan wear r. es 


5 is carered with 


- 
me 
1 7 N 


oven in this Country, Which 

and; very beautifully 9 ety 
ral Colours. - Theſe Pazns, or Qoatbs are nut ve- 
long, and are buckled. together Hike thoſt 


WI ah are wore at Eda, but wich this difference; 


che 1 * "Ru is . N n 


beauci 
Var long, A ro ier ches hh 
Women Wear an che Geld- Coaſt. Their! bo 
e Adorned with Neck-laces of Sol, very 
agrecably.. Diſpoſed. or. Plaited,; Their At 
are dreſſed vp with bright Copper or Iron: Arm: 
rings; as are alſo the Legs of ſome of them, and 
het ers are as thick crouded with! Copper: 


Wige as they can poſlibly wear th em. oſt 


Tü fer Out, Sc, they look. pretty tolerable, ſtouſe+ 


and may paſs for ſuch for want oi bettet. 
The meaner ſort. of Women as well a the 
of the ſame Condition, differ ſtom the 


Rich only in the goodneſs of their Claaths. 


Almoſt all the Children go Nekedz, the Boys 
till they are ten or twelve Veats old, and the 


Girls rill Nature diſcovers their . III 


then they, wear nothing but ſome Strings of Co- 
ral. twiſted about their Middles, which is yok 
ſafficient to hide their Nudities. 

The Men dont Curl or Adern their Bain, 


but content themſelves with letting it grow in 


its natural Poſture, except huckling it ia two or 
three Places in order to hang a great Coral to it, 
But the Women's Hair is very artificially turned 


up into great and ſmall Buckles, and divided on 


the Crown of the Head, like a Cock's Comb in: 


verted; by which means the ſmall Curls are pla- 
5 944 1 cxatt * | * * their Hair 1ntq 


twenty 


„ 


whether 
ne keep 


fagy have 
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3 more — ite — a8 
x0 be either thick or thin... Some % 
— the Oyl which they Roaſt: one of the 
Kernels of Oyl- Nuts, by which means it loſes 
ts black Colour, and in proceſs of time turn 

o a fort of Green or Yellow, that they are 
rery fond of; notwithſtanding which in my. 
Opinion it looks hideoufſfr. 

The Men here Marry'as many Women as their 
Circumſtances will allow them to keep. They 
have ſcarce any, or at moſt very few Marriage 
Ceremonies. amongſt either Poor or Rich; ex- 
rept only that one treats the Brides. Friends 

nore ſplendidly chan the other. nne 

tn ——— commonly made in the 
following manner. If a Man likes a Virgin, he 
licorers bis Paſſion! to one of the: moſt-conlide- 
able amongſt his Relations; who repairs to her 
Houſe:and asks her of her Re Wh ik 
de is not before Promiſed, ſeldom deny his Re. 
weſt: The Conſent then of the Relations or 
Parents thus obtained the Match goes vn, and 
the Bridegroom Cloaths his future Bride with a 
rich Suit of Cloaths; Necklaces and Bracelets; 
ind after having haridfomly treated the Relations 
on both aden the Wedding is ended withont 
uy farther Ceremony. The Treat I now ſpeak 
of, is not per formed at the Houſe of the Bride · 
room, or indeed any other; but the Victuals 
ud Drink i is dreſſed and er aud doch hath 
us part ſent home. 

The Negroes aue very Jealous of: 7 Wives 5 
vit their on Country- men, but not in the leaſt 
fith reſpect to us; for they are very little oon · 
cerned at our Converſing: with their Wives, 
vhether we rally, ;ſit or Ape by them, provided 
ve keep within the bounds of Modeſty: Nay, 


eee ee 


TS a4 b 7 
— 


„ % Deſripnian of be LET. XXII 
that When we Viſit them, if their Affairs call 
them amay, they not only leave us alone with, 


but recommend us to their Wives for Diverſion 
whilſt: they are out: But no Male Negros is al- 
lowed to come near the Women's Apartment; 
— 4 is a" lden 1 Eridily 6blevved: by 
them. n | 

All the ee betoviate the Wives ad the 


great and thoſe of the meaner Sort, is that the 
_ © Hatter go every where, where their Work obli⸗ 


ges them; but the former are almoſt always ſhut 
up very cloſe, to obriate all 'occalions of. Trans- 


Selon. a. 1: Flo 
If a Man be in his 3 conc 


Sake GET 


by ſome of his Wives, and receives a: Vilieftom 


any of his Acquaintance; the Wives immediate 


wo 


> hut nd e w fond 


338 In 


Jy. retire to another part of the Houſe, that the) 
may not be ſeen: Doo! if the Viſitants are Ex. 
vopeant, they continue wich their Husbands, b 


reaſon it is their deſire; hom they aſe all Artz 
to pleaſe, becauſe their Happineſs depends on 


ther: of For the Men are hete en Maſters of 
their Wwe. 120118 245 


* N 


| 1 21 1 5 


Adultery is here Puniſh's three ſe ſeveral ways: 
Firſt: amongſt the Commonalty in the following 
manner If any of them is ſuſpicious of > 
Levity«ofi an of his Wives, che tries all poſſible 
means to ſurprize her in the Fact, without which 
he canuot Puniſh her; but if he ſucceedsmathis 


Endeavonts, he is thereby lawfully entituled to 


all the Effects of her Paramour, whether conſiſting 


in Slaves, Boeſies (their Money) Elephants 


Teeth; :or:any other Mercantile Commodity; 
all which he may immediately Seize and perfect. 


Jy Uſe, Qccupy and Enjoy as diis own. The of- 
fending Wife is Puniſhd very heartily with a 


Cadel, uud driven out of his Houſe to ſeel 


vich othe 
very ſeld 
The A 
aſcribe te 
which. it 
much in 
could ob 
mer. 
"'E bey 

in obſcen 
lie ve ĩt te 


beats 4 


+ x | 
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her at leaſt). to learn. g on es CT en 
Thus far extends the poor Man's Satisfaction. 
The Rich revenge themſelves much the ſame way; 
but the Woman's Relations to avoid the Scandal 
which might thereby accrue to their Family, re- 
concile. the: offended Husband with a good. Sam 
of Money, and thereby preyail upon him to ad- 
nit her to Grace, Which they generally do; and 
ten the thus attoned Adultereſs paſſes for as vir- 
panied Minous a Woman as before her Crime; and is alſo 
efrom r the future treated with. all Matrimonial 
diate · ¶ Fadearments iu her turn, a8 well as his other 
VV ² *˙* —˙ - EARS ne fra 
e EA. Thecovernors Puniſh Adulterers more feyere- 
S, by; for if they ſurprize any Debauching their 
Artz I Wives, they kill both them and their Para- 
ds og nours on the very ſpot where they, committed 
ersof the Crime, and throw their dead Bodies on 
„ Donghil, co be expoſed 2 Prey 0 wil 
wing Theſe ſevere. Puniſhments of Adultery amongſt 
f the all ranks of People, deter Men from medling 
ſible MW wich other's Wives. ſo much, that this Or ine is 
vbich very ſeldom-Committed bere. 
inch The Negroes are very Libidinous, which they 
ed to aſcribe- to their Pardon- Wine and good Eating, 
iſting which. invigorates Nature: They are indeed 
bant's much in the right as to the laſt, but I never 
dity; fl could obſerve any ſuch great Virtue in the for- 


ried mer,. 9 IS I es rH at Ih, TMs it 
ie of · hey are not enclined to talk of Procreation 


ich ain obſcene or too expreſive Terms; they He _ 


lieve. it to be deſigned by Nature for obſcure Re- 
(reats; and therefore very improper ta be er 


. 4 

; w r 
* * „ 

: > * * 


lick Joy. 
Muſick. 


of in broad terms: But he that can cleanly ex 


preſs this Sybje&t in well meaning Hints, aſk 


Imaiediately informed thereof, ho cauſes 18 


for a Wit. Hence each of them aims at diver- Task for 
ting Fables or Similitudes tending this way. Iten, fea 
\* The pregnant Wife is not allowed even the Dead; W 
Matrimonial Careſſes of her Husband till ſhe isn or 80 
Delivered; after which if a Male Infant it is pre- dren. 
ſented to the King, as properly and of right be. In all 
longing to him; and hence all the Males of thel births ar: 
Land are called the King's Slaves; but the Fe-, wher: 
males belong to the Father, and live with him, treat the 
_ according to his Pleaſure, till they are of Age; toufly; 
after which he Marries them, when, and to whom Infants, 
I ̃ ᷣð ß ̃¾ↄ— ,, 
._ Eight or fourteen Days, or ſometimes logger dear the 
after the Birth of their Children, both Males and be more 
Females are Circumciſed; the former are hereby off his V 
| hereft of their Prepuce, and the latter of a ſmall place; k 
Portion. of their Clitoris. Beſides which they ef Rede 
make ſmall Incifions all over the Bodies of the I- factory 
fants, in a fort of regular manner expreſſing fone I quires. 
Figures thereby; Hut the Femalts are more a-M In the 
dorned with theſe Ornaments than the Males, Wl called 
- You may eaſily gueſs chat this Mangling the Sacrifice 
Bodies of theſe render Creatures muſt be very | quent O 
_ but fince it is the Faſhion here, and 15 e 
thought very Ornamental, it is practiſed by every I Infant u 
e 
When the Child is ſeven Days old, the Parents I briny T 
| Make a ſmall Feaſt, imagining that rhe Infant is The 
paſt irs greateſt Dangers; and in order to pre- to a Pri 
vent the evil Spirits from doing it any Miſchief, Childre 
| they ſtrew all the Ways with drefſed Victuals to be was 
If a Woman hear two Children at a Birth, it I exactly 
believed to be a good Omen, and the King is ment it 


was the 


— 


'B T. XXI Kingden of „ 
lick Joy. to be expreſſed wich all forts. of their 


Molick. The Father imagining it too heavy a 
Task for the Woman to Suckle both. the Chil- 


Dead; whom he perſuades by the force of Mo- 
2 or good Words, to Nurſe one of his Chil. 
Le 

in all Parts of the Benin Territories, Twins 
Births are eſteemed good Omens, except at Ave- 


treat the Twin-bearing- Woman very barba- 


which they fondly imagine harbours in a Wood 
near the Village. But if the Man happens to 
es and de more than ordinary tender, he generally buys 
ereby off his Wife by Sacrificing a Female-Slave iu her 


| ſmall e but the Children are without pallibilicy 


| the of Redem ion, obliged to be made the Satis- 
he © factory ORs 
ſore quires. 
$3 In the Year 16 9. a Merchant s Wife common- 
ales, ly called Elaroe or Mof, Lay in of two Children, 
and her Husband redeemed her with a Slave, but 
g the Sacrificed bis Children. After which I had fre- 
very | quent Opportunities of ſeeing and talking with 
nd i; the diſconſolate Mother, who never could fee an 


very Iafant without a very melancholy Reflection on 


the Fate of her own; which always extorted 
rents briny Tears from Derr 
nt is The follow ing Year the like Event happened 


pre. to a Prieſt's Wife: She was Delivered of two 
bief © Children, which with a Slave inſtead of his Wife, 


s to he was obliged to Kill and Sacrifice with his own 
Hands, by reaſon of his Sacerdotal Function. And 


dren, ſearches our a wet Nurſe .whole Child is 


Ens WAKH this Savage. Lan re- 


= 
Sf 
5 
' 1 
1 * 


bv, where they are of the contrary Opinion, and wy 


roully ; for they actually Kill both Mother ank 
Infants, ' and Sacrifice them to a; certain Devil 


„it exactly one Year after, as tho' ic had been a Puniſh- I 


g ment infliged from Heaven, the ſame Woman 
nb. was tis RG time Delivered of two GARE 5 


wb cot. GABA nt 


5 A Deſcription of the I. E T. XXI ET. 
but how the Prieſt managed himſelf on this Oc. antase 
caſion, I have not been informed, but am apt to Wives 
think, that this poor Woman was forced to at- Be fruitfu 


tone her Fertility by Death Narren is 
© Theſe diſmal Events have in proceſs of Time Menſtre 
made ſuch Impreflions on the Men, that when the bat they 
Time of their Wive's Delivery approaches, they Nit Hus! 
ſend them to another Country; which makes me ther to 
believe that for the future they will correct theſe M* Houſe 
. . om, "HER or are th 
The Wood beforementioned in which the De- uch leſs 
vil is ſuppoſed to lurk, is by them eſteemed ſo "ral U 
Sacred, that they never permit a foreign Negroe Parate E 
or any of his Wives to enter it. If any Perſon e have 
accidentally happen on a Path which leads to MW? their fo 
this Wood, he is obliged to goto the end of it If they 
without returning before he comes there: And Numciſion, 
they are firmly perſwaded, that if this Law be eau; th. 
violated, or that of Offering the Children and ode Þ 
anded to 


Mother, or at leaſt a Female-Slave in her Place, 


the Land will be infeſted with ſome ſevere e comme 
Plague. Notwithſtanding all which 1 have fre- The N 
quently gone a Shooting in this Wood, and to nuch afrai 
ridicule their Credolity, deſignedly turned before Ne dot un 
I had gone half to the end of the Path: By he length 
which means I not a little ſtaggered the Faith of vichſtandi 
ſome who ſaw that my Boldneſs was not attend- Ie of tho 
ed with any ill Conſequences. But the Roguiſh Ie prolon 
Prieſts were immediately ready at Hand with an de firſt re 
Exception, which was, That I being a white . the Gol, 
Man, their God, or rather Devil, did not trou- Piniſters g 
ble his Head with me: But if a Negroe ſhould t he hat! 
preſume to do fo, the Danger would ſoon ap- Nbers,. 
pear. CR ad on ae ba ey; | EY not he 
The Multiplication of Mankind goes forward Netter Suc 
very ſucceſsfully here; which is not very hard to If theſe 
believe; fince the Women are not Barren, and Ie Patict 


hut che fic! 


* 


the Men vigorous; beſides which they have the 
8 advantage 


— — 2 — 
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18 Oc. drantage of a choice out of their great number 


Wives: Of which, for their Encouragement, 
he fruitful Woman is highly e a whilſt the 
krren' is deſpiſed, _ 

Menſtruous Women are here deemed 10 unclean; 
hat they are not permitted ſo much as to enter 
heir Husband's Houſes, or to touch any thing 
itber ro Dreſs the domeſtick Diet or Clean 


=? F< I . 
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theſe Houſe, or indeed on any other Account; 

bn or are they permitted ſo much as to look int to⸗ 

e De. uch leſs enter ſeveral Houſes, but during this 

ed ſo Natural Uncleanneſs, are obliged to reſide in a | = | 
Tegros WParate Hooſe, tho? as ſoon as that is over and b 1 
erſon Ney bave waſhed themſelves, ney are reſtored f 
Js to Ne their former State. 

of it If they are asked who firſt ende eur Civic 

Ang Numciſion, and to believe menſtruous Women un- 

de $22 3 they reply that they do not themſelves 

and Now, but that thoſe Cuſtoms are tradirionally 


anded to them by their Anceſtors: And this is 
the common Anſwer of all the Blacks. 


5 5 The Negroes of this Country don't ſeem ſo 
id to uch afraid of Death as in other Lands. They . _ 
| re not uneaſy at the naming of it, and aſcribe 


he length or brevity 6f Life to their Gods. Not- 


. withſtanding which they are very zealous iu tbe 

end- Ie of thoſe means which are thought proper for 

zuin Ie prolongation of Life: For if they: fall Sick 

h an Nie firlt refuge is the Prieſt, who here as well as 

ite In the Gold- Coaſt, acts the Doctor. He firſt ad- 

rou- Hiniſters green Herbs ; which proving ineffectu- 

ould b, he bath recourſe to 'Sacrifices. . If the Patient | 

ap- Covers, the Prieſt is very much eſteemed; but | 

F not he is diſmiſſed, and another: from whom | 

vard Netter Succeſs is expected, is called in. 1 

ard If tiefe Sacerdotal Dodors happen to. Cure | j 

and Ie Patient, they are very much Reverenced} 1 

the hut the ſick Perſon i 18 O ſooner pet fectiy recove- : ; 1 | 

tage 10, 5 | 
in 
11 
| 
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Be is declar d the lawful Heir of all bis Father 


as 1 have ſeen ſeveral in my time at Arebo. 
Il! The neareſt Relations, Wives and Slaves, ge 
into Mourning on account of the dead Perſon 


half their Heads, Cc. The poblick Mourning 


intermediate ſtops; during which they Drink 
_ each Perſon retires to his own Houſe, and the 


neareſt Relations which continue in Mourning 
bewail the Dead in this manner for ſevers 


lowing manner. When any Perſon of Conditior 
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red, than they are diſcharged without any Reſ. left be his 
pect: So that if the Prieſts here have no other de 


younger | 
leaſes: 


pendance, they are generally Poor; becauſe each 


particular Perſon Offers his own Sacrifices, andi ber 2 cre 
performs the Service of his Idols without giving ber Conc 
them any manner of Trouble. 6 hate ver 
When guy Perſon dies, the Corps is WaſhegWFather's © 
and Cleanfed; and if a Native of the City of Bot had 

di happens to Dye at @ very diſtant Place, the. ikes then 
Body 1s perfectly dried up over a gentle Fire, andi be doth n 
put into a Coffin whoſe Planks are cloſely join- their Chi 
ed with Glue, and brought with the firſt Oppor ¶ v ſubſiſt 


tunity to the mentioned City in order to be Buri- uins 0 
ed. But ſometimes a convenient Conveyance Of this 
does not offer it ſelf in ſeveral Years; wherefore ut Proſti 
the dead Corps is thus long kept above Ground If the 
ther inhe! 
of ſuc 
ful Heir: 
The Gt 
ly: veſted 
commonly laſts fourteen Days. Their Lamenta Neat Lo 
tions and Cries are accommodated to the Tunes ud the 1 
of ſeveral Muſical Inſtruments, +. tho? with large he Dre 


they dare 
The C 
the | follo! 
here, the. 
ing Natur 
Thief is t 
tation of 
by a pec 
ticution- 
8 very Wi 
upon an) 
with Dea 


Some Shave their Hair, others their Beards, o 


very plentifully. And when the Funeral is ove 


The right ot Inheritance devolves in the fol 


Dies, the eldeſt Son is ſole Heit, but is obligec 
to preſent a Slave by way of Herriot to the King 
and another to the three great Lords, with a Pe 
tition that he may ſucceed his Father in the ſame 
Quality ; which the King accordingly grants, - 

˖ 
ki 
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eft behind him. He beſtows no more on his 
younger Brothers than what out of his bounty he 
— But if his Mother be alive, he allows 
bo a creditable Maintainance proportioned to 
jer Condition, and allows her beſides to keep 
rhatever ſhe hath gotten from his Father. His 
Father's other Widows, eſpecially thoſe which have 
zot had any Children, the Son takes home if he 
ies them, and uſes as his own; but choſe which 
he doth not like, he alfo takes them home wich 
their Children, and ſets them to Work in order 
ppor· Nu ſubſiſt them the more creditabiy; bur enter 
ains no Matrimonial: Converſation with them. 

Of this laſt ſort, here are as great nombers as 
of Proſtitutes in other Countries. 

If the Deceaſed leaves no Children, the Bro- 
er inherits his Effects; and in caſe of deficien- 


ful Heir appears, the King Inherits. 

The Government of this Country is p \ciaipat- 
ine veſted in the King and the three mentioned 

"Wereat: Lords: The firſt is Nominal Governor, 
_ the laſt are really ſo. Each Province hath 
e alar rnor, all which depend on 

he © three chief Springs, without ben Feen 
they dare not Act. 

The Crimes here: committed are Puniſh'd in 
rnigg be following manner. Thievery is not rife 
even bere, theſe Negroes-not being of the ſame pilfer- 
Ing Nature as at other Places; however, if the _ 
e fol Thief is taken in the Fact, he is obliged to reſti- 
dition ution of the ſtolen Goods, and beſides Puniſhed 
dy a aiary Mulct; but if he is Poor, after te- 


z very well beate. But if che Robbery be done 
Jon any of the Government, it is Paniſhed 
wich . In 704 mean time a5 Lhave alread 

EM s * ined, 


of ſuch Heir, the next akin. © But it 10 Jaw- 


Renta of the ſtolen Goods, if in his Power; he 


449 


l — 


A Deſcription of the LE T. XXI. 
'biated, this Crime ſo ſeldom occurs, that Exam- 
ples ore. very rare. wwe. : 


LET 
Dye: * 
by. cor 


Murder is a Grime that happens here. yet King's 
more ſeldom than the former. Whoever Ri The 
a Man is Puniſhed with Death; but if the Mur. followin 

tberer happen to be the King's Son or ſomeſ i the pri 
ather conſiderable Perſon, be is Banifl'd-to the theremi 
utmoſt Borders of the King's Territories, tu jr it paſ 
which he is conveyed under a very ſtrong Guard nocent, 
but none of theſe Baniſhed Perſons being everfl Gon clo 
heard of, the Negroes take it for granted, dh the othe 
their Guard conduct them to the Eꝶſian Field ſticking 
If any Perſon with his Fiſt, or otherwiſe AccidenW nounced 
tally and Undeſignedly Kills another, and the The 
dead Perſon did not Bleed, and his Death dati the foil, 
not ſeem violent; the Offender may then purchaſe long Ch 
bis Life, by firſt Burying the Dead creditably at nine Co 
his own charges, and afterwards producing a Slareffl obliged 
to ſuffer in his ſtead. This Slave doomed do à te come ou 
conciling Offering, he is obliged to touch on his not, th 

| Knees ag bis Forehead X. de bo ares; . ledged : 
Which he is obliged to Pay a large Sum to the - The t 
great Lords; and this performed, he abtains hi juice of 
Freedom 5 and the Friends of the Deoeaſed are ML Perſon 5 
lig d to reſt ſatisfied with this. be is thi 

[ have already informed you of the Puniſhment thereby 
of Adultery; whatever other Crimes are com- pine lait 
mitted, they are attonable with Money: And the For 
Fine is proportioned to the Offence. And bel priſoner 

that hath no Money, muſt ſatisſie the Eine by a bot Cop 
corporal Puniſhment; ſo that where Effects arc or not h 
deficient, the Body muſt make good the Fine. T have 
Ia caſe of Accuſations which are not clearly the Ace 
proved, the Accuſed is obliged to Purge bimſellF] ont Rea 
| Ey Trial, which is praQtifed five ſeveral ways, red. hote 


four of which take place in flight Offences aud 


civil Cauſes, and the fifth in capital and higb in twent 
Crimes, as High Treaſon, or all Crimes of fo . ite 
| ye: 


] 
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Dye: This laſt Trial is only lallow'd to he taken 
by conſiderable Perſons, and that too by the 
King's e ſpecial Order. e 
The firſt ſort of Purgation is managed in the 
following manner. The Accuſed are carry'd to 
the Prieſt, who greeſes a Cock's Feather, and 
FF therewith pierces the Tongue of the Accuſed ; 
it it paſſes eaſily thro?, it is a Sign the man is In- 
nocent, and the Wound made by the Qaill will 
ſoon cloſe and heal up without any Pain: But on 
the other ſide, if he is Guilty, the Quill remains 
ſticking in his Tongue, and he is accordingly pro- 
nounced Guilty,  _ e 
Tbe ſecond Trial of Innocence is praiſed in 
the following manner. The Prieſt takes an ob- 
long Clot of Earth, in which he ſticks ſeven or 
pine Cock's Quills, which the ſuſpected Perſon is 
obliged to draw out fucceſlively ; and if they 
come out eaſily, it is a Sign of Innocence; but if . 
not, the Priſoner is convicted of the Crimes ab + 
Te third Proof is made by ſpurting # certain 
Juice of green Herbs into the Eyes of the accuſed 
Perſon; which, if it happen to do him o Hurt, 
he is thought Innocent; but if his Eyes become 
thereby red and inflam'd, he is oblig'd to pay the 
Fine laid on him. „; OR 
For the fourth Trial the Prieſt ſtrokes the 
Priſoner three times over the Tongue with a red 
hot Copper Arm-Ring, and from his being hurt 
or not hurt thereby, they prononnce Judgment. 
J have ſeen all theſe four Trials made; but all 
the Accuſed were declared Guilty, and not wich- 
ont Reaſon ; for it would be ſtrange, indeed, if 
red-hotCopper ſhould not burn the Tongue, The 
fifth and laſt Proof, which doth not happen once 
in twenty Years, I never ſaw, and conſequently - 
have it only by Hear-ſay. e 
| Ge. 1f 
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If any Perſon is accuſed of a very great Crime, 
of which he is deſirous to clear himſelf by Oath, 


the King's Leave being firſt asked and obtained, 
the Accuſed is brought to a certain River, to 


which is aſcribed the ſtrange Quality of geatly 


wafting every innocent Perſon plunged therein 


to Land, tho' never ſo unskilled in the Art of 


Swimming; and on the other ſide to fink the 
Guilty to the bottom, tho? never ſo good Swim- 


mers; by which means, if he endeavours to help 


himſelf. ont, twould be in vain, and only ren- 
der his Death the more painful. The Water 
(before very calm) immediately upon a guilty 
Perſon's being thrown in, grows and continues 
as turbulent as a Whirl-pool, till the Criminal is 
gotten to the bottom, when, as tho' perfectly 


 fatisfy'd, it returns to its former Tranquility. 


What think you, Sir, ſhould you rely on this 


weak Proof? I believe not; for my part I ſhould 


not; for I ſhould, tho” never ſo innocent, be ve- 
ry much afraid, if not a skilful Swimmer, that 
my Innocence would not ſave me from irrecove- 
rably ſinking to the bottom; and I believe 
there are ſeveral of my Min cg 
The Fines charged on theſe Crimes are divi- 
ded as follows: Firſt, The Perſon injured. by 


Thievery, or any other Crime, is ſatisfy'd out 


of it ; then the Governor hath his Part; and laſt of 
all the beforementioned great Lords have alſo their 
ſhare : For the King, whoſe Ear it never reach- 
es, hath no Part thereof. If the three Lords 
are contented with what is ſent them, it is 
well; -but they frequently ſend them back to the 
Governorsor Vice-Roys, and in the King's Name 
inform them, that the Fines are too ſinall, and 


conſequently that they have not deported them- 


ſelves in that Affair, according to their Duty, 
giving them alſo to underſtand what they ought 
| „ to 
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to have done. Thoſe to whom theſe Orders are 
ſent, tho? they very well know that the King ne- 
ver intermeddles in theſe Affairs, but that it is 
only the Pleaſure of the Lords, are notwitſtand- 
ing oblig'd to a ſtrict Obedience, and generally 
ſend double the Sum they require, otherwiſe the 
Lords would not fail to take an Opportunity of 
— their Contempt by ſome ill Office or 
other. : wr IE 

Before I ſpeak of their Religion, I ſhall em» 
ploy a few Lines in the Deſcription of their Mu- 
ſical Inſtruments, which chiefly conſiſt in large 
and ſmall Drums, not very different from thoſe 
of the Gold- Coaſt. They are ſhaped like them, 
covered with Leather or Skins, and beaten in the 
ſame manner as they are. Beſides theſe Drums, 
they have a ſort of Iron Bells on which they 
play, alſo Callebaſſes hung round with Boeſies, 


which ſerve them inſtead of Caſtagnettesz all 


which together afford a very diſagreeable and 
jarring Sound. | e 
Beſides theſe, they have alſo an Inſtrument, 


which will needs be called an Harp; it is ſtrung 


with ſix or ſeven extended R upon which 
they play very artfully, and ſing ſo finely, and 
dance ſo juſtly to the Tune, that it is very a- 
greeably diverting to ſee it. Theſe are indeed 
the beſt Dancers | ever ſaw amongſt the Neproes. 
The Natives of Axim in their annual Feaſt,” 


when they drive out the Devil, have much ſuch 


a Dance, tho? neither ſo fine, nor near ſo divert= 
ing as this. 125 85 | | 
The Natives here are not at all addicted to Ga- 
ming. Here are no other Games than thoſe 
play'd with Beans, and that only for Diverſion 
and Paſtime; but never for Money. 7 
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Their Religion is ſo abſurd and perplex 
that I ſcarce know how to deſcribe it : But -_ 
ever to begin as well as l can. 1957 

They profeſs to Worſhip both Gods and De- 
vils in Human and Brutal Images, ſome of which 
are Elephant's Teeth, Claws, dead Men's Heads 

and Skeletons, &c. Alſo they take every thing 
which ſeems extraordinary in Nature for a God, 
and make Offerings to him; and each is his own 


Prieſt, in order to Worſhip his Gods in what 


manner pleaſes him beſt. - | | 

It is really the more to be lamented, that the Ve- 
groees Idolize ſuch worthleſs Nothings, by reaſon 
that ſeveral amongſt them have no very unjuſtides 
of the Deity : For they aſcribe to God the Attri- 
butes of Omnipreſence, Omnipotence, Omniſcience 
and Inviſibility; beſides which, they believe that 
he governs all things by his Providence. By 
reaſon God is Inviſible, they ſay, it would be ab- 

ſurd to make any Corporeal Repreſentations of 
him, for it is impoſſible to make any Image of 
what we never ſaw; Wherefore they have ſuch 
Multitudes of Images of their Idol-Gods, which 
they take to be ſubordinate Deities to the ſupreme 
God, without conſidering what fort of Trifles 
they are, and only believe there are Mediators 
1 God and Men, which they take to be their 
They know enough of the Devil to call all that 
is ill by that Name, and believe themſelves ob- 
lig d to . worſhip and ſerve him, to prevent his 
miſchieving them. The Devil is not repreſented 
by any particular Image, or diſtinguiſhed from 
their Idols any otherwiſe than in their Intenti- 
on only; for to the very ſame Image they one 
time make Offerings to God, and at another to 
the Devil; fo that one Image ſerves them in the 
two Capacities of God and Devil. 


-They 
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They talk very much concerning the Appatiti- 
on of the Ghoſts of their deceaſed Anceſtors or 
Relations; which yet happens only to them in 
their Sleep, when they come and warn them to 
make this or that Offering; which, as ſoon as 
Day approaches, they immediately do; if they 
are unable, they will, rather than fail in this Du- 
ty, borrow of others; for they imagine that the 
Negle& hereof woul 


they are only idle Imaginations and Dreams 


ſtom of our Fore-fathers which we are oblig'd to 
_ No other Anſwer is to be obtained from 
em. | | 
Their daily Offerings 
conſiſting only of a few boiled Jammes, mixt 
with Oil, which they lay before the Images of 
their Gods. Sometimes they offer a Cock; but 
then the Idol hath only the Blood, becauſe they 
like the. Fleſh very well theraſelves. : 
The Great Men make annual Sacrifices, which 


me expenſive; not only by reaſon of their ki 
fles great Multitudes of Cows, Sheep and all forts 
ors Cattle, but becauſe that beſides they give a fo- 
cir I lemn Feaſt, making their Friends very merry for 


Preſents. | 


Life, they imagine to be the Sea. They call the 
Shadow of a Man Paſſadoor, or Conductor, which 
they believe ſhall teſtify whether he hath lived 


in the mentioned Place; but if ill, he is to periſh 
with Hunger and Poverty; ſo that they ſend the 
Happy aad the Damacd to the fame Place. 


d draw on them ſome heavy 
Affliction. If any Perſon in Railery tells them 


are not of great Value, 


are performed in great State, and prove very 


ſeveral Days ſucceſſively, and withal make them 
The Seat of Bliſs or Torment in the future 


well or ill: If well, he is raiſed to greut Digit 
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3 
theſe will agree with them; but add, It is a Cu- ñ] 


436 


ſents them, are ſpread all over their Houſes, and 


: * 
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Thbeir falſe Gods, or the Traſh which repre- 


no Place is free from them: Beſides which there 
are alſo ſeveral ſmall Hutts erected without che 
Houſe, which are likewiſe filled with them, and 
whither they ſometimes go to Sacrifice. 

.. To conclude their ridiculous Religion, I ſhall 
add a ſmall Account of their Feſtivals, of which 
they have ſo many. and different ones, that they 
ought not to give place to the Romaniſts. Their 
Great Feaſt, called the Coral Feaſt, happens in 


May, at which the King himſelf is preſent. The 


Celebration of this pompous Feſtival | this Year 
ſaw at Benin. But of this more at large in the 
Deſcription of that City. | 


% 


Their Sabbath happens every fifth Day, which 
is very ſolemnly obſerved hy the Great with the 


Slaughter of Cows, Sheep and Goats, whilſt the 
Commonalty kill Dogs, Cats and Chickens, or 
whatever their Money will reach to. And of 


whatever is kill'd, large Portions are diſtributed 


to the Neceſſitous, in order to enable them, as 
_ Perſon 1s oblig'd, to Celebrate this Feſti- 
Ho | 9k 8 


One Day in the Year they alſo very expen- 
ſively Celebrate the Deceaſe of their Anceſtors 
or Relations, in order to keep up the Remem- 
brance of them © | 
They divide Time into Years, Months,, Weeks 
and Days ; each of which is diſtinguiſhed by a 
particular Name, and they reckon fourteen 
i bg. (oY m 
Believing that I have ſaid enough of their Ido- 
latrous Worſhip, it is time to vary the Subject. 
I cannot ſay much of their Wars; for notwith- 


ſtanding that they are continually fallen on by 


the Pyrates or Robbers, and their Neighbours 
not ſubject to the King of Benin, they yet are 
* 8 - 3 <6 3 8 3 N 1 = : igno- 
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ignorant of the Art of War; for being by ne- 
ceſſity drawn into the Field, their Conduct is ſo 
very confuſed, that they themſelves are aſhamed 
of it. They have no Officers or Commanders; 
and each Man takes his own Courſe, without re- 
garding his Neighbour. & ant ore: 

They are ſo very cowardly, that nothing but 
the utmoſt Neceſſity can oblige them to fight; 
and even then they had much rather ſuffer the 
greateſt Loſſes than defend themſelves: When 
their Flight is prevented, they return upon the 
Enemy, but with ſo little Courage and Conduct, 
that they ſoon fling down their Arms, and either 
run away or ſurrender themſelves. - 

Their Weapons are Cutlaces or Hangers, 
ſmall Poniards, Aſſaguays, together with Bows 
and Arrows, the latter of which are poyſon'd. 
They have alſo Shields, but ſo light, and made 
of ſmall Bamboes, that they cannot ward off any 
thing that is forcible; wherefore they are ra- 
ther Ornamental, than really ſerve for Defence. 

It is now time to treat of the Animals of this 
Country. Here is no want of tame Beaſts, ſuck 
as Harſes, Cows, Sheep, Dogs, Cats, beſides 
Poultry,&c. all which are equally good and cheap. 
The Cattle here, tho* very ſmall, are yet very 
good, eſpecially that Part of em that are edible 
with us, which are of a good Taſt. As for 
the Remainder, the Dogs and Cats, the Negroes 
evince this Truth alſo, for they eat them rather 
than any other Beaſt. 3 Rs 

Wild Beaſts, as well Voracious as others, are 
here alſo in great Abundance: Among the herce 
Kind are reckoned the Elephants, and then the 
Lions and Tygers. This Country is prodigious 
full of the firſt Sort: But I am not very fond of 
believing there are many Lions or Tygers,-by 
reaſon J have never yet ſeen one of them, os 101 | 
„ ve S $4 8 * VF ee 
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great Milhis; for they have none of the ſmall 
do not eſteem it; wherefore but little is ſow d, 
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deed ſo much as one of their Skins; which may 
nevertheleſs proceed from the great Cowardice 


LET. 
which ye 
ind grow 


of the Negroes, who dare not venture on Hunt- I They 1 
ing them, and conſequently have none of their. MWirew Bee 
Hides. ES IE mo | ligreeable 

Wild Dogs or Jackalls are reported to be very Here a 
numerous here: They alſo tell us here are Mon- ibundant 
keys or Baboons, which are extraordinary large, Inoſt read 
and will attack a Body of Men, that is not too ier of Ec 
numerous for thbem. BED Ire very 

Here, as well as on the Gold- Coaſt, are all forts gathered 
of Apes, beſides edible wild Beaſts, which are Here 3 
here ſo abundant, that a good Mark's-Man might Wire very 
live on the Sport alone. Their Quadrupeds con- Ndiſagreea 
ſiſt of ſeveral ſorts of Harts, wild Hogs and o- I neve 
thers. „ 2 ay grow 

Amongſt their feathered Kind the Principal Whhe River 
are Pheaſants, Partridges, both green and blew, MW The 4/ 
Turtle and Ring-Doves, Ducks, Crooked- Bills, Norts of C 
Snipes, Divers, Water-Hens and a ſort of Crown- Wrens, Ba 
Birds. But by reaſon the Negroes neither very Ewhich art 


much love, nor are expert in the uſe of Fire- Arms, ordinary. 
ſeldom any wild Beaſt or Fowl come to hand, M The Sc 
except they happen to catch them in a Net. Wertraordi 
They ſometimes kill Harts and wild Swine with Wor ſowed 
their Aſſaguays, but very ſeldom; and whene- Erich Crop 
ver it happens, it is look'd upon as ſomething not good 
rare. | 5 „„ 5 We en 
The River upwards is not well ftor'd with The In 
Fiſh; all that they eat here coming from a Place Ing ſevera 
called Boca de la Mare, or the Mouth of the Sea, Ned and 
where they are dry'd and ſmoak'd ; but moſt of Hladigo, v 
it not being ſalted, caſts very ill, and ſtinks abo- temaininę 
minably. . . Trees by 
The Fruits of the Earth are, firſt, Corn, or The A 
ter than 


this waſh 
very cleal 


Sort. The large Aalluo is here cheap, but they 


LET, XXI. Kjngdom of Great Benin. 
which yet yields a prodigious quantity of Grain, 
ad grows very luxuriantly. 


brew Beer with this AMilhio; but it proves diſ- 
zgreeable and hot. Ho 
Here are not many Potatoes, but a prodigious 


noſt ready Diet. They eat them with all man- 
zer of Edibles inſtead of Bread; wherefore they 
zre very careful that this Fruit be planted and 
gathered in its proper Seaſon. 

Here are two - ſorts of Beans, both which 


liagreeable Taſt and nawholſome. 


d o- never ſaw any Rice here, nor do I believe _ 


my grows in Benin, tho' the moraſly Land near 


cipal Mite River ſeems very proper for it. 
lew, The Arboriferous Fruits of Benin are two 
Bills, Norts of Coco-Nuts, Cormantyn-Apples, Paquo- 
own- Wrens, Banana's, Wild-Figs and ſome others, 
very Ewhich are only known here, and are not extra- 
rms, ordinary. „ | 
and, MW The Soil, a little diſtant from the River, is 
Net. Nertraordinary fruitful; and whatever is planted 
with or ſowed there, grows very well, and yields 2 
jene - Erich Crop. But cloſe by the River the Land is 
hing Wit good; for tho what is ſown comes up, yet 
Ihe contagious Damps of the River kill it. 
with BY The Inhabitants are very well skill'd in mak- 
Place Wig ſeveral ſorts of Dyes, as Green, Blew, Black, 


Sea, Red and Yellow. The Blew they prepare from 


remaining Colours are extracted from certain 
Trees by Friction and Decoctioan. | 

The Negroes here make Soap, which is bet - 
ter than any all over Guinea: And by reaſon 
this waſhes very well, the Negroes Cloaths are 


They ſometimes employ the Ardre Women to 


ibundant Plenty of Jammes 3 which is alſo their 


re very like Horſe-Beans: They are of a hot- | 


ladigo, which grows here abundantly z but the 


rery clean. You know it is made upon the Cold. 
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which you propoſed concerning Benin; fo that 


the former, inſtead of Money, deliver to the 
King Bulls, Cows, Sheep, Chickens, Jamme 


Farthing expence on that Account, and conſe- 


eaſily compute what he hath to expect annu- 


to pay for every Ship, to the King, the Great 


Sat with Palm-Oil, Banana-Leaves and the lords, the 
Aſhes of a fort of Wood. The manner of mak He Merca 
ing it here differs very little. That a prodigiougſiiſe who. 
quantity of Cotton-Trees muſt needs grow here Mount to 
you may reaſonably conjecture, when I tell you Mye becom 

that not only all the Inhabitants are clothed You.alſ 

with ic, but they anuually export Thouſands offered tc 
woven Cloaths to other Places. Nie you; 

Thus far have I anſwered you on the Head ow twice 
that City, 
yreſent S 
phat. Dr. 
The VI 

teſerves t 
the Great 
land and 
nate abo 
bee of A 
flat, as is 
bout four 
dus long : 
we kept, 
European \ 
come at | 
| lept in th 
quently he lays op his whole Pecuniary Revenue Former 
untouch e. | „ built, and 
Duties or Tolls on imported and exportedants, whi 


have only two remaining Particulars, which are 
concerning the King's Revenue, and whether a 
ny Tolls are levied here. | 

As for the firſt. The King hath a very rich 
Income; for his Territories are very large and 
full of Governors, and each knows how man; 
Bags of Boeſies (the Money of this Country) he 
muſt annually raiſe to the King, which amounts 
to a vaſt Sum, which 'tis impoſſible to make an 
Calculation of. Others, of a meaner Rank thai 


and Cloaths; in ſhort, whatever he wants for his 
Houſe-keeping ; fo that he is not oblig'd to one 


Wares are not paid here; but every one pays aſiemaining 


certain Sum annually to the Governor of the Placeſand like 
where he lives, for the Liberty of Trading. TheEtach ocher 


Vice- Roy ſends part of it to the King; ſo that. The H 


his Revenue being determined and ſetled, he can Clay Wal 
Country { 
red at the 
Architecti 
tiſon with 
Axim way 


ally. | 82 uy 
The Europeans are here extraordinary civilly 
treated; for the Cuſtoms which we are oblig d 


Lords, 


ind the Hords, the Governors of the Place where we trade, | 
e Mercadors and Fiadors, or whatever Perſons 
Mc who have any Demand upon us, do not a- 
nount to above ſix Pounds Sterling; for which 
je become entirely free to Trade. 
You.alſo deſired, that when an Opportunity 
ifered to get to the City of Benin, I mould 
zire you a particular Deſcription of it. I have 


clothed | 
ands df 


Head o twice ſucceſſively had the Happineſs to ſee 
o that Nhat City, which. I ſhall repreſent to you in its 


reſent State; whence you may. judge how far 
hat Dr. Dapper hath ſaid of it agrees with Truth. 
The Village of Benin, for it at preſent ſca 
(ſerves the Name of a City, is the Reſidence of 
the Great King of Benin, whence the whole 
land and River alſo borrows its Name. It is ſi- 


ich are 
ther a 


y rich 
ge and 


man | 
ry) hetate about ten Miles Landwards in from the Vil- 
nounts 


ige of Agatton. The Neighbogring Country, is 
ke anyMWlar, as is the Village it ſelf, which is at leaſt a- 
K thanWiout four Miles large. The Streets are prodigi- 
o the eus long and broad, in which continual Markets 
ummesre kept, either of Kine, Cotton, Elephants Teeth, 


or his European Wares 3 or in ſhort, . whatever is to be 
to oneſſſome at in this Country. Theſe Markets are 


lept in the Fore and Afternoon each Day. 
Formerly. this Village was very thickand cloſe 
built, and in a manner overcharg'd with Inhabi- 
ants, which is yet viſible from the Ruins of half 
remaining. Houſes; but at preſent the Houſes 
ſtand like poor Mens Corn, widely diſtant from 5 
ahhh. 9 e 30 
that The Houſes are large and handſome, with 
e can Clay Walls; for here is not a Stone in the whole 
annu- Country ſo big as a Man's Fiſt. They are cove- 
Nied at the top with Reed, Straw or Leaves. The 
ivilly Architecture is paſſable, conſidering it in compa- 
bligdJrifon with Negroe Buildings, and is very like the 
great Axim way of Building. YT TE 
ords, | | . ; | The | 


conſe- 
venue 


orted 


Days a 
Place 


* 


I Defſeriptinof the LE T. XXII 
Tbe Inhabitants of this Village are all Natives 
for Foreigners are not permitted to live here. 
Thbere are ſeveral very rich Men who live here 
and attend continually at Court, not troubling 
themſelves with either Trade or Agriculture, o 
any thing elſe, but leaving all their Affairs to thei 
Wives and Slaves, who go to all the circumjacent 
, Villages to Trade in all forts of Merchandizes 
Ss or otherwiſe ſerve for daily Wages, and are ob 
lig'd to bring the greateſt part of their Gain in 
Trad or Hire to their Maſters. + BIEY 
All Male Slaves here are Foreigners; for the 
Natives cannot be fold for Slaves, but are all 
8 free, and alone bear the Name of the King' 
Nor is it allow'd to export any Male Slay 
that are ſold in this Country, for they muſt ſtay 
F there: But Females may be dealt with at every 
8 one's Pleaſure. dog PE? 
| I have already acquainted you with the Em- 
ployment of the Great ; but that of the ordinary 
Citizens is to loyter about whole Days, till they 
hear of any Ships being come into the River, 
upon which they go thither to Trade with what 
Goods they have inStore: And if no Ships come, 
they ſend their Slaves to Ris Lagot, or other 
Places to bny Fiſh, of which they make a very 
profitable Trade further in-land. 1 
The Handicrafts keep to their Work, with- 
out troubling themſelves with the Court or 
Trade. Others employ themſelves in Agricul- 
: oe, or ſome ſuch thing, in order to get their 
4 Tp IM 5 
I be Streets being ſo long and wide as I have af © E 
ſaid, are by the Women kept very neat; for here, s the fi 
as well as in Holand, every Woman cleans her Turret. 
„ R491 27 OM thrown 


bath bee 


The 


LET. XL Kjngdow of Great Benin. 
The Women here are as much Slaves as in a- 
ny Place in this Kingdom. They are oblig'd to 
keep the daily Markets, look after their Houſe- 
keeping and Children, as well as their Kitchins, 
and Till the Ground: In ſhort they have ſo much 
Employment, that they ought not to fit ſtill; 
notwithſtanding which, they diſpatch it all very 
briskly, and with a great deal of Pleaſure. -- 

They behave themſelves very obligingly to all; 
but more eſpecially the Europeans, except the 
Pertugueſe, which they don't like very well; but 
our Nation is very much in their Favour, 
Tbe King's Court, which makes a princi- 
pal part of the City, muſt not be forgotten. 
It is upon a very great Plain, about which Are 
no Houſes, and hath, beſides its wide Extent, 
nothing rare. The firſt Place we come into, is, 
8 very long Gallery, if it muſt have that Name, 
which is ſuſtained by fifty eight ſtrong Planks, 
about twelve Foot high, inſtead of Pillars; theſe 
are neither ſaw'd nor plain'd, but only hack'd 
out. As ſoon as we are paſt this Gallery we 
come to the Mud or Earthen Wall, which hath 


the Middle, the laſt of which is adorn'd at the 
top with a wooden Turret, ike a Chimney, a- 
bout ſixty or ſeventy Foot high. At the top of 
all is fixed a large Copper Snake, whoſe Head 
hangs downwards: this Serpent is very well caſt 
or carved, and is the fineſt I have ſeen in Benin. 
Entring one of theſe Gates we come into a Plain 
about a quarter of a Mile, almoſt ſquare, and en- 
cloſed with a low Wall. Being come to the end 
of this Plain, we meet with ſuch another Gallery 
as the firſt, except that it hath neither Wall nor 
Turret. Some time ſince this Gallery was half 
thrown down by Thunder, ſince which no Hand 
bath been laid to it to re-build it. This Gal uy _ 
at 


three Gates, at each Corner one, and another in 


with A Deſeriptionof the LET. XXI 

 hatha Gate at each End; and paſſing thro' one 

of them a third Gallery offers its ſelf to view, 

differing from the former only in that the Planks 

upon which it reſts are Humane Figures; but ſo 

wretchedly carved, that it is hardly poſlible to 

diſtinguiſh whether they are moſt like Men or 

Beaſts; notwithſtanding which, my Guides were 

able to diſtinguiſh them into Merchants, Soldiers, 

Wild. Beaſt-Hunters, &c. Behind a white Car- 

pet we are alſo ſhewn eleven Mens Heads caſt in 

Copper, by much as good an Artiſt as the for- 

mer Carver; and upon each of theſe is an Ele- 

phant's Tooth, theſe being ſame of the King's 

Gods. Going thro? a Gate of this Gallery we 

enfer another great Plain and a fourth Gallery, 

beyond which is the King's Dwelling-Houſe. 

Here is another Snake, as upon the firſt Wall. 

In the firſt Apartment at the entrance of the 

Plain, is the King's Andience-Chamber, where, 

in preſence of his three Great Lords, I ſaw and 

ſpoke with him: He was fitting on an Ivory 

Couch under a Canopy of Indian Six. 

He was a Perſon of an effable Mien, and about 

forty Years old. I ſtood, according to Cuſtom, 

about thirty Paces diſtant from him; but defired, 

in order to obſerve him the better, that I might 

approach nearer to him; which, tho' unuſual, he 

ſmiling granted; and after he had beckon'd me, 

I advanced to within eight or ten Paces of him. 

There was no Perſon in the Hall beſides the 

+ three mentioned Great Lords, the King and a 

Negroe with a drawn Sword in his Hand, that 

look'd as fierce as a Cabin Centr. 
Whatever any Perſon would ſay to the Kin 

muſt be firſt told to theſe Three, who then re- 

port it to him, and bring his Anſwer, goiag thus 

continually to and from him, without any — 
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w x76 *. — 8 deten A 2 the 
2 e © 8 is as pleaſant" as could be 
Vin d, where no inter poſing Hill or Wosd rude 

Ty interrupts the agreeable le ProſÞpeA of thouſands 
of charming g Trecoywbich by their wide extend 
A Branches full of Leaves, ſcem to invite Man- 
Kind to repoſe under their Shade. The Ruinof 
this Town and the Circumjacent Land, was 
occaſioned by the King's cauſing two Kings of ly re 
the street to be killed, under prevencethar they N honourab 
bad attęempted his Life, tho afl tbe World was ndace thi 
 Aitified of the contrary, and throughly con- N will not d 
|  _ _ vinced, that their overgrown Riches were the they are; 
«=. * -- mn cauſe of theirDeath;that the King might en- preateſt | 
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; rich himſelf with their Effects, as he did Indeed. continue 
I After this Barbarity the King found alſo a third This, 8 
1 Man that ſtood in his way, who, being uni- II at preſ 
L 5 N bel Vd, - was timely warned S ther cal, | 
. WES 'K .Prince's 
4 2 
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fe ace, to he dien lin dee 75 oblige 
them to return; but they were & warmly rer 
ceived by by chi Ring pred them e ee ba 5 
lowers; t | xethrn- 
bloody Noſes, and ive th 3 
of — Miſadvent. 9 my 1 
teſt there, 7 Rem Acer r e | 
ceeded no better than the foriher, at . 
not all; for the Fugitive throughly inacenfed - 
and fluſti'd, cathediveRly to the on 1 
plundered and pilla ped, ſparing no Place but 
the King's Court; after which de ue | 
inceſſantl 1 for the pace of ten a 
to rob the Inhabirants. of Great Jenn, till at 
aſt by the Mediation of the Portugueſe, a 
Peace was concluded betwixt him and 5 King,” 
by which he was entirely pardoned all that was 
paſt, and earneſtly requeſted by the King to 
return to his former Habitation; however he 
would not truſt himſelf there, but TT 5 
three N Jourhey from Benin, where h | 


as great a Court and State as the King. 


e returning Citizens were affably and ami - 
cahly "ret y the King, and pret ferred to 
honourable Offices, in order by thoſe means to 
induce the reſt to return, which probably they 
will not do, as being very well contented where 
they are; wherefore it is to be feared that the 
greateſt Part of this Town is ſtill likely to. 
rontinve uninhabited. | 

This, Sir, is all I can ay of Benin. Nor can 
at preſent give you any Account of Rio de 
* becauſe Lwas 1 * by * A 
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Urſuant to your: Orders, 0 6818 to 9 
niſh you with an Account of _ vo k "mh 
and the Countries where we Traded. B 85 

ing but a ſem Days wh on. ſome of N Lam 
not therefore; ſo able to oblige you vvith a large 
Account af the: National: Oonſtitution qr Mans 
ners of the Inhabitants, as I could. wiſh I 8 
ſo that I can only deſire” you to beliete, that 
my Relation falls ſhort of your ExpeRation,, the 
Fault is to be charged on want af. & 5 nant i | 
ro gratify. you, but. not-in N 15 do want bf 
Inclination. 5 . „ 'Y | 
After having taken our Leaves * e the 5 — 
voe of a chearful Glaſs, we weighed Anchor 
began our Voyage. TweDDays after we Nel t 
Acra, where. we executed our! mil rel 
that Place and ſteered our "Courſe to Cape Lopez 
di Gonſal vet, where we arrived. without any 
conſiderable Accident in our Paſſage on 'the—- 
I wall not deſeribe this Cape to Adu, who have = 
vilited- ĩt your elk; but ſhall oaly miorm von, 
that after having concluded our Trade there, 
ve. folk it on the and inclined to the 8 
ſailing. Along zhe Equinottial, Bl, __ 
"= high — to Sites the upp 5 
- About Ten in the Evening, "on the. 28th. 
Bs , . Ne made Land; and in the. ” 
Morning our ſelves about ten Miles a- 
bove Cape Ante The Land here bears I 
ad flat to the mentioned SP « 5,» 
ed with numerous Villages; but nor one 
280 coming on board us we one teſolved 
e Wi out Anchoring and make for the 
Hhe Cape, 
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neren 1 dane loaded a Parcel of 
Goods i into theBoat, and therewith went onShoar, 

_ Intendiog to l whether. I could deal jor 
5 9 Teeth „ which Sometimes are p kv 


Ine. bo "IM wind leg 
wel n #1 ingot T fon th hole ns 
fit e ver avifly welcomed 


HEE 5 
; e Shoar, making out As. 
8 . ie 


Fe 


] * , 
ö Wage, "and to 
19 5 Him AER 8 Referee e 
He, as well as the reſt, bid me heartily we 
5 come, and we went intb "the Village, where we 
At down together. Aſter ſome Converſatiow! 


7 , Whether" there: w Proba- 

 *biliry. of Th but Fen 

, 5 "a0 re # 
5 -of Elephants T. ecth; w nr ny: 


content my felf 1 with wo, there bein then 0 04S 
E to be gotten. ee TOULON RY $4 $9095 i - 
"This King was" an eldctty ly To as appeared 

"by his prey Head and Beard. His Name was! 
Jan de Cabo Monte, ſo called frem the Point off, Pa 
"that Name.” Hewas cloathed; r rather hung g 
with a brown Cloak; and a woesllen Cap on bis 
| That, that his whole Equipage, if old to 


| Brokers, would nat yield forty * 


teen Children,” Sans Daughs 
ters. On each of the firſt of which he hath 
ꝗ7tṽß! Fork Gr - 
taining eight Huts r Houſes they 

With ah asd u Jul uſtice; be called. 
- The Daughters alſo did their beſt to paſs 
honeſtly thro the World; but their principal! 
Trade lay in reliering the Travellers Neceſ- 


ice. 7 717 — * v7: _ 


had not 1 re. bundvesd: Wives; Who a 
five with him in one Village, —— | 
Miles in-land: from the River - ide 
a is eee Rivers —. — jult - 
bo e once in 4 Year; hen, — — the 
great Rains, it overfiotws. Its Courſe is ex- 
* „e the Re- 
Nexross diſſembogues its ſelf into 
the River Sierra” Leone; which is n a 

nee from this Places why © * 

The Inhabitants of Cabo Ane and indlaltri- 
e to the laſt Degree. Their Employments 
_ chiefly conſiſt in planting of Rice, and bailing ef = 
Salt; both which all the Negroesware obligd = 
todo Son -whoſe:Slaves they — 4 
count o 1 


Fruits here, as well as on u the Gelg-Coaſts ate 
Paquovers, Bananas, Anana' . ke ©"... 
They are" not. very well ſtored with, 9 
tle; tor they have neither? Kine 
and bat 2 8 ot many Chicken, 
der eder are god. 
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wor ur —— — leaf: — > 
Mer is full of them 3 and they catch them with 


tucked-i in 


they wear proud of 


den croubled cith then: but — . difference 


| "0 take leave of it with duly acqu 
a, that the Cape is a * high — which | 


Fiſh; 5. 105 
large Nets. A 2 Ane "IF 2 2 2. 5 1 n N 64 
Each Man, here at pleaſtre,. many 
Wives as he can maintala, and by de 
Women work bard, their Rpeeping is not very 
ons GO ſeem 9 POE 
| of er — e wont: Mes > A 
Tie Habit theſe — — Com. - 
with wideSleeves, which hangdown _ Kates; 
or indeed it is more like a Bur plice: utithe 


Women do not wear this Habit, but in ſiradahorss 


ofa narrow Clothwourd about their Middles, and 
T heir ſides ta faſken I it, withont being 
| doing it by à Girdle, us on the 
Gold — 2 Nor dò they: wear Garters bog 
them. ——— 1 
them in common wich the rel of Muir CO 2 
-  i+agked:/them:what Religion they Proteſſed; 
Fw nes rr wh that it 2 | 
Reverencing and Obeying their King 
-Governour” och ge ms „ * Without tronbling 
Themſelves with what was above them. A. 
ben I -afteg/obeir MWarrs with o- 
ther Countries, they told me, 3 


 Amicably, thay to come te Arm; - Wherefore 

and Ar —— only Weapons) 
| than Military uſes. 
is being all 1 have to: ſoy of Cape Monte, I 
ainting JOU 


4 ee OD i 
— the Coal The Coonzry hereabouts - 
- and] alley ſeems" rer, Jertile. | 


Fd wh tho! not 


h. — dne 1 rs 'T 
— euch ocher. bay 


Hons before he: Engl had been ea. 


[nland-Conntryprhere-© 
ſent: 80 that; here not being te | 
for us, we were 80 recarn on; Laa. : 
having not been able in two dayes tit netto ; 
at above three hundred weight of: Leech. 

The Land betwixt both the laſt — 


Capes, is perfottly flat and even; the Coaſt bears 
above. _ 0 "Miles, Weſt — Place are 1 
s, CO about twenty Houſes 


eachz whien indeed were the fineſt I ſaw in m 
whole Voyage. Each af them had three neat a- 
partments; und covered at the tops, like our "8 
Haysreaks in Holland In one of-chele Holes 1 
are.commonly Lodged fifty, om ſixty Men, We- —_— 
men aud Children, Al which-confaſedly/ igtermix * I 
intheir Lodging: Tbe Women are handſome, 


zee Er. Nun 

! Mohey-the Pleaſe with: their Bodies 
1 found eh ne Ithabitdocs:civit and good Ratured 
People. Two wid Men here protended to be 
E * ed "the ro pay ſever poder 


W ton = — — Wives; 
rhiey ently. fatigued them- 
deine, of — 


＋ beiden 
ſelves Wee 
—— 


| — — ons — but 
Lene 0d Sande ant making Merry. 
1 raid of the Habits, Cattle and 

Fruit of the former; mity alſo: ſerve them: They 

tell us they ive in Peace with" all their Neigh-. Voy 


'2 bours, und have no Notion: of any other Enemy 

5M khan the”Enpliſs;: of wich Nation they: had taken faw 

A ſome then, and publickly declared that they would her 

I endeavour to get as many of chem as the two men- bs. 
= tioned . bad dec off of their Natives. 

SE: Theſe un ſb weren in danger af being 

_ &*Sacrificed to theme memory of their Friends, which 

* dome of their Nation carried off:: I 
i *# TfhovltÞ now take leave of Cape Ai if I into: 
ſo und not find myrſelf obliged to ſay ſometbing Cos | 

b eerning the Rivery"which:diſcharges its ſelf- into 

Me _ "the'Sea, and is fle or fix Boot deep in che en-“ 

[ *trance, ſo thab in calm Weather, it is eaſily Na- 

| | | vigable with fan Boats or Shalops. It takes its 


*Courſe Weſtwards three Miles from hence, and 

| -Faſtwards direQly'to-Rio Seftre;" whither the Ns 

„ Os daily paſs in their Canoa's, and —_— Rock 
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1 e w! e whe ate ol gh 
yr pg — r than hoth. We 

me fi men as one Negro, or any Vil- 
lage, 1 5 e — * Miles farther 


Eaſt ward, where b of the . we 
were obliged to Anchor yd d towards the Even- 
ing me ſaw Fire on the Shoar,, Whence Ed 

je that there was a V 14 and the tives 
made. that Sign, toexprels cheir inclination to 
Trade with — ben oye we . Os gill 


Moraing, 


land, diſcovers three, Hils; H " the two. frkt. 
which are ſituate Weſt of Kio. Junk, appear- 
| ene rand wn: * Wal. 


_ — theother two = 
Wu are the higbeſtare ſomewhat Thorny.Here- 
: abouts the Land ſhews chiefly even and daubled. 


render this Cape very diſtinguiſhable; beſide 

that it may be ealily known by the multitude of 

Rocks, of which the Shoar | Is full, and wet 
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;:wediſcover di entLand: 


A Mie Eaſt of Rei Fun, ate two large Clefts, which. 


LY Villages, one of twelve, and the other of fix 
HFouſeès, whoſe Inhabitants which were very 
in boiling Salt, Teemed tobe Wild Meng 


5 


= — — by the Negroes, 
to advertiſe one worker; 


| from Weſt to North.” F N pn 


uy; mh defined vs to/Anchor before: duct wi. 


: os 5 The burning of 
S — ene res nere, chat it was i = 


fafe on Shoar. Las to 3 — - this 
of Trait ts 
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lot, where their vil 1 was) _ 
led me about a quarter of à Mile into the Wood, 


ſeen any White Men. Nh 


whicts the Sen boars "us terrible may: 


chat there wert Ships 
reaſon no Body came on Board us, 


ic 
| Fam ef Opinion, that they we Salt —.— 


Aae but hy 


Phe Coaſt here extends Hem a to 


We Sailed on ell ehvee Mites Weſt of Ris Sepre 
where's Canoa fall of Negrbes came on 2750 


idforming me that they | 
yy * * ! r "4 
2 Su 1 : 
* 7s is * WY * N , 


wx 
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| af | 08” — in Wich '6 
— 1212 the Negros carried me 


ered to mal miſerably Built Salt 


buſie 
ne of 


them beſides my Guide, having ever believe 


I could nor ſpeak One word wich any of tbety: 


| My Guide wid ſhould have been Interpreter; 
was ſo Ignorant of Tongues, thatic was not wick 
out — that | made bim rr e 


- bd " 3 W « 
LOWE! a, fe „ . k 4 wt, : 
ov 
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iy * * X - ; 
by * 
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is eaſie t 
The 1 
full of R 
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Jon Country; 1 0 — 10 return — 
no Teethe But an old Man that Jooked like 
their -Gover „ would not ſuffer me, but cau- 
ed my Canoa to be brought fromthe-Shoatyiges 
his Village; and (deſired before my depature that 
would Eat und Irin with him, Which being 
Hungry, I readily conſented to. Tbe Old Man 
OP thing he, was able to Treat me well; 
der isch — to my departure, un- 
der condition that! wonid come again next days 
. Theſe Neproes ar ly happy in a nu- 
merous Ane and the. 3 ver! Frith, 
four Children,a waking. my Interpreter wbecher 


they all came at one Birth, be anſwerrd in be | 


affirmative, which: induced me to heſtow:s Chari- 
table Preſent on the Mother and her Children — 
after which Lagain ſtep'd into the Canca, a 
lee be carried ro our Shalop,ſeading 
my thanks to the Old Gentlemen, and telling 
os } ay vv if they: 224 fey her it Wied, 
come to Se re 1 
oy as ſome days. Hates . 
As ſoon as I came on . we 
chor, and Sailed og, to N Seſtre, —— * 
the Road the 34. of December, - Beſete ND Senne 
the Land is very low, and beyond it there 
are tuo high Hills, 0 e of which ene 1 
a Semicircle- or Rainbow. e 
44 | _ Mile Weſt of this Place, are ft wo 


great Rocks, and abaut as far Eaſtward a Point 


| of Land ſtretches inte n that as * 

is eaſie to be knowun. 1 ets A . 
The Entrance of this give, How: the 846 * 

full of TOO which * yl ſix Foot under wa- 
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ter, 8 


din ofake r XX 
try wherefore i eaſie to paſs-over them all 
with laden and Shalops, except two of 
them which appear en n and are _—_ 
avoided; 2» nn: r 
Arbe Village is Situated cod d the Sera oa 
Ground, and contains about ſixty "Houſes, 
are” very neatly Built, and ſo high; cy 
— of them appear three Miles out at Sea. 

. The Buildiags" here, diffet from thoſe of 46. 
a only in that here are more Stories. . #67 380 
oe Seft#e is a very fine and pleaſant, River. 
The Banks on each ſide are thick ſet with high 
and low Trees. Several Rivulets and ſmall 
Springs, diſcharge themſelves into this River, 
bur what adds to the Charms of this River, be- 
ſides the Trees, is the multitude of Villages all 
Mong its Banks; amongſt which is that of the 

ding, Sitvated about three Miles up the River, 
and cempoſd- of about thirty Houſes. 
8 mr The King who? is a Silver. aired very..old 

Man, declares that all the Inhabiraars of his Vil. 
lage, are really Deſcended from him; which is ve> 
ar probable, they” not — very umnerous.” "0 
ſumes an Exropean Name, which. is Peter. 11 
5 is 4 very agreeable, obliging Man; and all 
ts Subjects are very Civil; as well as ve⸗ 
” Laborious in Agricultute, and the perſuit of 


their " NS ABR SY s n 11 1 | 
Their Habit, ptuits ef the Earth, Cattle and 


N Fo * the fame with the” 'beforementioned 
eople. N | 
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© Theſe Covatries ſbem ee in — — — 
Vith other Obuntriès; for all- hereabouts, we 

hear of no other Wars, than a few Skirmiſnes 

which formerly happened with the laland Ne- 
| Log A _ — their 1 1 ge But 
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Tei een vas eee aha hg 
nn ater, mach alranidigs aficorard 
the Axtene dan Relatdons returned 2 and be 
_ with chem @ 2 | 


Pe ie en N pere 
ſuaded to, by reaſon I had been d «for 
Kir 24bi>whdlen Dane and had not eatef. 
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Wii we lay here aye Wage ene + We 1 
Daten- came On, } | us with a { laden af 
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onfuled Jor 

on of Eng I Fe 
„Ng TN the. Female Sex, 
"Was LL 3 W With which þ 
ten Wives i 5 gute good God Fuca 

ouſly now and. then beſtowed one of then 

"I fi 2 . Who ON 90. > Board 


When e ref unte 1 to kim the Wie 

_ "of ach ag Action, and told im, That no: Place 
F: the World allow 4 he Taughed aloud and Kn. 
"fa 1 7. were. 70 Fools to inſiſt on ſuch q adorned 

Trifle as big le were n * leavelef⸗ 


. » « : ＋ i 4 | 
F « vet k 72 * < 3 
5 ; g x | ; - ; 7 i We { bs. 
: 


of -Dece: 
flat and 
and rat 


ſent thels/ Herges/ e ar and "ry 
Joffe, in order to purſue our Voyage. e 
About three Miles further is f S Village” of 

Borte ma, ſituate an the Shoar ; and half a Mile 
Weſt it, 8 t Rock appears in the Sen; 
nd Mil. 'delow! W, | 


we were Gilling) dent h Naeh . 


ine; for which reaſon'T had 10 


„A Mile and half 8 
Befoe lage Sino, Which is diſtin 
eck upon a Sand-polat, 46 little at - 
to the Sea; behiag that is" a great Mer, 
which, according to the Repove Sf the Ne. 
groes, extends its {elf far ſn-land, - and is not C 
mach leſs conſiderable than Ne , 'eould = 
not come at any farther Inf ion 3 for the © 
Negroes ſpeak ſuch a Birbarous Lang guage, "at 
oy are not to be underſtoad ur N. 
The Coaſt) extend 
Eaſt and ; Eaſt,” and 
Weſt; the Land is very even. n 
We failed” from hence and Ws the 20 4 1 
of December to Seftre Cron. The Land is here 
flat and low, the Village is beautifuFand large, 
and rather larger and more extenſive" 3 - | 
> Eimina. Behind it the Land Thi her,” and 
adorned with a good Number bf-laryge,” the? 
leaveleſs, Trees. There are do great, Rocks 
1 5 77 N der half a N Alltaak from 
©; "OI N * 17 "ach / 


ow the Vit: 
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guithableoby"a rea” 
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ferent from -thoſe-on: the 

'. Off «.< ; -\ ha TY : Ret Ritter ng * 3 #Þ 
b e our --Tratkin g Affairs here 
we allet on to the Village dee about three 
Miles diſtant from Sere Crox. The Marks of 
_ "this Place are era big ſtragling Trees, 
3 which. "APPS ros a high -_ Denn the 


bs 2 — * a Diſtnnce- Before W po. a very large | 
Rock its {ef which ſeems ſeparated 
from tha-Ghoars: abo really on t. As we fail- 
F Tt app but fai den 
0 all, or at leſt 45 b as e roule 
8 flat _ — hens Miles: 22 


j - Wu ee Dyke midſt of ir. whichwe 
Wen uſdqal Si ite abe Nes 
We 4. 2 — us 5 8 none coming, we did 
"x beſt de double the mentioned Cape, which .Z 
emetimes "proves diffenlt enough, if we are tog t 
near the Shbar. Wo paſſed it notwithſtanding mie 
the Night, the 25tl Of: December, and not red 


N MY of e 
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5 +4 6 | oblprvin any * * next Day, 
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from: Cape: —— — Tat und — 
North; and Weſt and hy South about fi and 
twenty Miles, all high and flat Land- $0150 

On the rr in —— and next 
Day ſome Negros in three Canoa': — 4 
— a 1 —— dard 


leap hand uns and make to Lands. e 
RS. we can ſcarce Trade with theſe People; others - 
| rees, wile than toicanſid&able Los.. ig 

1 the . Their. Teeth with I they eat Human 
large 2s . — — 2 
rated | fer Foot on Land here, whͤoin⁰ fond af be- 

> fail- BY in — their 1 — 40+ e bee Hi 
tall 1 1 8 — ent ow e e 
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fur y them. n Sw i Big 
8 tony — poſſeſſed of a Cor ar) 
which affords them an envied Plant ofall'man- | 
dr of Proviſion 3! for-Milhio, _ 


of Lites all — — 
becauſe out of pure Croſsneſ not ſell 
any, except ti — Shen, which they 
do not like themſelves; and that at a oy dear 


Rate. 2 1445 Ira ww” e 1 1 1 ; 
N e find eren in th Age ſeveral who de abt, 


js — — 
ly with a rational $ Soul, that 


15 1 ly. de called 
one 35 like abs Beaſts, ated: From all Soci- 
cy, paſſeth his Life ia Woods and Wilderneſ- 
ſes, without any Regard to Divine or Human 
Laws; -uad-thet ſince none of theſe Men were 
ever obſer vid fro ing of the World, 
they venture — . that there never was, 
i nor never will be any füch. But this Argument 
ems very weak; for Experience bach long 
n —_ — an. 
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not always: in phe tigbt, yet What he faith of 
the Br aſilians and other Neighbouring Nations, 
is undoubted Truth, Dat What need ppi 
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| neither: Negroes nor-Viliages:« FTbe Coaſt bears 
as 2 n "oh Capo Bake is 


is & 1 
1 


de 1 that in 
0  argeneſooftheVillage. viitews. 
| ret denearhand:b | 


e ale en chat | 


e 
tho W 


323558 


9 


— r = 
m 


-00 
ny 


on 


24 


* 


8 1 2» &.. 
L A Ai 


| Thi 
EY what der bach — as: 9 


e BREE AR 


l 
2 


done our 1 


«x1 [Having | 


chor: — —— — to * 


. 2 wen bog REY ne 


their Langue 


1 . 
1 * DEJA 


* 
1 Fo f 8 


* ' N ” 
2 | 


. * 
*. hs 5 IS 24 
3 * 5 LY « 
2 3 6 ws * 
hs 
* 
2 


————— Mites below th mens 

oned Pit. The Coaſt hots bears Eaſt by South. 
Here art no Elephants Teeth, but Gold to be 
traded for; but we had no Orders to deal 
7 22 . Commodity; wherefore' 1 W * 
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. Notwithſtanding 'whic dome N 
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rr 4 Mile pra th 
tinued at preſent,” De —.— the — = | 
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bad 2 e che” Shoar en 5 
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| great wings War, hich rhe: dep ak. 
chat -theſe..2 were of opinion, chat the 
French, - unleſs — received ſome Aſſiſtanee 
from Europe, could not long fubliſt there, but 
would be oblig d to ene the Place wor the 
' a> 1 path | 
Time peil borer what part this Relati- ; 
on de ves Credit, tho 1 believe that the 
French lle not in fuch a wretched Condition as 
they repreſented, them oo ITY 
..* The: Coaſt from . 10, Cape | | 
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furniſhed with great and final Villages : But 
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of Tupizer”s Satellites, and to find the Longitude by them. 3. A 


3 


* 


nice way to correct Pendulum Watches, 4. Mr. Flamſteed's 


Equation Tables. 5; To find a Meridian-Line, for the Gover- 


ning of Watches, and other Uſes. 6. To make a Teleſcope to 


keep a Watch by the fixed Stars. By . B. M. A. Pr. 1 f. & d. 
Mr. Pineate's Arithmetick: Containing a plain and famili- 
e and Praftice of 

Common Afithmetick. Compoſed by Edmund Wingate of 
Grays-lnn, Eſq; And upon his Requeſt Enlarged in his Life- - 


Time; alſo ſince his Deceaſe carefully Reviſed and much Im- 
Br Fo as will appear by the Preface and Table of Contents. 


enth Edition. With a new Supplement of eaſie Contra 


tions in the neceſſary Parts of Arithmetick, uſeful Tables of 

' Intereft and Flemiſh Exchanges, as alſo Practical Menſurati- 
og. By George Shelley, Writing-Mafter, at the Hand and Pen 

in Mar wick Taue, near St. Pauls. Price 44. 


Dictiomarium Sacrum ſeu K:ligioſum. A Dictionarj of all Re- 


» | ligions, Ancient and Modern; whether Fett, Pagan, Ebrifti- 
wo Mabontetan. More particularly comprehending, I. The 


| Lives and Doctrines of the Authors and/Propagators. II. The 


reſpectire Divitions, Sefts and Hereſſes. III. Not only the 
true, but falſe Objects of Worſhip, ſuch as Heathen Gods, 


Idols Cc. IV. The various Ways and Places of Adoration. 
V. Al Religious Orders and Communities. VI. Sacred Rites,” 
Utenfils and Feſtivals. VII. Diftin Offices and Functions 
VIII. Rules, Cuſtoms, Ceremonies, Te. Price's s. 6 4. 
"The Surgeor's Affiſtant. In which is fatty diſcovered the 
true Origin of moſt Diſeaſes. Treating particularly of the 
the Biting of wad 
Dogs, and other Venemous Creatures. Alſoa compleat Trea- _ 


late-mofr Exceflent Majeſty King m TH. and late Senior 
Surgeon of St. Th:mes's Hoſpital in Sourkwark. Price 2 5. 6 d. 
A new Method of Curing all fortsof Ferers, without tax- 
ing any thing by the Mouth Being a new Preſcription for 
giving the Park in Clyſter. Whereby all the Inconveniences 
wp arc avoided 4 and a more 
by 4. Hetvet, M. D. 


ſ E e av certain Cure is ob ge i 


# 
EH 
I bere "oy 


* ; 2 
F * w 
T 
1 


